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CHAP. VII. 


CONCERNING THE SACRED TERMS HIPH OR 
SIPHj AND .CUL OR COL; AND THE VA- 
RIOUS TRADITIONS POUNDED UPON THEM. 

I SHALL now proceed to offer a few ob- 
fervations upon the facred terms Hiph or- 
Siph, and Cul or Col. 

The oriental mythologifts feem, from the 
moft remote periods, to have particularly de- 
lighted in the wild luxuriance of metaphori- ‘ 
cal language; and confequently in, what is 
very nearly related to it, fymbolical imagery. 
This imagery, though frequently but ill un- 
derflood, was early carried into the weftern 
world ; the whole religion of Greece having 
been borrowed from the theology of Egypt, 
Chaldea, and Phenicia. Hence we find, that 
the Ark was reprefented byoa variety of em- 
blematical animals, one of the principal of 
which was a Mare ; while Noah, who was 
ufually confidered as the allegorical confort of 
the Ark, was venerated under the fymb'ol of 
a Horfe \ By the Greeks however a mare v 

a This hieroglyphic has been noticed by Mr. Bryant ; but 
b 2 he 
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4 A DISSERTATION 

was denominated Hippa : and I am inclined 
to conjecture, that this animal was fo called 
by them, not arbitrarily , but dejignedly, and 
in confequence of its being an emblem of the 
Ark j the Chaldeans and Phenicians terming 
that immenfe veil'd, in oppoiition to fmall 
open boats, Hipha or Siphina, which iignifies 
a decked or covered Jhip b . From this root the 
Greeks formed their word Hippa, a mare, be- 
caufe a mare was the iymbol of Hipha, the 
Ark ; and hence, although in their vulgar 
dialed the meaning of the mafculine term 
Hippos was fimply a horfe, yet they ftill re- 
tained, even in that vulgar dialed, fome re- 
membrance of the primitive fenfe of Hipha. 
Accordingly, Hippos fignifies a Jhip c ; Hip- 


he has neither attempted to afcertain the precife meaning of 
the term Hippa or Hippos , nor has he purfued the fiibje£l 
through all its various ramifications. 

b riDH Texit, Occultavit, Operuit. Buxt. Lex. Ptt'DD Na- - 
vis, proprie magna, quae fupernc te£la eft. Ibid. m 3'DD in 
reality lprings from the .primitive root HDn, or, in its mod 
fimple (hape, *]n ; being formed by the addition of the prefix 
S: and it is one of the many inftances, which might be brought 
to fhew, that the Hebrew is by no means fo uncompounded a 
language, as it is generally fuppofed to be. 

c I ifitas ya. g o vrowryc roc; vstv<; xxi y/xtn; top TIotii^upx Isr- 
viov Kx\ov(jLep. Artem. lib. i. cap. 58. Thus alfo Plautus : 
Nempe equo ligneo per vias caeruleas 
Eftis veCtae. Ruden. A6t. i. Sc. 5. 

In a fimilar manner, Sophocles ufes the phrafe pccvotyi* 

when 
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parchus, a commander of flips d ; Hippion, a 
mariner e ; Ibenus, a flip f ; and Hipos s , or 
Hipnos h , a particular part (poffibly the deck) 
of a flip. A large fifh being an emblem of 
the Ark, no lefs than a mare, the term, ap- 
propriated by the Greeks to the latter, was 
fometimes transferred to the former. Hence 
Hippidion fignifies a fifl ‘ ; and Hippos, a 

when defcribing a chariot race j (EIe6t. ver. 7 32.) and Strabo 
fpeaks of fmall lhips denominated Hippi. (Strab. Geog. lib. ii.) 
Thefe remarks may perhaps account for the nautical phrafes of 
M a (hip riding at anchor/* and “ a fhip riding out a ftorm.*' 
They may alfo explain the idea of the word hrvtvcvcrxp, which 
is ufed by Nonnus to exprefs the floating of the ifland Delo9 
or Alter ia. 

Oictvtp Artptyy (ptXoiratpSspopj ip i»» 'Voptn 
rifoc£opttn)p thcjxs 'nrcchufyofA.op, turoKSp uvt r,p 
AretTQP ’iITOEYOYSAN apoiGah cvp${Q[aop avpy 
KvfAuatp arv$i\MTQp tvt^i^uiatp AwoXXwr. 

Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxxiii. p. 552. 
They may likewise Ihew us the reafon, why Aftrampfychui 
affirms a horfe at full fpeed to be fomething myltical. 

(fatn rnp Tpi^opra, [xvriKQ* tq&. 

Aftramp. Oniroc. p. 98. 

A horfe at full lpeed fy mbolized a fhip running before the 
wind. 

4 *lmni(>xQS> o tup pwp eTnpciXrjTzs Aaxucrw. Hefych. 
c * 1 wunp, 0 mXsvp. Suid. 

* iGvpoi, uGvTot, Hefych. 

* *l7rof, pci(>Q<i rt t m pins. Etym. Mag. 

^ fxtpos r» ptNf. Hefych. 

* *lve > i%o»j t% 9 vs wo*of. Ibid. 

b 3 large 
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large fea-fjfi k . Laftly, fince the original im- 
port of the verb Hipha is to cover, the Punic 
word Hoph ', and the Greek word Hippos m , 
equally lignify a harbour ; and Hippoporig, 
either a houfe, Or a valley n , from the idea of 
their being covered and protected. 

Hipha then being equivalent to a decked 
Jhip , Argos, or the city of the Ark, was per- 
petually by the old mythologifts ftyled Hip- 
pian ; and that, not from any connection with 
horfes, except indeed lymbolically, but, as we 
are informed by Hefychius, from Hippa the 
allegorical daughter of Danaus, or Da-Nau°. 
This Hippa was the nurfe of Bacchus or Noah, 
and the is feigned to have received him at his 
fecond birth from the thigh of Jupiter p . Ao 

k *1 ttttov to* fAiyav Suhctpcri ov Hefych. 

1 rpn Portus, quad navium prote&io. Buxt. Lex. It is 
femarkable, that in the Greek language Sipbna is the name of 
a particular kind of fifh. 9ro»o$ Hefych. 

m * lwo{ htfxevGs, Ibid. 

n *1 frrroirofw, xoiXot;, avXu, oupt.ot. Ibid. 

• 'Ithtem, to Agyoq, clttg T»g Aavaov. Ibid. DanauS> 

or Noah, is faid to have firft introduced into Argos the ufe of 
aquatic inltruments. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 23. The city 
Argcs-Hippion in Italy, which was feigned to have been built 
by Diomede, and which was afterwards corrupted into Argi - 
ripdy owed its name, like the celebrated town of Greece, to the 
Arca-Hipha, or decked ark. Serv. in ASneid. lib. i. p. 632. 

P It CL T££, K£0*0V vh f, KV&[AE $CltU OV, 

Og 
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ON THE CABIRI. 

cording to the author of the Orphic hymns, 
the was the fame as Proferpine or Cybele q ; 
and the was Sometimes called Mifa, which 
appears to be M’lfa, or M’liis, the great Jfs r : 
hence Ino, or Ifis, is faid to have been the 
nurfe of Bacchus, no lefs than Hippa s . Hefy- 
chius fuppofes, that the was Juno * ; and Pro- 
clus ftyles her the life of the world, and re- 
prefents her as being, like Ceres Cabiria 11 , 
begirt with a ferpent, at the time that Ihe 
♦ 

O? Bax^oy A»o worof tg»Cpo/4oy ttfUfurrw 
M ypv eyxaripai'ij/afp owwf TSTt^iayxiyof «x9> j 
TfxvXot ig ijyoSioy, wag* ‘iwway xa*Aiwap?joy. 

Orph. Hymn. 47. 

* 'iwway ftixXri&KU rpofor, *t>a2a xtfpjr, 

Mt/nwoXor TiXiTa»a*y ayocKhofjLtvYi* XaCtf aytov, 

NvxTig»o*a» XQpoicri, wt>g*£gif«To*f »a%ow»* 

.Kto$s fA.v fu^o^i»ov> xfiouu pjnjp 

Em erv y it Qpvyiy xan^fK I&jf ogo$ ayyoy* 

H Tigwci ct> xafcoy At>$h»cr» $ 0 aafifi* 

EgX £0 TtXiraf lepu ytjSovaa •aspoauico). 

Orph. Hymn t 48* 

* QiCTfA o^ogoy xaAca yagStjxcf opoy Aioyvaoy, 

Ewippta woXwftwjroy wotoayv^y Et’Citfujos, 

'Aywjy Etwpoy r§ Mia^jy* aggijToy araacay. 

Orph. Hymn. 41. 

s Pauf. Lacon. p. 271. 

1 'iwwa , — shxus kcu *Hpa. This is a remarkable inftance of 
the convertibility of the heathen goddeffes. Juno is properly 
speaking the arkite dove, yet here (be is faijJ to be Hippa, or 
the Ark. 

tt Minuc. Fel. Odtav. p. 168. 

B 4 re- 
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received Bacchus from his father*. She was 
in fhort the Hipha, or covered Ark , of Noah ; 
and her reception of Bacchus, and his inclo- 
lure in the thigh of Jupiter, both relate to the 
entrance of that patriarch into his divinely 
conftrudted veflel. Noah was defcribed by 
the orientalifts, as being Ihut up in an Arech, 
or ark ; fome of their fuccellbrs corrupted 
Arech into Yarech y , which fignifies a thigh ; 
and the Greeks completed the corruption, by 
thence feigning, that Bacchus was inclofed 
in the thigh of Jupiter z . 

In confequence of Hipha or Siphina figni- 
fyirfg a decked Jhip, the title of Hippian or 
maritime, which we have already feen applied 
to Argos, was beftowed likewife upon nearly 
all the arkite gods. Paufanias accordingly, 


x *H fAiv yap 'hrirx rts iratr oj o vara xai vra xtxXypLtvf) vragx 

t u SsoXoyiw — im xtipaXyq Si ptrriy xxf tyaxom avr o 

to kpxfri a»ov, vvoh^srag Atotvtrop, — o £g avo rov pwpov tow 
A»oj irfostaiv £»? avryi. — xa\ avT^afJoanadctf xctf *I«nra teytrat 
TtxTovTt tu Au. Proc. in Tim. apud Orph. p. 401. Edit. 
Gefn . 

y 

z It may be proper however to obferve, that this fable might 
poflibly originate from the tradition, that Bacchus was bom in 
the Indian mountain Meros, or Meru. See Afiat. Ref. vol. i. 
p. 258. If fuch fhould be the cafe, the younger Bacchus or 
Raamah mull, in this inftance, have been confounded with the 
elder, or Noah. 

in 
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in a fingle paflage, mentions a Hippian Nep- 
tune, a Hippian Juno, a Hippian Mars, and 
a Hippian Minerva ; connecting them at the 
fame time with the Diofcori, or Cabiri a : 
and Artemidorus allures us, that Neptune 
was called Hippius, not from Hippos, a horfe, 
but from Hippos, a Jhip b . 

The hiftory of Neptune is replete with le- 
gends refpeCting horfes, all of which, I appre- 
hend, are to be interpreted lymbolically. In 
his conteft with Minerva for the territory of 
Athens, he is faid to have produced the horfe 
Scyphius c ; while the goddefs caufed to fpring 
from the earth the propitious diluvian olive d . 
He is reported likewife to have brought the 
frit horfe Sijypbus out of a rock in Theflaly, 
by a ftroke. of his trident'; and he is even 

* Er ru V7rct&fu) ms aQiatuq xara (aSjov pa^ra, Tlocidu- 
vos 'invrw, xcti *Hfas eiffiv ‘Iwttius @u[a<h‘ n^os rep xiovt, Atosrx^vv. 

os top epJco^iOP KaXovfjuvop c crefrov, m pep Agtws Inina, m $t 

A &vwzs Ininas @w;aqs» Pauf. I Eliac. p. 414* 
b Vide fupra p. 4. note c. 
c Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 7 66. 
d See Gen. viii. 11. 

c Iirnws, o noern^up, in Soxn n furor Innor •y£ysvr,xivui £* crvtpor tr 
Qeavrabta m rfictirv) nsrfav naicas. Etym. Magn, The Theffalian 
horfe Sijjpbus is the fame as the Attic horfe Scyphius, which 
fliall be more particularly noticed in the courfe of the preient 
chapter. The names of both are equally derived from the ra- 
dical Sipb . 

feigned 
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feigned to have metamorphofed himfelf into 
a horfe, and thus to have enjoyed the em- 
braces of Ceres, or Hippa. It is obfervable, that 
this allegorical amour, which fignifies nothing 
more than the marriage of Noah and the Ark, 
is immediately connected with the waters of 
Styx, or the deluge. According to Ptolemy 
Hepheftion, the deity of the ocean folicited 
Ceres in the neighbourhood of the Arcadian 
Styx, when fhe was in fearch of her daughter 
Proferpine. The reluctant goddefs, vainly 
wifhing to efcape from him, changed herfelf 
into a Hippa, or mare ; and afterwards, be- 
holding her new form in the Stygian foun- 
tain, fhe in difguft miraculoully tinged the 
water with black f . The fruit of this her 
intercourfe with Neptune was fuppofed to be 
the horfe Arion , which faved the life of 
Adraftus at the imaginary fiege of Thebes s : 
the fabulous Hippos-Arion however was 
merely the Hiph-Aron, or decked Ark, while 
his rider Adraftus was Adar-As-Theus, the 
illujirious folar Noah * ; and the whole ftory 

f Ptol. Hephaeft. Nov. Hift. lib, iii. 

8 A^earo* $e povov tmros <hecruH?tv Ap»w>* taro » ex IJocfeiS^rof eyev* 
rr,<re Atytqmg tixctcrSeKTcc EgmwV xotTtc rw avimcictv, Apollod. Bibl* 
lib. iii. cap. 6. 

h Adraftus, mounted upon Arion, is the fame as Bellero- 
phon, mounted upon Pegafus : accordingly Neptune is equally 
faid to have been the father of both thofe horfes. 

of 
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of the liege of Thebes feems to have been 
founded upon the war between the votaries 
of the two fuperftitions The Arcadians of 


* I have ventured to adopt this explanation, partly from the 
connection of the horfe Arien with Neptune and Ceres, and 
partly from the undoubted circumftance, that what the Greeks 
called the early hiftory of Thebes was purely fabulous. When 
we find the (lory of Edipus and Jocafta, the parents of Eteo- 
cles and Polynices, accurately preferved in the ancient books of 
the Hindoos, we fhall not be ealily perfuaded to believe, that 
their tragical adventures ever really took place in Beotia. For, 
as it is not very credible, that the .early occurrences, which 
happened in a petty barbarous fate of Greece, could ever have 
attraXed the notice of a great and polifhed empire, fuch as 
Hindoftan ; fo it is furely much more probable, that the 
Greeks, through the medium of Egypt, borrowed the fable 
from the Hindoos, and adapted it to their own country, than 
that the Hindoos borrowed it from the Greeks. 

According to Captain Wilford, one of the defendants of 
Palli “ was Lubdhaca 3 — and from Lubdhaca defended the 
** unfortunate Linaiu, — whof tragical adventures are told in 
the Rajaniti, and whofe death was lamented annually by the 
“ people of Egypt. All his misfortunes arof from the incon- 
“ tinence of his wife Yoga, Bhrafia, or Yogacafhta 3 and his 
<c fon Mahafura, having by miftake committed inceft with her, 
<e put himfelf to death, when he difovered his crime, leaving 
€€ itfue by his lawful wife. May we not rcafonably conjecture, 
“ that Lubdhaca was the Labdacus, Linafu the Laius , and 
if Yogacafhta the Jocafta , of the Greeks ? The word Yadufa , 
€i from which Edipus may be derived, fignifies king of the Yadu 
“ family , and might have been a title of the -unhappy Maha- 
€i fura.” (A fiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 75.) 

I have little doubt, but that this (lory, like many others of 
inceltuous connexions which I have already noticed, (vide fupra 

vol. i. 


Digitized by c^ooQle 



A DISSERTATION 


TZ 

Phigalea had a tradition, that Ceres*-Hippa, 
or the Ark, being diftra&ed with forrow on 

vol. i. p. 184.) was founded upon the mythological chara6ter 
of the Ark. This veflel was at once confidered as the mother, 
the-daughter, the fitter, and the wife of Noah 5 and from fuch 
different relations, mifunderftood by the poets, naturally arofe 
a variety of wild legends refpefting inceft. Jocalta in fhort is 
Oc-Afta, the oceanic Vejla ; and Mahafura is Maha-Surya, the 
great Noetic Sun: while Linafu, or Laius, the imaginary father 
of Edipus, whofe death was yearly lamented by the people of 
Egypt, is evidently no other than Ofiris. 

Linafu is alfo the fame as Linus, who was the reputed fon 
of Apollo, and the brother of Orpheus. Accordingly, the fup- 
pofed death of this Linus was lamented, in a manner precifely 
fimilar to that of Ofiris, by women and virgins ; and his rites 
became fo famous, that the name of Linus was ufually inferted 
by the Argive poets in every funereal dirge. It is remarkable, 
that he was feigned to have been brought up during his infan- 
cy in the midft of a flock of lambs ; whence the month in 
which his feflival was celebrated was denominated Aniens, and 
the feflival itfelf Arms. Much the fame ftory, as I have al- 
ready obferved, (vide fupra vol. i. p; 304.) is told refpe&ing 
Neptune, and for the veiy fame reafon. The Greeks con- 
founded Am, the Ark , with Arnos the genitive of Ars, a Jamb j 
hence the month Arneus, and the feflival Amis , were fo called, 
not from their having any connexion with lambs, but becaufe 
Linus, Linafu, Laius, or Ofiris, were preferred, or, in the lan- 
guage of the Myfteries, buried, in Arn, an ark or coffin. 
(Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 3. — Conon. Narrat. 19.) Some 
fuppofed Linus to be the fon of a certain gegenes , named Pierus, 
and not of Apollo. (Tzet. in Hef. Oper. et Dier. ver. i.) 
Pierus however was in fa& the fame as Apollo, being Pi-Ur, 
the oracular Sun. It is not unworthy of obfervation, that Non- 
nus beftows upon Linus the titles of Arcas t or the arkite , and 
of Aletes, or the god of fire. 

Kac 
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account of the rape of Proferpine, long con- 
cealed herfelf within the dark recelTes of a 


Kai Ami ivtTrw QoiGiiioq Agxoif AhvjTyf. 

Dion yf. lib. xli. p. 707. 

The reader will recoiled, that the fame perfons, who were 
called Titans , were alfo called Ale tee. 

Linns moreover, as we are plainly informed by Herodotus, 
was the fame as the Egyptian Maneros, whom I take to be 
no other than Ofiris 3 for, like him, he was yearly bewailed by 
the Egyptians on account of his fuppofed death. (Herod, lib. ii. 
cap. 79.) The Greeks indeed metamorphofed Maneros into 
the god of love, and denominated him Eros, which the Latins 
conceived to be equivalent to Cupido 3 but the whole of this 
miftake arofe from a circumftance in the Myfteries, which I 
have already hinted at. Noah’s egfefs from the Ark was re- 
prefented as his fecond birth : hence he was fometimes natu- 
rally enough deferibed as a child 5 and hence we are told by 
Plutarch, that the Sun (viz. the Noetic Sun) was depi&ed by 
the Egyptians as an infant fitting upon the fymbolical lotus. 
(Plut. de Ifid. p. 355.) This infant Eros, or Cupid, is faid to 
have been the fon of Venus : but Venus was a perfonification 
of the Ark 5 and was efteemed, in confeqbence of the intro- 
du&ion of the phallic worfhip, the goddefs of love. Such be- 
ing the cafe, her allegorical fon Noah , who, as I have juft ob- 
ferved, was fometimes reprefented as an infant, was by clafli- 
cal writers transformed into the boy Cupid, and fuppofed to 
be the god of lqve. The Egyptians called him Maneros, or 
Man-Eres, the Noetic Sun : the Greeks denominated him Eros, 
or Eres, the Sun 3 and, efteeming him the god of love, derived 
from that appellation their verb Erao, to love : but the Latins, 
totally lofing fight of his original chara&er, and confidering 
him only as an amatory deity, termed him Cupido , or dejire. 
The ancient author of the ineftimably valuable Orphic writings 
very juftly aflociates him with Chaos, and Cronus 3 intitling 
him the double god, the father of night, and P banes, which Phanes 

I have 
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rocky cavern. In confequence of her ab- 
sence, the earth ceafed to yield its increafe, 
and the human race was vifited by a dreadful 
peftilential diforder. To perpetuate the me- 
mory of this event, the Phigalenfians con- 
ftruded an artificial grotto, and placed with- 

I have already (hewn to be -the fame as Bacchus, Noah, or the 
Sun. (Orph. Argon, ver. 12. et infra.) 

As for the word Linus , I am much inclined to derive it from 
Ae old Celtic radical Lin, a Jake . According to this deriva- 
tion, Linus will be Lin-Nus, Noah the god of the lake\ that 
patriarch being fo called from the circumftance of his being 
worfhipped in an artificial floating ifland in the midft of a 
lake, fuch as thofe of Cotyle, Buto, and BambycS. 

I am further inclined to conje 6 lure, that Linus is the very 
fame perfon as the famous Britifh enchanter Merlin, or Mer- 
Lin : but the hiftory of this fingular chara£ter muft be referved 
for future confideration. (Vide infra chap, x.) t 

Linus, Maneros, or Cupid, then, being equally the folar 
Noah, we fhall perceive the reafon why the imaginary god of 
love, no lefs than his arkite mother Venus, was frequently re- 
prefented as a marine deity. Montfaucon has prefented us 
with a variety of engravings, in which Cupid appears fome- 
times riding upon the back of a fifh ; fometimes driving over 
the waves a chariot drawn by two fifhes j fometimes hovering 
in the air, while he holds the reins, by which he direfts a va- 
riety of fea-monfters, compounded either of a horfe and a fifh, 
a ram and a fifh, a lion and a fifh, or a griffin and a fifh ; 
fometimes floating upon the ocean in a {hell and fometimes 
gliding over the waters, as he fits upon a fort of pitcher, and 
expands his fail to the wind. (See Mont. Ant. Expl. vol. i. 
p. hi. et infra.) This pitcher I apprehend is much the fame 
fy mbol as the cup, of which I fhall treat at the end of the pre- 
ient chapter. 

in 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE CABIRI. 


15 


in it a ftatue of Ceres of a very remarkable 
form. The goddefs was reprefented in a fit- 
ting pofture, having a horfe’s head k , the hair 
of which was intermingled with ferpents ; a 
long robe reached down to her ancles ; and 
in one hand fhe held a dolphin, and in the 
other a dove 1 . It is almoft fuperfluous to 
obferve, that the horfe’s head was given to 
Ceres, on account of her fuppofed amour 
with Neptune ; and that the dolphin, and 
the dove, equally relate to the hiftory of the 
deluge. As for the grotto within which fhe 
was placed, I apprehend that it was con- 
ftnnfted for the purpofe of initiating afpirants 
into the Myfteries of the Cabiri, one of 
whom, as we are informed by Mnafeas, was 
Ceres m . By thfe epoptae a cavern was 
efteemed the moll proper fymbol of Hades, 
or the vaft central cavity of the earth : hence 
we almoft invariably find, that the rites of 
the Cabiri were celebrated in caves, either 


k One of the three heads of Hecate or Diana, who was the. 
fame as Ceres, was that of a horfe. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 281. 

1 Pauf. Arcad. p. 686. — Cccl. Rhodig. ie£t. Ant. lib. xv. 
cap, 31. 

m The reafon, why Ceres,- or the Ark, was placed within 
this cavfern, is the very fame as that, why the principal arkite 
god was fuppofed to have defcended into the infernal regions. 
Vide fupra vol. i. p. 230. 

natural. 
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natural, or artificial ”. There is one curious 
particular, which mull not be left unnoticed 
in confidering the fabulous loves of Neptune 
and Ceres. Apollodorus mentions, that lhe 
received his embraces in the fliape of an 
Erinnus, or Fury ° ; and Tzetzes adds, that 
Ceres-Erinnus was highly venerated at Ong- 
cae, a city of Arcadia p . The reader will re- 
collect, that I attempted in a former chapter’ 
to fhew, that the whole fiction of the infernal 
regions was built entirely upon the helio- 
arkite Myfleries : owing to this circumftance, 
Ceres- Hippa is faid to have become an Erin- 
nus, which the Greeks metamorphofed into 
a Fury, and placed in Hell ; but which is 
fimply, when flripped of its poetical terrors, 
Arpn-Nus, the Ark of Noah. Hence lhe was 


n This fubje& will be relumed at large hereafter. Vide in- 
fra chap. x. The Phigalenfian cavern of Ceres-Cabiria was 
one of the fame nature as the fubterraneous vault, in which 
Acrilius confined his daughter Dana£, whom I have already 
fhewn to be Da-Nau£, or the Noetic Ark. Vide fupra vol. i. 
p. 200. It was likewife of the fame nature as the cave of the 
Nymphs, the cave of Chiron, the cave of Trophonius, and the 
cave of Zerinthus in Samothrace. 

° Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 6. 

P Epis/vvg v AijfiiiTyp, tv O yxatg tsroAei rng Ap* ahccg Tt^tara*. Tzet. 
in Lycoph. ver. 1225. For the teftimony of Apollodorus fee 
the laft citation. 

3 Vide fupra chap. v. 

wor- 
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worshipped in Arcadia at Ongcae, or Ong-Ai, 
the region /acred to the ocean. With the fame 
allufion to the arkite Hippa, Neptune is 
feigned alfo to have ravifhed Hippotho& r , and 
Medufa ; the latter of whom bore to him 
the horfe Pegafus*. This Hippothoe is mere- 
ly Hippo-Thea, the divine Ark ; while her 
father Meftor, who was the reputed offspring 
of Perfeus, is M’Es-Tor, the great folar bull : 
and as for Pegafus, Palephatus does not fcru- 
ple to declare, that he was not a horfe, but 
a long fhip, or, as the Phenicians would have 
expreffed it, Arca-Sipbina *. 

I have obferved, that Juno Was the dove, 
that Mars was the Noetic Sun, and that Mi- 
nerva was the divine wifdom, which preferved 
the Ark ; we {hall not be furprifed therefore 
to find, that they were all denominated Hip- 
pian deities . Hence, on account of the con- 
nection of Minerva u with the hiftory of the 


r ApoHod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. 

• Ex Medufa Gorgonis filia et Neptuno nati funt Chryfaor, 
et equus Pegafus. Hyg. Fab. 151. For an account of Me* 
dufa, vide fupra vol. k. p. a 66. 

1 Q»cpu» «]» tw u Xlriytxcrfu;, kou pvp ixotro p tup vtXoiup oyo- 
fxoi i^s»* ptoAXov & dfexts vXow, tj ivnru cvepux upou Upyaao^ Palaeph. 
de Incred. Hift. cap. 29, 

u The following fables, refpe&ing the birth of Minerva, evi- 
dently originated from a mifprifion of the term Hippa, 'iwma . 9 
irrwf h A0fjr«* isrii ix t xttyafaiq ru Aio? pu$* imrup a^Xaro, 

VOL. II. S us 
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deluge, Thebes was efteemed facred to her*; 
hence alfo fhe was reported to have affifted 
Mercury in purifying the daughters of Da- 
naus, after the murder of their hufbands y ; 
hence fhe was faid to have built the fhip of 
Danaus, in which he efcaped the machina- 
tions of his brother Egyptus z , that fhip, which 
was the very fame as the celebrated Argo*; 
and hence, as we have already feen, fhe was 
fabled to have preferved in an ark the femi- 
dracontian form of Erichthonius. By the 
advice of Minerva alfo, the wooden horfe of 
Troy was conftru&ed ; the hiftory of which 
feems to be nothing more, than a corrupted 
tradition of the facred Hippa b . Servius evi- 
dently gives no credit to the vulgar fable re- 
fpe&ing it ; and indeed few perfons will be 
inclined to believe, that any fortified town 
could ever have been really taken by fo ftrange 
a contrivance. He mentions, that fome wri- 

v; o tir ctvrrfi v^vo $ n ort ITocrtjSWFif a era Svyafop xeu Kcpvfyc 

tij ? Qxsuph agpet, «t uq tyt pri)Sf)' Etym. Magn. 

x ApolL Argon, lib. iv. ver. 260. 

y Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 1. 

* Minerva prima navem biproram Danao aedificavit, in qua 
.iEgyptum fratrem profugit. Hyg. Fab. 277. 

* aXA o» fcyovcri Acovacv $\uxop.ivM t/fro Aiyvimt, vpunev 

xa.Tct(T)uvcc(ra.i, o&v koci Asuotif Schol. in Apoll. Argon, 

lib. i. ver. 4. 

b Hyg* Fab. 108. 

ters 
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tcrs fuppofed it to have been an engine of 
war; and others, the gate, by which Ante- 
nor admitted the Greeks, and over which wa3 
placed the figure of a horfe : while others 
again were of opinion, that it related only to 
an equeftrian battle, in which the Trojans 
were completely routed by the Greeks j and 
others referred it to a mountain called Hip- 
pius, behind which the Greeks placed them- 
felves in ambufcade c . The defcription, given 
by Virgil of the mode in which this horfe was 
conftru&ed, Angularly refembles the procels 
of naval architecture ; 

— — Fra (ft i bello, fatifque repulli, 

DuCtores. Danaftm, tot jam labentibus annis, 
Inftar montis e.quum, divina Palladis arte, 
iEdificant ; feCtaque intexunt abiete coftas a . 

And Tryphiodorus direCtly compares its bulk 
to that of a (hip. 

yctq (ZxAyn S’vjf Cvoepyor E Tttof 
Tqo»ir syfif>ov ayaApet TreAaqtov imrov egoist. 


c De hoc equo varia in hiftoriis le£ta funt : ut Hyginus di- 
cit, machinamentum bellicum fuit. — Ut alii, porta quam eis 
Antenor operuit, equum pi£lum habuifle memoratur : vcl certe 
Antenoris domus, quo poflet agnofci. Aut equeftri praelio vie- 
ta eft Troja. Aut a monte Hippio, poft quem fe abfeonderant 
Graeci. Serv. in jEneid. lib. ii. p. 233. 
d Eneid. lib. ii. ver. 13. 

C 2 , How 
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float ev^vrani ? fiev eirt 7rXsv^s a^a^vtctf 

Tm^e^et, xciMva? ottotov veo? AfutyieXurirtif 

Ofyov S7rt <raJdft*iv fjoeySos Topv&xrctlo tskIuv e . 

In confequence of the radical Hipb enter- 
ing into the epithets of nearly all the arkite 
gods, Venus, whofe ordinary employmeht is 
certainly not fuppofed by any of the poets to 
confift in taming horfes, is neverthelefs called 
Hippodamia f . This title is in fad; Hippa-da- 
Maia, the great arkite mother ; and it was be- 
llowed upon Venus in the fame fenfe, as that 
of Demeter or Da- Mater, and that of Damia 
or Da-Maia s , were upoh ’Ceres. 

I apprehend, that Venus-Hippodamia was 
the. fame mythological character as Hippoda- 
mia the wife of Pelops. This Hippodamia 
was the daughter of Enomaiis by Euarete, 
the filler of Danae. Terrified by an oracle, 
which predicted his death from his future 
fon-in-law, Enomaiis refufed' to give his 
daughter to any perfon, except the man who 
fhould firft conquer him in a chariot-race. 
Pelops accepted the challenge ; and, by means 
of a ftratagem, obtained the vidory h . Pa- 
lephatus relates, that the horfes of Pelops were 

e Tiyph. de Ilii Capt. ver. 56. 
f * 1 7 riro$cc(jLua 3 — Atpgohrv}. Hefych. 

* Herod, lib. v. cap. 82. 
h Hyg. Fab. 84. 

winged ; 
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winged; but he concludes with obferving, 
that they were nothing more than a (hip, 
upon the head of which two winged horfes 
were reprefented 1 ; and Cicero, in perfect con- 
formity with this explanation of Palephatus, 
fuppofes him to have received his chariot and 
horfes as a gift from Neptune, and defcribcs 
them as lightly Humming over the furface gf 
the Ocean k . Enomaus hirafelf was the Ion 
of Mars ; and his mother was fabled to be 
either Arpina the daughter of Afopus, or 
Eurythoe the daughter of Danaus : while 
his charioteer Myrtilus was the offspring of 
Mercury, and Phaethufa another of the fa- 
mily of Danaus As for Pelops, he is limply 
P’El-Op, the divine. folar fe'rpent m ‘, and I have 

* E yu it ret etvret Xi yu xea Trip* re v IIiXoTrof, eevtp xett irspt rev 
Ibryctpov — forte* a*, or* n«Aa*{/ *jX$«y i%u* irXo*o>* tyty^otvre $t tt r* 
rov irXowv, two ro* vvoimpoS agirctaaq rw xo pr*> uxtro Qtvyur. 
Palaeph. de Incred. Hilt. cap. 30. The fame aflertion is made 
b y Tzetzes. Schol. in Lycoph. Caflan. ver. 1 36. 

k Equi Pelopis illi Neptunii, qui per undas currus fufpenfos 
rapuifle dicuntur. Cic. Tufc. Difp. lib. ii. cap. 2 6. 

1 Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 752. 
m It is a remarkable circumftance, and whatferves addition- 
ally to (hew the connexion of Pelops with the arkite worfliip, 
that the Trojan Palladium was fuppofed to have been formed 
out of the bones of that Hero. Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. iv. — Clem. 
Alex. Strom, lib. vi. — Jul. Firm, de Err. Prof. Rel. Hippoda- 
mia, in gratitude for her marriage with Pelops, built a temple 
to Junp, the Noetic dove. Pauf. i. Eliac. p. 417. 

c 3 little 
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little doubt of his being the fame perfon as 
Bacchus, or Ofiris. Hence, like thole deities, 
he is feigned to have been torn limb from 
limb, and afterwards to have had his Icat- 
tered members joined together again m ; and 
hence, in allufion to the fecond or mytholo- 
gical birth of the patriarch, he is defcribed by 
Lycophron as reftored to life, and enjoying 
the pleafures of a fecond youth n . 

'Ov rjScccetvrct, Kctf (Zugvv 7 TcQcv 

fyvyavrcL Navpie^onof eLfvrcucTti/jiov, 

E«re<A’ Epez&evr e s AeuT(>cttvctms yviets °. 

Another of the Hippian or arkite gods was 
Hercules : whence we find, that the title of 
Hippodites was given to him ; ' that he was 
worfhipped both at Oncheftus and Thebes p ; 


m Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 152. 

n The fable of the dilaceration of Bacchus, as I lhall here- 
after fhew, is a corruption of the primitive allegory ; which 
reprefented, not the god of the Ark, but the Ark itfelf, as torn 
afunder, and as having its limbs fcattered over the face of the 
whole world. Vide infra chap. viii. 

0 Lyc. Caff. ver. 1 36. 

P 'Itttto&t j??, 0 tv Oy^pirv Tipvfxuot, 0? tv ©j 

Hefych. Apollodorus has given us a catalogue of the fons of 
Hercules, among whom we find Hippeus, Tripfippas (Tor- 
Ip-Sip), Onefippus (On-Es-Ip), Menippides (Men-Hippa- 
Dus), Hippodromes (Hip-Adar-Am-Es), Hippotus, Argelas 
(Arg-El-As), Archedices (Arca-dag), Alopius (Al-Op), Afo- 

pides 
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and that a variety of traditions refpe&ing 
horfes occur in his fabulous hiftory. He is 
faid for inftance to have driven away the 
Thracian mares of Diomede, the fon of Mars 
and Cyrene, which fed upon human flelh; 
a circumftance, I apprehend, allufive to the 
cruel rites, with which the joint worlhip of 
the Ark and the Sun were anciently cele- 
brated q : and he is fuppofed to have under- 
taken the deliverance of the Trojan Helione 
from the Cetus, upon condition that Lao- 
medon ihould give him the mares, which he 
had received from Jupiter in recompenfe for 
the rape of Ganymede ? . He is further re- 
ported to have flain Hippolyta, the imaginary 
queen of the Amazops, or fire-worfhippers, 
Juno having inftigated their army to attack 
him * ; which fable, like many others of the 
fame nature, apparently relates to the war 
between the two great fe<Sts of the Ark and 
the Sun *. 

With regard to the Amazons, whom the 

pidcs (As-Op), Mentor (Menah-Tor), Hippocrates, and Hip- 
pozygus. 'Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. j. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. 
r Ibid. cap. 
s Ibid. cap. 4. 

1 Or, as the Hindoos term them, in their account of this 
war, the worthippers of the Yoni and the Lingam. 

c 4 Greeks, 
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Greeks, by deriving that appellation from a 
word in their own language, converted into a 
nation of female warriors u , they feem to have 
been fo called from the adoration of Am- 
Azon, the blazing Sun x . Hence they are faid 
to have been the children of Mars by Har- 
monia y . The fcholiaft however upon Efchy- 
lus defcribes Harmonia, not as the confort of 
Mars, but as his offspring by Venus * j while 
the fcholiaft upon Apollonius reprefents her 
as the fifter of Dardanus ind Jafion, and as 
the daughter of Elebtra a . Both thefe gene- 
alogies of Harmonia are equally mythologi- 
cal: for Dardanus-Polyarches, as I have al- 


u See a differt. on this fubje& in Bryant’s Anal. vol. 3. 
x Palephatus does not fcruple to declare, that the Amazons 
were not women, but a nation of barbarians. Flip* ret 

h Myk'ptr, ort a yipatixts yaup^ aXA' atfyts / 3 ap€ago 1. Palaeph. 4 ® In* 
cred. Hift. cap. 33. 

y Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 99a. 

z 'ApfjLOHav ryp AQpohvnq xou A ptuf h^if 0 Ka^os* Schol. in 
Sept. con. Theb. ver. 140. 

* Exf» yag (it ty) 'Zetpc&paxy) axil HXixt pai y AYAoirroSy net 1 *tfo- 
fia^tTo vtfo t up ty^wpiut yp <py<rn> *EMccphco{ HAixt pvupyw 

xaAitc&at. Eyewy<7£ rpng Aotgbxpop tof if Tpogacp not tojxij- 

eruiT a, of xa» Tlo^vap^jy (potai yicrSai vtcq tup gy%upwp' xa» Hcti- 
usoc, of Iuenupac oFo/xa^tfcr»* — Tpnyv vryta * Apfiomecr, yp yyaygro 
Ka^fAos, xai aTro ryq piyrpoi avryf Hfaxrpdaf irv\oi$ *njf 0^©ijf ofo» 
(ACt&oa Irogtt Extern xo$ if •cj^utu Tpuixup, xat Id'o/xsvtvi if VfVTy 

T puUup. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 916. 

ready 
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ready observed b , is Dar-da-Nus-Bol-Arca, the 
tUuJirious Noah, the lord -of the Ark ; his bro- 
ther Jafion is As- On, the blazing Jolar orb\ 
Mars is the Sun ; and Venus, the Ark. • The 
amours therefore of Mars and Venus, which, 
are celebrated fo_ continually by the poets, 
relate only to the allegorical marriage of the 
iolar Noah and the lunar Ark. Harmonia 
is ufually fuppofed to have been the wife of 
the Phenician Cadmus, the founder of Thebes; 
but Palephatus makes the Sphinx to be his 
confort, arid adds, that; (he was an Amazon 
and an Argive c . The Sphinx feems to have 
been nothing more, than an hieroglyphical re- 
prefentation of the two united fuperftitions, 
by means of their fymbols, the woman, the 
lion, and the ferpent; and the whole fable 
relpe&ing her was moft probably ingrafted 
upon the emblematical theology of the Cuth- 
ites, whom the Greeks denominated Ethio- 
pians : accordingly, we learn from Pifander, 
that the Sphinx was fent by Juno out of 
Ethiopia, for the puniihment of L-aius and 
the Thebans d . Since Cadmus then is gene- 
rally reprefented as a Phenician®, we have 

b Vide fupra vol. i. p. 344. 

c Palfieph. cap. 7. 

d Pif. apod fchol. in Eurip. Phcen. ver. 1789. 

• He is fome times however laid to have come from Thebes 

in 
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every reafon to believe, that from him the 
Canaanitilh Cadmonites f derived their appel- 
lation, as the Hermonites * did theirs from his 
wife Harmonia. .Not that there were ever 
really fuch perfons as Cadmus and Harmonia, 
for, Cadmus , or Cadm-On h , the oriental Sun, 


in Egypt. Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 20. — Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 12 q 6. 
The fa6fc is, that the fame helio-arkite worfhip was equally ef- 
tablifhed in Greece, in Egypt, and in Phenicia. 

f Gen. xv. 19. 

s Pfalm xlii. 6. Mount Hermon was called Sirion by the 
Tyrians. Deut. iii. 9. The reafon of this is obvious : Sirion 
is the folar deity Noah , and thence naturally connedted with 
Har-Mon, the bill of the Ark. 

h Cadmus is a&ually denominated Cadmon by Stephanus of 
Byzantium. De Urb. p. 415. The editor has indeed corrected 
Cadmon to Cadmus ; but he acknowledges, that it is contrary 
to the reading of every copy, both printed and manufcript. The 
various travels of Cadmus feem to relate to the migrations of 
his wbrlhippers, who were originally Phenicians or Egyptians, 
and who carried with them, wherever they went, the rites of 
the Cabiri. Hence we find that Cadrpus is fuppofed to have 
been in Rhodes, in Thera, in Thafus, in Eubea, and in Samo- 
thrace 5 all which places, as we have feen, were famed for the 
worihip of the Cabiric deities. Accordingly in Samothrace, 
he. is faid to have been initiated into the Myfteries. Diod. Bibl. 
lib. v. p. 329, 323. — Herod, lib. iv. cap. 147. — Euftath. in 
Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 517. — Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 6 85. It is 
remarkable, that Nonnus beftows upon him the appellation of 
Aletes or Titan . Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 242. In fhort, as 
I have already obferved, that Cadmus was the fame perfon as 
Hercules, or the folar Noah ; fo Tzetzes informs us, that he was 
likewife the fame as the Cabiric Cadmilus, or Hermes. 

fAlhif 
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was a title of the great Noetic god of the 
eaftem world ; while the term Harmonia re- 
lates, not to a woman, but a country. It 
alludes to the joint worlhip of the Moon and 
the Ark ; and, like Armenia, Is Ar-Mon-Aia, 
the mountainous country of the arkite crefcent. 
From thefe remarks on the genealogy of the 
Amazons, it is chronologically evident, that, 
if we fuppofe them to be literally the children 
of Harmonia, the niece of Dardanus, they ne- 
ver could have been a powerful nation at war 
with Hercules, in the age immediately pre- 
ceding that of the fiege of Troy. Equally ir- 
reconcileable with the common courfe of na- 
ture will be the other fuppofition, that they 
were the defeendants of the Phenician Har- 
monia. They were in fa6t a nation, addi&ed 
to the prevailing fuperftition, and deriving 
their name from it ; while their mythologi- 
cal genealogy, when analyfed, ferves only to 
lhew, that, like all other pagan nations, they 
deduced their origin from the folar Noah, and 
the lunar Ark. 

I have obferved in a preceding page, (to 
return from this digreffion refpedting the Ama- 
zons,) that Mercury is M’Erech-Ur, the great 

fiiXn nett K etSfjw, ijTo* 'Zfytis. Tzet. in Lycopb. ver. 219. *0 
K.otjjxof, «rro» 6 ta> Afyopirof wa^et Bowroif. Ibid. 

fre- 
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fre- deity of the Ark ; and have offered a vari- 
ety of reafons to (hew that this title is ftridtly 
applicable to his character. Confidered then 
as an arkite God, he bears the name of Hip - 
parcheus *, or the deity of the Hippian Ark k .* 
and is feigned, under the appellation of Odin, 
(as he was denominated by the northern na- 
tions,) to have poffeffed a wonderful horfe, 
with eight legs, called Sleipner l . This animal 
was produced at a time when the gods were 
in great danger from the incurfions of the gi- 
ants > who are equally, in the Gothic, the 
Grecian, the Egyptian, and the Hindoo my- 
thology, fuppofed to have exifted at the era 
of the deluge. They were in fhort the irre- 
claimable antediluvians ; and, as fuch, are 
faid in the Edda to have been fwept away by 
the waters of a flood 11 *. Upon the horfe 
Sleipner, or, in other words, in the Ark, 
Gdin, the father of inchantments, defcended 
into the infernal regions ; thofe regions by 


* *l' 7 rrra,%yjios ) Hefych. 

* The fable of Mercury being changed into an dbis, when 
the gods affumed the forms of different animals through fear of 
Typhon, may perhaps relate only to the arkite Hippa ; the P 
paffing into B. h if*. Ant. lib. Metam. cap. 28. Cyl- 
lenius Ibidis alis. Ovid. Metam. lib. v. ver. 331. 

1 Edda, Fab. ai, 
m Ibid. Fab. 4. 

which 
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which the ancients fymbolically defcribed the 
central cavity of the earth, the vafl recepta- 
cle of the diluvian waters n . If from Scan- 
dinavia we extend our refearches into the 
Eaft, we fhall find, that the Japanefe Budfdo- 
Siaka, who is the fame as Buddha, Odin, Fo- 
hi, and Hermes, is no lefs connected with the 
arkite horfe, than the great deity of the Goths. 
According to Kaempfer, the firft, that taught 
the religion of Budfdo in China, “ came over 
4( thither about the year of Chrift fixty-three, 
“ and obtained leave to build a temple, which 

is ftill called Fakubafi , that is, the temple of 
u the white horfe* , becaufe the Kio, or holy 
“ book of Sutka, was brought oyer on a 
“ white horfe p .” 

* “ Odin, the Ibyereign of men arifes : he faddles his horfe 
“ Sleipner 5 he mounts, and is conveyed to the fubterraneous 
"abode of Hela.” Bartholin, lib. iii. cap. 1. apud Mallet* 
vol. a. p. 220. It is poffible, that the word Skifmer may be * 
variation of Sip~Ner,i&? Hip or ark of the fei z. Perhapis alfo the 
precife number of his . legs may allude to the arkite ogdoad. 

0 Mr. Maurice thinks, that Kaempfer has erronemijly givea 
to Budfdo the white horfe of the tenth Avatar : (Hift. of Hind, 
ver. i. p. 481 .) but 1 am by no means inclined to affent to his 
fuppofition, both becaufe Kaempfer relates the tradition upon 
the authority of the Japanefe hiflorians \ becaufe a Budfdoia 
temple Vras actually built in honour of this white horfe ; and 
becaufe the horfe in the Avatar is repnefented with wings, no 
mention of which is made by Kaempfer in fpeaking of the horfe 
pf Budfdo. 

* ltfempL. Jaj*an, p. 247. The holy book Kio is probably 

the 
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The emblematical horfe is introduced alfo 
into the hiftory of Saturn. This deity is faid 
to have metamorphofed himfelf into one of 
thole animals, and in that form to have en- 
joyed Philyra the daughter of Oceanus. The 
fruit of their loves was the centaur Chiron ; 
who is clofely connected with the Argonautic 
expedition, and who w r as the preceptor of the 
renowned Achilles q . The daughter of Chi- 
ron (for the whole of his genealogy is entire- 
ly mythological) was called Hippa, or Mena- 


the fame as the holy book, which the Hindoos believe to have 
been recovered by Vifhnou from the demon Hyagriva when the 
waters of the deluge abated. (Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 233.) It is 
not unworthy of obfervation, that in the third Avatar, which 
manifeftly relates to the hiftory of the flood, two of the arkite 
lymbols, the cow and the horfe, are very conlpicuoufly intro- 
duced. (See the print in Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. i. p. 581.) 
They are depi£ted Handing upon the neighbouring fhore, while 
the Soors and Afloors, or the good and evil genii, violently 
churn the ocean with the mountain Mandar, on the top of 
which is feated Vifhnou, and round which is twifted a huge 
ferpent. (Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. i. p. 584.) Mandar feems 
to be the Ark, the word itfelf being perhaps a contraftion of 
Manah-Adar, the illujlrious Noetic Ark ; the ferpent relates to 
the folar worfhip ; and the bow, which appears beneath the 
tortoife, brings to our remembrance the propitious rainbow, the 
flgn of God’s clemency towards the renovated world. As for 
the cow, it is denominated by the Hindoos the co%o of plenty 5 
and that with perfe6t propriety, for it was a fymbol of the Ark, 
the Ceres or Magna Mater of claflical antiquity. 
q Hyg. Fab. 138: — Schol. in Pind. Pyth. 3. vol. i. 

lippa ■, 
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fippa ; and ihe was feigned by fome to have 
been changed into a mare, and placed among 
the conftellations 1 : but others fuppofed, that 
the catafterifm of the horfe was not Hippa, 
but Pegafus *. The import of both thefe tra- 
ditions however is precifely the fame j for as 
Pegafus is the Hippo-P’Aga, or diluvian Ark, 
fo Hippa, or Menalippa, is Men-El-Hippa, 
the divine Noetic Hippa. Although Saturn, 
when coniidered with a reference to the ark- 
ite worfhip, be the fcriptural Noah ; yet in 
another point of view, like moft of the prin- 
cipal heathen deities, he is the Sun *. Hence 
his fabulous conlort, Rhea, or Cybele, was 
frequently termed Ops, or the ophite goddefs u ; 
notwithftanding the circumftance of her be- 
ing, like Venus, both the lunar Ark in the 
diluvian myfteries, and the globe of the Earth 
emerging from the bofom of the waters x . In 


r H yg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 18. 

• Ibid. ' 

t Saturnus ipfe, qui au&or eft temporum, et ideo a Graecis 
immutata litera Kpo vos quafi Xpow? vocatur, quid aliud nifi Sol 
intelligendus eft? Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 22. 

u Idem (Saturnus) fororem fuam Rheam, quam Latine Opem 
zdicimus. La6t. de Fal. Rel. lib. i. cap. 13. Hanc deam Opem 
Satumi conjugem crediderunt. Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 10. 

x Terram Opem.— Huic deaefedentes vota concipiunt, ter- 
ramque de induftria tan gun t ; demonftrantes et ipfam matrem 
effe terram mortalibus appetendam. Ibid. 

this 
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this laft capacity, (he had an oracle in com- 
mon with Neptune, which was attended by 
a prieft denominated Purcon, or PUr-Chon, 
the priejl of fire, in allulion to the folar devo- 
tion 7 . 

Having now confidered the hiftories of the 
feveral Hippian or arkite deities, I fhall pro- 
ceed to analyte fome of the many gentile tra- 
ditions, which are founded upon the fymbo- 
lical Hippa. 

The city of Oncheftus, celebrated for the 
worihip both of Neptune and Hercules, re- 
ceived its name from One, or Ogc, the Ocean ; 
and as fuch was the fuppofed refidence of 
Hippomenes. According to Ovid, the father 
of this hero was Megareus ; his grandfather, 
Oncheftius and his great-grandfather, Nep- 
tune*. He was the lover of the beautiful 
Atalanta ; who was by lbirie believed to be 
the child of Scheneus, and by others, of Ia- 
liis and Clymene the daughter of Minyas, 
from whom the Argonauts were called Mi- 
nyae a . Atalanta, when an infant, was ex- 


y Th&tiiomq tf xoiw xtt i Fn? •»>** to /gam tor* xcu tx* pur 
ttt Uoan $wn h *5 ret petvrtvp.etT* ctrat tlvfxwtct* Pauf« 

Phoc. p. 309. 

* Ovid. Metam. lib. x. ver. 603. 

* Thefc two Atalantae are fpoken of as different perfons, but 
I apprehend them to have been originally the fame. 

pofed 
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pofed by her father, and fuckled by a bear : 
afterwards, when arrived at years of maturity, 
fhe became the wife of Hippomenes, who had 
conquered her in the race by the artifice of the 
golden apples b . Hyginus fays, that both fhe 
and her hufband were at length changed into 
lions by Jupiter, in the neighbourhood of 
ParnafTus c ; but Ovid afcribes thehH meta- 1 
morphofis to Cybele, the mother of the 
gods d . 

Hippomenes is Hippo-Menes, the arkite 
Menes, or Noah ; and his confort Atalanta is 
At-Al-An-Ta, the divine Jhip of the Sun . e . 
Minyas, as we fhall fee more at large here- 
after, is Menu, or Noah ; and Megareus, the 
father of Hippomenes, is Ma-Car, the Ulujlri- 
eus Sun. The circumftance of Atalanta’s be- 
ing nurfed by a bear is a ftory of much the 
fame, import, as the metamorphofis of Callif- 
to into one of thofe animals, and the unnatu- 
ral paflion of Polyphonte for another of them. 
The Greek word, which fignifies a bear, hap- 
pens to be Ardios, and the Noetic veflel was 
worfhipped under the name of Arc-Do, or 

b Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. ix. 
c Or the arkite mountain. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 25 5. 
d Hyg. Fab. 185. — Ovid. Metam. lib. x. ver. 686. 
e I have already obferved, that many of the goddefies derived 
their titles from folar appellations. Vide fupra voL i. p. 178. 

vol. n. r> the 
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the divine Ark ; hence they were confounded 
together, and hence originated the wild fabler 
of bears being in fome manner conne&ed 
with perfons denominated Areas , Bootes* Hip* 
fomenes , or Hipponus. Thus Areas, or Boo-, 
tes, was the reputed fon of Callifto ; Hippo- 
menes, title reputed hulband of Atlanta ; and 
HippoAus, or Hippo-Nus, the Hippian Noab t 
the reputed father of Polyphonte f . The li-. 
ons, into which Hippomenes and his confort 
were fuppofed to have been changed, are only, 
as we have repeatedly feen, the ufual folar 
emblems R , 

As for Minyas, or Menu, the fon of Orcho-* 
menus, and the grandfather of Atalanta, he is 
laid by Antoninus Liberalis to have had threq 
daughters, Leucippa, Arfippa, and Alcathok. 
Thefe were driven to madnefs by Bacchus, 
and compelled to ramble wildly through the 
mountains, till Leucippa, in her diftruftiofl,' 
tore her fon Hippafus in pieces h . 


f Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 21. 

s This huntrefs Atalanta is enumerated by Apollodorus 
among the Argonauts $ (Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.) but Apollonius 
only makes her exprefs a wilh to accompany them, on account 
of her affe&ion for Jafon. (Argon, lib. i. ver. 771.) At any 
rate Ihe was immediately connected with the Minyae or Noa- 
chidae, being, as I have juft remarked, the grand-daughter of 
Minyas. 

h Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 10, 

The 
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The wanderings of Leycippa and her lifters 
are of the fame nature as thofe of To and Ce* 
res ; and allude only to the unfettled ftate of 
the Ark upon the furface of the waters. 
Hence, as Bacchus or Noah is faid to have 
driven the daughters of Minyas to madnefs, fo 
the fame calamity is fuppofed to have been 
brought upon lo by Juno, or the dove. Leu- 
cippa accordingly is Luc-Hippa ; and Arfip- 
pa, Ares-Hippa, the Ark of the folar Noah : 
while Hippafus is Hippa-Zeus, the god of the 
Hippa. Hence we find, that the legend of 
the death of Hippafus is nearly related to the 
misfortunes of Bacchus and Ofiris ; the for- 
mer of whom was feigned to have been torn 
by the Titans, and the latter by Typhon. 

The ftory of Hippolytus is another tradition 
founded upon the term Hiph. Hippolytus 
was the fon of Thefeus, and was faid to have 
been accidentally killed in confequence of his 
horfes taking fright at a fea-monfter. Diana, 
by the afliftance of Efculapius, brought him 
back from the infernal regions, and conveyed 
him to the grove Aricia in Italy. Here he 
was Worfhipped under the name of Virbius *, 

* Quatuor millibus ab urbe eft Virbii clivus, qua iter eft ad 
Ariciam, et ad nemus Dianae, ubi Virbius colitur, id eft Hip- 
polytus, quod bis in vitam prolapfus (it. Schol. in Perf. Sat. 6 . 
▼er. 56. % 

x> 3 or 
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or the twice-born j and was feigned to have 
become the confort of the nymph Aricia, and 
the father of a fecond Virbius. 

Ibat et Hippolyti proles pulcherrima bello, 
Virbius : infignem quem mater Aricia mifit, 
i Edu&um Egerise lucis humentia circum 
Littora, pinguis ubi et placabilis ara Dianse. 
Namque feruntfama Hippolytum, poftquam ar- 
te novercas 

Occident, patriafque explerit fanguine poenas, 
Turbatis diftraftus equis, ad fidera rurfus 
ALtherea, et fuperas coeli veniffe fub auras, 
Paeoniis revocatum herbis, et amore Dianas. 
Turn pater omnipotens, aliquem indignatus ab 
umbris 

Mortalem infernis ad lumina furgere vitae, 

Ipfe repertorem medicinae tabs et artis 
Fulmine Phcebigenam Stygias detrufit ad undas. 
At Trivia' Hippolytum fecretis alma recondit 
Sedibus, et nymphae Egeriae nemorique relegat : 
Solus ubi in fylvis ltalis ignobilis aevum 
Exigeret, verfoque ubi nomine Virbius eflet. 
Unde etiam Trivise templo lucifque facratis 
Cornipedes arcentur equi, quod littore currum 
■Et juvenem monftris pavidi effudere marinis k . 

The fon of fam’d Hippolytus was there j 
Fam’d as his fire, and as his mother fair. 

k ASfteid. lib. vii. ver. 76 1 . 

Whom 
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Whom in' Egerian groves Aricia bore, 

And nurs’d his youth along the marfhy fhore : 
Where great Diana’s peaceful altars flame 
In fruitful fields, and Virbius was his name. 
Hippolytus, as old records have faid. 

Was by his Stepdame fought to (hare her bed : 
But when no female arts his mind could move. 
She turn’d to furious hate her impious love. ' 
Tom by wild horfes on the fandy fhore, 1 
Another’s crimes th’unhappy hunter bore } C. 
Glutting his father’s eyes with guiltlefs gore, \ 
But chafte Diana, who his death deplor’d, 

With Efculapian herbs his life reftor’d. 

When Jove, who faw from high, with juft dif* 
dain 

The dead inpfir’d with vital breath again, , 
Struck to the centre with his flaming dart, 

Th’ unhappy founder of the godlike art. 

But Trivia kept in fecret fhades alone, 

Her care, Hippolytus, to fate unknown j 
And call’d him Virbius in th’ Egerian grove : 
Where then he liv’d obfcure, but fafe from Jove, 
For this, from Trivia’s temple and her wood. 
Are couriers driven, who fhed their mafter’s 
blood. 

Affrighted by the monfters of the flood. 

Drydett. 

Servius, in his commentary upon the Ene- 
id, very juftly remarks, that Virbius, or Hip- 
polytus,. was worlhipped in conjunction with 

d 3 Diana, 
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Diana, precifely in the fame manner as Attis 
was joined to the mother of the Gods, Erich- 
thonius to Minerva, and Adonis to Venus *. 
He was, in fa&, like each of thofe deities, no 
other than the principal god of the Hippa, or 
Ark m . Hence, as Hercules, Bacchus, Ofiris, 
Adonis, and Mercury, are all feigned to have 
returned from the fabulous regions of Hades ; 
<6 we find Hippolytus, by the favour of the 
Tauric Diana", and the medicines of the Ca- 

1 Re vera autem, et ut fupra diximus, Virbius eft numen 
coajun&um Dianae, ut matri De£tm Attis, Minervae Erichtho? 
nius, Veneri Adonis. Serv. in loc. 

m One of the wives of Thefeus was called Hippa , whom I 
take to be the fame mythological perfonage as Hippolyta, the 
fuppofed mother of Hippolytus. A then. Deipnof. lib. xiii. 
P‘557* Thefeus himfelf is enumerated by Apollonius among the 
fabulous Argonauts ; and is faid, like his fon Hippolytus, to 
have defcended into Hades, and afterwards to have been reftored 
to the light of day. Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. ioi.« — Schol. 
in loc. He is alfo reprefented as being contemporary with the 
Cretan Minos or Menu. 

n It is plain that this Diana is the Tauric Diana, fo called 
from Taurus, ibt arkit* ball , becaufe Virgil applies to her 
the epithet placdbllu. Upon which Servius remarks : Placabi- 
lis, ac d diceret, non qualis ante fuit, vel illic vel apud Centau- 
ros humano gaudens cruore ; quam hiftoriam plene in fecundo 
diximus, cum Iphigeniae incidit commemoratio. Iphigenia, 
the daughter of Agamemnon, was the prieftefs of the Tauric 
Diana. See Eurip. Iphig. in Taur. Iphigenia is Ipha-Chenah, 
the prie/lefs of tb& Ipba or Ark. She was, moreover, not only a 
pjicftcjs of Diana, but alfo Diana herfelf; the minifters of the 
heathen gods, as we have repeatedly obferved, bearing frequent* 
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bir Efculapius, reftored to the light of day, 
after his confinement in the gloom of Hell. 
The ftory of his death being occafioned by 
his horfes taking fright at a fea-monfter is a 
mere perverfion of two of the arkite lymbols ° ; 
and his allegorical confort Aricia p is nothing 
more than the Ark. 

It is Worthy of obiervation, that, according 
to the text of Servius, Efculapius, who re- 
ftored Hippolytus to life, is by Virgil ftyled 
a Pbenician. 

Fulmine Poenigenam Stygias detrufit ad undas. 

This circumftance naturally reminds us of the 

> 

ly thi names of the deities, whom they feryed. Thus the Tatu 
rians themfelves afierted, that their goddefs was Iphigertia, the 
daughter of Agamemnon. Tw &» ry Wi) Myxct 

avToi Tavfot ti )> AyotfAtjAnm «»»ai. Herod, lib. lv. cap. 

103. 

0 Ovid fays, that the fea-monfter, which frightened the horfes 
of Hippolytus, was a bull, that emerged from the waves, like 
the Cretan bultof Minos. 

■ ■ " — Mare furrexit, cumulufque immanis aquarum 
Iii montis fpeciem curvari, et crefcere vifus, 

Et dare mugitus, fummoque cacumine findi. 

Corniger hint: taurus ruptis expellitur undis, 

Peftoribufque tenus molles ere&us in auras, 

Naribus et patulo partem maris eVomit ore. 

Metam. lib. xv. ver. 508. 
p From this Aricia, the Arician grove, where Numa held his 
nofturnal conferences with the goddefs Egeria, was fuppofed to 
have derived its name. 

d 4 Pie- 
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Phenician Cabir Efculapius of Sanchoniatho ; 
and refers us nof to Greece, but to the Eaft, 
for the fable of Hippolytus. The ancient 
commentator upon 'Horace introduces Juno, 
or the dove, into this mythological hiftory, 
which I do not recollect to have feen done by 
any other writer. He mentions, that, although 
Diana had once brought her favourite hero 
from the fhades below, yet Juno was not able 
to fave him from a fecond, that is a natural 
death q . 

The fame allufion to the facred Hippa maybe 
traced in the fabulous hiftory of Alope. Alope 
was the daughter of Cercyon, the Ion of Vul- 
can ; and, by a fecret intercourfe with Nep- 
tune, (he became the mother of Hippothoiis. 
Unwilling that her lhame fhould' be difco- 
vered by her father, flie expofed her infant ; 
but it was fuckled by a mare, and thus pre- 
ferved from death r . 

Alope, like Europa, was fo denominated 
in honour of Al-Op, the divine ferpent s ; and 


* Revocare quidem ilium potuit (Diana ab infcris), at im- 
mortalem facere non potuit : quia licet dicatur Hippolytus re- 
vocatus, non potuit tamen a Junone in hac luce teneri. Vet. 
Commen. in Horat. lib. iv. Od. 7. cum emend. Jacobi Cruquii 
Mefifenii, 4to. 
r Hyg. Fab. 187. 

1 I have already attempted to account for the application of 

folar 
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her father Cercyon is Cer-Chon, the priejl of 
the Sun. Hence, in reference to the folar 
worfhip, he is made the offspring of Vulcan. 
The imaginary amour therefore of Neptune 
and Alope, and the fable of the mare adling 
as a nurfe to their offspring, are founded en- 
tirely upon a mifunderflanding of the mytho- 
logical term Hippa \ 

Nearly the fame ftory is told of Neptune, 
and Menalippa u ; whofe infants were, in a 
fimilar manner, expofed, and fuckled by the 
other arkite emblem, the cow x . The name of 
one of thefe children was Beotus, from whom 
Beotia was fuppofed to have received its ap- 
pellation. Beotus however was the fame as 
Butes, Bootes, Buddha, and Budfdo ; in other 
words, he was the god of the fymbolical hei- 
fer : whence Thebes, the capital of Beotia, 
was fo called, as we have already feen, from 
Theba, the Ark. 

I am much inclined to think likewife, that 


folar titles to the heathen goddefles. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 17$. 
note p. 

* Hippothoiis afterwards became king of Arcadia, or the land 
of the divine Ark % Pauf. A read. p. 607. . 

u We have already feen, that Menalippa was the daughter 
of Chiron, and that (he was feigried to have been changed into 
a mare. 

* Hyg^ Fab,. 186. 


the 
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the mythological Hippa is purpofely intro- 
duced by Virgil into his epifbde refpe&ing 
Camilla. Servius, his commentator, {c tuples 
not to alTert, that the word Qdmilla is derived 
from Cafmilus or Camillus, the title of the 
Samothracian Cabir Mercury : and it abun- 
dantly appears, that the Eneid is peculiarly a 
theological poem, both from the obfervations 
which have already been made upon the 
myftic Hades, and from the criticifms of Ma- 
crobius. Thefe confiderations render it by 
no means improbable, that the romantic fable 
of Camilla having been fuckled by a mare is 
built upon Virgil’s acquaintance with the 
Myfteries of the Hippio-Cabiric Ceres *. 

I have already noticed Abas, as being con- 
nected with the Abantes ; and Perfeus, as 
being Peres-Zeus, or the folar deity. 'They 
were both elteemed Argives or arkites ; 
whence we may naturally expert to meet 
with fome allufions to the fymbolical Hippa 
in the courfe of their fabulous genealogy. 
Abas was the fon of Hypermneftra, by Lyn- 
ceus, the fucceflor of Danaus at Argos. He 
efpoufed Ocalea, the daughter of Mantineus, 
and became the father of Acrifius and Pre- 
tus ; who are faid to have quarrelled even in 

z iEneid. Servii, lib - , xi. p. 6$o. 

their 
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their mother’s womb, and afterwards, when 
arrived at man’s eftate, to have contended for 
the kingdom. In this llruggle, Acrifius 
proved victorious; and Pretus was forced to 
retire to Tiryns. Here he begot Lyfippa, 
Iphinoe, and IphianafTa ; who were driven to 
madnefs, and compelled to ramble through 
the whole country of the Argives, for having 
flighted, according to Hefxod, the Myfteries 
of Bacchus, but, according to Acufilaus, for 
defpiling the ftatue of Juno a . 

The genealogy of the line of Danaus, like 
moft others of the fabulous ages, is entirely 
mythological ; confifting only of varied repe- 
titions of the diluvian hiftory b . Thus, while 
Danaus himfelf is the great patriarch, his re- 


* ApoIIod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. a. ' 

b Hence we find, that the radicals Hipb and Arg perpetu- 
ally occur in the genealogies of Danaus and Egyptus. The 
wife of the latter of thefe brothers was Argyphia (Arg-Hipha) ; 
and among his* Ions we meet with Bufiris (Bu-Sir), Daiphron 
(Da^Hiph-Aron), Alcmenon (Al-Oc-Men-On), Hippothous 
(Hippo-Thus), Menalcas (Men-Al-Oc-As), Argius (Arghi), 
Archelaus (Arc-El), and Hippocoryfies (Hippo-Cor). Moft 
alfo of the names, which the daughters of Danaus bear, are 
words of a fimilar origin. Thus we have Hippodamia (Hippa- 
Da-Maia), Hippomedufa (Hippa-Ma-Dufa), Iphimedufa (Hi-» 
ph*-Ma-Dufa), Pirene (P* Arena), Euhippa (the beautiful Hip* 
fa), Chryfippa (the golden Hippo), Glaucippa (the fea-grecn 
Hppd)> Dioxippa (Di-Og-Hippa), Pylarg£ (Bala-Arga), and 
'TodafcS (Bond-Area). See Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. i. 
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mote defcendant Perfeus, from the circum- 
flance of his having been expofed in an ark, 
is evidently the lame. In a limilar manner, 
Hypermneftra the wife of Lynceus, and Oca- 
lea the mother of Acrifius and Pretus, are 
equally a perfonification of the Ark. Hy- 
permneftra is Hip-Or-Menes-Tora, the hippo- 
tauriform Ark of the fclar Menes j and Oca- 
lea, the allegorical daughter of Mantineus, or 
Man-Tin-Nus, the arkite Cetus Noah, is Oc- 
Alla, the goddefs of the Ocean. The conteft 
between- the two brothers, like that of the 
Th.eban pteocles and Polynices c , relates to 
the ftruggle between the votaries of the two 
fuperftitions ; and as for the ftory of the 
madnefs of Lyfxppa, Iphinoe, and Iphianafla, 
it is a mere repetition of the fable of Leu- 
cippa, Arfippa, and Alcathoe, the daughters 
of Minyas d . They both relate to the wan- 
derings of the Hippa or Ark ; whence we 
find Bacchus and Juno, or' Noah and the 
dove, introduced as principal adtors. Ly- 
fippa is the fame title as Leucippa ; Iphino& 
is Ipha-Noe, the Ark of Noah; and Iphianafla 
is the royal Ipha. It is remarkable, that one 
of thefe virgins is allegorically faid by Apol- 
lodorus to have efpoufed Melampus, the fon 

c Vide fupra u. d Vide fupra p. 34. 
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of Amythaon by Idomene the daughter of 
Abas ; the fame Melampus, who, according 
to Herodotus, learned from Cadmus the ne- 
farious rites of Bacchus, the Cabiri, and the 
Phallus, and firft introduced them among the 
Hellenes c . I have little doubt, but that 
Melampus is juft as fabulous a character as 
Cadmus, Abas, or Acrifius : the word is pro- 
perly an arkite title, M’El-Am-Bus, the di- 
vine helio-arkite ball, which the Greeks, as 
they were wont, perverted into Melampus, 
a perfon with black feet. Hence we find, that 
Melampus is faid by Cicero to have been one 
of the Cabiri, or Diofcori f . 

It has been oblerved, upon the authority 
of Palephatus, that Pegafus, the winged horfe 
of Bellerophon, was nothing more than an 
ark, or long ftrip 8 . If Pegafus then be the 
Ark, Bellerophon muft of courfe be the god 
of the Ark, or Noah. Accordingly he is faid 
by Tzetzes to have been likewife called Hip- 


e Herod, lib. ii. cap. 49, 50, 51. The ancient Pelafgi wtfTo 
already in pofleflion of thofe Myfteries. 
f Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. 21. 

8 From this Hippo-Pegafus the * celebrated fountain Hippo- 
crene received its name. It was fituated in Beotia, and was 
fuppoled to have been produced by a ftroke of his hoof, Hyg. 
Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 18. 
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fonus, or Hippo-Nus, the Hippian Noah h ; 
and he is reprefented by Hyginus as the bro- 
ther of the Phenician Agenor, as the fon of 
Neptune, and as the grandlon of Nufus It 
is almoft fuperfluous to remark, that this ge- 
nealogy is purely mythological, and that Nu- 
fus and Hipponus are one and the fame per- 
lon, Tzetzes mentions, that Bellerophon ac- 
quired his name from his having involuntarily 
iflain Bellerus k . This is a {lory of precifely 
the fame nature as that of the murder of Ar- 
gus by Mercury-Argiphontes. Bellerophon, 
Bellerophofttes , or Bel-Ur-Opb-Phont, was 
merely a title of the folar deity Noah 1 ; and 
it will be evident how very little dependence 
can be placed upon the fable of this imagi- 
nary hero having killed Bellerus, when we 
find, that fome mythologies fuppofe him to 
have llain, not Bellerus, but Deliades, Piren, 
or Atcimenes m . The faft is, that no raur* 

** BiMfpopomjf, o xa» 'Itstoh? x*\Hpctvoff. Tzct. in Lycoph, 
Ter. 17. 

1 Hyg. Fah. 157. 

k Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 17. 

1 The fcholiaft upon Hefiod accordingly informs us, that 
Bellerophon was only a title of the Sun. BfMtppomtt ru Uny*- 
cop 0 *HAto*. Schol. Alleg. in Hefiod. Theog. 

▼er. 319. 

m Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 17. 
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der was ever really committed, the fable 
having entirely originated from a mifconcep- 
tion 'of the title Bel-Ur-Opb-Phont. Belle- 
rophon is further faid to have efpoufed Phi- 
loqp& or Bala-Noa, the princely Noetic Ark b ; 
and his horfe Pegafus is declared by Tzetzes, 
in perfect conformity with Palephatus, to b« 
merely a fhip °. 

The hiftory pf the city Tarfus in Cilicia is 
clqfely connected with the legend of Bellero- 
phon. Various accounts are given of its ori- 
ginal foundation. According to Euftathius, 
it was a colony of thofe Argives, who were 
fent in fearch of lo, the daughter of Inachus; 
but Solinus p , and Anti pater q , make Perfeus 
to have been its founder. The difference 
however between thefe fables is more appa- 
rent than real, for they are both of the very 
fame import, and merely ferve to point out 
to u?» that Tarfus was an arkite city : hence 
we find, that a tradition of the deluge pre- 
vailed there. In the account, which the 
Tarfians gave of this cataftrophe, they af- 

* Tset. in Lycoph. ver, 17. 

* & OVK w ifTTTQf, 8 7«p Iff* &¥8 Tt{ fWTE^’ptCr&r iTTTTOI 

ciXXa, frAoip ty&ccs, & rvy%am IJyyucroc 3 ) 

9 Ibid. 

* Solra. Polyhift. cap. 38. 

* nigri* gqp xt T agn Kfaovot tt&Aj. Antip. Epig. 

ferted. 
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fcrted, that, when the waters began to retife, 
the tops of the Tauric mountains Arft ap- 
peared ; at the feet of which flood Tarfus. 
From this circumftance it acquired the name 
of Polis Terfia, or the city of drynefs, which 
was afterwards changed into ‘Tarfus T ; but 
lome mythologifts fuppofed it to have been 
lb called onto roi^trou too Ib]yx<rou, from the hoof 
of Pegafus, Bellerophon having been there 
difmounted, and doomed to linger out the 
reft of his days in the Aleian plains 8 .- Into 
this lame country of Cilicia, as the Argives 
of Inachus had done before him, came Cilix 
alio the Ion of Agenor, while employed 'in 
feeking for his After Europa *. Thus at length 
we perceive, that the two fables of Io, and 
Europa, meet in ope point. They both al- 
lude to the fame circumftance, the voyage of 
the Ark ; and confequently the emblematical 
bull makes a confpicuous appearance in them 


r AAAot fXEvrot to ovofAoc. tjjj Trohevg viroy.mp.* rt)4 Tit BMtgopotrou 
yuXaxg titan <pxa\ ty)v vro'Kn, hoc to pitix tov ttxrxxXvtx^ot, fx tree 
Tty it party cvrxcrw tuv v^octojv Tr^offy^upavTont tig Tty SuToco’croLV, rx 
« kh au/ccfrgcti/Btyaa irpu to* T xvptxx op j' ho xoti Tty ivo'Kiv Tepcriav tot* 
xXyStyctt, ug goto tow TtptTco To %y) getwu' t/g-Epr h Tocptrov, Euftath. 
in Dion. Perieg. ver. 870. This paffage appears to have fuf- 
fered fome corruption. 

8 Or the plain of the Titanic Aletae. Euftath, in Dion. 
Perieg. ver. 870. 

* Ibid. ver. 874. 

both. 
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both. From Tor, a bull, therefore I equally 
derive the name of mount Taurus, and of the 
city Tarjus, being naturally led to fuch an 
etymology by the hiftory of the place u . Bo- 
chart indeed 1 , and after him Dr. Wells y , 
fuppofe Tarfus to have been one of the fet- 
tlements of Tarfhifli, the fon of Japhet : but 
this I very much doubt, notwithftanding 
feme words of Euftathius, which certainly 
appear to favour their fyftem, though neither 
of thole authors have noticed them. In the 
neighbourhood of Tarfus, for inftance, flood 
Anchiale, which, according to Euftathius, 
received its appellation from Anchiale, the 
daughter of Iapetus z . I queftion however, 
whether this alone be fufficient to induce us 
to believe, that a city like Tarfus, confefledly 
founded by a colony of Hammonian Argives * 
and Phenicians, could ever have borrowed its 
name from a fon of Japhet. 

Tarfus then being thus devoted to the helio- 


u Tarfus was fo called in honour of Tar- Zeus, the lelio-arkiu 
hull 


* Boch. Phaleg; lib. iii. cap. 7. 
y Wells’s Geog. vol. i. p. 65. 

Euftatb. in Dion. ver. 875. 

* The Argives were Dorians, who came originally from 
Egypt, and confequently wre of the line of Ham. ^ Herod, 
lib. vi. cap. 53 * 

vol. 11. e arkite 
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arkite Myflerics, we fhall not be lurpriled to 
find prevalent, in its immediate vicinity, a 
tradition, apparently founded upon the ac- 
count given by Mofes of the Noetic raven. 
A neighbouring city, denominated Mallus , 
was fuppofed to have derived its appellation, 
from the circumftance of a raven’s having 
brought a lock of wool there b . 

From Tarfus let us proceed to Carthage. 
With regard to this famous city, the molt 
powerful of all the Phenician colonies, evident 
traces of the two principal arkite lymbols, the 
bull and the horfe, occur in the very uncer- 
tain hiftory of its foundation. According to 
fome, it was built by Dido upon as much 

b Euftath. in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 875* Celenderis, another 
Cilician city, is faid by Apollodorus to have been built by San- 
docus, who came out of Syria. Sandocus was defcended from 
Mercuiy and HersS, through the line of Cephalus, Tithoftus, 
Phaethon, and Aftynoiis ; and he was the parent of Cinyras, 
the father of Adonis. Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 13. This 
is one of thofe fabulous genealogies fo common in the mytho- 
logy of the ancients. At the head of it ftands the arkite Mer- 
cury : arid in the courfe of it we find enumerated Tithonus, 
or Tithon-Nus, the Titanic Noah ; Phaethon, or Ph’Aith-Ori, 
the burning Sun and Sandocus, or San-Dag, the Jolat fijb-god . 
In a fimilar manner Adonis, who is here reprefented as. the 
grandfon of Sandocus, and the remote defcendant of Mercury, 
is rieverthelefs, if taken in one point of view, the Sun, and, if 
in another, the patriarch Noah ; being the fame mythological 
character as Bacchus, Attis, or Ofiris. 
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ground as Ihe could inclofe with a bull's hide* 
pursuant to her agreement with Iarbas the 
king of the Libyans ; whence the citadel after- 
wards bore the name of Bur/a : but according 
to others, it was founded by Carchedon, a 
Phenician, and was called the new city c , or 
Cadmia d , or Caccahe ; which laft name, as we 
are told byEuftathius, fignifies, in the language 
of the country, a horje's bead*. This title 
originated from the following wild fable. 
When the Phenician colonifts began to lay 
the foundations of their future city, they dug 
up the head of an ox ; and, terrified with the 
prefage, which they thought portended fervi- 
tude, they haftily relinquilhed the work. 
Commencing however afrefh in the neigh- 


c Bochart has veiy juftly obferved, that fuch is the literal 
fignification of Carthage, or Nmn-ttmp Cartha-Hadtha, c\v K i- 
tas nova. 

d The name of Cadmia was given to Carthage in honour of 
Cadmus, or Cadm-On, the oriental Sun. Cadmia alfo in Ar- 
menia, into which country Cadmus is faid to have travelled, 
and Cadmia in Cilicia, moft probably received their refpedfcivc 
appellations from the worlhip of the fame deity. Mof. Cho- 
ren. Hiift. Armen, lib. i. cap. 9, 10. — Eufeb. Chron. p. 30. 

c This word is derived by Bochart from rQD"V“O f Car (~0) 
is a leader , and thence analogically a bead : from it the Greeks 
appear to have borrowed their term xap or xapa. Carthag^ 
according to Stephanus of Byzantium, was alfo called Enuj/a 9 
which feems to be Ai-Nufla, the territory /acred to the Ark. Steph< 
Byzan. de llrb. p. 454. 

E 2 bovu* 
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bourhood of a palm tree, they next found a 
horfe’s head ; and, conceiving it to be an. 
omen of liberty and empire, they joyfully pur- 
sued their Undertaking f . Virgil mentions, 
that this prodigy was fent by Juno, or the 
dove, the guardian deity of Carthage. 

Lucus in urbe fuit media, ketiffimus umbra ; 
Quo primum jadlati undis, et turbine Pceni 
Effodere loco fignum, quod regia Juno 
Monftrarat, caput acris equi ; ficnamfore bello 
Egregiam, et facilem vidtu per faecula gentem s. 

Full in the centre of the town there flood. 
Thick fet with trees, a venerable wood : 

The Tyrians landed near this holy ground, 

And digging here, a profperous omen found : 
From under earth a courfer’s head they drew. 
Their growth and future fortune to forefhew : 
This fated fign their foundrefs Juno gave. 

Of a foil fruitful, and a people brave. 

Drydett. 

From an expreffion of Eufebius, Carthage 

appears to have been twice founded by the 

Tyrians. The firfl colony bore the name of 

Origo, and was mofl probably deftroyed by the 

native Africans : the fecond was the mighty 
* 

. f Euftath. in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 195. 
s iEneid. i. ver. 445, \ 
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rival of Rome h . Since the Cabiric Myfteries 
were <b well known in Phenicia, as we have 
abundantly feen from Sanchoniatho, it is not 
very likely, that the Tyrians of Carthage 
could have been ignorant of them. Hence 
I conje<fture, that Origo is derived from Orech, 
or Arech, the Ark * ; a term, which fuffici- 
ently points out the nature of the Carthagi- 
nian worfhip. 

If we coaft along the fhore of the Mediter- 
ranean weftward from Carthage, we (hall find, 
two cities, each called Hippo, and diftin- 
guifhed from one another by the epithets re- 
gius, and Zaritus k . One of them, in fuc- 
ceeding ages, was rendered juftly famous on 
account of its eminently pious bifhop Auguf- 

b Kdpxi)fa/r tmxrtrSv vvo Kapxrootof tu Tvptttf it afoot, two 
Atiw; rv){ txute Bvyarpof ■*— ixateiTo it irgo tut* Opyv. Eufeb. 
Chron. lib. i. p. 34. This citation is brought forward by Bo- 
chart \ but I cannot aflent to his criticifm upon the word Origo , 
which he fuppofes tQ have been the name of Dido, and not of 
the town. The compound En«x*n<r$u certainly implies a fecond 
foundation ; and in that cafe, as well as from the conftru&ion 
of the Greek, it is much more natural to refer Origo to the 
city, than to the queen. 

* The Latin word Origo , whence the Englifh Origin, feems 
in a fimilar manner to be deducible from Oreg, the Ark ; that 
veflel being the origin of all things in the renovated world. 
From the fame root, and with much the fame idea, the Greek 
term Arche, the beginning, is alfo derived. 

k Zar-Ait, the burning Sun . 

E 3 tine. 
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tine. Salluft informs us, that Hippo, along 
with Adrumetum, Leptis, and feveral other 
feaports, was founded by the Phenicians 1 } 
whence we may reafonably conclude their 
names to be Punic. Hippo accordingly feems 
, to have been fo called from Hippa, the Ark ; 
Adrumetum, from Adar-Am-Ait, the illujiri- 
ous fiery Sun ; and Leptis, from Lepd-Es-’" , 
the burning lamp of day. 

I fhall conclude this chapter with a few" 
remarks upon the cups of the ancients, which 
will be found nearly connected with the pre- 
ceding difcuffion of the radical Hipbot Stpb. 

' It is a curious circumftance, that mod of 
the Greek appellations, by which drinking, 
veflels were defignated, are terms properly and 
primarily applicable to fhips n . The reafoo of 
this, according to Macrobius, was their re- 
femblance to them in point of form °. Some 

1 Poftea Phcenices, alii multitudinis domi minuendae gratia, 
pars imperii cupidine, follicitata plebe aliifque novarum rerum 
avidis, Hipponem, Hadrumetum, Leptim, aliafque urbes in 
ora maritima condidere. Salluft. Jjugur. cap. 19. 

n K ettSctpof ot* pay irXGUi onouct xo»»c>* on h xatt iro ryjpior r» vtv 
xxfaiTat, ApcEt^ctf Qyjo-h' Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 473. 
IlAotor v) xt/piCt}— xvfj&ct woT»)£»or* Ibid. p. 4§2. 

• Cymbia autem haec, ut ipftus nominis figura indicat, di- 
minutive a cymba di&a : quod et apud Graecos, et apud nos 
ill is trahentes navigii genus eft. Ac fane animadverti ego apud 
Graecos multa poculorum genera a re navali cognominataj ut 

carchefia 
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of thefe ancient cups were called Carcbefia t 
which feems to be a contraction of Ga-Arc, 
the illujirious Ark •, others were known by the 
name of Manes p , a title, as we have repeat- 
edly feen, of the great patriarch j others were 
denominated Scypbi ; and others, Gault q . 
They were frequently adorned with figures 
of doves perched upon them, in reference to 
the conftellation of the Pleiades r , whofe hif- 
tory I have Ihewn to be connected with that 
of the Noetic dove and the deluge. They 
were fometimes dedicated to Bacchus, Or 
Noah, and fometimes to Venus, or the Ark ; 
and it was ufual to make libations out of 
them to the Ocean. 


carcheda fupra docui, ut haec cymbia pocula procera ac navibus 
iimilia. Mem in it hujus poculi Eratofthenes vir longe do£titfi- 
mus in epiftola ad Hagetorem Lacedaemonium his verbis : K^a- 
*mpa yap i nsrav tok ^io»?, ax apyvgtor, tick Ai^oxoAAijtoi », aAXa 

tutop ¥ o craxti t7rnr\r)£vcanp, airoamtaapTt^ toi? S*o*f ex 
Trjf (piafaiSf vpoxpup /Samrome ru xvpGw. Macrob. Saturn, 

lib. v. cap. 21. See alfo Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 482. In 
a fimilar manner, at our own entertainments, thofe veflels, 
which contain fauces, are from their (hape ulually denominated 
boats. 

P Mawj?’ wornpm Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 487. 

* 4>» rptyptif, TfayeXafuf, xa^aa, 
rau\v( lXo%pv<?et icteia' Ttf? xa&tt fxep up 

KaXwi yavXue ffarrit ol vpyartpiS. Antiph. apud Athen. 
Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 500. 

r Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 487, 490. 

e 4 — Cape 
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Cape Masonii carchefia Bacchi, 

Oceano libemus, ait’. — — 

It may perhaps be faid, that a cup is afcribed 
to Bacchus, only in his capacity of the god of 
wine. However this may have been done by 
the poets, Macrobius plainly informs us, that 
a goblet was affigned to Bacchus in the fame 
fenfe, as it was to Hercules ; and that this 
goblet was in reality no other than a fhip c . 
In proof of his aflertion he cites a paflage from 
a comedy of Menander, wherein a perfon, 
glad of the return of his friend Theophilus 
from a voyage, offers to treat his neighbour 
with a cup of wine upon the occafion ; and 
then laughs at his fimplicity, becaufe he did 

* Virg. apud Macrob. Saturn, lib. v. cap. ar. Bacchus- 
Meonius is the fame, I apprehend, as Baal-Meon, (Nprab. 
xxxii. 37. — Jolh. xiii.,17) or Men! 3 for Menu, Minyas, Me* 
nes, Manes , Meon, and Meni are all mere variations of the fcrip- 
tural appellation Noab. The idol Meni is mentioned by Jfai- 
ah 3 (Ifaiah lv. 11) but in our verfion the name is loft by an 
improper tranflation of the paflage, which I conceive fliould be 
rendered as follows. ft But ye are they, that — prepare a table 
4 ‘ unto Gad, and that furnifh a drink-offering unto Meni'* 

t Scyphus Herculis poculum eft, ita ut Liberi patris cantha- 
rus — Antiqua hilloria eft Herculem poculo tanquam navigio, 
ventis immenfa maria tranfiffe— Ego tamen arbitror non po- 
culollerculem maria tranfve<ftum,fed navigio cui fcyphonomen 
fuitj ita ut fupra cantharum et carcheftum et a cymbis deri- 
vata cymbia, omnia haec afleruimus efle navigiorum vocabula. 
Macrob. Saturn, lib. v. cap. 21 . See alfo Athen. Deipnof. 
lib. xi. p. 469. t 

not 
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not difcover, that he meant only the veflel, 
in which his friend had arrived. 

Hxe< Anruv Aryeuov a Xjxvfov jS ctB'os 
OeotpiAof t\(mv a %7rci(ywv, us es xitAav 
Tar viov evru%isna. xeu <rerur/xsvov, 

HfUTos eyu rot tov S’ eyjfvrisv xavS'etgop. ' 

Hoie* j To 7rXotov, x£e fx otr&cxs, aS’Aie ; 

. As for the word Scyphus, by which one fort 
of the ancient cups was defignated, it is evi- 
dently the fame as Hiph, or Siph, a decked 
Jhip ; whence; alfo our Englifh terms Ship and 
Skiff, as well as the Dutch appellation Skip- 
per and the Greek Scaphe, names of the 
fame import, are plainly deducible. This 
derivation of Scyphus will fatisfadtorily account 
for the name both of the horfe, which Nep- 
tune was faid to have produced at the hill Co- 
lonus, in his conteft with Minerva ; and like- 
wife of the horfe, which he was reported to 
have brought out of a rock in ThelTaly by a 
ftroke of his trident. The firft of thefe ima- 
ginary animals was called Scyphius, Acironetes, 
or Scyronites x j the fecond was denominated 

u From Skipper we ftill retain in our own language Skipper , 
as the title of a particular naval officer. 

* AAAo* h Qoccn*, ot» > eat f r*pt rocs vsrpoc; ru ir A$>» vatf KoA *mt 
stnmtgfjiritt (o Ilorsihp), teat inno? 'LxvQio; o xat Ax«tp«nj- 

m \tyofMpoff-o kcu XxvpmTrn 7\tyofcuo{. Tzet. in Lycoph. 
ver. 7 66. 

Si - 
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Sifypbus y . The term Scypbius, if literally 
tranflated, will be equivalent to the cup borfe\ 
an appellation, to which it is not ealy to an- 
nex any very definite idea : we muft there- 
fore conclude it to be a mere modification of 
Hippos or Sippos, the covered Ark. Sifyphus is 
in fait the fame title as Scypbius , being formed, 
from the fande radical Sipb, by the redupli- 
cation of the firft letter. Acironetes and Scy- 
ronites are words of fimilar import, being 
equally compounded of Ac-Aron*Ait-Es, the 
oceanic Ark of the folar Noah. 

Another name, which the ancients, as I 
havejuflobferved, bellowed upon the navicular 
cup, was Carchefum ; and the criticifm' of 
Macrobius, upon a curious tradition relpe<ft- 
ing it, will throw yet more light upon the no- 
tion, that Hercules traverfed the fea in a gol- 
den goblet. According to Pherecydes, Jupi- 
ter gave to Alcmena, the mother of the arkite 
Hercules, a Carchefum, or cup formed like a 
jhip. The meaning however of this primitive 
fable Plautus has entirely perverted, as Ma- 
crobius at leaft aflerts, by fubflituting Pa- 
tera, which is a flat open cup 2 , for the navi- 


y Vide fupra p. 9, note e. v 

* I do not perfe£tty aflent to this obfervation of Macrobius 
upon the word Patera , for Patera itfelf, no lefs than Carcbe - 
fmm , was a name of the Ark. Vide infra chap. viii. 

cular 


y Google 


Digitized by * 


-V A 


o 1 - 





ON THE CABIRI. 


59 


cular Carcbefum*. The whole tradition in 
fad relates to the hiftory of the deluge ; for 
Hercules, as we have already feen, is Erech- 
El-Es, the folar god of the Ark , while his fup- 
pofed mother Alcmena is Al-Oc-Mena, the 
divine Noetic Ark of the Ocean . 

A third fpecies of cup was the Gaulus, and 
this alfo, like the Carchejium , was moft pro- 
bably made in the form of a lhip. So, I 
j think, we may reafonably conjedure, from 
the circumftance of the word Gaulus fignify- 
I ing a Jhip in the Pheniciari language; whence 
( it was transferred in the fame fenfe into the 
i Greek % and whence we alfo have borrowed 

[ our Englifh term Galley. It is remarkable. 


I 


I 


* Eft carchefium poeulum Graecis tantummodo notum : me- 
roinit cjus Phcrecydes in libris hiftoriarum $ aitque Jovem Alc- 
menae pretium concubitus carchefium aureum dono dedifte: 
fed Plautus infuetum nomen reliquitj aitque in fabula Am- 
phitryone pateram datam, cum longe utriufque poculi figura 
diverfa fit. Patera enim, ut et ipfum nomen indicio eft, pla- 
num ac patens eft : — Afclepiades autem carchefia a navali re 
exiftimat difta. Macrob. Sat. lib. v. cap. 21. See alfo Athen. 
Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 474. 

* rat/Aoi,— ra <t>omxct irAot*. Hefych. KvirpoSt TiXot *oc (x* 

bnyaysp n$*h Tet 1*0*. Fragm. Callim. apud Schol. in Ariftoph. 
A ves, ver. 599 * r*t/X«» nr upon, non A rift. Aves, Ibid. 

Tavkos,— — vXotor n tyofrnyo* C>owk4xo». Suid. KxcretSarrti tint 
1? (panxvfj n at <J>omxrjf if xreXt*, avruta. few rpit)pt*< fvo 

fua-acp, dfAM & atmoiai nan TctvXop fwya> vracvrowp ayaSui. Herod, 
vlib. iii. cap. 136. 
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that the moft ancient Ogyges or Noah was 
denominated by the Babylonians Gallus, on 
account of his having been the means of pre- 
ferving his family from the waters of the de- 
luge. Hence, as we are informed by Xeno- 
phon, the Sagae, or Scythian Arameans, in 
whofe country Noah quitted the Ark, called 
a fhip Gtf//<?m b ; hence alfb the Cabiric priefts 
of Cybele were fometimes termed Galli, or 
ar kites c ; and hence, in confequerice of their 
devotion to the rites of the deluge, a nation, 
that once overfpread nearly the whole of Eu- 
rope, was intitled Celtce , Galatce, Galli, Gauls, 
or Gaels , all which names are only different 


b Ogyges plures fuere. Primus fupradi&us attavus Nini, 
quern Babylonii Galium cognominant, quod in inundatione 
etiam fuperftes alios eripuerU et genuerit. Hinc Sagae, apud 
quos navigio falvatus eft et ereptus, ratem vocant Galkrim , 
quod undis fervet. Xenoph. de iEquiv. foL 113. 

c Phaed. lib. iii. fab. 20. — Herodian. lib. i. p. 30. — Catull. 
E!eg. lxi. ver. 12. According to Ovid, the priefts of Cybele 
"were called Galli from Gallus, a river in Phrygia, and not from 
Gallia the country, as fome appear to have ridiculoufly fan- 
cied. 

Cur igitur Gallos , qui le excidere, vocamus ? 

Cum tanto Phrygia Gallica diftet humus. 

Inter, ait, viridem Cybelen altafque Celoenas, 

Amnis et infana, nomine Gallus, aqua. 

Qui bibit inde, furit. Faft. lib. iv. ver. 361. 

The river Gallus itfelf received its name from the fame fuper- , 
ftition, ,as the Galli did theirs. 

in- 
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inflexions of the fame original word d . This 
word I apprehend to be Cul or Col, to con- 
tain as in a cavity *. From it the Greeks 

d Col. Vallancey aflerts, that Gael ought properly to be 
written Gaedal , a name aflumed, as he fuppofes, by the Mago- 
gians, in token of their defeent from Japhet-Gadul, Japbet the 
great , or, as our tranflators render it, Japbet the elder . (Gen. 
x. 21.) Hence he cenfures the Scots for making a diftki&ioa 
between the titles Gael and Gaedal $ and maintains, that the 
d , in the latter of thefe words, " was afpirated, and loft its 
u found, by a vicious pronunciation, not long introduced." (Ef- 
fay towards illuftrating the ancient Hift. of the Britannic Ifles, 
p. 21.) I cannot help fufpe£ting however, that the Scots are 
accurate in the diftin<ftion, which they make between the two 
words ; and confequently, that Gael and Gaedal, however they 
may have been afterwards confounded, were originally entirely 
different appellations. With regard to the d being loft by a 
vicious pronunciation, not bug introduced , Col. Vallancey feems 
to have forgotten, that in the year of Rome 363, the Galli, 
not the Gadalli, were conquered by Camillus ; and that thefp 
fame Galli were, many years afterwards, finally fubdued by 
Cefar. In a fimilar manner, the Hyperboreans were termed 
Celtce y not Cedelue ; the Gallic colony of Galatians, Galata , 
not Gadalatce 5 and the Spanifli Gaels, Celtiberians , not Cedel- 
tiberians.' It is fufficiently evident therefore, that, if Gael be 
only a corruption of Gaedal, (which I much doubt) it is a cor- 
ruption of very remote antiquity, fo far from being a m ^pronun- 
ciation not long introduced. 

e capere, continere , complefti. Buxt. Heb. Lex. It is 

poflible however that both Gallus and Galleris may be derived, 
from Galim (O^j), the waves of the fea. I fufpe£l, that Ner- 
gal, the idol of the Cuthites, (fee 2 Kings xvii. 30.) was in 
reality Ner-Gal, the oceanic Gallus or Noab. Selden fuppofes, 
that he was the facred fire, which was kept continually burning 

in 
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borrowed their terms Coilos, hollow ; and 
Coilia, and Colon, the belly: the Latins, Ca- 
lix, a cup ; arid Collum, the neck, from its 
perforation : and the Englilh, Gullet, the 
throat ; Gully, a hollow glen formed by a win- 
ter s torrent ; Caul, the integument inclofing 
the entrails } Gill, a fmall drinking veffel ; and 
Cell or Cellar, a fubterraneous cavity. 

The radical Cul thus conveying the idea of 
bollownefs, the Ark was thence denominated 
Cula, Cola, or Gaulus, as being the hollow 
womb of the Magna Mater of paganifm, in 
which the rudiments of the new world were 
comprehended. Accordingly Venus, or the 
Ark, was lometimes ftyled C alias f , under 
which name we read of a navicular goblet 


in the oriental pyratheia, as a fymbol of the Sun 5 (Seld. de 
Diis Syris, Synt. ii. cap. 8 ) and the Rabbins afiert, that he 
was worshipped under the form of a cock. (Ibid.) Both thefe 
opinions are perfectly compatible with the fuppofition, that he 
was Noah. That patriarch was adored in conjunction with 
the Sun $ and the cock, as it is well known, was efteemed a 
facred folar bird. Hence he was termed by the Latins Gallus, 
from the great helio-arkite deity Gal, or Ner-Gal. Mercury 
accordingly is very often reprefented attended by a cock ; (fee 
Montfaucon’s Ant. vol. i. p. 78. et infra) a circumftance, at 
which we fhall not be much furprifed, when we coniider, that 
Mercury, Ner-Gal, and Noah, were all one and the fame per- 
fon. 

f Afyohms mfc&'Aia&sf im w rtf Attmmj. Hefych. 

being 
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being dedicated to her 5 ; while, as we have 
leen, with the fame allufion to the arkite 
Cola, the Syrian Atargatis is intitled by Sim- 
plicius the receptacle of the gods h . This will 
lhew us the reafon, why Argos, or the city of 
the Ark, is fo perpetually celebrated by the 
poets as being Coilon, or hollow ' ; and it may 
perhaps alfo favour the conjecture, that the 
fmall Scottiih ifle of Coll was fo denominated 
in honour of Cola, as Bute was in honour of 
Buto, and Arran of Aran . 

Nearly connected with Venus- Colias was 

* Vide fupra p. 54. note o. 

h Simp, in Arid. Aufc. Phyf. lib. iv. 

1 To xoiAov Agyot fiaq (pvya,$, wgo ffAapCam 
K yjfoc t« xcarot, xou QiXovg. 

Oedip. Colon, ver. 391. 

The fame epithet Coile is bellowed by Homer upon Lacede- 
mon or Sparta, the lifter city of Argos ; and, I apprehend, for 
the very fame reafon. He ftyles it likewife Cetoejfa, a title de- 
rived from Cetus, a fea-monfter . 

Ol y KtAfiP xxrmtrtraK 

OdylT. lib. iv. ver. 1. 

This lall appellation, according to Elian, alluded to the large 
fifties of the Laiconian fea: (jElian. de Anim. lib. xvii. cap. 6.) 
but fuch a fuppofition is furely not very probable, when we 
confider, that Lacedemon was an inland, not a maritime city. 
I am rather inclined to think, that, as Argos was called Hip~ 
flan from the fymbolical arkite Hippa, fo Lacedemon was 
called Cetoejfa from the arkite Cetus* The name Lacedemon 
may poflibly be Laca-da-Mon, the place of Meon or Noah. For 
this iignification of Laca, fee Aliat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 482. 

the 
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the ancient Athenian goddefs Colenis, who is 
faid to have received her name from Colenus, 
a king of Attica prior even to Cecrops 
Colenis is merely a perfonification of the 
Ark; and Colenus is Cola-Nus, the arkite 
Noah. From the fame diluvian worfhip the 
hill of Colonus-Hippotes near Athens re- 
ceived its appellation: accordingly we find, 
that the arkite gods, Neptune, Prometheus, 
and the Erinnues, were there adored with a 
variety of myfterious rites. 

Xagof ftev le<>c s zs<ts oS* t<f, exjei Se viv 
~%sfA.vof n oruSav' tv S’ o % Jv^opof 3~eor 

T it&v IIpopjSws-. 'Ov S’ t7Tl<?t&tlS TOfJTOV 

X&OVOf XCtAtlTOLf TJff St XetfaCOrTMf oSof, 

'E/jettr/t AB’v\vuv’ ttl St TSfycriot yvcCf 
TovS' imrtmiv K oXuvov svxovreu trfptriv 
Apxryov tivat, xcu Qtfrart nvofut 
To TuSt Kotvov ZJctrrtf uvo/mut/aevovK 

This place is facred all : j*reat Neptune here 
Prefides, and he who bears the living fire 
Titan Prometheus j where thou tread’ll, is call’d 
The brazen way , the bulwark of our Hate : 

From this equeftrian hill, their fafeft guard. 

The neighbouring villagers their general name 
Derive, thence call’d Colonians all. Francklin. 

k Fauf. Attic, p. 78. 

1 Oedip. Colon, ver. 54. s 

A&lKTOf, 
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A biKTOf, oiKtfrof tu yap t/utyGot 

Qset/ r$> sz*n, y>ff r« Kelt a-Kcm/ Ko^ett m . 

-’Tis a place, 

Where but to tread is impious, and to dwell 

Forbidden ; where the dreadful goddefles, 

Daughters of earth and night, alone inhabit. 

At the brazen way near the hill Colonus, 
there was fuppofed to be a defcent into the 
infernal regions®. The whole however of 
the terrific machinery of the myftic Hades 
I have already fhewn to be allufive partly to 
the hiftory of the deluge, and partly to the. 
folar fuperftition fo early ingrafted upon the 
commemorative rites of the Ark. This hill 
was alfb the fcene of the imaginary conteft 
between Neptune and Minerva ; and Paufa- 
nias informs Us, that that goddefs was wor- 
fhipped there under the name of Hippia °. 

There was a hill Colona moreover in La- 
conia, upon which flood a temple of Bac- 
chus- Colonates p ; and a town in Troas de- 

m Oedip. Colon, ver. 39. 

n Schol. in ibid. ver. 38, 1661. 

0 AiuuvTOf St ftat x&tMpivot KoAwrof Iiroriof — Atyovn S' 

wt 1 teu XloatiSwos 'lmnov, xott ASytaf W»#{. Fauf. Attic, 

p. 76. 

P Avamxpt/ St i ti oftpuK^optn} K&utx, xai Awvrov Kotowra 

»«of. Ibid. Lacon* p. 239. 

vol. 11. f nominated 
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nominated Colona, where Cycnus, the Ion of 
Neptune, and the father of that Tennes, 
who was expofed at fea in an ark, formerly 
reigned q . Laftly, the principal fcene of the 
exploits of Jafon and his Argonauts was Col- 
chi. All thefe places feem to have received 
their refpedtive names in honour of Cola, the 
Ark'. 

It appears then, that a cup was one of the 
many fymbols, under which the Noetic Ark 
was reprefented by the ancient mythologifts. 
Hence Hercules, as we have feen, was fup- 
pofed to have failed over the Ocean in a 
goblet, which was prefented to him by the 
Sun ; and hence the Sun himfelf, who was 
in fa<5l the fame as Hercules or Noah, was 
believed alfo to have performed the fame 
myftic voyage. 

AA 10s S' 'T 7 repioviSas Saras erxctTeGcuve yj^rtov. 
Oipget Si Slxeavoio 'Uje^curas, 

A tpixijS’ islets wars (SevB’ea wxtos ege/Avas, 

Hot i [jutTeqa, xeptSictv t cl X oyov, 

IlcuSas re QiAxf. 'O S' ts a\ros eGct 

q Kvkpop arcuSb nvai Tlorsdapos, xoti @&<n\tvitp Qaa-u if Ko>MPXii m 

al $e UKQVtTo if rj) yn rp T pauh cc^KoXeofca. Pauf. Attic. Phoc. 
p.831. 

T The Greek word Colonus, and the Latin Collis, both which 
fignify a hill , appear to fpring from the fame root Col , in the 
idea of hills comprehending and furrounding a valley. 

Acttyvcwri 
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Aa/pvam xetTewxiov 
Horn zseuf Aiof s . 

O’er the broad furface of the troubled main 
Safe in his golden cup bright Phebus fail’d. 

And fought the weftern realms of evening grey ; 
Eager to fee his venerable mother, 

His beauteous confort, and his infant children. 
Arriv’d at length, the fair-hair’d fon of Jove 
Hid his fierce beams within his grove of laurels.' 

The facred Beotian cups, mentioned by 
Bacchylides, out of which they were ac- 
cuftomed to make libations to the Diofcori 
or Cabiri, the guardian deities of navigation, 
feem alfo to be nearly allied to the lymboli- 
cal goblet of Hercules *. 


8 Fragm. Stefichori apud A then. Deipnof. lib. xl. p. 469. 

t M*tyio*ivit <$1 Twr Bowtixup <rxv<pwp 1* rovroif, <moiov- 

ttifo? to* Xoyor nxpoq rovs Aioaxov^ovs, xxXup avrov; stti £tnx. 

Ov pom urapgfg crcu(XXT, ov&i p^vao;, 

Ovh «ro£0t/£io» TaTnjTij, ctXXx gVjxtrr);, 

Mo vtret n yXvxusc, xai BotwTourtv 1* axufot- 
CiP 01* Of 

Fragm. Bacchyl. apud Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. Joo. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

' THE CONNECTION OP THE ARCONAUTIC VOY- 
AGE WITH THE HELIO-ARKITE SUPERSTI- 
TION. 

The beautiful legend of the Argo was firft, 
I believe, by Mr. Bryant referred to the hif- 
tory of the deluge : I lhall therefore endea- 
vour, in the following difquilition, to avoid, 
as much as poflible, encroaching upon what 
he has already faid upon the fubjeCt. That 
part of it, with which I am more particularly 
concerned, its connection with the worfhip 
of the Cabiri and with the folar fuperftition, 
he has, to the beft of my recollection, left 
totally unnoticed. In this point of view then 
I purpofe to confider it; and I truft, that it 
will be found to throw additional light upon 
the preceding obfervations. 

The poetical account of the Argoan voy- 
age is briefly as follows. Pelias, king of 
Iolcus, fearing that his kinfman Jafon might 
fupplant him in his empire, commanded him 
to fail to Colchi, upon the dangerous enter- 
prife of fetching the golden fleece, which 
was hung up in the grove of Mars, and was 

watched 
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watched by a never-fleeping dragon *. Thus 
circumftanced, Jafon invited Argus, the fon 
of Phrixus, to accompany him ; who, by the 
inftrudtion of Minerva, built the veflel, which 
from him was denominated the Argo. The 
bolded: of the Grecian youths engaged in the 
expedition ; and the neceffary preparations 
being completed, they failed with a profper- 
ous wind from Pagafee. After fpending fome 
time at Lemnos, and touching upon the 
coafts of Samothrace, Cyzicus, Myfia, Bithy- 
nta, and Thrace, they found themfelves in 
die dreadful neighbourhood of the Symple- 
gades. Thele were rocks, which, dafhing 
againft each other with a tremendous con- 
cuflion, rendered it almoft impoffible for any 
fliip to fail between them. In this difficul- 
ty, purfuant to the advice of Phineus, they 
fent out a dove, which flew between, the 
Symplegades with fuch rapidity, that the fea- 

* The ram, from which the fleece was taken, is faid to have 
been the offspring of Neptune and Theophane j and it had 
previoufly carried Phrixus acrofs the Hetlefpont, when on his 
journey to Colchi. Hyg. Fab. 188 — Apoll. Argon, lib. i. 
ver. 256.' The reader will recoiled, that this ram is faid by 
the fcholiaft upon Apollonius to have been nothing more than 
a fhip. Schol. in ibid. It was in fa& one of the animals, 
which were ufed to lymbolize the Ark. 
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thers of its tail alone were brufhed by the 
collifion of the rocks. Encouraged by the 
efcape of the dove, they ventured to fleer 
their veflel through the paflage j which they 
happily effe&ed, without any other damage, 
than fome trifling injury to the flem and the 
rudder. At length they arrived in fafety at 
Colchi, and communicated the purpofe of 
their voyage to Eetes ; who promifed, that 
Jafon fhould have the golden fleece, provided 
he could tame to the plough the brazen- 
hoofed fiery bulls, and would venture to fbw 
the ground with the remaining teeth of the 
. ferpent, which Cadmus flew at Thebes. 
Meanwhile Medea, the daughter of Eetes, 
having conceived a paffion for Jafon, ‘ gave 
him fome magical potions, by which the 
fury of the bulls might be fubdued ; and 
inflruded him how to efcape the fwords 
of the armed men, who were about to 
be generated from the teeth of the dra- 
gon. Thus, by her afliflance, Jafon per- 
formed the prefcribed conditions, and de- 
manded the fleece j but Eetes, fo far from 
complying, threatened to burn his fhip, and 
to deflroy his whole company. Medea how- 
ever again affifted him, by laying afleep the 
dragon with her incantations, till he had 

car- 
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carried off the fleece, and along with it the 
princefs. b . 

Such were the adventures of the Argo- 
nauts in the firft part of their voyage : but 
writers are by no means agreed as. to the par- 
ticular route, which they took on their paf- 
fage homeward. The author of the Orphic 
Argonautics brings them to the Britifli ifles, 
by way of the Baltic j and afterwards, through 
the llraits of Gibraltar, into the Mediterra- 
nean c . Herodotus makes them return by 
the way which they went. Hecateus the 
Milefian fays, that they pafled from the river 
Phafis into the Ocean, and thence to the 
Nile, from which they returned to the Gre- 
cian feas : but Artemidorus and Eratofthenes 

b Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. — Apoll. Argon. — Val. Flac. 
Argon 

c This poet bellows upon the Britifh ifles the appellation of 
Erinnu.es, becaufe the Erinnus , or avenging fury , of Abfyrtus 
purfued the Argo on her return home. Orph. Argon, ver. 1160. 
Erinnus however is manifellly no other than Erin , the title, by 
which the native Irifli ftill continue to defignate their ifland \ 
and I am ftrongly inclined to fufpe6l, that, in eonfequence of 
the introdu&ion of the diluvian Myfteries into the Celtico-Bri- 
tifti territories, Erinnus, or Ireland, was fo called in honour of 
Aran-Nus, the Ark of Noab. The Erinnues of the fabulous 
Hades, as I have already obferved, received their name, in a 
fimilar manner, from Aran-Nus. Hence, the Erinnus of Ab- 
fyrtus, who, as we (hall hereafter fee, was the fame mythologi- 
cal chara6ter as Apis, or Oiins, is (imply the Ark. 

f 4 juftly 
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juftly aflert the phyfical impoffibility of fuch 
a courfe. Timagetus brings them along the 
river liter into the Celtic fea ; and thence to 
Tyrrhenia : while Hefiod, Pindar, and Anti- 
machus, concur in maintaining, that they 
failed through the ocean to Libya ; and then, 
carrying their ihip by land upon their fhoul- 
ders, launched her again into the Mediterra- 
nean 4 . 

As for Apollonius, he fuppofes the Argo- 

* 'Hpo^apo; » tok Agyotav tak (facri &cc ry<; ecvry; OoAoywjf tvxf- 

v *ii xa» t 7 rop£v$Yj(TCtv it; KoX^tf;* *ExaT«*of 0 M»X»j<Tiof, 
ix rtf Qacnfros iip top S 2 xeobpop, tiro. fxitSiP it; top NeiXop* q$sp 
wf top VfMTifot* $<z>M<rcr(tv, raro jfc 0 A^rtfjL^upog \J/*y^o$ 

0>?yiP it»«’ top yap <pa?ir fxn yy/x£aXX ur ra Hxiar a?, «AX* s{ optup 
xat et$tpta§au m to ainro xat E^aToySipjjj ep y. yeuypatppxv p {ptjnr. 
Tiputyurof h *r a. Trip* Ai/xira/p, top Irpop (fan kot x<pig£cr$au ix rap 
KfArtxa p •£»>* nra sx^dbpat «k ICeXthmjp Aipcnjp' * /xera ^1 ravret n; 
^yo to y^ap, xat to /xsr n; top Ey{«pop tfqptqp uoQcO&hp, to 

^ it; Tup K*At»x*jp SaXaayar. hot, h t«t« Ttf roptctTo? irXEvyat raj 
Apyopxvrag, xat ixSeip sk Tvgpr)nxv. xaraxoteSei <h uvrtp x«t AsroA* 
Xarto?. Hato^of xa> ILp^a^of ip Ilu$top»Ka»f; xat Ampta^o? ep 
A y&j> &a Ttf Hxiaptf £ija»p eX$sip ^ayrtf; it; ApCwjp, xat petreuraPTa* 
tjjp Apya, »$ to iptsnpop TrsXayof yi>Ey$ai. Schol. in 'Apollon. 
Argon, lib. iv. ver. 259. Cato mentions fome writers who 
fuppofed the Argo to have been carried from the Ifter or Da^- 
nube, on the fhoulders of the crew, and afterwards to have been 
launched in the Adriatic. Fingunt alii Argo navim in Hik 
triam prim urn ab Ij^ro e montibus humeris ve&am, et in 
Adriaticum demifTam. M. Caton. Fragrn. de Orig. fol. 170. 
He afterwards very juftly ridicules thofe, who could believe fo 
improbable a ftory. 
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nauts to have proceeded along the Ifter, till 
they came to a mouth of that river in the 
Adriatic. They next failed into the Sardi- 
nian fea by way of the Po and the Rhone ; 
when, landing upon the ifland of Circfc, they 
were purified by her from the murder of Ab- 
fyrtus, whom Jafon, or, as fome fay, Medea, 
had flain in order to flop the purfuit of Eetes. 
Afterwards they encountered the dangers of 
Scylla and Charybdis, from which they were 
delivered by the kind mediation of their 
guardian deity Juno. Next they coafted the 
ifland of the Syrens ; and then, having firft 
touched at Corcyra, were driven on ihore 
upon the quickfands of Africa. From this 
perplexing difficulty they were relieved by a 
vifion of three nymphs, who appeared to Ja- 
fon, and. commanded, that he and his com- 
rades ffiould forthwith prepare to carry that 
mother, who had fo long borne them all in 
her womb. This was interpreted by Peleus 
to fignify their Ihip j and, while they were 
preparing to put the plan in execution, a horfe 
fent by Neptune fprung from the foaming 
billows, and preceded them to the lake Trw 
tonis. 

El'S - * to fujxi^ov Tega&iv 'Mivvea-trtv trvx,$y. 

' E| ip rei^ovh TTtXu^Los ttvB’oqsv i-mro?. 
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Af4,QiXA$y?> [Atrtjofios avx*va x&it&i?. 

'Ptfji'PcL S'e <reicrot,/u,€vor yviav v7ro v*i%utov AXfirjv, 
£l(rro S^esiv, 7 tvoiy\ iksAos 7tc£cl$' Ai\f/A Jk lb\\evz 
TY\&v\<rcLg eraqounv o[^Y\yefi€(r(n fjurYiv^A. 

'A^/kata ftiv £rj tyri/ti II o<ret£<twvof eycoye 
HJ>7 vvv ol\q%oio tyiXvis v7tq xtpTi AeAi nr&Af 
M yjrs^ct xk aAAvjv 7r^crio(nroiuLou tj€7re^ ourrtjv 

Nyct 7rs\ziv' rj yA(> kata vyS'vos AfJLfxs (pegxrA 
No/Af^gf A(2yAteo(criv oi^yei ka/lcatoictiv. 

AAAA ftiv A^S[A^>€t T€ GlYj KAt ATSipSTlV COfJLOtf 
'KSpoS’ev avS’e/tievoi, \pttfea3’aJeof evJ'oS’i ycettis 
Ourofisv, >j 7rporsfi<ixre rctyp? tto^ck yfaurev \ 7 nras. 
Ov yctq 0 ye fylfW v7roS'v<r<rercu. txvici. tifAtv 
l&ttftcuieetv ~tv eofara xc&vTrtf&e S'a,Xa,o5-*i? e . 

A portent greater far appears : 

Fierce from the foamy deep, of wondrous lize, 
Springs a huge horfe ; his mane expanded flies. 
From his ftrong tides he fhakes th’ adherent 
fpray, 

Then towards the coaft directs his rapid way. 
Skill’d in whate’er this prodigy portends. 

With pleafure Peleus thus confoles his friends. 

Now by his confort’s hand releas’d I fee 
The car of Neptune, and his horfes free. 

A mother’s name, or I predict in vain, 

Argo may boafl: ; the feels a mother’s pain. 

Her pregnant womb a troop of heroes bears, 
And endlefs perils for their fafety fliares. 

* Apollon. Argon, lib. iv. vet. 1364. 

Come, 
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Come, let us now our boafted ftrength difplay. 

And on our fhoulders bear our (hip away. 

Steer we through depths of fand our dangerous 
courfe. 

Led by the Heps of this portentous horfe. 

His fteps reluctant prefs the dufty plain, 

But rapid bear him to his kindred main ; 

Thither attend his flight. — Fawkes. 

Here we again find the arkite lymbol, the 
horfe ; and, what -is very well worth our no- 
tice, we may obferve the Argo perfonified, 
like the Ark, under the character of a fruit- 
ful and beneficent female. 

After quitting Tritonis f the Argonautstouch- 
ed upon the fhore of Crete, where they were 
furioufly attacked by the brazen Talus ; but 
that gigantic monfler was foon overcome by 
* 

f It is a curious circumftance, that Cadmus or Cadm-On, 
whofe connexion with the Cabiric Myfteries I have already 
fhewn, is faid by Nonnus to have efpoufed Harmonia at thic 
lake Tritonis. 

• ■ - 1 ■ — 7r<aggt 

'AgfAQHji 9ra£fA*xTo Kafyof AA»jT7jf. 

Dionyf. lib. xiii. p. 242. 

Near the fame lake was a port denominated Argons, which, 
according to Apollonius, was fo called from the Argo 5 but I 
apprehend, that, like a variety of other memorials of this fa- 
mous voyage, the name is rather to be afcribed to the wide 
diffufion of the arkite Myfteries. Apoll. Argon, lib, iv. 
ver. 1620. 

the 
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the incantations of Med&a, and the Argo faved 
from impending danger. They next landed 
upon a fmall ifland, which lay oppofite to 
Hippuris ; where they reared an altar, and 
facrificed to Apollo s . At length, having pre- . 
vioufly coafted the Ihores of Eubea, and Lo- 
cris, they returned in fafety to Pagafae, where 
their voyage had originally commenced h . 

The firft matter to be obferved refpeCting 
the Argonautic expedition is, that, although 
the Greeks have laid the fcene of it in their 
own part of the world, and have arbitrarily 
embellilhed it with a variety of fictitious cir- 
cumftances, yet they certainly were not the 
original inventors of the fable. The fcholiaft 
upon Apollonius allows, that the Argo was 
the (hip of Danaus, in which he made his es- 
cape from Egypt; and obferves, that from 
him it was fometimes called Danais ‘ : while 
Plutarch direftly aflerts, that it was the fliip 
of Ofiris k . Ofiris however, and Danaus, as 
I have already Ihewn, were, equally the patri- 
arch Noah : hence it will follow, that the 

6 Hippuris Teems to have been To called in honour of Hiph- 
Uf, the blazing deity of the Htppa . 

h Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. 

’ Schol. in Apoll. Argon. lib.J. ver. 4 . 

k To ntioior, b xatem EAAtjMf A(*ycj, nj? CkrtpiSof niff uhftoi tar* 
Tipy Flut. de Iiid. et Ofir, p. 359* 

Argo 
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Argo b the Ark j and hence Mr. Bryant has 
with great probability conjectured, that the 
ftoiy of the Argonauts carrying their veflel 
from the coaft of Africa to the lake Tritonb 
originated from the facred proceffions of Egypt, 
in which the Baris of Ilis was fblemnly borne 
Upon the Ihoulders of the priefts K 

Notwithftanding the cir'cumffance of the 
Argo being the fhip both o£ Danaus and Ofi- 
ris, I know not, that we have any right to 
conclude, that its legend was invented even 
by the Egyptian mythologifts. We find traces 
of it in almoft every quarter of the globe j 
and nations widely feparated from each other 
concur in bearing their refpeCtive teftimonies 
to its celebrated voyage. This will be rea- 
dily accounted for upon the fuppofition, that 
the Argo was the Ark ; but, if the expedition 

1 Col. Vallancey informs us, that in the old Celtico-Irifb 
language Arg (ignifies a naval commander , Eifs a Jbip , and Ca- 
ras a Jbip of war . He farther adds, that Eifs- Aire, like Arg, 
vk a commander of a Jbip, Hence he concludes, that Ofiris, the 
captain of the Argo, is Eifs-Aire* that His, whofe well known 
fymbol was a (hip, is Eifs * and that Ceres, the Grecian His, is 
Caras. (Collect, de Reb. Hibem. vol. iv. p. 157. Pref.) He 
likewife mentions, that Arg (ignifies a naval commander in the 
Arabic. This I can cafily conceive from the affinity of that 
language to the Hebrew \ for, if the feminine Area or Arga is 
a long Jbip , the mafeuline Arg or Arghi will of courfe be tht 
commander of that (hip. It is fomewhat curious to arrive at 
the fame conclusion through fuch very different channels. 

tQ 
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to Colchi be admitted as a portion of authen- 
tic hiftory, it will be no eafy matter to give 
a fatisfadtory realon for its fame being fo very 
generally diffufed. It is incredible, that an 
obfeure marauding party, in a bark fo fmall 
that it could be carried feveral miles upon 
their fhoulders, fhould ever have fignalized 
themfelves in.fuch a manner, as to become 
celebrated throughout the whole world. At 
the imaginary epoch of the Argoan voyage, 
Greece was, comparatively fpeaking, in a ftate 
of barbarifm ; while Afia, as is evident from 
Holy Scripture, was the feat of large and po- 
lilhed kingdoms : we may therefore with juft 
as much reafon believe, that a handful of 
Scandinavian pirates in a lingle veflel could 
make themfelves known throughout the Ro- 
man empire, as .that Jafon and his comrades 
could attradl the notice of the Hindoos, the 
Medes, the Perfians, and the Egyptians m . 


m I have frequently, in the courfe of the prefent work, had 
occafion to notice a pradtice very common in the ancient world ; 
I mean that of incorporating into a local hiftoiy a variety of 
fadt9, which equally concern the whole univerfe. Of this the 
legend of the Argo, or, in other words, of the Noetic Ark, af- 
fords a remarkable inftance. Thefe local appropriations feem, 
in a great meafure, to have arifen naturally out of the gradu- 
ally extended migrations of the po fieri ty of Noah. Each fa- 
mily carried along with them a body of traditions founded upon 
real matter of fadl 5 but, by making their new, infiead of their 

old 
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We have juft ieen, that Pindar brings the 
Argonauts to Libya by way of the Ocean. 
This Ocean is that, which laves the lhores of 
Hindoftan,as the poet himfelf plainly declares 
by giving it the title of Eryibrus ; a title, not 
confined by the ancient geographers to the 


old fettlement, the Icene of thofe ancient tranfaftions, they have 
ftcangely involved in confufion the primitive hiftory of man- 
kind. Owing to this circum fiance, Atlas, as we have feen, 
was fuppofed to have been a king of Arcadia j and the tragi- 
cal adventures of Edipus and Jocafta were believed to have li- 
terally taken place at Thebes in Beotia. M. Bailly has fo Very 
pertinent a remark upon this fubjedt, that I cannot refraid 
from tranfcribing his words. Speaking of the infant age of 
fociety, before the introdu&ion of regular hiftory, he obierves; 
“ Chaque p&re a racont6 fa vie ^ fes enfans, et de ces recits fuc- 
u ceflifs a 6t6 formee la vie de la nation entiere, ou l’hiftoire de 
“fa dur6e. Mais lorfqu’une nation en corps, ou feulement 
" par des colonies, a change d’habitation, elle a tout tranfportc 
“ avec elle, dans ce voyage paifible, fes inftitutions, fes con- 
* naiflfances, le (buvenir des grands faits pafles, et la m£moire 
" de fes anc&trfes. L’hiftoire de fon premier etat a toujours 
“ pr6ced£ l’hiftoire du fecond. A la longue les traditions fc 
“ font alterees par leur vieilleiTe $ le terns a tout confondu, et 
“ les deux hiftoires n’en ont plus fait qu’une, Voik\ comment 
“ des faits, vrais en eux-memes, deviennent faux relativement 
u aux lieux oft on fuppofe qu’ils font arrives. Cette obfervation 
" peut repandre un grand jour fur l’obfcurite de l’hiftoire. 
“ Accoutumons-nous & penfer que les terns heroi’ques de la 
“ Grece, ces terns dont elle fe glorifie, ne lui appartiennent pas, 
u et font la premiere hiftoire du peuple qui eft venu l’habiter.” 
Bailly fur 1 ’ Atlantide, p. 28. 

nar- 
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narrow arm of the Red* Sea, but extending to 
the whole Indian Ocean. 

ev te M»j Sttdv avv ctv- 
rci, tolv IleXicto <povoir 
Ev t flxeavx 7reXctye<r<nv [tiyev, 

IlevTCt) t E (nj&QU n . 

Accordingly we find fuch a tradition of the 
Argo {fill preferred among the Hindoos, as 
indifputably proves it to have been the Ark 
of Noah. 

“ The fummit of C’haifa-gbar/’fays Captain 
Wilford, “ is always covered with fnow ; in 
4 ‘ the midft of which are feen feveral ftreaks 
“ of a reddifh hue, fuppofed by pilgrims to be 
u the mark or impreffion made by the ‘feet 
** of the dove, which Noah let out of the 
“ Ark. For it is the general and uniform 
“ tradition of that country, that Noah built 
“ the Ark on the fummit of this mountain, 
“ and there embarked : that, when the flood 
“ afluaged, the fummit of it firft appeared 
* ( above the waters, and was the refting place 
** of the dove, which left the impreflion of 
4< her feet in the mud, which with time was 
“ hardened into a ifock. The Ark itfelf 


* Pind. Od. Pyth. 4. 
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refted about half way up the mouhtain, on 
“ a projecting plain of a very fmall extent. — 
“ With refpedt to the footfteps of the dove, 
“ they are known only by tradition ; for the 
“ inhabitants of that country aflert, that they 
“ have never heard of any body going up fo 
“ high, on account of the ruggednefs of the 
“ mountain, and of the fnow. The Bhaud- 
“ dhifts°, who were the firft inhabitants of 
“ that country, are,' I am told, of the fame 
“ opinion, as to the place where the Ark 
“ refted ; but hitherto I have been able to 
“ procure a ftngle paflage only, from the 
** Buddha-dharma-charya-Sindhu, in which it 
“ is declared, that Shama or Shem travelled 
“ firft to the north-eaft, and then turning to 
** the north- weft, he arrived on the fpot, 
“ where he built afterwards the town of Ba- 
" miyan p . Shama, they fay, Having de- 
“ feended from the mountain of C’haifa-ghar, 
“ travelled north-eaft, as far as the confluence 
" of the Attock with the Indus ; where he 
“ made T apafya q ; he then proceeded north- 
“ weft to Bamiyan. 

9 Followers of the religion of Buddha, the Hindoo Mercury,* 
whom I have attempted to prove to be the Patriarch Noah, 
the real Bu-Deva, or god of the tauriform Ark. 

P Probably Bama-Ianah, tie high place of the dove. 

* Did penance. 

voi#» ii. o •* The 
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“ The Pauranics intift, that, as it is de- 
* ( dared in their facred books, that Satyavrata 
“ made faft the Ark to the famous peak, 
** called from that circumftance Nau-Bandba , 
“ with a cable of a prodigious length, he muft 
“ have built it in the adjacent country. Nau, 
“ a Jhip r , and bandha, to make fajl y is the 
“ name of a famous peak fituated in Cafh- 
** mir, three days journey to the north-north- 
“ eaft of the Purganah of Lar. This place 
“ is reforted to by pilgrims, from all parts of 
“ India, who fcramble up among the rocks 
f * to a cavern, beyond which they never go. 
“ A few doves, frightened with the noife, 
“ fly from rock to rock ; thefe the pilgrims 
“ fancy to be their guides to the holy place, 
** and believe, that they are the genuine off- 
“ fpring of the dove, which Noah let out of 
“ the Arkf At all events, in the numerous 
“ legends, which I have extracted from the 
“ Puranas, relating to Satyavrata arid the Ark, 
“ no mention is made of his letting out the 
“ dove. The whole ftory I fhall give in ab- 
“ ftradl. 

“ Satyavrata having built the Ark j and, 
“ the flood increafing, it was made faft to the 

r Nau, like its Greek derivation Naus, comes originally from 
Nau or Noah . 

peak 
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“ peak of Nau-bandha, with a cable of pro- 
“ digious length. During the flood, Brahma, 
“ or the creating power, was afleep at the 
“ bottom of the abyfs ; the generative pow- 
“ ers of nature, both male and female, w T ere 
“ reduced to their flmpleft elements, the 
“ Linga * and the Yoni * ; the latter of which 
“ aflumed the (hape of the hull of a (hip fince 
“ typified by the Argha, whilft the Linga 
“ became the mail, Maha-deva is fometimes 
“ reprefented (landing eredt in the middle of 
“ the Argha in the room of the mad. In 
“ this manner they were wafted over the 
“ deep, under the care and protedlion of Vifh- 
“ nou. When the waters had retired, the 
“ female power of nature appeared immedi- 
“ ately in the character of Capotefwari, or 
“ the dove ; and (he was foon joined by her 
“ confort, in the (hape of Capotefwara. 

u The mountains of Coh-Suleiman are 
“ fometimes called by the natives the moun~ 
“ tains of the dove. The whole range as far 
“ as Gazni is called by Ptolemy the Paruetoi 
“ mountains, probably from Parvata, or Para- 

“ vat, which fignifies a d&ve. 

“ According to the Pauranics, and the fol- 


1 Ai&tor yvuuiLsm, 

g 2 “ lowers 
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“ lowers of Buddha, the Ark refted on the 
“ mountain of Aryavarta, Aryawart, or India, 
“ an appellation, which has no fmall affinity 
“ with the Araraut of Scripture u .” . 

In a former chapter I obferved, that the 
Ark was frequently fymbolized by a cup fhaped 
like a boat ; and thence accounted for the fa- 
ble of Hercules failing over the Ocean in a 
navicular goblet. It is remarkable, that this 
mode of reprefentation was known in Hin- 
doftan, no lefs than in Greece j and, what is 
particularly worthy of our attention, we find 
it fpecially introduced into the legend of the 
Argha. 

“ Another of their emblems,” fays the lame 
valuable author, whom I laft cited, “ is called 
** Argha, which means a cup or dijh, or any 
u other vejfel, in which fruit and flowers are 
** offered to the deities ; and which ought al- 
** ways to be lhaped like a boat, though we 
<e now fee Arghas of many different forms, 
“ oval, circular, or fquare ; and hence it is, 
“ that Ifwara has the title of Arghanatba, or 
“ the lord of the boat-Jhaped vejfel. A rim 
“ round the Argha reprefents the myfterious 
" Yoni, arid the navel of Vilhnou is com- 
“ monly denoted by a convexity in the cen- 

n Wilford on Mount Caucafus ; Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 521. 

“ tre. 
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u tre, while the contents of the veflel are fym- 
bols of the Linga. This Argha, as a type 
“ of the adbara-fa£ii, or power of conception , 
“ excited, and vivified by the Linga, or Phal- 
“ lus, I cannot but fuppofe to be one and the 
u fame with the fliip Argo ; which was built, 
“ according to Orpheus, by Juno and Pallas, 
“ or according to Apollonius, by Pallas and 
“ Argus at the inftance of Juno. The word 
“ Toni , as it is ufually pronounced, nearly re- 
“ fembles the name of the principal Etrulcan 
"goddefs* ; and the Sanfcrit phrafe Argha- 
“ not ha Ifwara feems accurately rendered by 
“ Plutarch, when he alferts, that Ofiris was 
** commander of the Argo y .” 

From thefe very curious palfages, feveral 
interefting particulars may be deduced. The 
lhip Argha is evidently the Argo of the Greeks, 
whom the Hindoos call Tonijas *, or worjhip - 
pers of the Toni , efteeming them the fubje&s 
of Deo-Cal-Yun 8 ; and Deo*Cal-Yun is no 
lefs evidently the Hellenic Deucalion, the 
hufband of Pyrrha, in whofe time the deluge 
is faid to have happened b . As for Maha-De- 


x Namely, Juno. 

y Wilford on Egypt; Afiat. Ref. vol. iii, p. 134. 

* Yonijas is the fame word as Ionians . 

* Wilford on Mount Caucafus ; Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 534. 
b Deucalion, or Deo-Cal-Yun, feems to be Du-Cal-Yoni, 

03 tbs 
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va, or Ifwara, he is the fame perfon as Ofiris 
or Bacchus j and accordingly we find the Lin- 
ga or Phallus equally faered to them all. 
Weftem mythologifts however have precifely 
inverted the hiftory of this deity, by afcrib- 
ing to Bacchus or Ofiris the calamity, which 
the Hindoos feign to have befallen Sita or 
Parvata c , the confort of Maha-Deva. Thus, 
as Bacchus was fuppofed to have been tom 
in pieces by the Titans, and to have haddiis 
limbs joined together again by Rhea d ; and 
as Ofiris, in a fimilar manner, was murdered 
by Typhon, and his fcattered limbs fought for 
over the whole world by Ifis, on which ac- 
count Diodorus Siculus derives the phallic 
worfhip of Bacchus from Ofiris e : fo the very 
lame ftory is related by the Hindoos of Maha- 
Deva, and Sita, excepting only, that Sita is 
torn in pieces, and fought for by Maha-Deva, 
inftead of the reverie. 

“ Maha-Deva took up the body of his 


tie god of tie arhte dove, worihipped under its fyrabol, the myf- 
tic Yoni. 

c Anglice, tie dove . Vide fupra p. 83. 

d Phorn. de Nat. Deor. cap. 30. 

e Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. i. p. 19. Maha-Deva, or Ifwara, was 
fuppofed by the Hindoo mythologifts to have been mutilated, 
like the Bacchus of the weftern nations. Aftat. Refearch. 
vol. iii, p. 130. 

«* be- 
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« beloved Sita on his fhoulders, and went fe- 
“ ven times round the world, bewailing his 
“ misfortune : but the gods, whom Sita con- 
" tained in her womb, burft out ; her limbs 
“ were fcattered all over the world : and the 
“ places, where they fell, are become fa- 
“ cred f . 

I am fully perfuaded, that fuch was the 
original tradition ; and that it was corrupted 
firft in Egypt, and afterwards in Greece, by 
an abfurd inverfion of perfons. Sita is mani- 
feftly the fame as Atargatis, whom Simplicius 
ftyles the receptacle of the gods s ; and the burft- 
ing forth of the deities is the egrefs of the 
Noachida; from the Ark. Noah certainly 
cannot, with any degree of propriety, be faid 
to have experienced fuch a calamity ; but the 
circumftance is perfectly applicable to his 
mythological confort. The Greeks and Egyp- 
tians fecm, in fatft, to have blended together 
into one legend two entirely different mat- 
ters; the myftic death of Bacchus or Ofiris, 


f Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 477. Much the fame remark is made 
by Plutarch refpe< 5 ting Ofiris. Ovk yura & y OngsKov 
Vo Khava Ai yofjuvu ra cru^etrof . Plut. de Ilid. p. 359 * 

' * She is likewife the fame as the Japanefe goddefs Quanwon, 
who is fuppofed to be “ the happy mother of many a deified 
“ hero, and an emblematical reprefentation of the birth of the 
" gods in general/’ Vide fupra vol. i. p. 314. 

g 4 and 
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and the egrefs of the hero-gods from the 
womb of the Magna Mater. The former of 
thefe, as I have already obferved, fignifies 
nothing more than the entrance of Noah into 
the Ark : and the latter, his quitting it along 
with his family, which, afterwards fpreading 
itfelf in every direction, replenifhed the earth 
with inhabitants ; a circumflance defcribed, 
in the language of the Myfteries, by the great 
goddefs burfling afunder, by her limbs being 
fcattered over the whole world, and by the 
gods iffuing from her womb. This fable 
moreover affords another proof of the conver- 
tibility of the heathen goddeffes ; for we be- 
hold Sita at once the Argha, or Ark t and the 
Toni metamorphofed into the dove. As for 
the title Sita, it is merely the feminine of 
Si ton, which Sanchoniatho afferts to be a name 
of the Phenician Dagon h . The patriarch was 
reprefented under the figure of a man iffuing 
out of the mouth of a fifh, and thus confli- 
cted a mafculine idol, called Vijhnou , Siton , 
or Dagon ; while the Ark was fymbolized by 
the image of a woman united with a cetus, 
and worfhipped as Sita, V ?nus-Colias, IJU, 
Rhea, or Atargatis. 

As Sita, confidered as the Ark, is the wefl- 

* Eufeb. Praep. Evan. lih. i. cap. io. 
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era Venus, or Rheaj fo, confidered as the 
dove, fhe is the weftern Juno ‘, as will abun-r 
dantly appear from the following circumftance 
common to them both. Paufanias mentions 
a temple of Juno near Mycenae, in which 
there was a flatue of the goddefs, holding 
in one hand a pomegranate, and in the other 
a fceptre. Upon the top of the fceptre was 
a fmall figure of a cuckoo, in allufion to the 
fable of Jupiter’s having aflumed the form of 
that bird, when he was attempting to gain 
the affections of Juno k ; a metamorphofis, 
which, according to the fcholiafl upon Theo- 
critus, took place on mount Thronax 1 in the 
midft of a violent tempeft of rain, which Ju- 
piter had purpofely raifed m . In a fimilar 

1 The reader will recoiled the obfervation of Captain Wfl- 
ford, that the word Yoni , as it is ufually pronounced, approxi- 
mates in found veiy near to Juno . 

k To & ayahf/M. ins tin xetSvreu, fxiyiSn fjttyu 

pw kcu s^t^arrof, notoxAitrov is ipyor. Ettis** is ot rtfuros Xapsrcsf 

SXU9 KCU Qgatf ITT! ipycto-ptsccq' KCU 7CJ9 %SipM TTf fXtV KCSpTFQf QtgU £01- 

&><;, Tp is aKr,nrr^os. Ta pur ov v 1 ? njr pota* (ctTroppvropot yct£ i ? 0 
beyos) aCpuafyc* ptbt* xoxxvycs is tits ru crxtjTrrpy x*$i)o$cu (pact, 
yorrtf to* At cc, ort ripcc vrupBstov r»( Hpai, rovros re* opuSct aXXa- 
yvtcu’ rw ii art veuynev Sv^curai. Pauf. Corin. p. 148. 

1 Thronax was perhaps fo called in honour of Tor-Anax, 
the royal bull . 

m Schol. in Theoc. Idyll, i ver. 64. When engaged in 
profecuting another amour, Jupiter is faid to have changed 
himfelf into a dove. Athen. Deipnof. lib. ix. p. 395. 

manner 
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manner Maha-Deva, to pleafe Sita, changed 
himfelf into a Pica, or cuckoo ; and was there- 
fore worfhipped under the appellation of Pi- 
cefwara or Picefa-Maha-deva. But he was 
more generally known by the title of Cocilef- 
•taara-Maba-deva ; Cocila n being another name 
for the bird Pica or Picas °. 

Since then the fable of Bacchus or Ofiris 
being torn afunder is apparently a perverfion 
of the flory of Maha-Deva and Sita, and lince 
the Hellenic Argo is manifeftly the Hindoo 
Argba ; I am much inclined to conjecture, 
that the Greeks have metamorphofed the 
god Maha-Deva into the heroine Med£a v , 
and that her cruelty to her brother Abfyrtus 
is nothing but a frefli corruption of the ori- 
ginal Hindoo allegory : and I am the more 
confirmed in this opinion by the declaration 
of Tzetzes, that the Colchians were a tribe 
of Indo-rScythians q . Medea, finding herfelf 
purfued by her father Eetes, flew Abfyrtus, 


n Whence the Latin word CucuJus. 

° Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 476. Picefa-Maha-deva is evidently 
the prototype of the Jupiter Picus of the ancient Latins. 

p Mah-Deva is the great god ; Ma-Dea is the great goddefs. 
In corrupting the tradition, the Greeks have changed the fex 
of Mah-Deva, in the fame manner as they fuppofe Bacchus to 
have been torn afunder, inftead of Rhea. 

* Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 

and 
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and fcattered his limbs over the lurface of 
the waves ; which horrid deed, by delaying 
the lliips of the Colchians till they had col- 
lected together the different parts of the la- 
cerated body, enabled Jafon to effedt his 
efcape r . Dreadful as this circumftance ap- 
pears, I apprehend, that it will be found, 
when analyfed, to be purely mythological. 
The title Abfyrtus feems to be only a con- 
traction of Apis-Soros, the bull Apis*; and it 
is worthy of obfervation, that the territory of 
Apfarus, or, as Hyginus calls it, Abforis t t 
which Arrian informs us received its name 
from the dilaceration of Abfyrtus by his lifter 
Medea u , approaches yet more nearly to Api- 
Soros t or, as it would be expreffed contracted- 


r Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. — Orph. Argon, ver. 1029.— 
Ovid. Trift. lib. iii. Eleg. 9. — Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 175. 

* From Sor ("IK£’)> a bull, is derived Soros, an ark or coffin, 
in confequence of a heifer being fymbolical of the Ark. Hence 
the coffin, in. which the bull Apis was folemnly placed after 
his death, was denominated Soros. His return to life gave 
occafion to one of the principal feftivals of Egypt. The en- 
trance of Apis into the facred Soros related to the entrance 
into the Ark, and his revivification to the quitting it. 

* Hyg. Fab. 23. 

u 0 h to %vft op Xiyuffiv, or* A\|/tyro; ixatetro wot** *»• 

y*£ Toy A^v^rov vm to? M rib**? anoSamf. Arr. Perip, • 
Pont. Eux. p. 117. 

iy> 
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ly, Ap- Soros. Abfyrtus or Apis, in Ihort, was 
no other than Ofiris, or the folar Noah. 
Hence, though I think erroneouily, he is 
feigned, like Ofiris, to have been tom limb 
from limb ; and hence, while he is fuppofed 
by Sophocles to be the offspring of the Ne- 
reid Neera x , he is faid by Apollonius to have 
been called by the Colchians Pbaetbon, or 
the Sun y . 

The Hindoos, like the weftem mytholo-* 
gifts, feem to have confidered the Ark in the 
light of an univerfal mother to the renovated 
human fpecies : hence they reprefented it, as 
appears from the preceding citations, under 
the difgraceful fymbol of the Toni ; while 
Maha-Deva, or Noah z , was typified by the 
Linga or Phallus . From this idea of the pa- 
triarch being the father, and the Ark the mo- 
ther of mankind, united perhaps with fbme 
traditional remembrance of the crime of 
Ham, I doubt not but that the whole of the 

* Soph, apud Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iil. ver. 242. 
Neera is Nera, the oceanic Ark . I have already noticed the fi- 
milar fable of Pelops. Vide fupra p. 22. 

y Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 245. 

* Maha-Deva feems alfo to be Ham. There is precifely the 
ihme confufion in the charafter of Maha-Deva, as in that of the 
claffical Jupiter : he fpmetimes appears to be Ham, and fome- 
times Noah. 

de- 
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deteftable Phallic orgies derived their exift- 
ence a . They were early introduced into the 
Cabiric or diluvian Myfteries b ; and the abo- 
minations, which accompanied them, called 
forth the loudeft and moft pointed invedtives, 
from Amobius, and Clemens Alexandrinus c . 
The Ionim, or Yonijas, of Deucalion brought 
them to the temple of the Syrian goddefs 
Atargatis ; and eredted a number of phalli in 
the area before the veftibule, for the fpecial 
purpofe of commemorating the events of the 
deluge. Twice each year, in allufion to that 
dreadful cataftrophe, a perfon clitnbed to the 
top of one of the phalli, where he remained 
feven days ; the precife period, which elapfed 
between each time of Noah’s fending forth 
the dove d . Laftly, the ' fame indecencies 
were pradlifed in the rites of the Cabiric Ce- 
res, as in thofe of Bacchus, Ofiris, and Maha- 
Deva. Her deluded votaries vied with each 


2 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 364. note d. The prevalence of this 
notion occafioned the following feemingly difeordant Ggnifica* 
tions to be aicribed to the word Hippon. . 'hrvrov, to popov, 
to nj$ ywaixos, xat rov ]po$’ xa» re* pt yon 

Hefych. 

b Herod, lib. ii. cap. 51. 

c Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. v. p. 174.— Clem. Alex. Cohort, 
ad Gent. p. 17. 

d Lucian, de Dea Syra, fe<St. a 8. 

other 
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other in a ftudied, obfcenity of language*; 
and her nocturnal orgies were contaminated 
with the grofleft lafcivioufnefs f . 

We have juft feen how clofely Satyavrata, 
who was faved in an Ark from the waters of 
the deluge, is connected with the Argha of 
Maha-Deva, or, in other words, with the Argo 
of Ofiris : • before his hiftory be entirely dif- 
milTed, it will be proper to notice two parti- 
culars, one of which remarkably confirms the 
opinion which forms the bafis of the prefent 
dilTertation ; and the other ferves to fhew the 
very general adoption of the fea-monfter, as 
an emblem of the Ark. 

In a preceding chapter I obferved, that 
Bacchus, Ofiris, Hercules, Adonis, Perfeus, 
and moft of the principal heathen gods, are 
at once the folar orb, and the patriarch Noah ; 
while His, Venus, or Cybele, with their kin- 
dred deities, were adored both as the Ark, 
and the Moon : and I ftated, that the reafon 
of this apparent confufiori was to be deduced 

e e9<* y if»p avroi; tv ravrctte rati Vfjtepatg «»£r^poAo ytw notice roes 
eeM.t)\ovf o/buXta;, hat to tv* $t*v i m vy rvf Kopvf upvayy Au- 
vrufitn* ythat&etj hoc rv* aier%gohoyta*. Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. v. 
p. 289. The caufe of the goddefs’s laughter is detailed with 
a moft difgufting particularity by more than one ancient au- 
thor. 

f Arnob. et Clem. Alex, ut fupra. 

from 
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from the union of the Sabian and arkite fu- 
perftitions j when the hero-gods were placed 
in the fphere, and worlhipped in conjunction 
with the hoft of heaven. “ Whenever the 
“ deity condefcends to be born of woman,” 
fays Captain Wilford, fpeaking of the Indian 
Avatars, “ the perfon is one, but there are 
“ two natures. To this diftindion we muit 
“ carefully attend, in order to reconcile many 
“ fceming contradidions in the Puranas; and 
“ more particularly fo, with refped to Vai- 
“ vafwata and Satyavrata, who are acknow- 
“ ledged to be but one perfon. The divine 
“ nature is an emanation of Vilhnou in his 
charader of the Sim; and Satyavrata is the 
“ human nature : thefp two natures often ad 
“ independently of each other, and may exift 
“ at the fame time in different places s .” 

The fecond particular in the hiftory of Sa- 
tyavrata, which I purpofed to notice, was the 
introdudion of the emblematical fea-mon- 
fter. A tomb is fhe\vn at Naulakhi, which> 
according to the Baudhifis, contains the 
bones of Buddha-Narayana, or Buddha dwell- 
ing in the waters ; but the Hindoos denomi- 
nate the perfon, who is fuppofed to be in- 
terred there, Mach' hodar-Nath, or the Jove- 

* Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p, 479.. 

reign 
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reign prince in the belly of the fjh h . This dis- 
crepancy however is more apparent than real ; 
for Buddha, as we have already Seen, is the 
great patriarch, no lefs than Satyavratal The 
Mahometans indeed abfurdly imagine, that 
the tomb is the Sepulchre of Lamech, the 
father of Noah ; but, as Captain Wilford 
juftly obServes, the preceding titles are by no 
means applicable to Lamech, but to Noah 
alone. " By the belly of the filh,” lays that 
gentleman, “ they underftand the cavity, or 
“ inlide of the Ark. There is a place under 
«* ground at Banares, which they call Mach’ ho - 
** dara. The centrical and mod elevated 
** part of Banares is alio called Mach'bodara ; 
“ becaufe when the lower parts of the city 
“ are laid under water by lome unufual over- 
“ flowing of the Ganges, this part remains 
“ free from water like the belly of a filh. 
“ The city allb is Sometimes thus called ; be- 
** caufe, during the general floods, the waters 
“ rife like a circular wall round the holy city. 
“ In Ihort, any place in the middle of wa- 
" ters, either natural or artificial, which can 
“ afford lhelter to living beings, is called 
** Mach' hodara. 

** The place, where Lamech is fuppofed 


h Afiat. Ref, vol. vi. p. 479. 
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lt to lie entombed, is called Naulakhi, a word 
“ which fignifies nine laks ; becaufe, it is 
“ faid, Sultan Mahmood granted to this holy 
“ place a yearly revenue of nine lakhs of ru- 
“ pees. Be this as it may, the foundation 
“ no longer exifts, and I believe it never did. 
“ The real name is probably Nau-Laca, or 
" Nuh-Laca , which in the language of that 
“ country implies the place of Nuh or Noah. 
“ — Mach’hodara-Natha is not unknown in 
“ China ; at leaft there is an idol near Pekin, 
“ which is fuppofed by pilgrims from India 
“ and Tibet to reprefent Mach’hodara, or 
“ Maitre-Burghan. This account I received 
“ from a famous traveller called Arcefwara , 
“ who was introduced to my acquaintance 
“ by Mr. Duncan three years ago. He faid, 
“ that the Myau, or temple, is at a fmall dif- 
“ tance from the north-weft corner of the 
“ wall of Pekin, and is called Maha-Cala- 
“ Myaut from its chief deity Maha-Cala*; 
“ who is worlhipped there, and whofe ftatue 
“ is on one fide of the river, and the Myau 
“ on the other. That in one part of the 
“ Myau is a gilt ftatue of Mach’hodara-Nath, 
‘‘.about eighteen feet high: in another part 
“ is the Charan-Pad, or the impreffion of the 

* Maha-Cala is the great arkite cavity, from the radical Col. 

vol. ii. h “ feet 
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“ feet of Dattatreya or Datta, called Toth by 
“ the Egyptians 11 .” 

The voyage of Jafon then being in reality 
that of the patriarch Noah, we fhail not be 
furprifed to find a variety of traditions re- 
fpedting it in feveral Other quarters of the 
globe, as well as 1 in Greece, in Egypt, and 
in Hindoftan ; a circumflance utterly unac- 
countable upon the fuppofxtion, that an Ar- 
gonautic expedition, fuch as it is defcribed by 
the poets, ever literally took place from Pa- 
• gafae to Colchi upon the Euxine. Strabo in- 
forms us, that there were many fafonia , or 
high places of fafon, in Armenia, in Media, 
and in the neighbouring countries ; that they 
abounded on the coafl of Sinope, the Propon- 
tis, and the Hellefpont as far as Lemnos ; 
> and that the fabulous hiftory of Phrixus was 
likewife well known in .thofe diftrifts. He 
notices alfo a lofty mountain near the Ca/pice 
Pylce *, denominated Jafonium ; and further 


k Aiiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 481. 

1 Strabo mentions, that a report prevailed in Armenia, that 
Jafon dug the channel, through which the river Araxes at pre- 
fent empties itfelf into the Cafpian fea. Strab. Geog. lib. xi. 
p. 531. Armenia being the country where the Ark firft 
landed, and Jafon being Noah, it will be almoft fuperfluous to 
obferve, that Araxes received its name in honour of Arach, 
the Ark. 

men- 
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mentions, that there were traces of Jafon in 
Crete, in Italy, and round the Adriatic. He 
adds, that he had a temple at Abdera ; and 
that many perfons fuppofed him to have 
failed up the Ifter or Danube m . In a limi- 
lar manner, while Arrian obferves, that there 
was a promontory in the Euxine fea near 
Polemonium, which bore the fame facred 
name of Jo/onium n , Homer denominates one 
of the principal towns of Greece Jafoniati 
Argos 0 ’, and that with great propriety, for 
Argos was peculiarly the city of the Ark, and 
thence fuppofed to be under the immediate 
prote&ion of Juno, or the dove. Thefe Ja- 
fonia were greatly reverenced by the Afiatics; 


® T a I acaoma voAXa^ov xa i AppttPtas, xa» rys Mij&a?, xai 

rut urAi ^ato^jupup oevrau; rorrut htxpvrat. Kai fjcrjr xai ratpt 'Ztyuvyt, 
xa t ryt reevrys roapetXtat, xai ryt U^oirotr^a, xai rot 'Efoyairovro t 
fti^i t up xara ryp AyjjLPot tottup, faytreu < 7 roAAa rt xpjiypsa rys ti Ia- 
coio? rgctTii ets, xat rys <J>pi|tf* rys $ laaoro;, xat rup tvthu^aprup 
K.o ^xut, pex# 1 *** Kpymf, xai t>j? I razees, xai re Atyie. — Tih« & 
xai top Irgot ctvctTrXsvcrai ffaert (jl tyjpt woAAoi/ toi>$ mp i Toy I aaopx. 
Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 45 * — T0 * u AO^otf nrn re lcurotos. Ibid, 
lib. xi. p. 53 T# (xtt laaovos vnofjLtyfjiMla itpxfra. Iatroytia 'Hgua, 
ti jWfunt, aQ ofy* vtto tup (2otf£xpvp' ifi Js xai . ogo{ fxtya imp rut 
Kaovrwt IIvXup tp apt ft pa, xccXovfxiPOv lacemov. Ibid. lib. xi. 

P- 5*6. 

* Axo Tlohipivnov ns axpeep Ia&ottop xaXovfxtPOp, raho i rgiaxomt 
xai ixaro t, Arrian, Perip. Pont. Eux. p. 128. 

0 Ei sravTij fft i&u'i at * Icwoy Apyo* A^aioi. OdyfT. lib. xviii. 
ver. 245. 

h 2 nor 
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nor was it without reafon, inafmuch as the 
god there worfhipped was in reality their 
principal deity. Jafon himfelf is faid to 
have been accompanied in his voyage by Ar*- 
menius, and to have penetrated as far as the 
Cafpian fea, Iberia, and Albania, as well as 
Media, and Armenia p . Both this imaginary 
Armenius however, and the country Arme- 
nia, equally derived their refpeCtive names 
from Ar-Menah, the mountain of the Noetic 
Ark ; and as for the word Albania , it appears 
to be compounded of Alban’ Aia q , the land of 
the Moon , which planet, upon the introduction 
of Sabianifm, was worfhipped conjointly with 
the Ark. 

In the neighbourhood of the Euxine Jafo- 
nium, mentioned by Arrian, we find another 

P A lytTctj y luaovu f/.£Tu Agfuviu m Oerlut.ov xaru rov ft^ot/p 

TOP E9T* TOVf Ko\%OVCj 0pfX7]CTUl §u\u<7CrY}q, XUl TTj 

T b lGypicc* xu j TW sTrehStiv, xcct ttoAAo. tjj? Af>p.mu$, xub t»j? 

Mvhuf. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 503. 

* Heb. Lebanah , or Albanab, properly fignifies 

tie Moon 5 but, in confequence of the Ark being worfhipped in 
conjun£lion with that planet, the Armenian Scythians deno- 
minated a {hip Leaban, and Leabarn. Vallancey’s Effay to- 
wards illultrating the ancient hiftory of the Britifh ifles, p. 33. 
Leaban, ftri6tly fpeaking, is the Moon ; Leabarn is the compound 
term Leaban- Am, the lunar Ark. Albany in Scotland, like Al- 
bania in Alia, was fo called from the prevailing arheo-lunar 
fuperftition. The fame remark may be applied to Albion, the 
ancient name of Britain. 

pro- 
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promontory denominated Heraclius from the 
arkite Hercules,, a place called Genetes , and 
two cities intitled Cuturus and Pharnacia r . 
All thefe are names allufive either to the fo- 
lar or the arkite worlhip. Genetes received 
its appellation from Chen-Ait-Es, tbe prieji of 
the burning Sun ; Pharnacia, from Ph’Arn-Ac, 
the oceanic Ark ; and Cuturus, from Cuth- 
Ur, tbe folar deity Cujh. The pofterity of this 
patriarch appear to have been of a very bold 
and enterprifing difpofition, and to have 
planted colonies in regions widely feparated 
from each other s . One of their tribes, I 
apprehend, was feated at Colchi, the inha- 
bitants of which are faid by Tzetzes to be 
Indo-Scythians, and to have been likewife 
called Lazi \ They were probably a branch 
of the Cuttree or war tribe of the Hindoos ; 


? E* h tv) tolvtv) Apiae •tiXtovow, rj HpaxAuo? axpa wpv» 

to> htcc aAAi 7 axpct laeroviot, xou o VevtTW siroc Kovtoi;£g$ «ro- 
evnj*ur$i j b Qctpvaxioc. Strab. Geog. lib. xii. p. 54 ^ • 
There was alfo a place in Pontus named Tbiba , from Theba, 
the Ark. Stephanus of Byzantium fays, that it received its 
appellation from one of the Amazons, fuppofed to have been 
flain there by Hercules. Steph. Byzant. de Urb. p. 397. I 
have already noticed thp fabulous hiftory of the Amazons. 

* See Bryant’s Anal. vol. iH. 

* Of h KoAp^oi, Ivhxoi TxvBuf tint, of xa» Aa^oi xfiXtipirot. Tzet. 
in Lycoph. ver. 174. Perhaps we may trace the appellative 
Lazus in the modern term Lafcar, which is applied to* fome 
battalions of the native Indian troops. 

H 3 who 
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who feem, in- a limilar manner, to have de- 
rived both their name and their origin from 
Cufti, or, as it is pronounced in the Chaldean 
dialed!, Cuth“. Herodotus however is of 
opinion, that theColchians came from Egypt; 
and mentions an aflertion of the Egyptians, 
that they were the remains of the army of 
king Sefoftris*. It is evident therefore, whe- 

u If we allow the Colchians to be of Hindoo extra&ion, we 
fhali be able to account very fatisfa£torily for the aflertion of 
Arrian, that there was a city denominated Colchi , not far from 
Comara, in the modem territory of Camata ; and that near it 
was a tra& of land, which bore the name of Argalus . Axo h 
Tot/ K ofxapn ixTSHOVax » i xoXv/a&jvk tow «r» n*M 

ifW; ecwo xuTax£i&t[AU» xetTegyoc^iTeti. — Mem h KoX^a; sxhxtrtH 
Trgoregoi aiyiaXo; tv xo^ttv kb X^f** ^<royuor, Xi^o pu*cg 

AgyaXov. Arrian. Perip. Mar. Eryth. p. 175. Both the Hin- 
doo and the Euxine Colchi feem to be equally Col-Och-Ai, the 
country of the oceanic Ark ; while Argalus was fo called, I ap- 
prehend, in honour of Argh’Al, the god of the Argba. Argh’Al, 
or Argalus, was the Arcles of the Phenicians, and the Hercules 
of claflical writers. I fufpc&, that Argyle in Scotland received 
its name from this fame Argalus or ArghAl. The Scots have 
a wild tradition, that they are defeended from Ere, the fon of 
Scota, whom they fancy to have been the daughter of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt. Scota however is nothing more than the Ark, 
as is evident from the circumftance of Scutb, Scudb , or (when 
latinized) Scota, fignifying, in the Celtic dialefts, a Jbip ; and 
Ere, or Ercbi, is the arklte, for fo the great arkite Noah was 
denominated xar Vallancey’s Eflay, p. 22, 26. 

x ^ocmotTca pt* yap eorrs? of KoX^ot Aiyvxho*'— ropi^etf tty curat 

Ai^vm-ioi tvs 26awrp‘of rp*rtvs tovs KoX^ovj. Herod, lib. ii. 
cap. 104. 

ther 
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ther we fuppofc them to be of Hindoo, or of 
Egyptian extraction y , that they were of the 
line, of Ham, and I think moft probably 
through the patriarch Cufh, Hence we find 
in the diftriCt of Colchis two cities denomi- 
nated Cuturus and Cutea z ; and hence Lyco- 
phron, when fpeaking of Achilles, who was 
feigned to have efpoufed Medea in the infer- 
nal regions, ftyles that princefs a Cutblan *. 


y The Hindoos and Egyptians feem to have been very 
dofely conne&ed in the earlieft ages, and to have very nearly 
refembled each other both in manners, polity, and religion. 

* Kvruia fa iroX*? Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 

There was a harbour near mount ©indy m us, which in a fimi * 
lar manner was called Cutus, moil probably from the fame pa- 
triarch. Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 987. 

* Tof fMikXafVf a fop tvnnir Kvret'Urit 

Tni £mG*xxK' ' Lycoph. Caflan. ver. 174. 

Tof A^tXXsct, tof if Alfa yipou p iXXoft* t »jf Mutual* [AtSsvotlux 
yotf> oti if Alfa naoxs zyrifxsv, Tzet. in loc. Maha* 

Deva being the great arkite god, and Mah-Dea, the great ark- 
ite goddefs, the two names were eafily confounded together ; 
which circumftance, I apprehend, will account for this part of 
the hiftory of Medea, as well as for her fabulous marriage 
with Jafon. Hence her imaginary nuptials in the myftic Ha- 
des with Achilles relate only to the allegorical marriage of 
Noah and the Atk. Achilles, as I have already obferved, is Ac- 
El-Es, the burning deity of the Ocean: accordingly he is deferibed 
as the fon of Thetis orTethys,and is faid to have been immerfed 
in the waters of Styx, or the deluge, by which he was rendered 
invulnerable in every part of his body fave his heel. Achilles 
feems to be the fame mythological character as the Cretan Ta- 
lus, who is reprefented, in a fimilar manner, as invulnerable in 

H 4 every 
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As the Eaft was filled with the high places 
of Jafon, and with traditions of his voyage, fo 
the Greeks aflerted, that from the heroine 
Medea the kingdom of Media borrowed its 
name. Finding herfelf flighted by Jafon, 
Ihe murdered the two children, whom flie 
had had by him b ; and, mounting the chariot 
of the Sun drawn by winged dragons, flie 
flew away into Media 0 . Herodotus mentions, 
that the inhabitants of that country were called 
Arit, before they aflumed the name of Medes\ 
and, what is very remarkable, he aflerts, that 
they themfelves deduced the origin of their 
fecond appellation, from the Argonautic he- 
roine* 1 . In one fenfe I believe this opinion 
to have been founded on truth : for, as the 
Perfians are feigned to have received their 


fcvery part, except hi? ancle. Though J[ believe, that there 
in ay have been a liege of Troy, yet Homer $ heroes feem to 
be entirely fitStitious, as l fhall attempt to Ihew in the courfe 
of the prefent chapter. 

b The names of thefe children were Mermerus , and Pheres : 
the firlt of which appellations feems to be equivalent to tbefca - 
god , the word Mer or Mare lignifying, equally in the Celtic 
and Latin diale&s, the Jea j ' while the fecond is Ph’Eres, the 
Sun. 

c Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 

^ OS — exaXeo>To irccXah vrg oj irccvruv Agioi' ccirixofj.tvni Sk 

Tr ; ? A §t>vcuuv t; tus Apus tutus, fjLtTtQocXop xeu 

tfToi TO 0VQ(X0C. Avtqi tts < r$ea;v ah Xiyuo-i Herpd. lib. vii. 

cap. 62. 

name 
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name from Perfes, the imaginary fon of Per- 
feus e or P’Eres-Zeus, the Sun ; fo the Medes, 
who were originally denominated Arii, from 
Ar, the folar light , afterwards exchanged that 
title fox' Me di, in honour of Medea, or Mah- 
Deva, the great god of the Hindoos. This fup- 
pofition is confirmed both by the vicinity of 
Media to Hindoftan, and by the tradition of 
a battle between the inhabitants of the two 
countries, in which, according to Apollodo- 
rus, Medus, the fon of Medea, loft his life f . 

c Of irspi KXtmap iropixoi (pctaty , — if Agyuf A»Sio*mr Trctpayv* 
yotora em \vcru tjs$ KnQevs Svyctrgog Toy negna, txtiSty h ek nip-’ 
cat; fAErctravrct, II sgercu; fxty cviro twos tuv syyoyuy tjjc xAjjcrea/s fxtrot^ 
hw. Agatharchid. apud Phot. Bibl. p. 1334. The fame 
account is given by Herodotus, who adds, that Cepheus, the 
father of Andromeda, was the fon of Belus or Baal. Etth 
II«p<mi; 0 Aayans T* xcu Abos ccttixsto Trapse, Knfptot Toy xect icyt 

avT 8 ryjy Suyartgcc Ay^po/xeh^ ywr «* avrea 7 ra\s to; 0 vvopoc eSeto 
UB^oyjy. Tovroy h xaTcchHnuy — im tovtov h ryv nruy uptwy e<r%oy. 
Herod, lib. vii. cap. 61. It is remarkable, that the ftory of 
Perfeus and Andromeda is well known to the Hindoos. Per- 
feus they call Parafica, and Andromeda Antarmada while to 
Caffiopea they aflign the name of Cajyafi, and to Cepheus that 
of Capeya. We are further told, that a Pundit, being requefted 
to point out in the heavens the Hindoo conftellation of Para- 
fica and Antarmada, immediately pitched upon that of Per- 
feus and Andromeda. See Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 222. As 
for Perfes, the fi£titious fon of Perfeus, he was, like his father, 
no other than the Sun. UepTny toe tow \eyu. Schol. in Hef« 
Theog. p. 269. 

f Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. — Tzef in Lycoph. ver. 175. 
I much doubt whether the Medes were fo called from Madai 

the 
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Since then the voyage of the Argonauts is 
in fa& the voyage of the Noachidae, we may 
naturally expert to find them clofcly con- 
nected with Cybele or the Ark. Accordingly 
they are reported to have built a temple to 
the Idean mother at Cyzicus in Phrygia, near 
the mountains Dindymum and Ardion g ; where 


the fon of Japhet, as Bochart fuppofes, both becaufe the Greek 
hiftorians fo pofitively affert that their original name was Arii i 
becaufe they are mentioned as a nation for the firft time fo late 
as 2 Kings xvii. 6. and becaufe their cuftoms and inftitutes are 
totally diffimilar to thofe of the Japhetic or Tartarian tribes. 
The word Arius is no feigned appellation, but a name a&ually 
exifting among the Medes. Ilapaywo/xiwj (b Mu&sa) ts nj» Aiyo- 
jtitr jr tote Apt xy, Totq a>$pa/7T0K foatxt to oto/ta xxXetjSat M»|i$oy* ax 
avTvif. Pauf. Corin. p. 118. A ptatct c$yoc rots Ka$bi/- 

trtots. Steph. Byzan. de Urb. 0ap inj£»oi ttk M nhtaq, tyyvs Ka$- 
hvertu*. Xenoph. Rer. Graec. lib. ii. The Thamnerii are, as 
Bochart juftly obferves, the Theman-Arii, or fouthern Arii, 
tumN-IDTU Thele three citations are given by Bochart him- 
felf. Phaleg. lib. iii. cap. 14. 

g O l AgyovuvTctt wAeopti? it; Qacm ityvcratTO 7 a tvs lfraiac f/yTfo; 

Itpa t irt KvQxop. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 45. See alio Conon. 
Narrat. cap. 41. KccXarctt A^kt up to opo;* VTregxetTat 

Att^vfxop po 9 o$vt<;, itgop i^on tv><; Att^/xjji'*}; Mj iTpo; tup Stuv, ityvpaTU* 
Afyo>avT 6 v. Strab. Geog. lib. xii. p. 575. Dindymum appears 
to have been fo denominated in honour of Tin-da-Mu, (Maw, 
to v$vp. Hefych.) the arkite fjb of the waters while Ar6ton re- 
ceived its appellation from Arc-To, the divine Ark, of which 
the mighty mother Rhea, or Cybele, was a perfonification. 
Ar6fcon, according to the Greeks, was the hill of hears 5 and tra- 
dition aflerted, that the nurfes of Jupiter were there changed 
into animals of that^ecies. Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. 
ver. 936. This fable is in fubftance the fame as that of Cal- 

lifto, 
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Apollonius, with the ftrideft mythological 
propriety, reprefents them as performing the 
facred dance Betarmus , in honour of that god- 
defs. 

TloXXct h Tffv ye X i-nyriv cL7ro<rge^ca epyaXot* 

A uroviiti? yavcL^er eonXeiGoov isqoicriv 
AiB’oftevoif' ctfjLvhf $e veot O (>tyr\os ctvayy 
^KcUQpnes (ivfToL^fjLov^ evoorXiov GopxwrcLvro, 

K cu (folks cl fytyssrnv S7rsKTV7rov y ids ksv iwfj 
A v<r(ptifJLOf irXaXciTO $1 rfS(>oz, ifv m A ctoi 
/ZounXtjof oLve<revor evB’sv sr diet 

'P OftfoCt) KOLl TV7T0LVC0 *P £lf\V Q^IT/S? iXcUFKOVTOLl, 

*H ie ora svayesennv eon (PqsvcL &i\ks S'vrfXoLiz 

AvTCLlff $OUjJLGdV' TOL EOlKOTCt (FOffXOLT SySVTO . 

A evtyea, fxsv kcl^tov x* ov clovtstov^ cL/utyt JW oreem^ 
AxrrofJLCLTv\ Qve yoLict Tspsivtff clv&sol 7roitj s. 

&*!(>£? £ eiXvar re kcltol %vXo%Xf re Xioroner, 
Ovfvynv <rcuvovrsf soniXuS’oir if koli clXXo 
0ffK€ TSfCLf' SOTSI XT l nSctfOlTSfOV V^CLTl VCLltV 
A ivSvfiov, clXXcl crtyiv to \ ’• avsQpoLxe £r^<t£oo ctirroor 
Ex KQfvtyrfs cLXXvfKTQV. Ivfcrovictv P evs7ra<riv 
K stvo 7T0T0V Kftffvrfv ors^ivcLiercLi cu/tysf murra. 

K .ou tots fie v $out obfityi Sect* B'scfolv apstriv A^kIoov, 
MeX TTorref e P sifjv oroXv7nmncor currctf) sf vfoo 
AffecLVTOOV CLVSjLLOOV, VffCFOV Xl7T0V glQ€Ttt YTIV^. 

While on the burning victims Jafon pours 
Libations due, the goddefs he implores 

lifto, and Polyphonte ; they all equally arofe from a mifprifion 
of the term Ardtos . The hiftory of the birth of Jupiter will be 
confidered at large hereafter. Vide infra chap. ix f 
h Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. H32. 

To 
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To fmile propitious on the Grecian train. 

And ftill the tempefts of the roaring main. 

Then Orpheus call’d, and youthful chiefs ad-, 
vance. 

All clad in arms, to lead the martial dance ; 
With flalhing fwords they clatter’d on their 
fhields. 


And fill’d with feftive founds th’ aerial fields. 
Loft in thefe founds was every doleful ftrain. 
And their loud wailings for their monarch flain. 
The Phrygians ftill their goddefs’ favour win. 

By the revolving wheel and timbril’s din. 

Of thefe pure rites the mighty mother Ihew’d 
Her mind approving, by thefe figns bellow'd : 
Boughs bend with fruit, earth from her bofom 
pours 

Herbs ever green, and voluntary flowers. 

Fierce foreft beafts forfake the lonely den. 
Approach with gentlenefs, and fawn on men. 

A pleafing omen, and more wondrous ftill 
The goddefs gave : the Dindymfcin hill. 

That ne’er knew water on its airy brow, 

Burfts into ftreams, and founts perennial flow. 
This wonder ftill the Phrygian Ihepherds ling. 
And give the name of Jafon to the fpring. 

Then on the mount 1 the chiefs the feaft prolong. 
And praife the venerable queen in fong. 

But when the morning role they plied their oars. 
And the wind ceafing, left the Phrygian fliores. 


■ Arfton. 


Fawkes. 
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The fupernatural tamenefs of the beafts, 
and the burfting forth of the fountain, which 
are mentioned in this curious palfage, feem 
both to allude to the events of. the deluge ; 
and the dance Betarmus, from the defcrip- 
tion given of it by Apollonius, is evidently 
the; fame as the Pyrrhic dance of the Cabiric 
Corybantes. Mr. Bryant fuppofes, and 1 think 
very juftly, that this frantic dance was infti- 
tuted to commemorate the hurry and confu- 
fion of quitting the Ark ; but I doubt the 
propriety of his deriving the term Betarmus 
from Bet-Armon, the temple of Baal-Hermon. 
I am rather inclined to deduce it from Petar, 
to difmifs, to open , or to let out k , the name be-* 

k Animadverfione dignum eft, ut vox 1E0D fubftantivum 
praecipue valeat apcrtio vulva : vulva autem, uti jam arjtea nota- 
vimus. Arose fuit fymbolum, cum apud Indos, turn etiam apud 
Graecos. Quoniam igitur Area fuit Magna Mater five Cybele, 
egreflus Noactiidarum parturitio quaedam haud inept& eft habi- 
tus. Hinc evenit, A ream, five Juno , five Diana , five Lucina , 
five Prothyrcea , five Mylitta, five Venus, five Lima fit nuncupata, 
velut praefidem generationis et parturitionis efleexcultam; patri- 
archa interim nomen Baal- Peor, feu Dominus apertionis (fcilicet 
Vulvae), rite fibi vindicante.. Bene igitur notat Kircherus, (Obel. 
p. 531.) ut “ Hebraei Baal-Phegor colerent ad fterilitatem aver- 
“tendam.” Hifce praecipue de caufis, ficut Arcae vulva, itaNoaci 
phallus erat fymbolum j amboque, in nefandis Cabiraeorum myf- 
teriis, arcanam Bacchi, five Ofiridis, regenerationem more quo- 
dam umbratili exhibuerunt. K ea ya% at tsAet a», tefte Theodorelo, 
*a* r cc ogyiu, tqvtuv AlNirMAT A, top xtbvx peii i Ehivo-i?, 

, h QciK- 
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ing given to the dance in allufion to the egrefs 
from the Ark ; and I think it not improbable, 
that for the fame reafon the Greek word 
Orcheomai, to dance, may be ultimately traced 
to Orcha, the Ark. 

Such was the original defign, with which 
the dance Betarmus was inftituted ; but, in 
procefs of time, when the Sabian worfhip was 
ingrafted upon the rites of "the Ark, its influ- 
ence extended alfo to the facred commemo- 
rative dance. Though the wildnefs of the 
primitive Betarmus was fcrupuloufly retained 
by the Cabiric priefts, as far as their own gef- 
ticulations were concerned, yet its general ir- 

0 

5 <pot>^ayuy\ci & Tor ^aXXor. Theod. Therap. lib. vli. In epi- 
ftola Pfeudo-Jeremiae ad Baruchum, confuetudo Babyloniorum 
faediflima, ab Herodoto commemorata, (Herod, lib. i. cap. 199.) 
hifce verbis notatur. Ai^ yvpoax i$ we piSep-erai c x oina ip 
tyxa§f)pTcti SvfAwm Toe niTTPA* qtccp r *{ ccvtup oc<pt'hxv§uaa, vvo 
rivos tup TretgocirogtvQiJLiPVP xo T>jr wAwor opu&£h, oti 0 vx niuJteu, 
vjTrtg *vti) , art to cyp\p\op avms ^uppocyv. Haec wiTV£a> fecundum 
virum do&iflimum Jacobum Bryant, liba erant facra dei Pator, 
quem conjicit efle Solem. Pator procul dubio fuit Sol Noeti- 
cus j vocula autem ipfa mihi fane videtur non valere Petipbe- 
raby fed potius Protbyr&us five Patuldus. IUtv^oc nempe ifta 
puellarum meritoriarum, ficuti ab ipfo probe liquet Jeremiae fer- 
mone, revera erant liba divi iftius architae, qui generationi feu 
vulvae apertioni praefidet. 

From this word Patary in allufion to the egrefs from the Ark, 
the Cabiric gods were fometimes denominated Dii patroi, or Dii 
patriot. 

regu- 
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regularity in point of figure was now fyftema- 
tically exchanged for order j till at length it 
became the circular dance, and as fuch was 
devoutly performed in honour of the Sun, 
and the revolving hoft of heaven. Accord- 
ingly, in this its laft modification, it received 
the name of Pyrrhic, like Pyrrha the confort 
of Deucalion, from P’Ur, the folar fire. Thefe 
martial dances were ufed by the priefts of the 
Corybantes, when they were about to initiate 
any perfon into their Myfteries 1 ; and the 
Curetic deities themfelves are faid by Nonnus 
to have clalhed their fwords upon the birth 
of Bacchus, in the fame manner as they did 
upon that of Jupiter. 

R eti KoqvGctntf e<ru S-eo^eypovof ctvAyf 

IT cu$oxo[A.a Aiovvrov S[MT(>u<rctno %opeiy‘ 

K M %t<pect KTV 7 T£smiov AuotS&iyri ae p nr an 
kmri^dc vt(>is<rct,vro KvGiwqth vi^u, 

KXpOOVVtlV kX( 7 TT 0 VT£S Cttfy/JLtViS AlOWITH m . 


1 Tlomrof ravrov ovtp oi tv tv riXtry tvv KofvCavTvv, brat tvv 
S potwaut vautl cti Trtgt TovUt, oar at psWucri TtXsit, xcu yap txe » %opeia t»? 
«n, xcci vatha, u apa xai titAimm. Plat. Euthyd. p. 193. 

m Nonni Dionyf. lib. ix. p. 167. This poet particularly 
notices the frantic mode, in which the rites of the Cabiri were 
celebrated. 

Bpv%v$fjia £s Acorn? bp tofyhv* axo fatiput 

MvnwoXtJv aXahaypot tfjUfAvaarro KaGtipvv 

EpQpova twaaav t^orra.— • Dionyf. lib. iii. p. ^4. 

The 
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The Cabiric gods and their priefts being 
frequently confounded, and often defignated 
by the very fame appellatioh, we find the 
dancing minifters of Cybele indifferently called 
Idet Dadiyl't n , Curetes °, and Cory bant es p . 
They were alfo denominated Galli' 1 , and Me- 
nodes : the former of which titles, as I have 
already obferved, is derived from Cal, or Gal, 
tbe cavity of the Ark ; and the latter, from 
Mena, the Ark of Noah. Hence, in reference 
to the diluvian voyage, Catullus deferibes their 
leader Attis, or Atys, as failing over the fea 
in a fwift fhip, before he took up his abode 
in Phrygia r . 

Super alta vectus Atys celeri rate maria 
Phrygium nemus citato cupide pede tetigit, 
Adiitque opaca fylvis redimita loca deze ; 
Stimulatus ubi furenti rabie, vagus animi 
Devolvit ilia acuta fibi pondera Alice. 

Itaque ut relidta fenfit fibi membra fine viro, 


tt Solin. Polyhift. cap. i^. . 

• Claudian. in Eutfop. lib. ii. ver. ‘281. 

P Val. Flac. Argon, lib. vii. ver. 935. 

*1 E* h tv irfOiigijfjittu IT tfraitarrt, m olKo.\ utt Qpvygf vgyiufy* it tv 
wot otfjuo T aXAa; Trapapptom, atf » TDt i Trvtvpaott (ptpueit ot T« Ssv t»- 
Htui Herodian. lib. i. cap. 11. p. 35. 

r Catullus makes Atys call himfelf a Me?ias : 

Egone de&m miniftra, et Cybeles fartiula ferar ? 

Ego Maenas, ego mei pars,, ego vir fterilis ero ? 

Catull. Eleg. 60 . 

Et 
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Et jam recente terras fola fanguine maculans, 
Niveis citata cepit manibus leve tympanum, 
Tympanum tubam Cybelles ; tua, mater, initia : 
Quatienfque terga taitri teneris cava digitis, 
Canere haec fuis adorta eft tremibunda comiti- 
bus ; 

Agite, ite ad alta, Galls, Cybeles nemora 
fimul, 

— duce me, mihi comites 

Rapidum falum tuliftis, truculeptaque pelagi. 

Mora tarda mente cedat i fimul ite ; fequimeni 
Phrygiam ad d'omum, Cybelles Phrygia ad ne- 
mora Deas : 

Ubi cymbalum fonat vox, ubi tympana reboant, 
Tibicen ubi canit Phryx curvo grave calamo, 
Ubi capita Maenades vi jaciunt ederigerae s . 

As the frantic dances, performed by the 
Cabiric priefts, were contrived, after the in- 
trodu<ftion of Sabianifm, to imitate the orbits 
of the heavenly bodies ; fo the flower, and 
more {lately movements of the chorus in the 
Greek drama had the very fame myflic allu- 
fion *. “ In the Strophe, they danced from 

1 Catull. El eg. 60. 

1 Antiqui deorum laudes carminibus comprehenfas circum 
aras eorum euntcs canebant : cujus primum ambitum quem in- 
gredicbantur ex parte dextra rpop*i» vocabant : reveriioncm au- 
tem finiftrorfum faftam completo priore orbe am<rrp appel- 
' vol. 11. i labant 
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“ the right hand to the left, by which motion* 

** Plutarch is of opinion, they meant to indi- 
** cate the apparent motion of the heavens* 
“ from eaft to weft : in the Antiftrophe, they 
“ moved from the left to the right, in allu- 
f * lion to the motion of the planets, from weft 
“ to eaft ; and by the flow, or ftationary mo- 
“ tion, before the altar, the permanent ftabi- 
“ lity of the earth u .” It is remarkable, that 
the fame kind of aftronomical dance was ufed 
by the Hindoos in their religious ceremonies, 
and called the Raas Jattra, or dance of the cir- 
cle. Viflinou, who, confidered in one point, 
of view, is the Sun, and in another, the pa- 
triarch Noah ifluing from the arkite cetus, is 
fuppofed to have originally performed it with 
feven beautiful virgins, the number equally of* 
the planets, and pf the Cabirides x . This cir- 
cular dance, in honour of the heavenly bodies* 
was in ufe among a variety of ancient nations. 
The Romans, during their public worfhip, 
were accuftomed to turn themfelves round 
from left to right, fometimes in larger, and 
fometimes in fmaller circles ; and they derived 


labant. Dein in confpe&u deorum foliti confiftere, cantici reli- 
qua confequebantur, appellantes id epodon . Mar. Vi6tor. lib. i. 
p. 74. apud Maurices Ind. Antiq. vol. v. p. 920. 
u Ibid. p. 921. 
x Ibid. p. 922. 

this 
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this practice, according to Plutarch, from their 
religious monarch Numa y , who was deeply 
fkilled in the Myfleries of the Samothracian 
Cabiri. The Gauls, on the contrary, as we 
learn from Pliny, turned from right to left 2 ; 
a ceremony, which was carefully obferved 
likewiie by the Druids a . The very great an- 
tiquity of fuch danefes appears from the ac- 
count, which the facred hiftorian gives us of 
the idolatrous worfhip paid by the Ifraelites to 
the molten calf. Defpairing of their leader’s 
return from amidft the fmoke and fire of Si- 
nai, his rebellious followers fpeedily polluted 
themfelves with thfc licentious rites of paga- 
nifm, and performed the circular dance round 
the image of the helio-arkite bull of Ofiris. 

** They rofe up early on the morrow, and 

y Plut. in Vita Numae. 

* In adorando dextram ad ofculum referimus, totumque cor- 
pus circumagimus, quod in laevum fecifle Galli religiofius cre- 
dunt. Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. xxviii. cap. 2. This pra&ice of luff- 
ing the hand to the Sun reminds us of a paflage in the very’ 
ancient book of Job. " If I beheld the fun when it (hined, or 

the moon walking in brightnefs $ and my heart hath been 
“ (ecretly enticed, or my mouth hath killed my hand : this alfo 
“ were an iniquity to be punilhed by the judge, for I fhbuld 
“ have denied the God, that is above.’* Job. xxxi. 26. 

* Toland’s Hift. of the Druids, p. 108. For thefe three laft 
citations I . am indebted to Dr. Borlafe*s Cornwall, p. 127. 
where the reader will find many curious particulars relative to 
this mode of worfhip. 

i z “ of- 
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** offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
“ offerings ; and the people fat down, to eat 
“ and to drink, and rofe up to play. And 
“ the Lord faid unto Mofes, Go, get thee 
" down: for the people, which thoubrought- 
“ eft out of the land of Egypt, have cor- 
" rupted themfelves. — And it came to pafs 
“ as foon as he came nigh unto the camp, 
“ that he faw the calf, and the dancing: and 
“ Mofes’ anger waxed hot, and he caft the 
“ tables out of his hands* and brake them be- 
“ neath the mount b .” 

With the fame propriety, that Apollonius 
connects his band of heroes with the Phry- 
gian Cybele, he brings them likewife to the 
Samothracian ifle of the Cabiri, in order that, 
being initiated into the Myfteries, they might 
navigate the tempeftuous main with fearlefs 
fecurity. 

'E <nre(>ioi Op<pr,a stypoovvyriv sxiXtretv ' - 
N*/(Tok si HA sxt^s AtXetmaof’ ofigu Jecsyrs? 
AppriXTXi ctyavr,Ti reXsirtpogiytri &Sfju?a,z, 

'XaoTegoi x/>vog<r<rciv u7rnp ctXa, vcurrtXkomo. 

T uv ju,ev st X m pot sou) f^vB’ycroficq' ct)Xet xctf currri 
N>frof 0/u.uii xe%a,()OiTo, xcq oi XccQov opyia xhvcl 
Actipovsi ewasraf tcc, psv x B'slu; ol^luv ccetS'siv c . 

b Exod. xxxii. 6 , 7,19. ' , 

c Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 915. 

As 
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As Orpheus counfell’d, and miLd evening near, 
To Samothrace, Ele&ra’s ifle, they fteer, 

That there initiated in rites divine, 

Safe they might fail the navigable brine. 

But, mufe, prefume not of thel'e rites to tell ; 
Farewell, dread ifle ! dire deities, fafewell ! 

Let not my verfe thefe Myfteries explain > 

To name is impious, to reveal profane. 

Fawkes. 

The Myfteries of the Cabiri are ftyled by 
Apollonius Orgies, a name, which is ufually 
applied alfo to the frantic rites of Bacchus d . 
His fcholiaft derives the term, either from 
the eXclufion of the uninitiated, or from the 
circumftance of the Myfteries being ufually 
celebrated in places abounding with wood 
and water, which were called Orgades e and 
Helladius informs us, that the Athenians ap- 
plied the word Orgas, in a peculiar manner, 
to the confecrated inclofure of the temple of 
the great goddeftes, Ceres and Proferpine ; 
the reafon of which was obvioufly the con- 
nection of 'thofe deities with the Cabiri f . I 

d ’ The Myfteries of Bacchus, Ceres, Ills, Rhea, and the Ca- 
bifi, were all the fame, and allufive to the fame events, as fhall 
be lhewn at large hereafter. Vide infra chap. x. 

c Opyiu, roc fjcvrygioc' rcocpoc to upyup rrn; ctfjLVvrras avlcov * »j roc cv 
o^yoctrc y»»o pita* opyct&s $e 0 1 rufjctyvloi to ttos xccf vypoi t Schol. in 
Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 920. 

f Opyeci, (/.in xonv$ pijtrt wa<7oc yvi , oar) tmrv xetpvvv yo~ 

i 3 W 
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have little doubt, however, but that both Or- 
gia, Or gas, and Ergo*, are ultimately deduci- 
ble from the fame root as the ftiip Argo, or, 
as the Hindoos call it, Argha ; namely, Arca- 
Siphinah, a long Hippa or decked Jhip b . Ac- 
cordingly Herodotus Philoftephanus k , and 
the fcholiaft upon Apollonius *, all concur in 
declaring, that the Argo was the firft long 
Ihip. 

opyaSa £« txa\nt ok m* van $i«ir an i/xingr njf 

AtIixk fitra£v kcl i rqs Miyap^of . Hellad. apud Phot. Bibl. 
P * 59 2 * 

* Epyat. 

h With all the deference, which the fuperior judgment of 
Mr. Bryant has a right to expe£, I cannot help doubting the 
propriety of his deriving Argo , and Argos, from the Hebrew 
word Argaz. The word occurs in the account of the 
retufrn of the ark from the land of the Philippines. li Take the 
“ ark of the Lord, and lay it upon the cart : and put the 
“ jewels of gold, which ye return him for a trefpafs offering, 
“ in a coffer (Argaz) by the fide thereof 3 and fend it away, 
({ that it may go.*’ 1 Sam. vi. 8. Argaz, according to Bux- 

torf, is derived from Arag, to weave 3 hence, both from its 
etymology, and from the context of the preceding paffage, it 
appears to fignify a J mall wicker or woven bajket , rather than an 
ark . 

‘ Kxtiav'Ktdaayraq yap f*>axgy rr’i t; A»ar re t»jj xaj em 

<1 >aauf ‘ETQTafA.ov — x. t. A. Herod, lib. i. cap. 2. 

k Longa nave Jafonem primum navigafle Philoftephanus 
au6lor eft. Plin. lib. vii. cap, 56. 

* Tavryr h (t jj> Apyu) Quay irpuryv vavp ym&ai pax^av. Schol. 
in Apqll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 4. 

I fhall 
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I fliall now proceed to confider the genea- 
logies, and mythological hiftory of Medea and 
Jafon. 

Medea was laid by the poets to be the ofF- 
fpring of Eetes, whofe father was the Sun, 
and of Iduia, who was the daughter of 
Oceanus m . The mother of Eetes was Pers&, 
who was another daughter of Oceanus. Ac- 
cording to Tzetzes, the Sun gave the king- 
dom of Arcadia to Aloeus, and that of Co- 
rinth to his brother Eetes ; but the latter, 
being diflatisfied with his portion, committed 
the care of it to Bunus the fon of Mercury, 
and migrated to Colchi. There he efpoufed 
Iduia in the city Cutea, and became the fa- 
ther of Medea and Ablyrtus. The filters of 
Eetes were Circe, Pafiphae, and Calypfo n . 

The whole of this genealogy is purely my- 
thological. Eetes, or, as the Greeks called 
him, Aietes, is Ait-Es, the folar fire ; his fup- 
pofed mother Perse is P’Erefa, the goddefis of 
the Sun ° ; Iduia, the allegorical daughter of 
Oceanus, is, like Ida the parent of the Idei 


m Svyccrtpa titxctv Awtv xai tvs fixtavoi; Suya- 

T^05— Anjlnj? xcq AXusvf tracts xa.\ Tlipays T»if ttxsunov Svyalpos,, 

Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 

* Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 

• The application of folar titles to goddefles has been al- 
ready confidercd. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 178, note p. 

1 4 Pac- 
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Dadtyli, and Nephele the mother of the Cen- 
taurs, Aida, a cloud ; Bunus, the fon of the atk- 
ite Mercury, is Bu-Nus, the tauric Noah ; and 
Abfyrtus is Ap-Soros, the bull Apis. The gene- 
alogy of Medea thus relating partly to the ark- 
ite, and partly to the folar fuperftition, we lhall 
not be furprifed to find, that the Corybantes, or 
Cpbiri, were fuppofed by fome to have come 
from Colchi upon the Phafis p ; that the rites 
of Cybele, or the Ark, were celebrated in 
that city, as well as in Phenicia, Troas, and 
Phrygia ; and that the pretended anchor of 
the Argo was lhewn in her temple q . Thele 

p Oi & £K Ko\%vp (pcten (rtf$ Ko pyGaflag atpiypctr&s). Strata. 
Geog. lib. x. p. 472. 

^ & eif top <t>a<np, bp afiftpa ityvTat b <baa\apn $to{. 

Enj y ccp anro yt ra cr^/xalo? TsxpiatpopiEry, b *P sat. Kat yap xvfi- 
Qol\op [/.fix e X e *> YCCi t'firo tu pu t xat xa§i)Tut uorrtp 

bv Ta.fjcoflpuu A Swyaip b T8 <J>n 3 W. Arr. Perip. Pont. Eux. p. 120. 
JifuvSa xa» b ayxvpa. < 5 i»x»tfla» t»jc Apya$. Ibid. The newneis of 
this anchor in the days of Arrian (hewed clearly, that the dory 
was & mere fi6tion of the priefts. Ovk t£o|i hpxp •ma'Kaia. 
Ibid. Thofe impofiors do not feem to have contidered, that 
fuch pretenfions involved a dire£l anachronifm. Anchors are 
never once mentioned by Homer, the remarkable exa£inefs of 
whofe deferiptions is well known ; hence we* may reafonably 
conclude, that they were a fubfequent invention. How then 
could the Argo Have had an anchor, when its imaginary voy- 
age is unanimoully fuppofed to have been prior to the (iege of 
Troy ? Apollonius with great propriety gives his heroes a 
large (lone for an anchor. Argon, lib. i. ver. 955. 

>Vfame 
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fame tnyfteries, as we have already feen, were 
afterwards introduced into Italy ; and the 
banks of the Almo, like thofe of the Phafis, 
refounded with the wild fhrieks of the frantic , 
Corybantes r . 

The genealogy and hiftory of Jafon, the 
hero of the Argonautic expedition, is no lefs 
mythological, than that of his confort Medea. 
All ancient authors agree, that his father was 
Efon. the fon of Cretheus ; but, with regard 
to his maternal defeent, there are confiderable 
difcrepancies of opinion. Apollodorus fup- 
pofes, that Polymede, the daughter of Auto- 
lycus, ,was his mother 8 ; Hyginus, Alcimede, 
the daughter of Clymenus 1 ; Apollonius, Al- 
cimede, the daughter of Phylacus “ ; Herodo- 
rus, Polypheme, the daughter of Autolycus 1 j 
and Andron, Theognete, the daughter of 
Laodicus y . Pherecydes aflents to the opinion 
of Apollonius 1 ; while Tzetzes mentions> that 

r Sic ubi Mygdonios plan6his facer abluit Almo, 

Laetaque jam Cybele.— 

Val. Flacc. Argon .-lib. viii. ver. 239. 

Almo received its name from Al-Mon, the arkite lunar deity . 

8 Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 

x Hyg. Fab. 9. 

w Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 45. 

x Schol. in ibid. 

y ibid. 

* Ibi 4 . 

fome 
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fome efteemed him the fon of Arn£, and 
others of Scaphe*. Moft of theie names are 
Significant. Thus, Efon is Es-On, the blazing 
Sun ; Clymenus is Cula-Menus, the arkitt 
Noah b ; Cretheus is Cur-Aith-Theus, the di~ 
vine folar fire ; and Arne, and Scaphe, equally 
fignify an ark c . 

As for Jafon himfelf, he was, like Bacchus, 
Hercules, or Ofiris, the patriarch Noah wor- 
Ihipped in conjun&ion with the Sun. Hence 
we meet with a curious tradition, preferred 
by Tzetzes, of his being inclofed in an ark, 
like one dead, in order that he might efcape 
the fury of Pelias ; and of his being delivered 

* Schol. in Lycoph. ver. 872. 

b Clymenus was the fame perfon as Pluto or Adoneus, 
Phorn. de Nat. Deor. cap. 35. 

c In a fimilar manner Pheres, the fuppofed fon of Cretheus, 
and uncle of Jafon, (Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. — Schol, in 
Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 124.) is Ph’Eres, the Sun . By this Pheres, 
Pherae in Thefialy was thought to have been built, (Apollod, 
Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9.— Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver, 49.) 
as Pharae in Achaia was by Phares, the grandfon of Danaus. 
(Pauf. Achaic. p. 580.) Both Pheres and Phares however are 
equally the folar Noah, although the firft occurs in the genea- 
logy of Jafon, and the fecond in that of Danaus. This plainly 
appears from the circumftance of the Argo being fometimes 
efteemed the Ihip of Jafon, and fometimes of Danaus. (Schol. in 
Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 4.) That the Cabiric worfhip was 
cftablifhed at Pharae, is evident, frqm there being in its neigh- 
bourhood a grove of the Diofcori. J (Pauf. Achaic. p. 579.) 

in 
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in this fituation to the centaur Chiron, who 
carefully educated him in his cave, from the 
obfcurity of which he at length emerged, and 
immortalized his name by the Argonautic ex- 
pedition. 

IIeA;k S's (pevev on os 7r con cos tus A to A t$a,s, 

X^rpca fyAxnos in r am us tivos avcuq&rivcu, 
TsxS’onct tov I ctir ova, jS Qttycs ev&vs court act 
Qctvstv clvtov Tr^cKrtra/^evot QoGu rui m He Am, 

'O 7rA7T7ro5 yx(> larovos KgitSsvs, AtoAa yovos, 

Ev Aa,f>va,Ki tu Xetquvt x.ofu£xnv, us vexvv cl . 

This tradition is , noticed alfo by Pindar, 
who adds, that Jafon was placed in the ark 
during the night, and that his fuppofed death 
was loudly lamented by the women of his 
family, precifely in the fame manner as the 
women of Byblos bewailed the untimely fate 
of Adonis, or Thammuz. 

Tot fl, t7TSl 7ra./£7rquTov et$ov 
Qeyyef, vTripQictAx dye/tiovos 
Autrcunss vGpiv, xctJbs u er- 
st ts (pB’tfieva J'vetpefiov 
Ev S'ufA.aun &*ix,a.ftevot peru ku- 
kvtu yvveuxuv, xpvGJ'u mfjo- 
7rov trcrcopycovots ev oro(><pv(>eois. 


* Tzet. Chil. vii. Hift. 96.— See alfo Schol. in Lycojih. 
ver.i 75 . , 

Nwcr* 
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Nt/jcre xoivcura,nti o£ov, K povifa* 

Ae TQot/psv Xeigan <W«v e . 

Now, when we recoiled, that the Argo was 
the fhip of Ofiris or Danaus, and confequent- 
ly, that the legend of its fuppofed voyage was 
borrowed by the Greeks from the Egyptians; 
we can fcarcely doubt, that Jafon and Ofiris 
were one and the fame mythological charac- 
ter, and that the preceding tradition refpeCt- 
ing the former was entirely founded upon the 
hiffcory of the latter. In fhort, the inclofure 
of Jafon within an ark is the inclofure of 
Ofiris within an ark ; the fictitious death of 
Jafon is the allegorical death of Ofiris ; and 
his emerging to life and light from the obfcu- 
rity of the cave of Chiron, which, like that 
of Ceres, Anius, Bacchus, and Hecate, was 
lymbolical of the central abyfs, is equivalent 
to the imaginary revivification of Ofiris. 

If then we fuppofe Jafon to be the fcriptu- 
ral Noah, we {hall immediately perceive the 
reafon, why Jund, or the dove, is invariably 
defcribed as being fo peculiarly propitious to 
him. Thus, when he is firfi. commanded by 
Pelias to undertake the hazardous enterprize 
of bringing off the golden fleece from Colchi, 


• Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 19.7. 


he 
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he is reprefented by the author of the Orphic 
Argonautics as invoking the aid of his tute- 
lary goddefs ; who, ever attentive to the pray- 
er of her favourite hero, immediately com- 
mands Minerva to afiift him, in the talk of 
conftrudting his veflel. 

&e<r<para yap TleAiag SeiSi<r<rero, pa *1 ol OTmrS’ev • 
Xeipeg inf AiiroviSa xaS’eAri (SacriAfiov apyy\v. 

Kcu ol inro 7rpa7nSetrcn SoAov rpiQov ri7repo7reve‘ 
T'a.trtre yap ex KoAxuv xpvtreiov xuag eveixai 
GecnraAirjv arruAov. ‘O S’ cog xAvev exvopjoov eu iSriv, 
Xeipag eTranewag e7rexexXero 7rarviav 'Hpav' 

T w & yap ex Maxapuv Trepiuxria xvSaivecrxev. 

'H Se 7 rap evxuAymv e^eavrero xr\Sopaevr\ vrep' 
E%o%a yap paepo 7 rav yya^sTo xai (ptAeetrxev 
AeivoGitiv rtpua TrepixXurov Aicrovog via, 

K ai pa xaAe<ra-apj.ev*i erreTeAAeTo Tptroyeveiy, 

Kat el tp*iyivetiv 7 rpuTov r exrnvaro vt\a, 

H xai inf etAarivoig eperp %oig dAipxvpea (ievB*i 
lip ary V7re%eirep)]<re, rpiGxg S' ijyvtrre B-aXacrar^. 

With terror (truck, left by young Jafon’s hand 
His crown (hould be rent from him, Pelias 
fought 

By machinations dark to flay his foe. 

From Colchian realms to bring the golden fleece 
He charg’d the youth j who ftraight with up- 
rais’d hands 

Invok’d the mighty emprefs of the (kies. 


f Orph. Argon, ver. 55. 


The 
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- The white-arm’d Juno, his peculiar guardian. 
Forthwith a ready ear the goddefs lent 
To favour’d Jafon, whom above the tribes 
Of mortal men flie lov’d j and to Minerva 
Affign’d the talk of building for her hero 
A (lately (hip, the firft that plough’d the main. 

According to Apollonius, Jafon procured 
the favour of Juno by a fomewhat lingular 
adl of piety towards her ; the {lory of which 
feems to have originated from the circum- 
ftance of Noah’s readmitting the dove into 
the Ark, when it fled from the horrors of' the 
yet unabated deluge. While Juno wasprov- 
ing in difguife the religion of his contempo- 
raries, Jafon bore her in fafety over a winter’s 
torrent, which impeded her progrefs*. 

K M J’ etAA a? sti km vtqiv s/aoi fAsyct, ^iXrcer 
Iqtrwv, 

E£ of €7ri irpoxoYitnv aXtg- irXri&ovrof A mvpa, 

A vfyuv £uvo[ju*ic weipapievYi a,rrtZoM<rev, 

Qifp? efytviav. NtCperu J’ S7ra,\vvsro ttavta, 
Oufiect km o~kc7ticli 7repi/jt,tiKsef ol Jf kcat a urur 
Xsifietpfiot Kctvctxflfct KvXtv^ofievoi (po^eovro. 

Tffji Js [a eirct[Aev»iv oAopu^ero, km ja’ avctu/iaf 

f This fable is precifely the fame, as that related by Tzetzes 
of Areas, or the arkite deity. He is faid to have preferred the 
nymph Chryfopeleia, or the golden dove > from the -fury of awin- 
tery torrent, and afterwards to have efpoufed her. Tzet. in 
Lycoph. ver. 480. 

A VTOf 
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A vtk iois uftcifi SitK7ri>octhte $>egsv vJuf' 

T u w mv clKMxtqv Tt^merui S. — 

Nay more, young Jafon claims my love and 
grace, 

Whom late I met returning from the chafe, 

Returning met, as o’er the world I ftray’d, 

And human kind, and human works furvey’d: 

Hard by Anaurus I beheld the man, 

Wide o’er its banks the rapid currents ran. 

From fnow-clad hills, in torrents loud and 
ftrong, 

Roar’d the fwoln ftreams the tugged rocks 
among. 

He, on his back, though like a crone I Hood, 

Securely brought me o’er the foaming flood ; 

This won my love h .— Fawkes » 

With the fame traditional allufion to the 
Noetic dove, Apollonius defcribes one of thofe 
birds as flying into the bofom of Jafon during 
the courfe of his voyage ; while Theocritus 

* Apollon. Argon, lib. iii. vcr. 66. 

h In confequence of Juno being the reputed patronefs of Ja- 
fon, we find a temple of the Argive Juno in Lucania, a pro- 
vince of Italy, faid to have been built by that hero $ and ano- 
ther at Samos of the fame goddefs, fuppofcd to have been con- 
secrated by the Argonauts. Mira to to/** t« Acvxa- 

►f«i xa 1 to T7* tip or ntf Apyua?, Iacorof Ityu/xa. Strab. Geog. 

lib. vi. p. 252. To h logo* to *» Eiopcy Tvjf *Hga*, tun* ©► 

^acr» Tt# nr t y Agyot wAiorraf, *irayia§m it to otyoifyiM 

Afyw. Pauf. Achaic. p. 530. 

aflerts. 
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afferts, that the Argonauts commenced their 
voyage at the time of the riling of the Plei- 
ades 1 . 

'Xif (pa.To, tohti $e o-rjjLict B~eoi £otrav tv/xeveovref' 
T^av fjnv Qeiiyxo-* (Zitjv xipxoto 7reXu&s 
‘Y\poS~ev Airoytfea 7repoStiju.sv*i efAare<re xoX iroif K 

Her faid ; when lo ! the fignal of their love 
Was kindly given them by the powers above ; 
For, by a falcon chas’d, a trembling dove 
Far from his foe to Jafon’s bofom flies. 
f Fawkes . 

Afto? avreXAom YLeXeictfres, t<r%a,Tta,i Se 
A (>va, veov (Zotrxovri, TErpapuevx etetpo? *i&t, . ' 

T ctptof v&vrthi&s fu/tvcuntero B~eior cluto? 

‘Hpwar xotXctv Je xet&ifyvB'evrer er A (fyu, 

'EAAewvrotroi' ixovro *. — 

When firft the pleafing Pleiades appear. 

And grafs-green meads pronounc’d the fummer 
near, 

Of chiefs a valiant band, the flower of Greece, 
Had plann’d the emprife of the golden fleece, 

In Argo lodg’d they fpread their fwelling fails. 
And foon pafs’d Hellefpont with fouthern gales, 

Fawkes. 

* The hiftory of the Pleiades, their connection with" the rite* 
of Samothrace, and their metamorphoiis into’ doves, have been 
already confidered. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 336. 
k Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 540. 

1 Theoc. Idyll, xiii. ver. 

Thefe 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


139 
* 

Thefe remarks on the mythological charac- 
ter of Jafon, as connected with Juno, will 
prepare the way for an examination of the 
wild fable of the Symplegades. 

Ol $* org mtoXioio <?$tva7rov lxono\ 

Tpvjx&w mriXcthcxiv gg^yfisvov cLfjt/porg^aB'gv, 

A iwjHf uTrevegS'ev ctvctxXv^ecrxev ixctglv 
N tiet, poos, zso)Xov Jk (poCa TS^orgpatrg none 9 
H os a-tyicrt $X7ros ctqcurcro/jcemv rsnpctm 
NaX s/jl£S Heir s&ctTXt, (Zotov £ aXifxvqess cLxraj 
Av\ ror\ £7reiQ ? o fjLgv aol'o tteXsicifa, xuqt ftsfiapTM 
EvtprifjLOf 'urpa^fjs €7rib^jLC€yctf m ol $ t W agayy 
Ti(pvo s A yvifrcto b'gX^fjuovcL rsoiyjcrctno 
Et(>€<riyiv, iv £7rgircL gx zssrpets gXcurgicLv y 
Kooflei a z3i<rvvoi. Taos £ currixa Xot<B-iov ctTXoov 
O lyo/otevas, etyxavet zcreg;yva,ju,\f/a,n£r, l$qvtq. 

Xw Jk crtyiv x vro c O cii^ctf 'nfleqvyemir 

'EvQriftdf ZJqgriKe neXeict^ctr roi $ cl/llol rsavrgs 
H glpCLV XS^XdS g(T0^00/JUgV0r v\ £g $1 CWTCOV 
E7TTCIT0 • Tdf CLjMJ&S ZSOiXlV CtVTlUf U^XvjXvi^iV 
A pt(pCO OfJLH jryVlXO-CLf £7rtXTV7TQV' OOQTQ Jk ttoTXlj 

'AA jULvj ct,V(&£(>cL<t > $'ei<rct, vetyos as* out $g rsenos 
Xf^e^ctXeov' ZtT convj Jk zsepi /xeyxs gZpgjxgv cu&t}()' 
KoiXctf (T7TV\Xvy(gS V7T0 0T7nXcC^CCS T^YlXSldS 
KX v£x<ryfs ctXos ev^ov gQofxZscv’ v^o&t cx&y'f 
Aevxfj xctyxXoi^pvTos ccvs7rrv6 xv /licit os cL%*>y]. 

N y/cl $ gTTGtr cl nepijr slXet poos' clxqcl ^ gxor^av 
O v^eiicL rsrg^cL rexjf yg zteXeicL^os' \ £ cL7ropx<rgv 
A trxijB'vis* . epercu /usy i&xov' £&Q&X B ^ clvtos 
T i(f)us gg£<r<reju,evctf xpeer gooes' oiyono yct(> cw&is 

VOL. JI. K Af- 
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h\)&X<X' Tk if sXciQVTOLS e%SV T Q0/JL0S, ofya, fJUV 

cwus 

TlAyiftftvqi? zuthivoptros etvspxoftsvvj xctTsvsixsv 

fLlfTCt) TSSJpCtCOV' TOTS £ CtlVOTCtTQV $so$ si As 
TIclytcl $' V7rs(> xsQctAris yap ctptvixotvos yey oAsQpos. 
H<fy £ SvB’Ct KCU SvB’Ct $lCt TSActTVS Sl^STO T30VT0S. 
Kou rpitriv ct7r^c(pctJct)f etvsfv ptsyct xv/xct zrctqot6sv, 

K VfjTOV, Ct,7TGT/Jt,Yiyi (TK07riV\ 1<T0V' 01 S' StTlSoYTSS 

Hftverctv Aofyicri xct^curiv' surctTo yag pet 
N yjof V7TS( o T3eKrv\g xctTS7retA/xsvov ctpt^ixctAinJ/Sey. 

A ?Act /buv eftS**! Ttipvf i)7r siqscny (ictpvB’xrctv 
Ayx^Acurcts 9 to Jf zioTAov v7ro tqottiv s^sxvAicB’vi. 
Ex S' currvjv tS^v/jlvviB’sv ctveipvcre tyiAo&i vvjct 
IT erqctcov' v\px Ss /xstux^ovivi tttpotfT* to . 

E t/ptiftof S’ covet zsetnets icov (ZocLcHrxev stcliqxs 
E ftGctAssiv XGQ7rv\criv cxrov c&svof. Oi S' ctActAriTco 
Ko7ttqv vSoop' ocro-ov S' ctv v7rsixctB‘s vvjvs spsrvpri, 
Ais Totrov a\p cL7rofX<reV S7rsyvctpt7TTovlo Ss xuncti, 
Htirf xct/bL7rvXct To^et, (Zict^o/btsvcov vipeocov. 

Ev&fv S currix S7reiTct xcLTf]ps(pss erovro xvftct . 

H S a/poo^ cos’s xvA ivSqos, S7rslpsx^ xv/xoth A etupep 
II^07r^oxetTctiySr\v xoiAvis ctAos' sv S' etpet ftsrcrctts 
TlAtjyctri Sivyst? six& fW S' sxcots^s 
X siofjtsvajf fyofteoV z}S7rsSrpro Ss vviict Sxpct. 

K ctf tot AS’yvctiv} sriGetpr}? ctns<nrcL<rs zsst 
XxcttVJ, SsfctTSff Ss SlCtfJt7TS^SS 60 (TS Qsqso’S’cu. 

'H S' JxsAfi zjrsposne /xsrtjopos &r<rvr' diqcp. 

E \Jt 7 TYjg S ct^Acts’oio '&ct(>s9’pt<rctv otxpet xocvpi&a, 
'NooAs/xss Sft7rAvj^ct(retf sveumotf' currctf) A&ijvfj 
OvAvft 7 rovS ctvofixersv, or curxvjd’sis v7rotAv^ctv. 

I IsTgecf S' sis svet Xfi°(* ov &ri%s£ov ctTAfjAviri 

Nco- 
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NaAf^ef tpp^a>9‘tv o <Jjf Key pte^npiev r\tv 
Ex M ttKctpuv, tvr av th ifav Slot, vrji zSfqewy 
O i & 7rx ox.pvcevro? averveov ctfrri QoGoio, 

H spot Tzta7rraLvovres optx, t3t\etyoi re S'stAowtnjf 
T^A’ aya7rs7rrafievsv' ya^ Qewctv e£ A'iJcto 
'S.unS'ccf m . 

When now the heroes through the vaft pro- 
found 

Reach the dire (Haights with rocks encompafs’d 
round. 

Though boiling gulphs the failing pine detain’d, 
Still on their way the labouring Grecians gain’d; 
When the loud juftling rocks increas’d their 
fears, 

The Ihores refounding thunder’d in their ears. 
High on the prow Euphemus took his ftand, 
And held the dove that trembled in his hand. 
The reft with Tiphys on their ftrength relied, 
To Ihun the rocks, arid ftem the roaring-tide. 
Soon, one (harp angle pafs’d, the joyful train 
Saw the cleft crags wide opening to the main. 
Euphemus loos’d the dove, the heroes flood 
Eredl to fee her fkim the foaming flood. 

She through the rocks a ready paflage found : 
The dire rocks meet, and give a dreadful founcjl. 
The fait fea fpray in clouds began to rife ; 

Old ocean thunder’d ; the cerulian ikies 
Rebellow’d loudly with the fearful din ; 

The caves below remurmur’d from within. 

m Apollon. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 551. 

k a O’er 
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O’er wave worn cliffs, the coaft’s high margin 
o’er. 

Boil’d the light foam, and whiten’d all the fhore. 
Round whirl’d the (hip ; the rocks, with rapid 
fway, 

Lopp’d from the dove her fleering tail away ; 
Yet ftill fecurely through the ftraights fhe flew : 
Loud joy infpir’d the circumfpedlive crew. 

But Tiphys urg’d the chiefs their oars to ply. 
For the rocks yawn’d tremendous to the eye. 
Then terror feiz’d them, when with l'udden 
fhock 

The refluent billows forc’d them on the rock : 
With chilling fears was every nerve unftrung. 
While o’er their heads impending ruin hung. 
Before, behind, they faw the fpacious deep; 
When inftant, lo ! a billow, vaft, and fleep. 

Still rifes higher, and ftill wider fpreads. 

And hangs, a watery mountain, o’er their heads. 
The heroes ftoop’d, expedting by its fall 
That mighty billow would o’erwhelm them all ; 
But Tiphys’ art reliev’d the labouring oars : 

On Argo’s keel th’ impetuous torrent pours. 
Which rais’d the fhip above the rocks fo high. 
She feem’d fublimely failing in the iky. 
Euphemus haftening urg’d the valiant crew 
Their courfe with all their vigour to purfue. 
Shouting they plied their oars, but plied in 
vain ; 

For the rough billows beat them back again. 

And 
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And as the heroes unremitting row, 

Their labouring oars were bent into a bow. 

" Swift down the mountainous billows Argo 
glides, 

Like a huge cylinder along the tides, 

Entangled with thick, craggy, rocks around, 
Her feams all burfting, and her planks unbound. 
In that nice moment, the Tritonian maid 
To (acred Argo lent the timely aid. 

Her left hand heav’d her from the craggy deep, 
Her right diifnifs’d her gently to the deep : 
Then, like an arrow from th* elaftic yew. 

Swift o’er the foaming waves the veflel flew. 

Yet had the clafhing rocks, with adverfe (way. 
Torn the tall poop’s embellifhments away. 
When thus the Greeks had fafely reach’d the 
main, 

. . . V* 

To heav’n Minerva wing’d her flight again. 

The parting rocks at once concurrent ftood. 
Fix’d on one firm foundation in the flood. 

This had been long determined by the fates. 

If mortal ever pafs’d thofe dang’rous ftraights. 
Now freed from fears, the Greeks with eager 
eyes 

View the broad ocean and ferener ikies : 

Their anxious doubts for Argo they difpel. 

And deem her refcued from the jaws of hell. 

Fawkes. 

Such is the defcription, which Apollonius 
Rhodius gives of the paflage of Jafon and 

k 3 his 
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his afTociates through the Symplegades. Thefe 
conflidling rocks are fuppofed to have been 
lituated at the entrance of the Euxine fea ; 
but this I conceive to be a mere local appro- 
priation, precifely refembling that, which 
fixes Styx and Acheron in Arcadia, in Arabia, 
in Egypt, in Epirus, in Italy, in Laconia, or 
in Mariandynia n . Hence I conje&ure, that, 
fince the Argonautic chieftain is the fame 
perfon as Ofiris, or the folar Noah, the paf- 
fage of his veffel between the Symplegades, 
in the legendary account of which the propi- 
tious dove makes fo confpicuous a figure, re- 
lates merely to the prefervation of the Ark 
amidfl the dreadful convulfions of an expir- 
ing world ; while the circumflance of the 
rocks remaining fixed for ever after leads us 
to remember the promife of God, that he 
would no more deftroy the world by the wa- 
ters of a deluge. I cannot think it probable, 
that the flood was only a ftill and tranquil 
increafe of the Ocean ; on the contrary, the 
whole procefs of that cataftrophe appears to 
have exhibited a moft terrific fcene of uproar 
and confufion. The atmofpherical air, forced 
by a fupernatural preflure into the cavity of 
the great abyfs, would compel it to difgorge 


* Vide fupra vol. i. p . 163, 264, 2J4. 
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its contents in violent cataracts ; which being 
driven to an immenfe height in the air, and 
thence falling back in torrents, would agitate 
the Ocean with a tempeft, of which we per- 
haps can fcarcely form an idea 0 . To this cir- 
cumflance the Hindoos feem to allude in 
their account of the third incarnation of 
Vilhnou, when the Soors and the Afloors 
churn the waters of the troubled fea with 
the huge mountain Mandar p . In fhort, hu- 
manly fpeaking, it feems neceffary , that fome 
fuch diforder fhould have taken place, in the 
midft of which the Ark was miraculoully 
preferved, while every attempt of the wicked 
inhabitants of the earth to fave themfelves 
was fruftrated, and their veffels either dallied 
to pieces, or overwhelmed by the violence of 
the ftorm. It is very remarkable, that, ac- 
cording to Caryltius of Pergamus, the Sym- 
plegades were termed, in the language of 
men, the Cyanean rocks , but, in the language 
of the gods, the gates of the oath V This fm- 


p See Catcott on the Deluge. Should the theory of Mr. 
Whifton be preferred, that a comet was the natural caufe of 
the flood, the effe6ts of the too near approach of fuch a body 
would be equally tremendous. 

P Maur. Hift of Hind. vol. i. p. 581. 

^ K .apvriQi; 0 Ut^yauntos (finer », Kvaviotf [xiv vwo a>$fw7rvv 9 vwq h 

$$u>* opKS TrvXas Schol. in Theoc. Idyll, xiii. ver. 22, 

Should the reader choofe rather to confider a proper name, 

K 4 and 
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gular mode of expreffion, fo perpetually ufed 
by Homer, can only refer t» the ordinary di- 
aled of Greece on the one hand, and to the 
ancient oriental language of the Myfteries on 
the other ; that language, which was ufed in 
the facred ifle of Samothrace, and which en- 
ters into the compofition of moft of the old 
mythological appellations. -The -oath there- 
fore, here connected with the Symplegades, 
fnuft relate, like that by the waters of Styx, 
to the oath of God after the cataftrophe of 
the deluge. 

With regard to the cave of Chiron, in 
which Jafon was concealed during his boy- 
hood, it was, as I have juft obferved, nearly 
allied to that of the Cabiriati Ceres of the Phi- 
galenfians, and to that of Zerinthus in the 
ifle of Samothrace: it was, in fhort, the lym- 
bol conftantly ufed in the Myfteries to de- 
fcribe the infernal regions, or in other words 
the vaft central abyfs. Hence we find, that 
rocky cavities were efteemed peculiarly facred 


and thence conclude that the title of the Symplegades, in the 
language of the gods, was the gates of Orcus, or the infernal re - 
gions ; the expreffion would be even more applicable to the 
events of the deluge. For, as I have already obferved, the myf- 
tic Hades was. nothing more than the central abyfs ; whence 
the apertures, through which the waters rufhed, might even 
with literal propriety be ftyled the gates of Orcus . 

' b y 
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by the ancient idolaters, and that they were 
conftantly ufed in the celebration of their 
moft fecret rites r . The fame idea prevailed 
among the Druidical priefts of Britain ; and 
was alfo the caufe of thofe imroenfe artificial 
excavations, which abound in Perfia and Hin- 
doftan. In places of fuch a nature the he- 
lio-arkite gods were worfhipped under the 
titles of Dii Patro'i, and Dii Petrh ; appella- 
tions equally borne by the Penates or Cabiri 3 , 
and by Neptune, Jupiter, Apollo, Diana, 
Vefta, Aglibaal, and Melechbaal Neptune 
was fuppofed to have been fo called from 
his having produced out of a rock the horfe 
Scyphius u ; and Mithras, or Apollo, was him- 
felf believed to have iflued from a rock x . 

Such was the cave of Chiron : as for the 
centaur himfelf, he was the fon of the Hip- 
pian Saturn by Phillyra one of the daughters 

r Porph. de Antro Nymph, paflim. Upon this fubjeft more 
will be faid hereafter. Vide infra chap. x. 

s Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 67. 

* See Bryant’s Anal. vol. i. p. 295. Mr. Bryant thinks, 
that the title Patroiis, or Petrous , is a corruption of Petah-Phe- 
rah, a friejl of the Sun ; but I am rather inclined to derive it, 
like the dance Betarmns, from Patar. Vide fupra p. 109. From 
the facred Patarae, rocks in general were at length denominated 
Petra. 

u Schol. in Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 24 6 . 

* Juft. Martyr. Dial, cum Trypb. p. 2 96. 

of 
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of Oceanus r ; and he is faid to have efpoufed 
Chariclo the daughter of Apollo, or, accord- 
ing to fome, of Perfes, or of the Ocean. The 
offspring of this marriage was Caryftus. He- 
fiod however fuppofes, that the confort of 
Chiron was a Naiad z . 

We have here another of thofe fabulous 
genealogies fo common in ancient mythology. 
Chiron is the folar Noah, and accordingly his 
defeent, and his nuptial connection, compre- 
hend both the Sun, and the Ocean. His fi- 
gure, compounded of a horfe and a man, is 
fymbolical of the great Hippian patriarch ; 
and his name, like that of' the ferryman of 
hell, is Car-On, the folar orb. He is repre- 
fented by the Orphic poet, as hofpitably en- 
tertaining the Argonauts, in the courfe of 
their expedition to Colchi a ; and he is feigned 
moreover to have conftruCted a fphere for 
their ufe. In the celeftial globe he is placed 
near the Argo ; and is deferibed as bearing 
upon the point of his lance fome kind of ani- 
mal to an altar, the fmoke of which afeends 


y Tor h Xsipvta, <D»XXi-£*e, ftia? rut flxeati^ut, Kgottt yttea- 
\oyvait. Schol. in Pind. Pyth. iii. ver. t. 

* H & yvtr„ Svyaryp At roAAwvoj, 17, w? twe{, ITf^trot; v 

flxBatov, ti ; t ) 5 xai Xtiputo;, Kagvros. O *Hcr»o^of Nai’&t $1 \7\ rot 

Xupuia yvfxet 1. Schol. in Pind, Pyth, iv. ver. 181. 

* Orph. Argon, ver. 375. 

to- 
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towards a triangle. Near the Ihip is a doVe, 
and at a fmall diftance from it a raven, 
perched upon the back of a fea ferpent. In 
this latl group is depicted a cup, proper for 
facrificial libations. Of thefe feveral catafte- 
rifms the fcriptural hiftory of the deluge af- 
fords the moll fatisfadlory explanation. 

“ And he fent forth a raven ; alfo he 

“ fent forth a dove from him. And Noah 

“ went forth — out of the Ark. And Noah 
“ builded an altar unto the Lord (Jehovah 
“ the tri-une Elohim) ; and took of every 
“ clean beafl, — and offered burnt offerings 
“ on the altar V' 

The firft centaur is fometimes faid, like 
Phrixus, to have fprung from Nephele, or a 
cloud c ; a fidtion, which llrongly reminds us 
of the fecond birth of the patriarch, his de- 
fcent from the Ark, furrounded as it had 
been during the prevalence of the flood with 
fogs and mills : and, as for the term Centaur 
itfelf, it appears to be compounded of Chen- 
Tor, the tauric prieji, a title, according to the 
prevailing ideas of paganifm, peculiarly appli- 
cable to Noah. 

I have hitherto confidered the Argonautic 
hero as the fcriptural Noah ; but his charac- 

b Gen. viii. c Hyg. Fab. 6 2 , 

ter 
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ter fhall now be taken in a different point of 
view, and his identity with the great folar 
god of the Perfians, and other eaftem nations, 
pointed out. 

Jafon, as I have before obferved, is not 
merely the patriarch without any further al- 
lufion, but the patriarch worshipped con- 
jointly with As-On, or the Sun. Hence, as 
we have already feen, his high places in the 
oriental world were termed Jafonia, or Afo- 
nia ; and himfelf, ’Jafon , or AJ'on. This folar 
title Afon was frequently contracted into Son 
or Zon, precifely in the fame manner as ‘Tal 
is the abbreviated form of Altai ; and it was 
indifferently written A zon and Azan , Zon 
and Zan. From it the Greeks derived their 
name Zan , an appellative of Jupiter confi- 
dered as the Sun; and to it may be evident- 
ly traced the Englifh word Sun. Pfellus in- 
deed, in the true Spirit of a Greek, refblves 
thefe facred titles into his own language, 
though profeffedly treating of the theology of 
the Chaldeans ; and has consequently in- 
volved them in the flrangeft confufion ima- 
ginable : but I apprehend* that the whole of 
this dark theology, when thoroughly exa- 
mined, will be found to confift of nothing 
more than the arkite worfhip united with 
the wild reveries of the Sabian aftronomy. 

The 
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The Chaldeans fir ft enumerate feven 
worlds ; a number peculiarly dear to the an- 
cient mythologifts, becaufe it happens to be 
at once that of the planets,' and of the Cabiri, 
Of in other words of the diluvian family ex- 
clufive of Noah ; who, being the head of the 
Cabiri, as the Sun is of the planets, was 
thence adored in conjunftion with the Sun d . 
Next they notice a holy perfonage, the be- 
ginning of all things ; and after him three 
others, each of whom, with a whimfical and 
abfurd refinement, is triplicated into another 
triad. Thefe are the patriarch, and his three 
fons, who conftitute the grand trinity of the 
Gentiles*, and of w 7 hom fome traces may be 
difcovered throughout the whole world. Ac- 
cordingly we find them clofely connected 
with the Noete Iunx, as it is termed by Pfel- 
lus ; or the Noetic dove, as I cannot refrain 
from interpreting the words, for Iunx feems 

d In perfe6l conformity with the principles of the Chaldean 
theology, the vaft tower of Babylon, which was dedicated to 
Belus or the folar Noah, confided, as we are informed by He- 
rodotus, of eight towers gradually diminishing in area, placed 
one upon the other. Herod, lib. i. cap. 18 1. 

e Mr. Maurice has given a very different interpretation of 
thefe Oracles :* the reafon, why I cannot affent to it, has been 
already ftated. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 313. note f. 

to 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



A DISSERTATION 


14a 

to be a mere corruption of luneh f . This 
Iutix is defcribed as a bird of love, and is laid 
to have been ufed by magicians in the prepa- 
ration of philtres. It was no lefs lacred to 
Venus, than her favourite dove ; and, ac- 
cording to Pindar, it conftituted the valuable 
prefent of that goddefs to Jafon, for the pur- 
pofe of Healing the affections of Medea. 

TTorvia J'’ opirrotrav /3fAf av, 

YIomiXav I'jyycL, re- 

TQCUtVClflOV OvXvfMToS'eV, 

Ev *\vrw £tv%a/ra xvkXu, 

M cuvet,}’ omv K wr^oyeveia, Qe/>ev 
II ijarrov <tv&ponrouri’ Xitcls t tyrdoi- 
JW ex&acurxyire v trotyov A urmi'uv' 

■ Ofyct, roxsuv tilpeAoi- 

t cu$u, zsoB’uvc % £ E Tjsxni cum tv 
Ev Qpan xctio/nsvxv 
Aoveoi ftcuriyi Tle&xc S. 

The wily queen of love 
Sent from Olympus her Noetic h Iunx, 

f Some reafons will be given for this tranflation of Noete in 
the courfe of a few pages. 

8 Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 380. 

h So I tranflate, and' I think properly, fxauxF O pur, which is 
exa&ly equivalent to No»»t** IEy|. The epithet peurat , here be- 
llowed upon the Iunx, is the very fame as that by which Atys, 

or 
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Which, fix’d upon the forcerer’s wheel, 

With maddening paffion fires the human bread. 
By the dread potency of this dire bird, 

Was fair Medea taught 
To flight her parents, country, virgin honour ; 
And with Efonides to feek. the realms 
Of difiant Hellas. 

The ancient fcholiaft upon Pindar informs 
us, that Iunx was the daughter either of Echo, 
or of Pitho ; and that, by her incantations, 
(he excited in Jupiter a paffion for Io, who 
was afterwards changed by Juno into a heifer. 
Iunx herfelf, by way of puniffiment for the 
mifchief which (he had occafioned, was meta- 
morphofed into tire bird of that name ‘. It 
is obfervable, that, in this tradition, the Iunx 
is immediately connected with the hiftory of 
the deluge ; for the heifer Io, or Ids, as we 
have already feen, is no other than the tau- 
riform lunar Ark of Noah. Accordingly we 


or Noah, is defignated ; and I have already observed, that, as 
the lunar Ark was termed Mena , fo Menas , Menu, or M'tnyas , 
were only variations of the fcri.ptural name of the patriarch. 
From the frantic dances of the Menades, the Greeks feem to 
have derived their word ixaipoyiat, to be mad . 

1 I Cyi «»&>$ ogxtf voSip & n I $ vp oi [xtt (feta p H%8;, 

o» & yeyepvyrBxi Svyartpa, rm? top Atx ii; top 

tr H aroSop xara x>oho* «; ofttip Schol. in PindL 

Nem, iv. ver. 56. 

.find. 
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find, that one of the titles of the arkite god 
Bacchus was lungias , an appellation evi- 
dently derived from the bird Iunx k ; and 
that Serapis or Ofiris, the Bacchus of Egypt, 
was fometimes reprefented with eight of thefe 
myftic lunges depicted upon his bofom *. 

After the Node Iunx, Pfellus mentions 
the three governors of the empyreum, the 
ether, and the material world j and, next to 
them, the princes of the Myfteries. He then 
proceeds to notice the fathers of fountains ; 
with whom he joins Hecate, the great god- 1 
dels of the Zerinthian cave in Samothrace. 
Thefe Peg^an fathers conftitute- alfo a fort of 
triad, known by the names of Faith , Truth , 
and Love. Apollo, Ofiris, and Mercury, ap- 
pear to be of their number, if we may argue 
from the very obfcure title of Pegttan extre- 
mities bellowed upon them by Pfellus. As for 
the Sun, the Chaldeans gave it the epithet of 

k lvyytys, o A lovvcrof. Helych. 

1 Kircher has given a curious print of the deity thus adorned. 
Oedip. iEgypt. vol. iii. p. 479. The Egyptians fancied, that 
the Iunx was an emblem of the divine wifdom and love ; (Ibid.) 
and it is fomewhat remarkable, that the third perfon of the 
blefled Trinity fhould have chofen to manifeft himfelf under the 
fame appearance of a dove. With regard to the eight Iunge9, 
attached to Serapis, or Noah, I apprehend, that that precife 
number was pitched upon, in allufion to the arkite ogdoad. 

Archicus ; 


* 
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Archicus; and fuppofed, that certain Archa 
fucceeded next in order to the fountains.. 
Along with them, they worshipped gods, who 
were denominated Zoni and Azoni, from their 
influence, as Pfellus thinks, over the zones of 
the globe. But the names of Chaldaic dei- 
ties certainly cannot originate from Greek 
roots ; their fignification muff be fought for 
in the oriental, not in the weftern languages. 
Azon and Zon then, as I have obferved, are 
titles of the Sun ; and accordingly Pfellus in- 
forms vis, that the Azonic gods were Serapis, 
Bacchus, and, what is perfectly unintelligible 
if the word be Greek, the chain of Ofiris and 
Apollo. The radical Sir, Sar, Cir, Cur, or 
Cor, as it was varioully pronounced, fignifies 
in the eaflern dialeCts, the bright orb of the 
Sun ; and, at the fame time, the Greek term 
Sira happens to mean a chain : hence it is 
evident, that what Pfellus denominates the 
chain of Ofiris and Apollo, is, in reality, the Sir, 
or orb, of thofe kindred deities. Both Sera- 
pis however and Bacchus, Ofiris and Apollo, 
as we have repeatedly feen, are the Sun wor- 
lhipped in conjunction with the patriarch 
Noah ; and this univerfal great god of. the 
Gentiles, as I have juft flated, was termed 
Azon, or the fiery folar circle , and was adored 
throughout the Eaft, in high places called 
vol. 11. L Aionia . 
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Azonia. He was, in fhort, the JaJon of the 
Greeks, the fabulous hero of the fabulous 
Argonautic expedition ; and thus at length, 
following another train of reaioning, we a 
fecond time come to the conclufion, that 
Jalon and Ofiris were the fame mythological 
character m . Hecate alfb, according to Pfellus, 
was efteemed one of the Azoni , and that 
with good reafon ; for fhe was the lame as 
the Egyptian Ifis, or the Ark worjhipped along 
•with the Moon, as the god of the Ark, the 
Noah of fcripture, was with the Sun What 
Servius fays upon this fubje£t is exactly to the 
fame purpofe : he represents the Mother of 
the gods, the Sun, the Moon, Pluto, and 
Mars, as being thofe myfterious deities, who 
were termed Azoni 0 . In a fimilar man- 
ner, Proclus declares, that the facred names 
of the gods, among the Aflyrians, were Zoni 
and Azoni*. 

I have ventured, in the preceding remarks 
upon the commentary of Pfellus, to fiippofe 
Noeti Iunx equivalent to the Noetic dove , 
inftead of translating it, the intellectual Iunx, 


m Vide fupra p. 1-24, 
n Pfclli Schol. in Otac. Chald. p. 112. 

0 Serv. in .flSneid. lib. xii. p, 672. - 
p Proc. Prooem. Parmen. 

being 
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being utterly unable to difcover what mean- 
ing can be annexed to the latter explication. 
It will be proper for me now to offer fome 
obfervations on the Nus q , fo highly celebrated 
both in the Myfteries and in the philofbphy 
of the Platonifts, in order that the propriety 
of fuch an expofition of Noete Iunx may^be 
more clearly perceived. 

I ftrongly fufpeCt, that this Nus, who, like 
the Perfian Mithras, was fuppofed to have 
triplicated himfelf, has not the flighteft con- 
nection with the fimilar Greek word which 
fignifies Mind or Intelligence , but that he was 
limply the great patriarch ; the original feripr 
tural apellation Nub being varioufly corrupted 
into Noah, Noas, Nus, Nucb , Meruih , Menes, 
Manes, or Minos: and I further conjecture, 
that the Platonic trinity, from which fome 
have perverfely fuppofed that the' early far 
there borrowed the myllerious dogma which 
is the very corner-ftone of Chriflianity, how- 
ever varied and refined upon by the philofb- 
phizing Greeks, was originally compofed of 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet. Proclus plainly 
declares, that Plato borrowed the whole of his 
theology from Orpheus ; and Amelius does 
not fcruple to afifert, that the three kings of 


^ Gr. Ntf*. 

L 2, Plato 
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Plata were the fame as the P banes, XJranut, 
and Cronus, of the Orphic writings r . Hence 
it is evident, that whatever Phanes, Uranus, 
and Cronus, relate to, the Platonic trinity 
muft relate to the very fame ; and confe- 
quently, from the obfervations which have 
already been made upon the mythological 
character of thofe deities % it will necefTarily 
follow, that the Platonic trinity relates en- 
tirely to the folar Noah and his triple off- 
fpring. Accordingly Plotinus, following the 
ftream of an ancient tradition, the import of 
which he did not underftand, denominates 
the three moft ancient deities archie (or ark- 
ite ) perfons *. 

In the Chaldaic oracles Nus has the epithet 
Patricus affigned to him u , which is a term 
of precifely the fame import as Patrous , one 
of the titles of the Cabiric deities. They 
are both equally derived from Patar, to dif- 
tnijs, or, to let out x ; and they- both equally al- 
lude to the egrefs of the Noachidae from the 
Ark. 

As Nus is by the Oracles flyled Patricus, fo 

/ , . _ ‘ ‘ 

T Cudworth's In tell. Syft. p. 547. 

8 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 68, 194. 

1 Cudworth’s Intell. Syfl. p. 546. 
u Chal. Orac. p. io6„ 

* Vide fupra p. 109. 

- that 
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that ancient perfonage, who was fuppoled to 
have triplicated himfelf y , is denominated by 
Pfellus Patricus By thus, or the Pataric Abyfs?. 
Here the patriarch is confounded with the 
diluvian Chaos, which Epiphanius informs us 
was nothing more than the great deep*; a cir- 
cumftance by ho means unprecedented in the 
mythology of the pagans, for we find, that 
Ovid reprefents Janus, or Noah, as bellowing 
upon himfelf the very fame appellation. 

Me Chaos antiqui, nam res fum prilca, vocaban't'*. 

Thefe remarks upon the word Patricus, or 
Pataricus, as applied to Nus, will lead us to 
the meaning of a very curious, but difficult 
paflage in the Chaldaic Oracles ; in which, 
among other matters, a (lone, fuppofed to 
poflefs the power of defeating the machina- 
tions of a terreftial demon, is celebrated under 
the name of Mnizur. 

Ov yct{> eurro 7ra,TpiKtir ctqxtic areAer rt r pox&Qi* 
AAA’ owe surdenerAi, Ketvyr 7rctTpix.os vue om» 

t%s\9y. 

y Vide fupra p. 141, 

z Pfell. Schol. in Orac. Chal. p. 113. It is not improteble, 
that the Pitris of Hindoftan, who are deferibed as the progeni- 
tors of mankind, may have derived their name from the fame 
root as the Cabiric Patrol, Patrici, or Patari, 
a Epiph. adv. Haer. vol. i. p. 164, 
b Ovid. Fall. lib. i. ver. 103. 

13 H WX* 
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Hyota S’ tfropM* Set i / mm, T^toyttov 

0we M&ov M eretuSsov 

At tiryyef vUfJtsvcu, 7 retrpoBfy yosurc xeu atvrcu 

BsA&w ct/pS'eyxTcov xivapevctt ace vot\<rcu c . 

In conformity with the preceding ohfttva- 
tions upon the terms Nus, and Patriots, I 
tranflate this paflage in the followirg man- 
ner. 

Now from the Pataric Ark the tribes of beafts. 

Reptiles, and birds, each perfect in its kind, 

c Orac. Chal. p. 106. et deinceps. The literal tranflation of 
this paflage is as follows : 

i( Nothing imperfect iflues from the Area Patrica $ nothing 
“ however waits till Nus Patricus hath come forth from it. When 
ic thou (halt fee the earthly demon coming, facrifice the ftone 
* Mnizuris, invocating. The intelligent lunges deceive their 
“ intelligence from the father,” (or, as I venture to tranflate it, 
the Noetic dove i (Tues forth from Nus Patricus) t€ and moving 
“ themfelves, underfiand” (or bring to Nus) “ mute counfel.’" 

Thus the paflage Hands in that tranfeript of the Oracles, to 
which the commentary of Pfellus is annexed j hut in the copy, 
which Pletho has ufed, there is fome variation, yet not fueh as 
to affedt the fenfe. As for inftance, the creatures are reprefented 
as not awaiting the will of the arkite goddefs, but impetuoufly 
milling forth ; while Patricus Nus is faid to have iflued from 
Lethd, or death-like oblivion. This latter part of the fentence 
©bvj^ufly relates to the allegorical death, and revivification of 
the patriarch. 

Ov ya.% avo vrctTgw; ti Tpo^af#** 

AXX* e* etcrhx.tr ot » xtursjf to S*X«r, irarpxos ttif 

Mtxfts *» x>jSn« Orac Magic, p. 17. 

Impatient 
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Impatient iflued j nor would any wait. 

Till their dread lord, thePataric Nus, came forth. 
But, when, the evil demon thou (halt fee. 
Terrific riling from the earth’s dark entrails, 
'Then facrifice the Mnizur, potent ftone, 

And invocate the Lord. Now had the dove d . 
Sent forth by Nus, its anfwer faithful brought. 
Though mute, yet fure in its intelligence. 

The word Mnizur is a contraction of Me- 
nah-Tzur % the Jione of the Ark , and it ap- 
parently alludes to the altar built by Noah 
after the flood ; while the earthly demon of 
the Chaldeans, like the Hindoo Hayagriva f 
and the Egyptian Typhon, feems to be a per- 
fonification of the waters of the deluge, which 
principally iflued from the great central 
abyis. 

Should the reader be inclined to quefldon 
the propriety of thefe remarks upon the 
Chaldaic Oracles, let me recall his attention 
to a paflage already cited from thole very ora- 
cles, in which the tranllation of barbarous 


4 The oracles fpeak of lunges, or doves, in the plural, 
much in the fame manner as Hyginus makes the Aflyrian 
Venus to be attended by two of thofe birds, inftead of one. 

e iw-rmo. The Chaldean Mnizur feems to be the fame aff 
the rock Agdus, facred to the Phrygian mother of the gods. 
Vide fupra vol. i. p. 364. note d. 
f Afiatk Ref. vol. i. p. 233. 

l 4 names 
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names into another language is ftridly pro- 
hibited. 

Ovofiaret jS ctpGctga fit\ 7ror olXXcL^; ?. 

Relying upon the authority of this injunc- 
tion, I have thought myfelf juftified in con- 
cluding, that, when the Oracles were tranflat- 
ed into Greek, the proper names were care- 
fully retained, and expreffed in thofe Greek 
characters, which approximated molt nearly 
in found to the original Chaldean letters. 
Some of thefe words, thus exprefled, happened 
unfortunately to coincide with .Hellenic ap- 
pellations, and hence had a meaning annexed 
to them totally foreign to their real import ; 
while others, being utterly irreconcileable to 
the dialed of Greece, were merely explained, 
and then left uneorrupted. Thus Nuh-Pa- 
tur.*, the liberated Noah, was written, upon 
the tranllation of the Oracles, Nus-Patricus, 

* Orac. Chald. p. 70. 

h Patara, a town in Lycia, where there was a celebrated ora- 
cle of Apollo, feems to have derived its name from the fame 
root Patar. (Herod, lib. i. cap. 18 a.) The god himfelf was 
fometimes denominated Patarens , (Hor. Od. lib. iii. od. iv. ver. 
64.) which is a word precifely equivalent to his other title 
Tbyrcus. (Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 9.) Both thefe terms 
equally allude to the cir^imftance of Noah's having come fort^ 
fromjthe door of the Ark. ' 

v . which 
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which accidentally fignifies in Greek the pa- 
ternal mind ; Arca-Putarah, the liberating Ark, 
was exprefled Archa-Patrica, the paternal be- 
ginning ; and Nuachah- Iuneh, the Noetic 
dove, Noete-Iunx, the intelligent Iunx. In a 
limilar manner Seir, the Sun, became Seira, a 
chain ; and As-On, the folar orb, Azonus, a 
deity without a belt. On the other hand, 
Mnah-Tzur, the Jlone of the Ark, not coincid- 
ing with, any Greek word, was exprefled 
Mnizur j and, to render fuch a term intelligi- 
ble, lithos, a Jlone, was added to it by way of 
explanation. 

I fhall now return to the confideration of 
the title As-On, Azon, or Jafon. 

It was the cuftom of the eaflem nations, 
to confer upon their princes, and other great 
men, the names of their idols. Of this we 
have many examples, both in Holy Scripture, 
and in profane authors. Thus Belfhazzar is 
•compounded of Bel-Afh-Azar Ezar-Haddon 
of Azaf-Haddon k ; and Sardanapalus, of Sar- 
Adon-Aph-Al. In the fame manner we find, 
that the facred title Azon was frequently be- 
llowed upon the mighty men of the Eafl. 


1 Azar is the fame as Azon in' point of lignification, being 
3 compound of As-Aur, the Jury Suq. 

. * TU lord Sun . 


Thus 
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Thus Herodotus, in his catalogue of the 
forces of Xerxes, mentions Azan the for* of 
Art&us 1 ; and thus Pliny aflerts, that the pre- 
ceptor of Zoroafter, who was fuppofed-to be 
the author of the Chaldaic or Magic Oracles, 
was intitled Azonac ra . This ancient pcrfon- 
age is moft probably the patriarch Noah, re- 
vered under the appellation of Azon-Ac, or 
the folar deity of the Ocean ; while his pupil 
Zoroafter feems to be Ham", who is gene- 

1 Herod, lib. vii. cap. 66. 

** Hermippus, qui de tota ea arte (Magica) diligentiffimS 
fcripfit, et vicies centum millia verfuum a Zoroaftre condita, 
indicibus quoque voluminum ejus pofitis explanavit, praecep- 
torem, a quo inilitutum diceret, tradidit Azonacem. Plin. 
Nat. Hift. lib. xxx. c. i. 

* Such at lead is the opinion of Pfeudo-Berofus. Primus 
tamen omnium (Noa) invenit vites atque plantavit, et vinum 
Conficere docuit, cuju* vim inexpertus et vaporem, ebriu6 effec- 
tual minus pudice in terram cecidit. Erat illi,ut dixiraus, fili- 
us ex tribus primis adolefcentior Chem, qui temper magicae et 
veneficae ftudens, Zordaft nomen confequutus eft. Is patrem 
Noam odb habebat, quia alios ultimo genitos ardentius ama- 
bat, fe vero defpici videhat. Potiflime vero idem infenfus erat 
patri ob vitia. Itaque na£tus opportunitatem, cum 'Noa pater 
madidue jaceret, illius virilia comprehendens, taciteque fubmur- 
murans, carmine magico patri illufit, fimul et ilium fterilem 
perinde atque caftratum effecit, neque deinceps Noa fbemellam 
aliquam fcecundare potuit. Berof. Ant. lib. ii. fol. 25. The 
Zoroafter , whom Dr. Prideaux fuppofes to have been a Jew, or 
at lead a fervant of one of the Jewifh prophets, feems to have 
been a totally different character from the moft ancient Zo- 
roafter . 

rally 
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rally reputed to have been the inventor of 
magic 0 . 

If we next extend our inquiries into Greece, 
we fhall find, that one of the three ions of 
Areas, the father of the Arcadians, whole 
biftory has been already confidered p , bore the 
name of Azan. In honour of him, funeral 
games were annually celebrated q , at which 
Apis, the fon of Jafon, is faid once to have 
been prefent r . 'this circumflance affords an 
additional proof of what has been advanced 
refpe&ing Apis. Apis is the arkite bull of 
Egypt i and therefore, in reference to the 
union of the two fuperftitions, he was reckon- 
ed the offspring of Jafon, or the Sun. He 
was fbmetimes alfo efteemed the fbn of Pho- 
roneus, or Ph’Aron-Nus, the arkite Noah; 
and yet, while we are affured by Apollodorus, 
that he was worfhipped by the Egyptians 


• Mr. Bryant fuppofes Zoroafter to be nothing more than 
the facred bull of Ofiris, which was reprefented with a ftar be* 
tween his horns, and accordingly derives liis name from S^r- 
After, tie bull-Jiar ; but, with all deference to his authority, t 
conceive this to be a miftake, for in fa6t the name of the Per- 
fian prophet is not Zoroafter , as he was callfd by the Greeks, 
but Zeradujbt.- 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. 20a, 2^4. 

q Pauf. Arcad. p. 605. 

r Pauf. i. Eliac. p. 376. 

under 
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under the name of Serapis we are informed 
by Paufanius, that he came from the city 
Pallantium *, the name of which town, as 
Well as that of Pallas, I have already difcuff- 
ed, when treating of the hiftory of Dardanus. 
From Azan a part of Arcadia was called 
Azania u ; and the Myfteries of the Idei Dac- 
tyli, or Cabiri, feem to have been celebrated 
there, in the lame frantic manner, as they 
were in other countries V 

The' title of the folar deity Azon occurs 
alfo in feveral different parts of the world, no 
left than in Perfia, and in the diftridl of Ar- 
cadia, which has been laft noticed. A trad 
of land, which lay weft ward of Ethiopia, was 
called Azania 7 ; and the fea, which flows be- 
tween that country and India, was ancient- 
ly diftinguifhed by. the epithet Azanian r . 
Part of the Athenian tribe of Hippothoon, 
who was the reputed fon of Neptune, was 
likewife denominated Azenia ; and clofcly 
connected with it were the Erchians, or Ar- 


* Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. I. 

* fauf. i. Eliac. p. 37 6. 

* Pauf. A read. p. 605. 

* Veqit et Idaeis ululatibns aemulus Azan. 

Statii Thebaid. lib. iv. ver. 293. 
y Ptol. Geog. lib. 4. cap. 8. 

* Pliri. Nat. Hift. lib. vi. cap. 24. 

chians. 
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chians a . We find alfo a river Afims near 
Taurpmenium in Sicily b ; and a city called 
Ajirti, and a diftridl named from it AJineum t 
in Peloponnefus c . There was moreover in 
Phrygia a city denominated Azani, which 
was fuppofed to have derived its name from 
Azan, the ton of Tantalus d . This Tantalus 
was the offspring of Jupiter by the nymph 
Pluto, and was feigned to have revealed the 
fecrets of the gods ; for which crime he was 
placed in the infernal regions up to his neck 
in water, but was unable to plunge himfelf 
beneath the furface e . Tantalus was the fa- 
ther of Pelops and Niobe f , by Dione one of 
the Titanides E ; but according to Clemens 
Alexandrinus h , and Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus', 
Niobe was the daughter of Phoroneus, and 

a Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 40. — Suid. Lex. Vox Afrmvs— 
Helych. Lex. Vox 'imo&ovrttto*. 

h Boch. Can* p. 525. 

c £omp. Mel. de (itu orbis, lib. ii, cap. 3. 

* Steph. Byzan. de Urb; p. 40. 

* Hyg. Fab. 82. # 

f Ibid. Fab. p/ 

* Orph. ap. Proc. in Tim. lib. v. p. 295. 

h K at tot 1 vrpcayatyeip j2uto$st$ aunts Trtpt tup ctp^ouup ft$ \oyx$ 
T up TYih T9) tjoXh, ra ap%atolara XeyttP Tffspt Qoguttus t* ra 

irpvnt \tx§iPTos, xat Nio&jj, xa\ ra ptr * to* x«t axhvrixov. $tronv. 
lib. i. p. 380. 

* <t>ogvn ug yot% N »of» ymrat, Ant. Kom. lib. i* 

flou- 
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flourifhed immediately after the deluge* She 
was fuppofed to have been changed into a 
{lone, which perpetually flowed with water k . 
The uncertainty of the preceding genealogy 
is by no means an unufual cafe in ancient 
mythology, and it decidedly ferves to lhcw 
the near relationfhip of Tantalus to Phoro- 
neus. They were in faCl one and the fame 
perfon ; for, fince the fabulous infernal re- 
gions relate only to the helio-arkite Myfle- 
ries, I am much inclined to think that Tan- 
talus in the midfl of the waters is Tan-Talus, 
the folar jijh-god : hence therefore he is 
feigned to be the father of Pelops, or P’El- 
Op, the fer pent deity. As for Niob&, placed 
as {he' is immediately after the deluge, I am 
perfuaded, that her metamorphofis is near 
akin to the {lone Mnizur, and the hiflory of 
Pyrrha and Deucalion. 

I {hall now proceed topffer a few obforva- 
tions upon Zon or Zan, the contracted form 
of Azon. 

The, Telchines are faid by Strabo to have 
been the firft workers in iron, 1 * and to have 
made a fickle for Saturn, with which he mu- 
tilated his father Celus 1 . He was after wank 

k Hyg. Fab. 9. 

1 Strab. Geog. lib, xiv. p, 654, 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed to have hid the fickle at Meflen£ in 
Sicily ; in confequence of which the place was 
formerly called Z ancle, the name it feems of 
a fickle in the old Sicanian language. This 
fable arofe, like foveral others which I have 
mentioned, .from a mifconception, and confe- 
quent perverfion, of an oriental appellation. 
The whole illand of Sicily was filled with 
Phenician or Carthagian colonies ; whence it 
is not unreafonable to conclude, that Zancl i 
is a Phenician word. It appears to be com- 
pounded of Zan-Col-Ai, the land of the belio- 
arkite deity m ; and accordingly we find, that 
all recollection of its original import was not 
entirely loft, notwithftanding the abfurd legend 
of the fickle. Stephanus of Byzantium men- 
tions, that fome derived the name from a cer- 
tain gegenes, or earth-born prince , called Zan- 
clus , and others from the fountain Z ancle “. 
The title of gegenis, it is well known, was 
conftantly applied to the whole Titanic, or 
diluvian race ; and the reafon feems to have 
been, becaufe the records of the Gentiles pre- 
ferred no authentic genealogies of their hero- 
gods beyond the time of the flood. Hence 

** In a fimilar manner MefTene is Ma-Sen-Ai, the land of lb* 
. great Sun . 

* Zayxhi), SixtXi*;* pt¥ utto Z ayxhu 7w ytytutif, v av o 

Zaynbni' Steph, Byza n, do Urb. p. 3J0. 

the 
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the Titans were fometimes efteemed the chil- 
dren of the earth ; and hence Saturn him- 
felf was fuppofed to be the offspring of Ce- 
lus and Terra. Some further light is thrown 
upon the fabulous hiflory of Zancle by Dio- 
dorus Siculus. According to this writer, 
Zanclus was an ancient king of Sicily, who 
gave his name to the town of Zancle. He 
was contemporary with Orion, the Nimrod 
of Scripture, in whofe days the union be- 
tween the two great fuperftitions appears to 
have been affected, and concerning whom we 
have already met with fome traditions both 
in Crete and in Beotia ; fuch as his being 
able to walk upon the fea, and his purfuing 
with unwearied ardour the feven Pleiades 
through the whole of the Theban territory. 
Not that he was ever really in thofe countries, 
any more than in Sicily ; but wherever fome 
remembrance of him was preferved, there he 
was erroneoully fuppdfed to have actually flou- 
rifhed. Thus, in the prefenti cafe, he was 
feigned to have conflruCted the harbour of 
ACte with immenfe piers projecting into the 
fea, out of his regard for king Zanclus. He 
was fuppofed alfo to have built another mole 
at cape Pelorus, and upon it a temple of 
Neptune, which was highly venerated by the 
inhabitants. At length he retired into Eubea, 

the 
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the country of the Abantes and the Cabiri, 
from whence he was tranflated into heaven".' 

At a fmall diftance fouth of Zancle lay 
mount Taurus, and at its foot the city Tau- 
romenium 0 . It was once called Naxus p , and 
•was built upon a river, which Appian deno- 
minates Onpbala. Here we find a temple of 
Venus, and another of Apollo- Archagetes q . 
All thefe are either fblar or arkite titles, and 
ferve therefore to fliew the propriety of the 
foregoing remarks upon Zancle. Taurome- 
nium derived its name from Tora-Menah, 
the arkite heifer ; and Naxus was fo called 
in honour of Nach-Zeus, Noah the Sun : 

M ITi^i St fipieJ tof ret (AiSoXoyuptpet pvt Sit£t l utv.—~KctTot psv yxp 
Tip EixiXiar xetrmcKtvetffat ZxyxXui ru toti /SctaiAirorn njff toti ptt 
etv avrv ZfityxhM) M im opopafyiAwK, ccXXet rt, yxu top Xi- 

fjtuot vpcffypffapT a, t*jv otopa,£optpy)p Ahttjp 7rQbi)Tcu.'—Apu7ri7rTapiPtt 
Trts w ihayttf, Slpwtbt nqpvyv&ou to xxtx Tnv IlsXajpa^a xupstop axpo-' 
T9jfiop, nett to ti p»tog tov rio<7ii5Wv0f nuToterxivotvcti, rtpupitot vtto rut 
*yX v Z ibJP StaftpopTv;. Totvrot St Stxirpot£apttot stf EvCoi at ptravx- 
* xaxu xaroixutrai. Aim Si tyjp So % av 1 1 roif xxr* ovpapov arpow 

jtarcLp&pviSttTot, rv%tit etSatotrov ppyiptig, Diod. Bibl. lib. iv. 
p. 284. 

0 Diod. Bibl. lib. xvi. p. 41 1. 

P Ibid, et lib. xiv. p. 282. 

* ITagivXf* rot ororatpot rot OtoQa\uv f xai to ttpot to AQpoSurtot, 
xcu u^ptactTo its top AywytTW, a|i up to» S«o* %apa)ta Swop «>#f 
t 9 T*t&*, neu avvjrtt^etam th Txvpoptmtt . Appian. apud Bochart. 
Can. p. 525. I cannot afient to any of the derivations, which 
Bochart gives of thefe names. 

vol. 11. m while 
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while Onobala is On-Ob-Al-Ai, the land of 
the divine folar ferpent ; and Archagetes, Arca- 
Ga-Theus, the illujlrious god of the Ark. The 
epithet is applied to Apollo as an arkite god ; 
and hence he is joined with Venus, who may 
generally be conlidered as a perfonification of 
the Ark. At Naxus, or Tauromenium, were 
celebrated the vile rites of the Phallus, which 
formed an infeparable part of the Cabiric 
worlhip r . 

As in Sicily we meet with places denomi- 
nated Zancle and 'tauromenium ; fo in Mace- 
don we find, fituated in each other’s imme- 
diate neighbourhood, the cities *toron} and. 
Sena, and the promontory Canajlreum s . In 
a fimilar manner, Apollonius mentions a town 
in Thrace called Zona, where . Orpheus was 
laid to have Toothed even the rocks and the 
trees with his mufic. 

Avr<t(> rev y myranv eomptctt x/)e<ri orerpas 
©« a£«w aoi^cUtiv evo7rr„ Troretfiuv re peeS’^a. 

&iyoi $ ctypafif, Keivtjf sri (rtiputra. fiotorrii, 

T Hv h vt T9) StxtXixrj Na{« Ttpitoq iTt&ofooLaffM Atyoilruf, i * a 

(juyctXa, ado tee avcxitTo. Appian. apud Bochart. Can. p. 325. 
The origin of thefe rites has been already confidered. Vide 
lupra vol. i. p. 364. note d. 

• Urbes Toronen et Phyfcellam, atque unde ipfi nomen eft, 
Mecybernam incingit Canaftraeo promuntorio Sena proxima 
eft. Pomp. Mel, de Sit. Reb. lib. ii. cap. 3. 
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Axnjf Offi'inair Zavtjt svri Tt\Xt§-ou<ra.t 
Entitle <n%ouo-iv ernirpt/toi, cbt by tvlir^o 
QeXyoftevctt, Qo(>fuyyt xaryyttye Ihtpni&ev f . 

Sena, and Zona, are only variously infledled 
compounds of Zon-Ai, the land of the Sun; 
Torone is Tor-On-Ai, the land of the folar bull ; 
and Canaftreum feems to have been fo called 
in honour of Chan-As-Tor, the priejl of the 
fiery bull. 

After the death of Pelias, Jafon is faid, in 
an ancient epic poem intitled NaupaSlia, to 
have gone to Corcyra u . This, I apprehend, 
means nothing more, than that his worfhip 
was introduced into that ifland ; for Corcyra 
is Cor-Cur-Ai, the land of the bright Sun , and 
its fabulous hiftory precifely anfwers to its ti- 
tle. The Phliafian river Afopus had three 
daughters, Egina, Corcyra, and Theba. Egina 
was ravilhed by Jupiter ; and Silyphus, king 
of Corinth, was privy to the fadt. Afopus, 
fufpe&ing the criminality of his daughter, 
bribed Sifyphus to betray the fecret, by pro- 
mifing, that he would caufe a fountain, which 

* Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 26. 

u tn p «> EAAijo’i Nayfraxrt* 0 npa£o pivot' TmrowToti h s> 

avrois c{ IuA'xy fxt rat top IliAiH Sapcnov if Ko^xv^xv /4*to»x»j- 

9ou. Pauf. Cor. p. 1 1 8. Stephanus mentions a city in Egypt 
called Corcyris , and for the very fame reafon. Kofxvgi;, 
Atyvims. Steph. Byzin. de Urb. p. 468. 

m 2 was 
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was afterwards denominated Pirene x , to burft 
forth in the midft of the Corinthian citadel. 
Sifyphus accepted the conditions ; and as a 
punifhment for his treachery, was thruft down 
into Hell. From thefe three daughters of 
Afopus, the iflands Corcyra and Egina, and 
the city Thebes or Theba, received their re- 
fpe&ive appellations. The Thebans indeed 
afferted, that Theba was the daughter of 
Beotius, not of Afopus y ; but between thefe 
two genealogies there is no real difference : 
for, as Beotius is Butes, or the god of the hei- 
fer ,. fo Afopus is As -Op, or the folar ferpent 
Noah. In a fimilar manner Sifyphus is the 
god of the arkite Sipha ; and his city Corinth, 
as I have already obferved, was fuppofed to 


* Pirene is P’Arena, the arkite fountain . 
y Pauf. Cor. p. 12 1, 122. Pindar mentions, that Theba was 
the daughter of Metopa $ and his fcholiaft fays, that Metopa 
was the confort of Afopus, who was the father of the Hippian 
Theba. 

— — M ar^o/xa- 

t up ept.cc tvott$Y)$ Mery* a, * 

UhuZurTTov cc §r»- 

xt bv, rocs epctTi ivor itbup 

n»opw».— Olymp. vi. ver. 143. 

Mit uwyi Svyoflyg (jlbv Aa^wroj ra ev Agftcchcc 7rola/*y, yvrr\ AauivH 
rov u iroletpcov' vtis Mercovn) eysppvjere ryp 'ijnrtxtii’ 

(Schol. in loc.) It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, that the 
Hippian Theba is a compound term of precifely the fame im- 
port as the Hippian Argos. 

have 
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have been founded by the Titanic Aletae. 
Hence, in allufion to the entrance of Noah 
into the Ark, Silyphus was feigned, like 
Bacchus, Hercules, and Adonis, to have de- 
fended into the infernal regions. 

The refult then of the whole inveftigation 
is, that the Argonautic hero Jafon is no other 
than the great patriarch worlhipped in con- 
junction with the Sun, and that his real name 
is Azon, or As-On, the blazing folar orb. 

We have feen, that one of the fuppofed 
companions of Jafon was Armenius, who is 
faid to have travelled with him through all 
the land of Iberia, Albania, Armenia, and 
Media*. It is obfervable, that this mytholo- 
gical hero came, according to Strabo, from 
the city Armenium , which was fituated upon 
the lake Boibhs, between Pherae and Larifla *. 
Boibeis, like the Egyptian Buto, feems to 
have been fo called from Bo, or Bou, an ox, 
in allufion to the accuftomed arkite fymbol ; 
Pherae is Ph’Ur-Ai, the country of the Sun ; 
and Larifla is Lares-Ai, the land of the Lares, 


z The reader will recolleft, that both Armenius and Arme- 
nia equally derived their refpedtive names from Ar-Menab, 
the mountain of the Ark . 

a To* lb ApfxtPi 09 w/cti woMvt ra)v nrt^i njv Xi/a- 

w (jl tra(v k«» Aaficrjrjs. Strab. Geog, lib. xi. p. 503. 

M3 or 
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or folar Cabiri*. Accordingly we fhall rarely 
find a town called Larijfa , (and the name has 
been very muc;h multiplied,) without meet- 
ing at the fame time with fome mutilated 
tradition of the deluge. Thus, in the prefent 
cafe, Armenius is brought from the neigh- 
bourhood of LarifTa; and Polyphemus, anothef 
of the Argonauts, is alfo faid to have come 
from the fame place c . This LarifTa was in 
ThefTaly, and was believed to have been built 
by Acrifius, the grandfather of Perfeus, who 
was expofed in an ark, and who himfelf alfo, 
was reported to have been there d . According 
to Hellanicus, it received its name from LarifTa, 
the daughter of Pelafgus e , or the diluvian 
Noah ; and it is obfervable, that Homer be- 
llows upon it the epithet of Argijfa f . There 
was likewife a Larijfa in Troas, which was 
peopled by the Pelafgi 6 ; another in the neigh- 

b Lar, as I have already obferved, is an abbreviation of the 
compound El-Ar, the folar deity . 
c Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 40. 
d Apollod. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. 4. 

* ryv Qeererafaxyp Aeye», yv A xpurtof* vrtf vvofJMV- 

onto A ecgicayq ry<; TltXotayti, u$ (pyo-iv E AXauxof . Schol. in Apoll.. 

Argon, lib. i. ver. 40. — Strab. lib. ix. p. 430. 

* Asvrtpat Sk (A apvffu), y ir rco lUKao-ywca ryi ©ravfl&Xiafr 
'Opypos Apyt<r<rctp Qym, Schol. ut fup. 

* En xat srep 1 Tpo<a> (A aptcro-a), y<; O/xqgo; pvyyunvH, f v>M 

T% iXucyup. Schol, ut fup.-^Strab. lib. xiii. p. 604. ' 

bourhood 
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bourhopd of Ofifa, denominated alfo Pelafgia ; 
a third, in Crete ; and a fourth, upon the ri- 
ver Larijfus , which feparates the territories 
of Elis and Dyma. We find one moreover 
in Alia, near Apamea-Cibotus h , or the arkite 
Apamea , in which place was ftruck the fa- 
mous medal, commemorative of the deluge*. 
We find one alfo near Cyma, which bore the 
additional name of Phriconis, from Phree- 
Con, the prieji of the Sun ; and another in the 
vicinity of Ephefus. Attica likewife, and 
Pontus, had each its refpe&ive Larijfa ; and 
there was a town of the fame name upon the 
banks of the Cayfler, near which was a tem- 
ple of the great arkite Mother 1 *. The moll 


h Strab. lib. xvi. p. 752. Tertius Apameam vadit, ante 
appellatam Celaenas, dein Ciboton. Plin. lib. v. cap. 29. 

1 On the reverfeof this medal is reprefented a kind of fquare 
cheft floating upon the waters, out of which a man and a wo- 
man are advancing upon the Ihore, while two other perfons yet 
remain within. A dove, bearing an olive branch, flutters above 
it 5 another bird, poflibly a raven, is perched upon its roof ; 
and in one of the pannels is the word Noi in Greek chara6ters. 
See the print of it. Bryants Anal. vol. ii. p. 230. 

k A a^ccra $ ir» xat if ry Ovcv X^ iop * xat $ viro rtfvf 

h Thbaayt* Xiyo/usn)* xat if ry Kpvry iroMf >1 vv» ng UpofrvTfat ervt- 
owtrStio-cc, ct<p* ri; x<xi to viroxunifov mho* m Aapi rerior xotXn tch, 
x*» if TltXovoffiia’tji b t 1 TUf Apytiuf ecx^u, xa* 0 rrjv 'HXuctf Av 
fxM hop t£*/f A vrorctfAQS, ©lowo/xwof & xa* w oX*y Xtyu if ry 
#vry puSo pw xttfxtnjf Aaftaaaf* xoti if ry A a*a, b n Qp ixomf b 
Tf)f Ktti b E$vj\% A otp&aet in’ — xa* u Arrtxy ip A upf 

M 4 *■*. 
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ancient however of the Larijfas, for it feems 
to have been a favourite facred name among 
the Pelafgic tribes, was the citadel of Argos, 
which flood upon a lofty hill overhanging the 
river Inachus 1 . 

Thefe remarks on the word LariJJ'a will 
prepare the way for fome obfervations on the 
flone worfhip of the ancients, which may 
ferve to elucidate a paflage in the Argonautics 
of Apollonius relative to the monument of 
Calais and Zetes. 

In the courfe of the prefent work, I have 
more than once had occafion to notice the 
fuperflitious reverence, in which large {tones 
were held by the ancient pagans. They 
efteemed them facred to the Sun ; called them 
by feveral different names, fuch as Mnizurtm , 


col. K on ray TgxWtav xw[av) r^xxovrx racing vTrsp rvs **o- 

S7n Kai/rpa irehu tjjj (jucoyxtas lovtuv xxtx to t>k IcofyofjLW 
MvTpog Ugov, Ipmoxav t«ji» Secriy xx\ r vp ctptrw ry xptpotri) A apci 

COL' XXL IV TOLS aglfSpOLf TB TIoVTV, XUfAV) T»f XXXiLTXL A OLQLCCa 

Mtoaov t uv axguv rov Ay* ov. Strab. lib. ix. p. 44 °* 

1 A^x u ‘OTar?} [jt.Lv (A upiaca), ^ ApynurLq, trtv ocvrn v axp o»oAk. 
Schol. ut fup. - *H ptv ovv voXiq h t uv Apytw* tv %vpi oif eniirtXoiq 
iofvrca to TtXtov' uxpxv ¥ i^it rnv xa^ovfLivrjv A a^crcrav Xo(fov tvtpxrj 
fjiETgteug, txovTct hpov A»oj* pH xvrrjq v^nciov b I*a;£o$. Strab. 
lib. viii. p. 370. It is remarkable, that there was another city 
Argos , and another river Inachus , in Acamania, the ancient 
country of the Curetes. Strab. Geog. lib. vii. p. 326. — 
Steph. Byzan. p. 73. 

Sar- 
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Sarjetiim, Betyli, Agdi , Petra m Ambrojia, Pe- 
tra Gigonia, Petra Sarpedonia n , and Petra 
Larifsia 0 ; and very frequently, in allufion 

m The facred Petra, or Petarah, will be confidered more at 
large hereafter. — Vide infra chap. x. 

n Sarpedon , or Sar-Aph-Adon, was a name of the Sun. Ac- 
cording tQ Apollonius, the Argonauts Zetes and Calais were 
the children of Boreas by Orithuia the daughter of Erechtheus, 
and they are feigned to have been begotten near the rock Sar- 
pedon. (Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. an.) All this happened, we 
are told, fome years before the fiege of Troy, and yet we find a 
hero Sarpedon celebrated by Homer. The fcholiaft upon Apol- 
lonius mentions, that there was another of thefe Sarpedoniae 
Petrae in Cilicia 5 a country, as we have already feen, abound- 
ing in helio-ark ite traditions. *ET§pa ir» atit qoc tu? 

K*a «»<**. (Schol. in Argon, lib. i. ver. 216.) The Sarpedon of 
the Iliad, in Ihort, is a mere mythological chara&er, as will be 
fufficiently evident, when we recoiled, that he is faid to have 
been thefon of Europa, and the brother of Minos. (Hyg. Fab, 
106, 155. — Herod, lib. i. cap. 173.) Minos however is the 
lame as the Menu of Hindoftan, and Noah of Scripture. (Sir 
Wm. Jones’s Preface to Inftit. of Menu.) Hence it is manifefr, 
that Sarpedon can never have literally exifted, in the manner 
that Homer deferibes him. With regard to Boreas or Borras^ 
whom the Hellenic mythology has metamorphofed into the 
north wind, I Itrongly fufpeft, that he was no other than the 
great Scandinavian deity Bore. This Bore was the father of 
three fons, and the fame perfon, I apprehend, as the patriarch 
Noah. — Vide fupra vol. i. p. 16. 

• There was an ancient monument, known by this laft title, 
at Sina near Mitylend, clofe by the road, which leads to Me- 
thymne. K at n> Ttva t»j$ Mm/A me utto wimj/eorr* rodhui utrt 
Aapicracuou Tltrpau, xotra t»ji itti M n§VfAvr,$ o<JW. ■ Strab. lib. ix. 
p. 440. Sina is San-Ai, the land of the Sun 5 and the Petra 
Larifleas were fo called in honour of the lolar Lares. 

to 
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to, the folar orb, contrived to fix numbers of 
them in the ground in the form of a circle. 
Perhaps more fpecimens of thefe rude tem- 
ples occur in the Britifh, dominions, than in 
any quarter of the globe ; though they are by 
no means unknown in other countries. The 
vaft ftones, which lie fcattered upon Marl- 
borough downs, and which furnifhed materi- 
als for building both Abury and Stonehenge, 
are {till called by the country people Sarfens 9 j 
a word evidently compounded of Tzar-San, 
the rock of the Sun : and Dr. Borlafe has in- 
formed us, that a Druidical monument yet 
exifis in Ireland denominated Carig Croitb\ 
or the folar rock r . 

“ I queftion,” fays Mr. Bryant, “ whether 
“ there be in the world a monument, which 
“ is much prior to the celebrated Stonehenge. 
“ There is reafon to think, that it was eredted 
“ by a foreign colony ; one of the firft which 
* e came into the ifland. — The ancients diftin- 
** guifhed flones erected with a religious view 
“ by the name of Amber : by which was fig- 


* Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. vi. p. 170. 

9 Croitb , the Irifh word expreflive of the Sun, is evidently 
Cor-Aith, the compound term from which Crete, Curetes &c. 
are derived. From Carig fprings the Engliih Crag, a rocky 
precipice. 

1 Borl. Cornwall, p. 224, 

“ nified 
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“ nified any thing folar and divine*. The 
“ Greeks called them Petra Ambrojia * ; and 
“ there are reprefentations of fuch upon coins. 
“ Horapollo fpeaks of a facred book in Egypt 
“ ftyled Ambres u ; which was fo called from 
** its fan<ftity ; being a medicinal book of 
“ Hermes, and intrufted folely to the care 
“ of the facred feribes. Stonehenge is com- 
“ pofed of thefe Amber ftones : hence the 
“ next town is denominated Ambrojbury : 
“ not from a Roman Ambrojtus x , for no fuch 
“ perlon exifted ; but from the Ambrojia 
“ Petra, in whofe vicinity it ftands. Some 
“ of thefe, as I have taken notice, were rock- 
“ ing ftones : and there was a wonderful mo- 
** nument of this fort near Penzance in Com- 
“ wall, though, I believe, it is now in a great 


* Mr. Bryant has not given us the etymology of this word, 
but I apprehend it to be Am-P’Ur, the burning Sun . It is tjie 
very fame title as Pyramid, which is equally a Jlone facred to 
the Sun j they differ only in the component radicals being in- 
verted. Pyramis is P*Ur-Am. 

* AfjiSgocrt et, $«»«. — ApPpoaiov, 9hov, Hefych. ApGpifyip, 
irtvu* ip to»$ »cpoK. Ibid. 

u Er» & irapoc to»5 'UpaypappctTivo-i %au itgot, nctXoVptm Ap* 

Horap. lib. i. cap. 38. p. 32. 

* Concerning this imaginary Ambrofius, as connected with 
the Britifh inchanter Merlin, more will be faid hereafter. Vicfe 
ir^fra chap. x. 

" mea- 
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v meafure ruined. It {till retains the name 
“ of Main- Amber y , by which is fignified the 
“ facred Jiones. — Such a one is mentioned by 
“ Apollonius Rhodius, which was ftrppofed 
“ to have been railed in the time of the 
" Argonautae. It flood in the ifland ‘Terns, 
“ and was the monument of Calais and Ze- 
“ tes, the two winged fons of Boreas. They 
“ are faid to have been flain by Hercules; 
" and, though the hiflory be a fable, yet fuch 
*• a monument, I make no doubt, exifled in 
*‘ that ifland, as the poet defcribes. 

y 44 Main , from whence came mania, fignified, in the primi- 
M tive language, a fom,> or Jiones, and alfo a building. By Amber 
** was meant any thing facred. Chil-Minar, by which name the 
u celebrated ruins in Perfia are diftinguifhed, feems to fignify 
tc Collis Petra. The word Minaret is of the fame etymology, 
u from Meen and Main, a Jione I thought it proper to add 
this note of Mr. Bryant, though I cannot perfeftly afifent to it. 
The word Men does indeed fignify a Jione, (Borlafe’s Cornwall, 
p. 174.) but I much doubt, whether that be its primary figni- 
fication. Menah is originally any thing of or belonging to Noah : 
hence it was applied to the Ark $ and afterwards, upon the 
union of the two fuperftitions, to the Moon, which was wor- 
lhipped in conjun&ion with the Ark. In the Sabian idolatiy 
ftones were highly venerated, and efteemed facred to the Sun 
and Moon \ hence, laftly, the word Menab came to fignify a 
Jione. The term Minaret is certainly derived not from Men, 
a Jione, for many edifices are built of ftone befides Minarets; 
but from Menah, the moon, in reference to the crefcent, with 
which the tops of the Turkifla mofques are invariably decorated. 

2ru- 
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— — — '^Tvye^ti Tin? ewAfr’ vjrirrti 

Xepiriv vp ‘H^ewtAi pt. — 

Ad’Xuv yap TleXiao J'eJWorof a\p anonas 
Tyra ev a/dpipvry yreQvtv, Key afiytraro yaiav 
kpttp’ cwToify WXaf fe KaS'v7rep3'sv erevjee*’ 

'flv ereoy, 3-ay.Gor mpi&mov avtyatn Aevrtrsiv, 

K mnat t\xfle\iros tiara vsvoiy, Boqeao. 

Thefe haplefs heroes, as they bent their way 
From the fad rites of Pelias, lately dead, 

Alcides flew in Tenos. He then rais’d 
An ample mound in memory of the flain. 

And on it plac’d two (tones. One (till remains 
Firm on its bafe : the other, lightly pois’d, 

Is view’d by many a wondering eye, and moves 
At the flight impulle of the northern blaft. 

“ Ptolemy Hepheftion mentions a large ftone 
“ upon the borders of the Ocean, probably 
“ near Gades in Betua, which he calls Petra 
“ Gigonia : and fays that it could be moved 
“ with a blade of grafs*. Gigon, from 
“ whence came the term Gigonia, was, ac- 
“ cording to Hefychius, a name of the Egyp- 
“ tian Hercules®. From hence we may in- 

* Apud Phot. p. 475. 

* Tiy**, II«t uUof' 0 » & top Aiyvvmov Hefycb. Hd> 

cules, or the Sun, when confidered as an arkite god, was a Pa* 
taicus, as Hefychius juftly ftyles him. The PataTci were fmall 
ftatues, like thofe of the Diofcori, or Cabiri, which the Pheni- 
cians affixed to the heads of their {hips. Herod, lib. iii. cap. 37. 
Patai’cus is Petah-Oc, tie friejl tf the Ocean , 
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** fer, that both the flone here, and that alio 
“ in Tenos, was facred to this deity, who 
“ was called Arcbal , and Arcalus , by the 
“ Egyptians, Tyrians, and other nations. By 
“ Petra Gigonia was lignified an Herculean 
“ monument , not railed by him, but to his 
“ honour : and it was undoubtedly ereded 
“ by people of thofe colonies, who came 
“ both from Tyre and Egypt b .” The co- 
lumns of Hercules, which were fuppofed to 
have been placed by that hero on either fide 
of the ftraights of Gibraltar, feem to have 
been facred ftones of a limilar nature. One 
of thefe was named Abyla, and the other 
Calpi c , in allulion, 1 apprehend, to the two 
great fuperftitions : for Abyla is Ab-Bel-Ai, 
the land of father Baal the Sun ; and Calpe, 
Cal-Phi, the oracle of the hollow Ark. 

I lhall now proceed to inveffcigate more 
minutely the hiftory of the building of the 
Argo, concerning which point we find no 
fmall difcrepancy in the writings of the an- 
cient mythologies. We have already feen, 
that the fcholiaft upon Apollonius Rhodius 
fuppofes it to be the Ihip of Danaus ; and 

b Bryant’s Anal. vol. iii. p. 533. 

c Deinde eft mons praealtus, ei, quem ex adverlb Hifpania 
attollit, obje6lus : hunc Abylam, ilium Calpen, vocant \ co- 
lumnas Herculis utrumque. Pomp. Mel. lib, i. cap. 5. 

that 
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that Plutarch does not hefltate to declare its 
identity with the facred Baris of Ofiris. This 
laft circumftance alone feems to decide very 
latisfa<5torily two points : that the whole Ar- 
gonautic voyage is a mere fable ; and that 
the heroes, who will for ever live in the im- 
mortal poem of Homer, are not real, but 
mythological perfons. That there was a 
Trojan war of lome kind, I think more than 
probable d ; but I cannot bring myfelf to be- 


d It is remarkable however, as I have already obferved, that 
the icholiaft upon Hefiod clofely conne&s the war of the Ti- 
tans or diluvians with that of Troy, He aflerts, that the 
fiege of that celebrated city was fuppofed to have lafted ten 
years, beeaufe the war of the Titans lafted ten years. Schol, 
in Hef. Theog. ver. 629. Without pretending to decide the 
queflion refpe&ing the exiftence or the non-exiftence of the 
Trojai* fiege, and even admitting the probability of fuch an 
event, I cannot refrain from obferving, that the argument in 
favour of its exiftence, drawn from the very accurate defcrip* 
tion which Homer gives of the furrounding country, is furely 
a moft inconel ulive one. Were an Englifhman to write an 
epic poem upon the wars of the Trojan Brutus, the exa&nels 
of his local deferiptions would not prove the truth of his narra- 
tive. Let us hear Spenfer upon this fubje£t . 

But ere he (viz. Brutus) had eftablilhed his throne, 

And fpred his empire to the utmoft Ihore, 

He fought great batteills with his falvage fone, 

In which he them defeated evermore, 

And many giaunts left on groning flore ; 

That well can witnes yet unto this day 
The wejlern Hogb, belprinkled with the gore 

Of 
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lieve, as literal matter of fad, the account, 
which Homer has written of it. If the Argo 
be limply a corrupted copy of the Egyptian 
Baris, (and Plutarch declares that it is,) the 
voyage of the Argo as detailed by the Greeks 
muft be a fiction, and the warriors engaged 
in it fictitious characters. And if this be the 
cafe, the heroes and heroines of the Iliad muft 
neceflarily be equally fictitious j for the ima- 
ginary Argonautic expedition preceded Ho- 
mer’s war of Troy only by a fingle genera- 
tion, and is fo infeparably interwoven with 
the fabulous hiftory of the Ilienfes, that they 
muft ftand or fall together e . If Caftor and 
Pollux, Telamon and Peleus, Orpheus and 
Hercules, who are all faid to have been en- 


Of mighty Goemot, whome in flout fray 
Corineus conquered, and cruelly did flay. 

And eke that ample pit, yet far renownd 
For the large leape which Debon did conipell 
Coulin to make, being eight* lugs of ground. 

Into the which retouming backe he fell. 

But thofe three monjlrous Jlones doe: moft exccll. 

Which that huge fonne of hideous Albion, 

(Whofe father Hercules in Fraunce did quell) 

Great Godmer threw in fierce contention * 

At bold Canutus, but of him was flaine anon* 

Faery Queene, b. ii. canto 10. 
* The Abb& Banier very juftly obferves, that " all the cap- 
u tains of the Grecian army were either fons of the Argonauts, 
or of their contemporaries .* Ban, Mythol. vol, iv. p. 59. 

gaged 
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gaged in the voyage to Colchi j if they be 
the mere creatures of an inventive imagina- 
tion, working however upon fome undoubted 
fadts, the deluge and the folar worfhip ; and 
fuch is certainly the cafe if the teftimony of 
Plutarch can be depended upon : if, I fay, all 
thefe be fabulous characters, I cannot com-* 
prehend how Helen the fitter of the Diofcori f , 
Ajax and Achilles the fons of Telamon and 
Peleus, Priam and Anchifes the contempora- 
ries of Hercules and Hefione, can be real 
perfons. Accordingly, while Tzetzes plainly 
declares, that the Homeric Agamemnon was 

f It may not be improper to obferve, that, if we admit tlie 
Argonautic and Ilienfian heroes to 'be real chara6ters, we (ball 
be reduced to the ludicrous neceflity of allowing, that the beau- 
tiful and youthful Helen, whofe charms were irrefiftible even 
by frozen old age, (fee Horn. Iliad, lib. iii. ver. 150. et infra) 
had feen as many years as the hoary and decrepid Priam. He- 
len is univerfally, allowed to have been born exa6lly at the 
fame time that her twin brothers Caftor and Pollux were. 
Caftor and Pollux however attended Jafon in his expedition to 
Colchi, during the courfe of which Hercules flew the Trojan 
Cetus, delivered Hefione, and gave the kingdom of Ilium to 
Priam, the fon of Laomedon, then a young man. (Tzet. in 
Lycopb. ver. 34.) Hence it appears, that Priam, being much 
about the fame age as Caftor and Pollux, muft likewife have 
been about the fame age as their After Helen j and yet, ftrangc 
to tell, no lefs than ten years after the facking of Troy, and 
the death of Priam, the beautiful cheeks of Helen had loft none 
of their youthful blooift. See Horn. Odyft*. lib. xv. ver. 1 23. 

. vol. 11. u the 
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the fame as the Ercean or arkite Jupiter, the 
lover of Danae, and the father of Perfeus 8 ; 
Herodotus informs us, that his daughter Iphi- 
genia was no other than the Tauric Diana h , 
or the lunari-arkite heifer ; and Cicero af- 
firms, that the Diofcori, or' Cabiri, were 
fometimes efteemed the fons of Atreus, and 
confequently the brothers of Agamemnon 
and Menelaus *. For precifely the fame rea- 
fons, the war of Thebes, upon which the 
poem of Statius is founded, muft be replete 
with characters equally fictitious ; and I can- 
not help thinking, that it relates folely to the 
conteft between the worlhippers of the dove, 
and the worlhippers of the Sun, or, as the 
Hindoos exprefs it, the worlhippers of the 
Yoni, and the worlhippers of the Lingam. 
Let it only be granted, upon the authority of 
Plutarch, that the Argo is the Baris of Ofiris, 
~ and, I may add, the Argha of Maha-Deva ; 
and the reft will follow of courfe. 

It may perhaps be thought, that fpecula- 


8 -^AyoCptiAWW rr o* re E gwe Aioj — Ayu^i^uv h Ztvs s* 
Aaxs$cci/uoH. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 335. In a fimilar man- 
ner Athenagoras obferves, that Helen, He£tor, Jupiter- Aga- 
memnon, and Erechtheus, Were all adored aa goda along with 
the marine deity Neptune. Athen. Leg. p. 1. • 
h Herod, lib. iv. cap. 103. 

1 Cic, de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. cap. ar. 

tions 
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tions of this nature {trike at the certainty of 
all hiftory, and give encouragement to the 
wildeft licentioufnefs of fcepticifm. I am 
confeious, that this objection has been urged, 
but I think without the fmallelt degree of 
propriety. The legendary tales of fidtion 
cannot be efteemed any part of genuine and 
authentic hiftory. Where the age of fable 
ceafes, that of real narrative commences ; and 
it requires no very great powers of diferimi- 
nation to draw the line between them. Some 
part of hiftory may indeed be uncertain, as is 
the cafe perhaps with feveral of the details of 
Herodotus, who in many inftances approaches 
very nearly to the era of ftdtion ; but it fure- 
ly does not follow, that we lliould impeach 
the veracity of Thucydides, Livy, or Tacitus, 
becaufe we cannot believe the legends of 
Homer, Apollodorus, Tzetzes, or Apollonius. 

The Argo then, to return from this digref- 
fion, confidered as the {hip of Danaus or Ofi- 
ris, was built in Egypt; as the {hip of Maha- 
Deva, in Hindoftan ; and as the {hip of Ja- 
lon, at Pagafae, a promontory of Magnefia k . 
According to Hegefander, it was begun and 

* n ayaurctfi axpeurypiop Maywxrias* wofAuaSri i e ttieo rov tut t wi- 
frvxficu tu* Apyu* 0 h <j, ttito ru iryyeiK 'arspppeerSati rov ; to- 

rra(‘ tn h xou Tlctyaactis AttgAAo/m; Ugov. Schol. in Apollon. 
Argon, lib, i. ver. 238. 

N2 fi- 
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finilhed at Argos 1 ; according to Ptolemy He- 
pheftion, it was conftrudted by Hercules in 
mount Offa, who gave it the name of Argo 
out of affe&ion for Argus the Ion of Jafon m ; 
and according to Poflis and.Nicanor, it was 
built by. Glaucus, who afterwards became a 
lea-god under the title of Melicertes n . Ar- 
gus however was generally thought to have 
been its architect ; and there are as many dif- 
ferent accounts of his own parentage, as of 
the origin of his Ihip. Ptolemy Hepheftion, 
as we have juft feen, makes him the fon of 
Jafon; Tzetzes, of Heftor, or Ale6tor°; Apol- 
lodorus, of .Phrixus p ; Hyginus, of Polybus 
and Argia, or of Danaus q ; and Apollonius, of 


1 E* Apyet trawir/aSy Agyu), uq *H yntrcty^oq o 'ZcoKapLi- 

no?. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 883. Apyu— sv Apyst ru oroAn xar«- 
CTKgvcurSvi, uq 'Hynaiwiroq Iropxoq. Etym. Magn. 

m T»jv Apyu tv Oacrri r rjq Qgaerafaccq HfotxA? 3? ptev xuTcurKiveifyh 
ovopoc y avrv) nSycri* «7ro Apya ra latrovoq, oq yv epeopgvoq avru, h oj 
xol\ Ixo-qh roy i9n 'ZxvSiocq avvypctTo Ptol. Heph, lib., ii. 

n Athen. Deipnof. lib. vii. p. 296. Thefe two laft tradi- 
tions are virtually the fame, for Melicertes, as we have already 
feen, was only the Tyrian appellation of Hercules or Noah. 

9 Apyof otvnjy erocvTnjyytrey, 0 Efopoq ij AAexto^o? vioq. Tzet. Ill 
Lycoph. ver. 883. 

* — locffuy Apyoy ira.pixcCKtO't rov Apollod. Bibl. lib. 1. 

cap. 9. 

q Argus Polybi et Argiae filius ; alii ajunt Danai filiura. 
Hyg. Fab. 14. 

Areftor. 
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Areftor r . I have no doubt of the identity of 
this Argus, and the Argus, who was ap- 
pointed to guard the heifer Io. In reality, 
they are both equally the god of the Ark. 
Thus, as Apollonius fuppofes the conftrudtor 
. of the Argo to have been the fon of Areftor, 
fo like wife does Afclepiades aflign the very 
fame father to Argus-Panoptes ; and, as Hy- 
ginus makes the one the offspring of Danaus, 
fo does Pherecydes pronounce the other to be 
the child of Inachus s . The wild fable of 
the hundred eyes of Argus arofe from a mif- 
conception of his title Panoptes ; as the ftory 
of his having been flain by Mercury did from 
a fimilar mifconception of the name Argi - 
phontes : for, as Argiphontes is Arga-Phont, 
the prieji of the Ark *, fo Panoptes, which the 
Greeks tranflated full of eyes , is the facred fo- 
lar title P’Ain-Op-Tes, the divine ferpent the 
fountain of heat. If we fuppofe Argus to be 
a real hiftorical character, it will be impoffi- 
ble to account for this ftrange variety in his 
genealogy ; but if we adopt the opinion, that 
he is a mere mythological perfonage, nothing 
will be more eafy. His parentage in fhort is 


r Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 323. 

* — Apy of rov o* AaxhtiTnccfos per, Apsropo? Aiyii uior • 

<^ipiKv^f ilr, I Apollod. Bibl, lib, ii. cap. 1. 

1 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 302. 

n 3 merely 
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merely a fet of different combinations of folar 
and arkite terms : thus he is the offspring of 
Jafon, the Noetic Sun ; of Es-Tor, the Jiery 
arkite bull ; of Al-Ac-Tor, the divine bull of 
the Ocean ; of Ph’Erech-Zeus, the folar god of 
the Ark j of Bol-Bus, the lordly bull ; of Ar- 
gia, or Archa, the Ark\ of Inach, or Da-Nau, 
the patriarch Noah ; and of Ares-Tor, the be- 
lt o- arkite bull. Thefe derivations fhew the 
exaift propriety, with which Apollonius u re- 
prefents him as wearing the hide of a bull, 
the conflant arkite emblem ; and of a black 
bull in particular, which was the colour of 
the Egyptian Apis*. 

The general title, by which the Argonau- 
tic heroes were diftinguifhed, was that of Mi- 
nyce, from their common relationship, as. we 
are informed by Apollonius, to Minyas y . 
This Minyas or Minuas was no other than 
Menu or Noah, as will Sufficiently appear 

u Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 324. 

x Ep£» o fxoff^og vrog 0 Amg xa.teofjt.t90i <n){JLV)i» r oiot&t* tup pt- 
Aaj, ivi fxtv to) fAiTwwo) tevxo9 rsTgayvw (pokin' tm h tov porrov, 
at stop ttxoccf/.evop’ tv Ty ttprj, rag Tpt%ag hvbag' sm tij yltwery, 
xa&afov. Herod, lib. iii. cap. 28. Black was accounted a 
facred colour j hence Vifhnou was ufually reprefented of a dark 
blue. Perhaps the Latin word Ater, may for this reafon be 
the fame as the Hebrew Ader. Ater fignifies black, and Ader, 
illujlrtous . 

y Apollon. Argon, lib. i. ver. 229. 

from 
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from a view of his fabulous genealogy. The 
fcholiaft upon Apollonius reprefents him aS 
being the fon of Neptune, by Hermippa the 
daughter of Beotus; adding at the fame time, 
that his reputed father was Orchomenus, who 
gave his name to the city Orchomenus , the 
metropolis of the kingdom of Minyas*: but 
Tzetzes fuppofes him to have been the off- 
fpring of Neptune by Callirhoe the daughter 
of Oceanus ; and obferves, that the ancient 
Orchomenians were believed to have been 
excellent horfemen *, a notion, which feems 
to have originated from a mifconception of 
the term Hiph, or Hippa, the Ark. Tzetzes 
further adds, that the wife of Minyas was 
Tritogenia; but the fcholiaft upon Pindar ' 
makes her his mother b . According to Dio- 
nyfius, Minyas was the fon of Mars ; accord- 

z & *njs A xatt Ato? ytriToct Op^o^svof* cc^* « xatt n 

iro?w$ Og%optro; xa^t tract. Opxoptvov ^ xatt t*j$ Botarrov 

ywtToct Mtwatf •wixXtjO't r, Qvau $1 Ilo^it^w^, 0; otxit «» OptfopifV' 
up* a 0 tata? Mtwatt ixAt^o’acr. Schol. in Apollon. Argon, lib. i. 
ver. 230. 

* O^ojbwrof Mtryitoj «to? txX*j$»j aczro rov Uo<rti^eotoi uract^of, 

xatt KacMt^oijf tkj; ftxiayov SvyzTpos, oy7r«p Mtvt/ov xatt TptToysmatff 
t*)C AtoAov ot wXtiQVs tm ApyofzvTut* Aptfot tVortxot ot Op^o^tirtot, 

Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 874. 

b Mtwat* ^ row ApyoMCyT*;* oTt of ttAsiov? avT^v it; Mirvac* 

Toy tlocrct^Wof xact TpiTeyrritatf tjj* Ato^ov to yeroj atrijyor. Schol. in 
Find. Pyth. iv. ver. ilo. 

N 4 ing 
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ing to Ariftodemus, of Aleus ; and according 
'to Pherecydes, of Orchomenus. Nor is the 
genealogy of Orchomenus lels confufed than 
that of Minyas. Some fuppofed him to have 
been not the father, but the offspring of Mi- 
nyas ; and others reprefent both Orchomenus 
and Minyas as the children of Eteocles c . 
According to Apollodorus, Orchomenus was 
the brother of Titanas, and the fon of Lycaon 
king of Arcadia, whofe extreme wickedncfs 
was one principal caufe of the cataftrophe of 
the deluge d : according to the fcholiaft upon 
’Apollonius, he was not the offspring of Ly- 
caon, but of Jupiter, and Hefione one of the 
daughters of Danaus e : and, according to 
Nonnus, he was a Phenician deity, coeval 
with Oceanus and Tethys, and worfhipped in 
the region of mount Lebanon in conjunction 
with a ftar f . Such are the varying accounts, 
which the Greeks give us, of the genealogy 


c Tojurcv h tov . M uvctv, cl fxtf Opxopetov yenxXoyovo-H, Qspacv? 
$t}{‘ moi spiraXm top Opx o H> £yor * Mwvov' mo » }§ ctfApo npovs Ersor 
xfcovs ymaKoytiat. Anwcios h. Toy M irvccv, Agtoq Apr 

rofopos .&§ Afoov roy Mi way. Schol. in Piiid. Ifth. i. ver. Jg. 

d Apoliod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 8. This Lycaon is faid to 
Jiave been the fon of Pelafgus, who likewife bore the name of 
j4rgus, or the arkite deity , Apoll. Bibl. lib. ii. cap. I. 
e Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 239. 
f Nonni Dionyf. lib. xli. p. 698. 

of 
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of Minyas and Orchomenus; accounts, utter- 
ly irreconcileable with each other, unlefs we 
allow them to be entirely mythological. In 
fad, Minyas and Orchomenus are both equal- 
ly Menu, or Orca-Menu, the great arkite pa- 
triarch: while Hefione, who was the daugh- 
ter of Danaus or Da-Nau, is Es-Ionah, the 
dove of the Noetic Sun ; Hermippa, Herm- 
Hippa, the ark of Hermes ; Eteocles, Ait-Oc- 
El-Es, the folar god of the Ocean ; Mars, 
NTAres, the great Sun ; Aleus, Al-Es, the dei- 
ty of ' fire ; Beotus, Bu-Theus, the t auric god ; 
and Tritogenia, Tor-Ait-Og-Chena, the priejl-, 
efs of the helio-diluvian bull. This Trito- 
genia, as we have feen, was fometimes rec- 
koned the wife, and fometimes the mother 
of Minyas. She was in reality nothing more 
than the Ark, which was fly led the priejlefs 
of the bull, as Noah was the priejl of the hei- 
fer ; and which was indifferently efteemed 
the wife, the daughter, or the mother of the 
patriarch, according as he was immediately 
connected with it, conftruded it, or pro- 
ceeded out of its womb 6 . 

Appllonius, as we have juft feen, mentions. 


g Tlie legend of the three daughters of Minyas, Leucippa, 
Arfippa, and Alcathoe, has been already confidered. Vide fu- 
j>ra p. 34. 

, that 
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that the Argonauts were called Minya, be- 
caufe they were descended from Minyas; but 
Tzetzes afferts, that that appellation was be- 
llowed upon them, becaufe they principally 
came from Minyean Orchomenus h . Both 
thefe traditions however are virtually the 
lame ; for it matters little, whether they re- 
ceived their title of Minya from their father 
Minyas, or on account of their having come 
from the city of Orcha-Menu, the arkite 
Noah. Orchomenii is the very lame appella- 
tion as Minya ; and the only difference be- 
tween them is, that to the former the word 
. Orcba, or Archa, is prefixed. Hence Minya 
is equivalent to Noacbida ; while the import 
of Orchomenii is arkite Minya. Pliny accord- 
ingly informs us, that the Theflalian city Or- 
chomenus was once called Minyeus'', and 
Stephanus of Byzantium obferyes, that the 
ancient name of Minyeus, or Minya, was 
Almonia, which feems to be compounded of 
Al-Mon-Aia, the land of the divine arkite cref- 
cent k . 


h M vnttn tup Apyovxtmjt, on o l vrknuf otvrut *{ tow 

wctf. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 874. 

* In ThefTalia autem Orchomenus, Minyeus antea di&us ; ct 
oppiduft* Almon, ab aliis Elmon. Plin. Nat. Hid. lib. iy. 
cap. 8. 

* Mi M/a, ttoAij ©irla^iaf, J TTfortpot Abpvna. Steph. Byzarr. 

de 
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The title of Minyce or Orchomenii, though 
primarily applicable to the Noetic family 
alone, was afterwards adopted by a variety of 
their defcendants in regions widely feparated 
from each other ; while the great patriarch, 
under 4 the name of Minyas , Menu, Menes, 
Manes, or Orchomenus, was uniformly revered 
as their progenitor. Herodotus obferves, that 
the Minyas, the Orchomenii, the Cadmeans, 
the Arcadian Pelafgi, and the Dorians, were 
all mingled together 1 ; whence we find, that, 
in their different fettlements, there were'no 
lefs than four cities, each denominated Orcho- 
menus. One of thefe was in Arcadia ra ; an- 
other, in Beotia n ; a third, in Eubea 0 ; and 
a fourth, in ThefTaly p . The mofl ancient 
Orchomenus, which was called Minylan, is 
faid to have been fwallowed up by a flood ; 
and a chafm was lhewn there, in the days of 
Strabo, which, like that in the temple of the 


de Urb. p. 561. Almonia is evidently the Almon or Elmon of 
Pliny. 

* Mwat h OpxpptMto'i octant u^arou' xa* 

niAacryot, xati - -otXKst ti «$>£« TroXXa Herod, 

lib. i. cap. 146. 

m Strab. Geog. lib. viii, p. 338.— Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 874. 
n Ibid. 

0 Kou wip Kapvs-op w 7 if Opxppuos, Strab. Geog. lib. is* 
P- 4 x 6 . 

? Pliru Nat. Hift. lib. iv. cap. 8. 

Syrian 
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Syrian Hierapolis, was fuppofed to have re- 
ceived the retiring waters, and into which the 
river Melas ftill continued to empty itfelf q . 

From this Minyean Orchomenus a colony 
of the Minyae was fuppofed to have migrated, 
and to have fettled at Iolcus r . Another body 
of them, along with Chloris the mother of 
Neftor, eftablilhed themfelves in the neigh- 
bourhood of Arene % which was anciently 
called Samos. At this place there was a Sa- 
mian fortification, conj e&ured by Strabo to 
have been the citadel of the town, mentioned 
by Homer in his catalogue*. Arene was 
thought by the Greeks to have borrowed its 
name from Arene, who was the daughter of 
Bibalus, the wife of Aphareus, and the mo- 
ther of Lynceus and Idas. Thefe heroes were 
educated along with the Diofcori, whom 
they afterwards accompanied in the fabulous 

* Strab. Geog, lib. ix. p. 407. 

r KaAft ( O (Wfos) M»k»jVo» t or Og%OfA,s>op atiro eSrtif r*» Miwvr. 
irri&Ssr unowaou Tiros; rut Muvwp 11; Io^xcr (fotaiP, o$ ir riff Ap- 

yopctvrecf M watt jpeu, Strab. lib. ix. p. 414. 

3 ritxncap wept 7 >}p Apripiip, Strab. lib. viix. p* 347. 

* To pap up Ha.uix. 0 p ifir B^VfAoc.’ vpoTtpop h xoci sroXi; Sotpif wpofr- 

myogtvofAtvn && to i^9f i<rvf, mv u^otp Eoe^a; sxoeXar roe. ^ 

T»K Apsjwjf osx^ottoXi? tjp Toiflo, if Sf rca xaraXoytj) jxfftnjlai 0 «*o»v 

w. Ibid. p. 346. The reafon why Samos came to fignify 
a high place is evident : Sames or the Sun Teems to have beeil 
univerfally worihipped upon the tops of the loftieft eminences. 

expe- 
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expedition to Colchi*. Arenfc however is 
merely Aren-Ai, the land of the Ark : and, in 
a fimilar manner, Aphareus is Aph-Ar, the 
blazing light ; Bibalus is the reduplicate form 
of Baal, the Sun ; and Idas, like the Idei 
Dadtyli, feems to have, borrowed his name 
from Aida, a vapour. The fight of Lynceus 
is faid to have been fo piercing, that he could 
behold things, which lay concealed even with- 
in the bowels of the earth, or, in other words, 
within the dark recedes of the central abyfs x . 
This marvellous fable I apprehend means no- 
thing more, than that he was a fpedtator of 
the breaking up of the fountains of the great 
deep, which I have already Ihewn to be the 
Hades of the Myfteries. Clofe to Arene was 
lituated Pylos; from which place came the 
Argonaut Periclymenus, who was the brother 
of Neflor, and the fon of Neleus y . If then 
Periclymenus be a mythological character, 
the Minyean Neftor certainly cannot be a 


u Lynceus et Idas Apharei et Arense Bibali filiae filii. H yg. 

Fab. 14. Qtptxvfolt T*3> fJLvjhgCC TUP TTtgi 1&6CP AfV)V 1 )P af* Vf V 

voXtf.—Ovrot fo avpf)ttfji.a(bp Tot* Atovnefotf, Schol. in ApoIL Ar- 
gon. lib. i. ver. 15a. 

x Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. iji.et infra. 
y A fnpf) fo troMf riiAoflroi'Wtf 9rA»jcr»or IlvAv* xa t oZ fo 

HvXon t tPtpoplo xat Api}pi)p tpoflupetv. UvXog fo avbi vj Ncfe^of, n xa* 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i, ver. 15a. 

real 
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real one. Accordingly, as Pericly menus fe 
Pherah-Cula-Menu, the helio-arkite Noah, fo 
Neftor appears to be Nuh-Es-Tor, the tauri- 
co-Noetic Sun., Hence he is perpetually ftyled 
by Homer Gerenius-Hippota , which I take to 
be G’Areni-Hippo-Dus, the illujirious arkite 
deity of the Hippa. As for his father Neleus, 
we find a legend refpe&ing him, which pre- 
cifely refembles the {lories of Hippothoiis, 
Beotus, and Camilla 2 ; and which, like them, 
feems to have been founded upon a mifprifion 
of the facred term Hippa. He is faid by Tzetzes 
to have been the fon of Neptune and Turo *; 
and to have been expofed during his infancy, 
along with his brother Pelias who was after- 
wards king of Iolcus, in a pafture where horfes 
were wont to graze b . The fcholiaft upon 
Apollonius mentions, that two of the other 
ions of Neleus were Taurus and AJierius c ; a 
circumflance, which may perhaps confirm 
the preceding etymology of the word Nejlor, 
for the reader will recollect, that the brazen 
Talus of Crete, who was the fame as the 


* Vide fupra p. 40, 41, 42. 

a Turo is only a variation of Tura or Tora, the arkite heifer . 
b Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 175. 

f Argon, lib. i. ver. 156. Afterius was ^lfo reckoned the 
fon of Anak. Pauf. Achaic. p. 524,—' tzet. in Lycoph.’ 
ver, 1301. 

Mino- 
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Minotdur, the bull of Pafiphae, and the bull 
of Europa, was indifferently called AJlerius, 
'Taurus, and Italotus d . 

This laft Minyean colony, which efta- 
blifhed itfelf at Arene, and with which Nef- 
tor is fo clofely connected, was fuppofed to 
have been previoufly driven out of Lemnos 
by Pelafgus e . After remaining fome time at 
Arene, it divided itfelf into two bodies, one 
of which flayed at that place, while the other 
emigrated to Thera, under the command of 
Theras, who was a Theban or arkite. Thera 
itfelf is fa id by Herodotus to have been origi- 
nally peopled by fome of the followers of 
Cadmus f ; and he obferves, as we have juft 
feen, that the Cadmeans were intermingled 
with the Minyae, or Orchomenii. 

In confequence of the wide diffufion of 
thefe Minyean Noachidae, we find a town in 
Arabia denominated Mannacarta s , or the 
city of the lunar Noetic Ark ; and a tribe, 

d Vide fupra vol. i. p. 404. 

* Strab, Geog. lib. viii. p. 347. — Pauf. Achaic. p, 524. 

f Herod, lib. iv. cap. 145 — 149. 

S Manax&gru, woAk ApaSutf. Steph. Byzan. p. 534. Mr. 
Sale mentions the deity Manab as being worlhipped by the 
Arabs in the fliape of a large (lone. The reader will recollect 
the preceding remarks upon the Mnizur, and the Agdus of Cy* 
beld. Prelim. Difc. to Koran, fe£t. i. p. 18. JEIe notices, in 
the fame page, the valley of Mina near Mecca. 

which 
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which bore the appellation of MinritiK Ste- 
phanus of Byzantium mentions, that the prin- 
cipal town of this people was called Carnana 
but Euftathius ftyles it Carna k , which is evi- 
dently a mere variation of Carnana. It was 
lo denominated from Car, the Sun, which was 
worlhipped in conjunction with Menu, or 
Noah. Hence we meet with two cities in 
Phrygia, one of which was intitled Carts 1 , 
»nd the other Minya m . In the fame country, 
which was celebrated for the worlhip of Cy- 
bele or the Ark, we find alio a town called 
Mantalus ", from its devotion to the rites of 
Man-Tal, the folar Manes j and a city named 
Manejium from this fame Manes, its reputed 
founder The Phrygian Manes was no 
other than the Lydian Manes, who is laid by 
Herodotus to have been the father of Atys p . 

** At flag EgvSgairx TrXtvpop tautxrt BaXauraift 

Mi who*.—— Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 9j8. 

* Kapvarx irotug 1 Tr^crior spvSpas §ak»a<r ijf. Steph. 

Byzan. de Urb. p. 451. 

k —To tw Mmxivv wpot "EpvSpaf' ur btoAk fAiyipj* KapfCk* 
Euftath. in Dionyf. Perieg. ver. 959. 

1 En Qgvyiag ttoAk K apv;, Steph. Byzan. p. 45 °* 

m En irepec Qpvyiot; (Mi tvet'), sp toi$ o £ ton Av<hag. Steph. 
Byzan. p. 561. 

* M aflaXoc, iroXtf <J>pvyia;. Steph. Byzan. p. 554 * 

* Mecwnr, nroTu; G>pvy iaj, a?ro M am, <r(potyci twropa xliftf. Steph. 
Byzan. p. 534. 

p Ewi Atvos rov Memo jSa<rtXe<yj.— Herod. lib. i. cap. 94* 

The 
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This Atys, as we have already feen q , was the 
fame mythological character as Bacchus ; and 
his fon Tyrfenus was feigned to have led a 
colony of Lydians and Pelafgi into Tyrrhenia. 
If from Lydia we pafs into Crete, we lhall 
there find Manes celebrated under the name 
of Minos ; and, if from Crete we extend our 
refearches into Egypt, we lhall meet with a 
tradition, apparently relating to the deluge, 
that Menes reigned the frji of men, and that 
in his days the whole of Egypt, except the 
nome of Thebes, was one immenfe marjh \ 
This Menes, or Manes, is faid by Diodorus to 
have once narrowly efcaped drowning, and to 
have been conveyed fafe to land on the back 
of a crocodile*. Hence that animal was 
efteemed facred. It was in fadt a lymbol of 
the Ark, as is evident from the circumftance 
of the Egyptians denominating it Campfa *, 
which Helychius allures us lignifies an ark, 
or chejl u . Accordingly the arkite deity Anu- . 
bis, who was the fame as Cronus or Noah x , 
was reprefented {landing upon a croco- 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. 363. 

r Herod, lib. ii. cap. 4. 

1 Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 80. 

* Herod; lib. ii. cap. 69. 

* Ka/uvJ/*, Br,Ki ?. Hefych. 

* Plut.de Hid. p. 36 8. 

vol. 11. o dile. 
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dile y . In honour, I apprehend, of this Menes *, 
a city upon the Canobic mouth of the Nile 
was denominated Menuthis a ; while another 
in the fame country was called Menelaus b , an 
appellation derived, like the name of the Ho- 
meric hero, from Men-El, the divine Menes. 
This facred title feems to have been known 
alfo among the ancient Celts, no lets than 
among the Greeks and the Egyptians. There 
is yet remaining in the county of Cornwall, 
as we are informed by Dr. Borlafe, a ftone 
monument, which bears the name of Cam- 
Menelez c ; and the Britifh ifland Mona, the 
Britifh frith Menai, and the Sicilian city Me- 
nas, which was fituated in the neighbourhood 
of the lake of the Palici d , feem equally to be 


y See the print of this deity, Mont. Ant. vol. ii. part ii. 
P- *97- 

z Since fo many ancient nations, as well as the Egyptians, 
claim, for the founder of their refpe&ive monarchies, a perfon 
named Menes , Manes , Man?ius t or Menus ; it appears to me ut- 
terly incredible, that the Egyptian Menes fhould be Mizraim, 
as Bp. Cumberland iuppofes (Sanchon. p. 54.) Though Miz- 
,raim was the anceftor of the Egyptians, he certainly had no 
connexion with the Lydians, the Germans, or the Hindoos. 
a MittfStf, Atyvirluz xupr) irgos ru K xvuGur. Steph. Byzan. 

P-55 1 - 

b Menhxo;, woXt? AiyvirTov, Steph. Byzan. p. jjo. 
c Borlafe’s Cornwall, p. 200. 

* Me*a» tyyvg VlxXiKvr, Steph. Byzan. p. ^5°* 

com- 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE CABIRI. 


*95 


Compounded of Men-Ai, the land of Menes. 
Nor were the Gothic tribes unacquainted 
with the name and hiftory of our great com- 
mon progenitor. We learn from Tacitus, 
that they venerated Tuifto, who, according 
to their tradition, fprung from the earth, and 
along with him his fon Mannus. Thefe they 
fuppofed to have been the anceftors of their 
nation ; and to Mannus, the fecond of their 
deities, they affigned three fons e . In the per- 
fon of Tuifto we clearly recognize the primi- 
tive father of mankind, formed by the hand 
of God from the duft of the earth ; and Man- 
nus is no lefs evidently Manes, Manus, or 
Noah : while the three fons of the one are 
the triple offspring of the other f . This fame 
ancient deity was revered throughout Hindof- 
tan under the name of Menu. Here he was 
celebrated as the primeval lawgiver of the 
country ; was attended, like the Mneues or 
Menes of Egypt, by the fymbolical bull s ; 


e Tacit, de Mor. Germ. cap. 2. 

f It is remarkable, that the ancient Irilh called their princi- 
pal marine Deity Mann , and had a wild legend refpefting his 
formerly prefiding over the ifle of Man, on which he bellowed 
his name. Colledl. deReb. Hiber. vol. v. p. 507. This Mann 
is evidently the fame as the German Mannus. 

s Sir William Jones’s preface to Inft. of Menu, p. 8. It is^ 
Remarkable, that this bull w^s eileemed the genius of abltra& 
jullice 1 (Ibid.) the reafon of which feems to have been, becaufe 

o 2 tha 
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was believed, along with feven other Menus, 
to have fucceeded “ ten lords of created be- 
“ ings, eminent in holinefs h and was 
efteemed the fame as Satyavrata-Vaivafwata, 
or the folar Noah, who was faved along with 
feven holy perfons from the waters of an uni- 
verfal deluge He feems alfo to have been 
known in the* kingdom of Tangut. Kircher 
mentions an idol worfhipped in that country, 
under the name of Menipe, or Manipe k ; and 
he prefents us with an engraving, which ex- 
hibits two different modes of reprefenting it 
The firft is a bud of nine heads, the three 
loweft of which are adorned with crowns ; 
and the fecond is merely a naked woman in 
a fitting pofture. I have little doubt, but 
that Menipe is Men-Ippa, the Ark of Menu ; 
and the two figures of the idol perfectly agree 
with fuch an etymology. The nine heads 
are merely a triplication of the Noetic triad, 
according to the prevailing ideas of the ori- 
ental world ; and the naked woman, like Ve- 

the bull was the univerfal fymbol of the juft and upright Noah. 

h Inft. of Menu, p. j. It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, 
that the ten predeceflors of the eight Menus are evidently the 
ten ante-diluvian generations of the line of Seth. 

1 Sir Wm. Jones on the Gods of Greece. Afiat. Ref. vol. i. 
p. 230. 

k Kirch. China, p. 71. 

1 Ibid. p. 72. 

nus, 
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nus, Ceres, and Derceto, is a perfonification 
of the Ark. 

If from this extended furvey of the fettle- 
,ments of the Minyae we once more revert to 
Theflaly, from which country they were 
feigned to have failed in queft of the golden 
fleece, I apprehend, that we fhall find the 
fame race under the name of Magnetes, 
feated in Magnefia and in the vicinity of the 
city Thebas m . I have already obferved, that 
the Argo was fuppofed to have been built at 
Pagafae, a promontory of Magnefia ; and I 
fufpedt, that, the appellation Magnetes is no- 
thing more than a variation of Manetes, Me- 
netes, or Minyce. Magnes, from whom the 
country is faid to have received its title, was 
the fame perfon as Manes or Noah : hence 
he is defcribed as the fon of Argus, the fabu- 
lous builder of the Argo n j the father and the 
fon, as was ufual in the imaginary genealogies 
of pagan mythology, being equally the great 


m This Thebae was fituated on the fouthem fide of the Paga- 
lean bay, and received its name, like the Egyptian, the Beo- 
tian, and the Cilician Thebae, from Thebah, the Ark . Strab. 
Geog. lib. ix. p. 4 33. 

® Apyv ts xat ITigtpiXiif TVS A^hjt * Svyargof, tymro 

Mayrrrf. Ovroq uxyazv lyyvs ®ea<raAia$, xa 1 rw yyr Tavrw aw at /Its 
Mayrficriut wpQffyyopevcav 0 1 avSpw wot, Anton. .Liber* Met am. 
cap. 23. 

o 3 patri- 
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patriarch. Magnes however was not always 
e {teemed the offspring of Argus j he was 
fometimes alfo fuppofed to be the fon of Eo- 
lus : but this f<jcond genealogy, which is no 
lefs fabulous than the former, will only ferve 
equally to {hew his connection with the hif- 
tory of the deluge. From Deucalion and 
Pyrrha, according to Apollodorus, fprung Hel- 
len, the reputed father of the Hellenes ; and 
from Hellen and the nymph Orscis, Dorus, 
Xuthus, and Eolus 0 . Jamblichus varies in 
fome meafure from this account, and aflerts, 
upon the authority of certain Babylonian re- 
cords, that Hellen was the {on of Jupiter p . 
This difcrepancy however between the two 
narratives is more apparent than real ; for 
Ham, whom I apprehend to be the fame per- 
fon as Hellen, was frequently worlhipped, no 
lefs than his father Noah, under the name of 
* the folar Jove. Xuthus efpoufed Creiifa, the 
daughter, of Erechtheus, and begot Acheus, 
and Ion ; Dorus became the father of the 
Dorians ; and Eolus took to wife EnaretC, who 
bore him feven fons, Critheus, Silyphus, 

0 Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 7. 

p Ey tok B c&vXtmm ctxxtu »epo*$, 'Extras yeyomctt t » h 

Avfov, 5 u§ov f kou A*oAoy. Jamb,, de Vita Pythag. cap. 34. 
Apollodorus" alfo mentions, that fome efteemed Hellen the fon 
of Jupiter. 

_ Atha- 
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At ha mas, Salmoneus, Dei’ones, Magnes, and 
Perieres q . Such was the manner, in which 
the Greeks pretended to account for the origin 
of their nation ; the whole however of this 
genealogy confifts partly of, mythological re- 
petitions, and partly of corrupted traditions of 
real events. Hellen, or Ham, feems to be 
El- Ain, the divine fountain of beat ; Dorns is 
the contracted form of Ador, the illujlrious 
one , an epithet frequently beftowed upon the 
gods of the Gentiles r ; Xuthus is molt pro- 
bably the Babylonian Cuth, or Cufh j and 
Ion, from whom the Greeks fuppofed the Io- 
nians to have received their name, is Ionah, 
the dove. From Ionah the Hindoos, upon the 
introduction of the Phallic worlhip, derived 
their term Toni, bellowing at the fame time 
upon the Ionian followers of Deucalion the 
appellation of Tonijas, or worf uppers of the 
Toni \ As for the feven fons of Eolus, they 
appear to be the fame as the feven Cabiri or 
Titans, though fome matters are ingrafted 
upon their fabulous hiftory, which do not pro- 
perly belong to the Noetic family. Critheus, 
or Cretheus, was the reputed grandfather of 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 7. 

x Thus Atargatis, Adrammclech* Dardabus, 

* Vide fupra p. 85. 

o 4 Jafon; 
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Jafon ; Sifyphus was fuppofed to have been 
an ancient king of Corinth Athamas was 
the fovereign of Thebah, or the Ark, and the 
father of the marine deity Hercules-Meli- 
certa u ; DeYones is Da-Ionah, the dove ; and 
Perieres is Phri-Eres, the Sun. With regard 
to Salmoneus, he w r as fo inflated with pride, 
that he imagined himfelf e’qual to Jupiter, 
and attempting to imitate the dread artillery 
of heaven was ft ruck with lightning * ; a tra- 
dition probably founded upon the crime and 
punifhment of Nimrod. Magnes, the feventh 
of the fons of Eolus, who was fometimes, as 
I have juft obferved, thought to be the off- 
fpring of Argus, efpoufed the marine nymph 
Na'Ys, and became the father of PolydeCtes 
and DiCtys. Thefe fettled in the ifland 
Seriphus, where Perfeus, and his mother Da- 
nae, were fuppofed to have landed from the 
ark, within which they had been inclofed by 
Acrifius y . Both Polydectes and DiCtys are 
characters equally mythological ; the former 
being Bola-Dag-Theus, the god of the lordly 
arkite fjh, and the latter, Pag-Theus, the 
fjh deity , 


* Vide fupra p. 163. 

u Vide fupra vol. i. p. 2^4. 

* Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 9. 
y Ibid. 
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The Magnetes or Manetes then being the 
lame as the Minyas or Noachidae, we meet 
with them in feveral different countries be- 
fides Theffaly. One of their colonies efta- 
blilhed themfelves at Apamea, where they 
religioufly preferved a traditional remem- 
brance of the deluge. Hence we find a'me- 
dal, the exadt counterpart of the Apamean 
coin, reprefenting the egrefs of Noah and his 
contort from the Ark, infcribed Magneton 
Apameon z . Another body of Magnefian co- 
lonifts fixed their refidence in Lydia ; and 
were ^addidted to the worlhip of a very an- 
cient ftatue of the Mother of the gods. This 
ftatue was placed upon a rock denominated 
Coddinus, and was fuppofed to be the work- 
manlhip of Broteas, the fon of Tantalus®, 
The rock Coddinus I apprehend to have been 
a ftone of the fame nature as the cube of 
Mercury, and the ftone Mnizur ; both of 
which, as I have already obferved, were in- 
troduced into the arkite Myfteries in allufion 

* See the print of it : Bryant’s Anal, vol. ii. p. 330. 

* Earn M aytyat yt, 0 1 ret irpof Bogpc 19 ptfjt,onat t« EiTrtAot;, rov- 

To»; vjTb Kc^btov wsrpoc, M»jTpo? in ap%aH>ruTOp cIvxptup aytiX- 

pd' vroiyaetb h 0 i Maywjrif ettno Bponav Xsyvai to t TarroAtf. Pauf. 

Lacon. p. 266. \ 

to 
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to the altar built by Noah b . A third colony 
of the Magnetes migrated firft from Theffaly 
into Crete c ; and afterwards from Crete into 
the neighbourhood of Ephefus. Their leader 
is faid to have been Leucippus, the fon of 
Car ; and to the new city, which they built, 
they gave their accuftomed name of Magne- 
Jia d . This migration is probably real ; but 
Leucippus, the fuppofed conductor of it, is a 
fictitious character, as will fufficiently appear, 
when we confider, that he is repreferited as 
being the fon of Car, who was the offspring 
of Phoroneus, or the arkite Noah. From Car 
Megara received its name ; and he is reported 
to have firft introduced into that city the 
Myfteries of Ceres e . Car is the Sun ; Me- 


b Coddinus may poffibly be compounded of Cod-da-Nuh, 
(rU-fcO-ID) the fire-Jlont of Noah. 
c Conon, Narrat. 29. 

d Hr* Jtaf irsfx Maytt\7\9, «r«gi ixn^ftinj faro Atvtumv 

T 8 Ketpofj ft£Toix»j rccrros ixtt avr Maywjy* toi; sx Kpjnj;. Schol* in 
Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 584. 

e KArj$>?irat h irru Ti)f 7 tyotffip «ri Ka^o? row Qopunvf, n rn 
yjl ravry &*a‘k\tverro{' tot s irperrop Asyovrir It^a, ytno$eu Atytijrpo? 
avToif, xaf Toy? avSpuw oy? ovo[A.x<rca Msyocpoc. Pauf. Attic, p. 95 * 
In this paflage, though it is not abfolutely faid, that Megara 
was fo called from Car, yet, fince it received its name during 
his imaginary reign, it is evident, that it was thus defignated 
in honouf of him. 


gara 
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gara is Ma-Car-Ai, the land of the great Sun ; 
and Leucippus; who is the fame mythologi- 
cal chara&er as his progenitors Car and Pho- 
roneus, is Luc-Hippos, the Hippian Sun. 
Ceres, as I have frequently obferved, is the 
Ark; and the eflablifhment of the folar wor- 
ihip occafioned her temple at Megara to be 
called Megaron , in honour of Ma-Car-On, the 
great Sun f . 

The king of the Theflalian Magnetes, at 
the time of the Argonautic expedition, is faid 
to have been Acaflus ; and he is defcribed as 
having embarked in that enterprife. He was 
the fon of Pelias, and the hufband of Hippo- 
lyte. His wife entertained an illicit paffion 
for Peleus ; and, upon his refufing to gratify 
her defires, fhe accufed him to her hufband 
of having attempted her chaflity s . This le- 
gend is merely a repetition of the ftories of 
Bellerophon h , and Hippolytus ; and the ap- 


* E rrav§cc xetf w to xaXttyenw Mtyecpov* tcrotijtrai a* 

*VT0 @ 6 LCl\tV 09 T& K. Ctpot sbtyor. Pailf. Attic, p. P 7 * 
g Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 224. 
h Hence Horace very naturally joins together the fwo fables 
of Bellerophon and P$Jeus. 

Ut Praetum mulier perfida credulum 
FaHis impulerit criminibus, nimis 
Cafto Bellerophonti 

Maturare necem, refert. 


Narrat 
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pellations Hippolyte, and Hippotytus y are equal- 
ly derived from the lacred title Hippa. 

In this wide difperfion of the Minyae, Ma- 
netes, or Noachidas, we may naturally expeft 
to meet with fome traces of them in Arme- 
nia, where the Ark firft grounded, after the 
diluvian waters had begun to abate ; nor 
fhall we be difappointed. Nicolaus Dama- 
fcenus fpeaks of a city in that country, de- 
nominated Minyas, which was fituated at the 
foot of a great mountain called Baris ; and 
he further obferves, that a conftant report 
had prevailed, that, at the time of the flood, 
many perfons fled there, and were preferved. 
One, in particular, was conveyed in an ark 
to the very lummit of the mountain This 
Armenian Minyas is by the prophet Jeremiah 
denominated Minni, and connected with Ara- 
rat, where the Ark is faid by Mofes to have 
firft landed k . I fcarcely know any teftimony 


Narrat pene datum Pelea Tartaro 
Magnefiam Hippolyten dum fugit abftinens. 

Hor. lib. iii. od. 7. 

* Nic. Dam. apud Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. p. 12. Edit. 
Hud. 

k “ Call together againft her the kingdoms of Ararat, Min- 
“ ni, and Athchenaz.” Jerem. li. 27. The Chaldee Para- 
phraft, in his expofition of this paflage, reads Armmm for 
Minni ; whence evidently is derived the word Armenia , or Ar- 
Minni-Aia, the mountainous land of the Minyae. Minnith in the 

countiy 
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more decifive than this, that the Minyas, and 
confequently the Argonauts, are immediately 
conne<fted with the deluge. 

Jafon, upon his arrival at Colchi, demanded 
of Eetes the golden fleece ; and was told in 
anfwer, that, before he could expe<ft to re- 
ceive fo rare a gift, he mult tame to the 
plough the brazen- footed bulls, which breathed 
fire and fmoke from their noftrils. Thefe 
bulls I lufpeft to have been nearly allied to 
the bull Moloch, within whofe brazen ftatue, 
violently heated for the purpofe, the Canaan- 
ites and Phenicians were accuftomed to bum 
their children alive. The fame horrid lacri- 
fices are alluded to in the fabulous hiflory of 
the Cretan Minotaur, which is faid to have 
yearly devoured feven Athenian youths. Noah 
was ufually reprefented under the lymbol of 
a bull, as his allegorical conlort the Ark was 
under that of a heifer ; and, when he was af- 
terwards, in confequence of the union of the 
two luperftitions, adored in conjunction with 
the folar fire, his deluded poflerity imagined, 
that his favour was bell acquired by devoting 
their children to him as a burnt-ofFcring. 


country of the Ammonites feems to have received its name 
from the fame worthip of Minyas, Menu, or Noah. Judg. 
33 - 

The 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



A DISSERTATION 


ao6 

The Colchian bulls then I conceive to have 
been two images of Baal-Moloch, or Ofiris, 
for thefe deities, being all equally the great 
helio-arkite patriarch, were all equally wor- 
fhipped under the form of a bull ; and the 
fable of their breathing fire from their noftrils 
is nothing more than a literal defcription of 
the brazen flatue of Moloch, when heated for 
a folemn facrifice. - 1 

Jafon, having tamed the bulls, demanded 
of Eetes the fleece agreeably to his promife ; 
but, inftead of fucceeding, he met with a 
threatening refufal. Medea however afiifted 
him with her incantations to lay afleep the 
dragon which guarded the fleece ; and thus 
at length he effe&ed his purpofe. This dra- 
gon is faid to have been the offspring of Ty- 
phon and Echidna the daughter of Styx; 
and to have been the brother of Gorgon, Cer- 
berus, Scylla, Chimera, the Theban Sphinx, 
the Hydra of Lerna, and the ferpent of the 
Hefperides *. Pindar defcribes him as being 
equal in bulk to a galley of fifty oars; 

ApCUMVTCS’ 

A' «%rro AaGporetrav ytwuv, 

'Or f, uv/ft ts zjev- 

TtJKOVTO^OV VCUUV ) C^etTft m . 

*’ Hyg. Fab. p. 12. 
m Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 434. 

and 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



ON THE CAB I R I. 207 

and Tzetzes mentions a wild fable of his hav- 
ing gone in queft of the golden fleece as far 
as the ifland of the Pheacians, where he was 
flain by Diomede ". He was doubtlefs the 
grand folar fymbbl, adored alike in almoft 
every nation upon the face of the earth ; and 
he appears to have been fo clofely connected 
with the brazen bulls in confequence of the 
junction of the two great primitive fu perdi- 
tions. It is poflible, that the account given 
of him by Pindar may not be a mere poetical 
exaggeration. Though I do not believe, that 
an Argonautic expedition ever literally took 
place, yet I think it in the highefl: degree 
probable, that the ophio-arkite worfhip pre- 
vailed in the region of Colchis. Hence per- 
haps we may venture to conjecture, that .this 
enormous dragon was a ferpentine temple, 
like that of Abury, ereCted in honour of the 
folar deity.. With regard to the legend of 
his having been flain by Diomede, it ferves 
only to fliew the propriety of the fuppofition, 
that, though there may have been a preda- 
tory war between the Greeks and the Ilien- 
fes, yet all Homer’s heroes are purely mytho- 
logical. 

n Qaiocxt; atGonui Tot Aio^^fj, o»t nai vrepi to lottov Trshocyof, 

OTt Tot OtKQVTOt Ctt£ SK t Xtt£Tg e^SoPTU Tfffog ^T,TrjiT£t TOV 

Tzet. in Lycoph. ver 4 630. 

I fhall 
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I fhall now proceed to confider the cha- 
racters of thofe Argonauts, whofe hiftory has 
not yet been examined along with that of 
their leader Jafon. 

The two moft remarkable perfons among 
the followers of jafon are Caftor and Pollux; 
at leaft they are the two, with which the 
prefent Differtation is moft particularly con- 
cerned, becaufe they are ufually known by 
the name of Diofcori, one of the many titles 
of the Cabiri. This circumftance indifput- 
ably proves the connexion of the Argonatitic 
voyage with thofe deities, and confequently 
ferves as an additional proof of its allufton to 
the deluge. With the ufual irregularity of 
ancient mythology, the Diofcori, like moft of 
the other heathen gods, were varioufly mul- 
tiplied. The three eldeft, according to Ci- 
cero, were denominated Anadles ; and were 
fuppofed to be the children of the moft an- 
cient Jupiter and Proferpine. Their names 
were Tritopatreus, Eubuleus, and Dionyjius. 
The two next were Cajior and Pollux , the 
offspring of the third Jupiter and JLeda. The 
three laft were Alco, Melampus, and Emolus ; 
who were the children of Atreus, the fon of 
Pelops, and confequently the brothers of the 
Homeric Agamemnon and Menelaus °. Ci- 

0 Afocrx&fot etiam apud Graios multis modis nominaritur. 

Primi 
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cero calls only the three firft of thefe deities 
Anaftes, but Plutarch gives the fame title to 
Caftor and Pollux p . Paufanias likewife ftyles 
them Anattes j and affigns to them two fons, 
Anaxis, and Mnafinous q . Their Myfteries 
were celebrated by the AmphifTentians, and 
they were eftecmed the fame as the Curetes, 
or Cabiri r . 

As for the word Anak , it is evidently not 
a Grecian, but a Phenician term. It feems 
to be compounded of Ain-Ac, the fountains 
of the Ocean , as the fimilar appellation 'Titan 
is of Tit- Ain, the fountains of the deluge ; and 
it is more than probable, that the fons of 
Anak, whofe prowefs abundantly appears 
from Holy Scripture, were the very fame as 


Primi ires, qui appellantur Anaftes, Athenis ex Jove rege an* 
tiquiffijno et Proferpina nati, Tritopatreua, Eubuleus, Diony- 
iius. Secundi duo Jove tertio nati, et Leda, Caftor et Pollux. 
Tertii dicuntur a nonnullis Aloo, et Melampus, Emolus, Atrei 
filii, qui Pelope natus fuit. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. 
cap. ai. 

p Ti pas tooStws tew* ApccKif vporuyopavStvTtf . Plut. in Vita 
Thefei. 

q Mira J'i Turret Atorxtigwv vao $\ uyetkftu av to* ti xut oi wai* 

«i nr, Apufc xut Mtanws, avv rftrtP at f*t)Ttp*{ 'iXunpa xa* 
4 c»Cn— l» rut Apuktvp—. . Paul*. Corip. p. 161. 

T Aya<n mcu tiXitij* oi Afxftmn Apuxtup xoA ovptmv orathtp* • 
omvif ttrtp 01 Afaxrtq •maths, a xura ravra tfi* ii£h/aivo»* 

afau.ol fttp map Atorxvpvs, oi h Ko v gurus, oi h «A«oi» r» tmra&at 

»o/*i§9KTif, KaStigovs toyua i. Pauf. Phac. p. 896. 

vol. 11. p the 
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the Titans, the Minyae*, or the Noachidae. 
The author of the book of JoJhua indeed, ac- 
* cording to our prefent tranflation, apparently 
reprefents Anak as a Canaanite, and men- 
tions his three fons Shefhai, Ahiman, and 
Talmai *; but it is evident, that the title of 
Anakim was not confined to thefe three alone, 
for the fame author fpeaks of them, as Mofes 
had done before him, as a nation u . Anak 
in fad;, like 'Titan, fignifies a diluvian ; and 
the Anak k»t was Noah: accordingly 

wfc are informed by Aufonius x , that Pbanae 
was one of the names of Bacchus; and hence 
Bent- Anak, or the children of the dilution, 
was latterly the appellation, not of a private 
family, but of a whole people y . The verfe 
therefore, in which Shefhai, Ahiman, and^ 
Talmai, are mentioned, ought to be tranf* 
lated as follows ; “ And Caleb drove thence 

8 When I fpeak of the fcriptural Anakim being the fame 
as the Titans, or Minyae, I mean, not the original Titans or 
Minyae, but their foJUrity. Hence, the Titans, that is the Ti- 
tanic defeendants, are very properly faid by the Sibyl to have 
been concerned in the building of Babel. 

* Joih. xv. 14. 

n Jofh. ». 22. and xiv. 12. — Numb, xiii. 28, — Dent, 
ii. 10. 

x Aufon. Epig. 30. 

y The fame, mode of designating their tribes dill prevails 
among the Arabs. See Niebuhr's Travels* 

“ three 
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* ( three fons (i. e. three of the children) of 
“ Anak, (or the diluvian ) eyen Shefhai, Ahi- 
“ man, and Talmai, children of Anak : ” in- 
Head of, “ And Caleb drove thence the three 
“ fons of Anak , — the children of Anak.” Ac- 
cordingly, if we recur to the original, we lhall 
find that it reads “'ll rTOlV© “ three fons,” 
not ’’33 rTCTlSttn “ the three fons 2 .” Mr. 
Bryant fuppofes, and I think very jullly, that 
the Gentile appellation Phenix is merely the 
compound term Ph'Anak: but, however 
this may be, it is at lead evident, that the 
Anakim were by no means confined to the 
land of Canaan. Some of their colonies mi- 
grated into Greece, moll probably in con- 
junction with the Cadmonites and Hermon- 
ites i and their reputation for valour Hood 
lo high, that their Gentile title Anak or Anax 
was adopted into the language of the Helle- 
nes, and the fignification of king annexed to 
it. Hence we find, that their name very 
frequently occurs in the hillory and mytho- 
logy of Greece. Thus Paufanias mentions, 
that the Phliafians had a temple called Anac- 
toron, in which was kept a chariot reported 
to have belonged to Pelops ; and that they 

z The fame mode of ex predion is accurately preserved by 
the author of the book of Judges. See Judg. i. 20. 

p 2, pre- 
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preferved a tradition of a very ancient king 
Aras t whom they believed to have been con- 
temporary with Prometheus the fon of Iape- 
tus a . Anaftoron was the temple of Anak- 
Tor, the diluvian bull ; Aras is a mere per- 
sonification of Ares, the Sun ; and Pelops, 
who is fo confpicuoufly, introduced into the 
my flic rites of the Ana6tes, is a Similar per- 
sonification of P’El-Op, the divine ferpent. 
Accordingly, he is reprefented as being the 
father of Atreus, from whom fprung the 
third race of Diofcori, confiding of Alco, Me- 
lampus, and Emolus. Atreus is Adar-As, 
the illufirious god of fire b ; Alco is Al-Con, 
the divine folar priefi ; Melampus c is M’El- 
Am-Bus', the great folar bull ; and Emolus is 
Am - El, the burning Sun. Paufanias alio no- 
tices a colony from Corinth, where fo many 
arkite memorials were preferved, which called 
themfelves AnaSlorii d ; and he further alferts, 


a yotg npopv$ei yt vsffSat Tp Iatwirov xctrct rot avrot ^o- 

tov Quait Apottru.— Tov £g Atoutrogov xxXoviaspov ra opofta Ili- 

Ao7ro$ fcgfAct, Myovffi* uvaxeioSou. Pauf. Corinth, p. 143 * 

b Perhaps Atreus may be the Atri of the Hindoos. See In- 
ftit. of Menu, p. 5. and Afiatic Ref. vol. iii. p. m. in whic^ 
Atri is faid to have travelled into the Weft. 

c Melampus was fuppofed to have firft introduced the Phal- 
lic worfhip into Greece. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 366. note d» 
d — AvotxTopovq aiFotxbvs KopuSw* orr*?— . Pauf. i. Eliac 
p. 437. It may not b improper to obferve, that this colony 

was 
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that, during the reign of the autochthon 
Anak, and his fon Afterius, the whole region 
of Miletus bore the title of AnaSloria It is 
obfervable, that AJierius is the very name, by 
which the Cretan Taurus, Italus, Talus, or 

was feated in Acarnania, the ancient land of the Curetes, 
AKtxT&ffG*, Axaptocnas *• t. X. Steph. Byzan. p. 127. 

c avroi roiah ret affiettoretla 'rfwr *pctt Xiyowir* m 

ytpsat (At* fa AvetKTopar jtatet&ai rw yup, Apotxrtf vi avro%$o*o{ xa i 
Ariptov PettrtXt vorroq rev Ateturoq. Pauf. Achaic. p« jj 2 4 * I* is 
worthy of notice, that Delos, which was fuppofed to have been 
once a floating ifland, and which was famed for the worfhip of 
Latona, Apollo, and Diana, was formerly called AJlcria . (Non- 
ni Dionyf. lib. xxxiii. p. 552. — Anton. Liber. Met. cap. xxxv- 
— Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 4.) According to Hyginus, Afte- 
ria was the daughter of Titan, and was metamorphofed by Ju- 
piter firft into a quail, and afterwards into a floating ifland. 
(Hyg. Fab. 53.) The fame ftory is related by Tzetzes, who 
further adds, that Afteria was the After of Latona. (Tzet. in 
Lycoph. ver. 401.) This Afteria, who is defcribed as the 
daughter of Titan, or the diluvian , and who is feigned to have 
been metamorphofed into a floating ifland, is merely As-Tora, 
the arkite heifer of the filar Noah. Accordingly, as the Ark was 
denominated Afteria , fo the god of the Ark was called AJierius 
or Taurus . Heftod agrees with Tzetzes in making Afteria the 
After of Latona $ but he fuppofes her to have efpoufed Perfes, 
and to have received from Jupiter the higheft honours amidft 
the ftars of heaven. (Hef. Theog. ver. 409.) Here we find, 
that Afteria is the Moon no lefs than the Ark whence ftie is 
reprefented as the confort of Perfes, or the Sun. YUpcrjp rev 
fay*. Schol. in loc. Afteria in (hort is raanifeftly the fame 
as the Phenician AftartS. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 103. 

P 3 Ju- 
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Jupiter, was defignated f ; and we are in- 
formed by Lycophron, that his temple was 
called AnaSioron : 

A iktcuov ets A veutTOpov, 

AoLfiaQra, Kfnfrtis A <?epa <r^T*iXciTt 1 ff. 

nor lhall we be furprifed at this coincidence, 
when we. find,*that the Cretans were fup- 
pofed to have eftabliflied a colony at Mile- 
tus \ There was a town likewife called 
Anace in Achaia ' ; and part of the Athenian 
tribe of Hippothoon was denominated Ana- 
c}a k . 

The accounts, which are given of the birth 
of Caftor and Pollux, are by no means uni- 
form. The moft common ftory is, that Le- 
da, the wife of Tyndarus, was debauched by 
Jupiter in the form of a {wan, while at the 
fame time Ihe cohabited with her hufband. 
In eonfequence of this {he produced two eggs ; 
out of the tfirft of which proceeded Pollux 
and Helena, who were the children of Jupi- 
ter ; and out of the fecond, Caftor and CJy- 

f Vide fupra vol. i. p. 404. 

* Lyc. Caff. ver. 1300. 

h Pauf. Achaic. p. 524. . 

* ApotxJiy Steph. Byzan. . 

* A fccKoacc, fafAQg tjj $ *l 7 nro$ewT 4 $Qf Ibid* 

temneftra. 
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temneftra, who were the' offspring of Tynda- 
rus 1 . Heflod however, according to the fcho- 
liaft upon Pindar, makes both Caftor and 
Pollux to be the fons of Jupiter ; and aflerts, 
that Helena was his daughter, by one of the 
nymphs of the Ocean m . - The fcholiaft upon 
Aratus mentions only one egg, which pro- 
duced the Diofcori and Helena \ This I ap- 
prehend to have been the original number, 
the addition of the fecond egg being a fubfe- 
quent corruption. But the primitive fable 
ieems to have been moft accurately preferved 
by Tzetzes. He informs us, that Jupiter, 
having changed himfelf into a fwan, enjoyed, 
in that lhape, the perfon of Nemefis, daugh- 
ter of Oceanus 0 . She produced an egg, and 


1 Germno ovo dicit refpiciens ad cygnum. Duo enim ova pe*< 
perifle dicitur Leda, alterum ex Jove, fub fpecie cygni, ex quo 
nati funt Pollux et Helena ; alterum ex Tyndaro, ex quo Caf- 
tor et Clytemneftra. Schol. in Horat. de Art. Poet. 

m O fit* H<noJb? appottget Aw? uvea art Atj^a? an 

'StfA.tcrtui tvjv aXKoc, SvyctTtgce Zbttxvx (Svyxrpo;) text 

Am. Schol. in Find. Nem. x. ver. 1 50. The fenfe (hews, 
that SvyuTgos ought to be inferted between fixiaia and xa», 
though it does not appear in the Scholia. 

“ Kara tov? ttotoot/? ufj^Xnat Ni/umw?, xant <h move A^j^V ix Ji 
T9? A Tf)f *EXi> 9 > ymerSeu, xeu rovq Awo’xot^of? tv uu htyovcu 

Schol. in Aral. Phaen. p. 38. 

0 According to the author of the Cyprian verfes, Nemefis 
changed herfetf into a fifh, in order that (he might efcape the 
embraces of Jupiter. — Athen. Deipnof. lib. viii. p. 334. This 
- . - ' p 4 fable 
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left it in a marlh ; where a ihepherd found 
it, and brpught it to Leda. That princels 
carefully preferred it in an ark; and, in due 
lealon, Helena, Caftor, and Pollux, iflued from 
it p . The fame ftory is related by the fcho- 
liaft upon Callimachus, who adds, that the 
circumltance happened at Rhamnus in At- 
tica q . Tzetzes alio mentions, that iome my- 
thologies feigned, that Jupiter metamor- 
phofed himfelf into a ftar ; and in that form 
begot the Diofcori, and Helena r . 

Thefe feveral fables appear to me to admit 
of a very ealy explanation. Perhaps the; beft 

fable ferves to point out to us the relation, which the hiftoiy 
of Nemefis bears to the deluge. 

P Zivf yag o/AOHtS ug xvxtu ppypvrat, N tpsati ri j flxexuov Svyargt, 
IK X*!** «s ccvtijs *H $e Tixowra vop, tn ru 

sAfii fitirro xctrfaum. Tleipw h ivgw, v® Avi$f xo/i»£it* h h haptUx* 
Sc^iwj, Xgotv h ru xaSrjxom, EXcw? ytvvarou ex Ttf 

ip vq that Trauma v A avir^t. Tins $e xett Karopa x*» IIoAt/h&- 
xpjp bk m av r« (p*<n> uov ytptr,^r,pai. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 88. 

*P afAfovi Amxjjf, ep$ac r t) N tfxtcu o Ztvq <?vttxa$hivh&i»* 

ins stsxsp uovf oxtg evpovaa i Aq$ct iStp/jtetpg, xai *£& aht rove Awa- 
xovfQvs xai Schol. in Call. Hymn, ad Dian. ver. 232. 

See alfo Apoliod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9. and Pauf. Achaic. 
P- 533 - 

* AAAok & rum evppv ingix otf, on b Ztvq ar«p* sixar8i*$, xoti pu- 
Ayl'ct, K »fop» xat IloPw&vxyy ymu,' vrqgop h dTu>s, uq 

rw *EAs»u r. Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 88. . Laftantius fays, that 
Leda and Nemefis are the fame perfon, which I am rather in- 
clined to doubt. Leda Nemefis. Laft. de Fad. Rel. lib. i. 
cap. 21. 

com- 
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commentary upon them is a tradition pre- 
ferved by Hyginus, which has already been 
noticed in a former part of the prefent work. 
An egg of a vaft fize is faid to haVe fallen 
from heaven into the river Euphrates, and to 
have been rolled by filhes to the bank. Upon 
it perched a dove s ; and out of it at length 
proceeded that Venus, who was afterwards 
called the Syrian goddefs *. Mr. Bryant thinks, 
that this egg was the Ark ; but I cannot help 
doubting the propriety of fuch a fuppofition. 
In almoft every oriental cofmogony, the egg 
was a fymbol of the world ; and fuch I take 
it to be in the prefent cafe. The circum- 
ftance therefore of its being rolled to land by 
-fifties alludes to its emerging out of the dilu- 
vian waters ; and the fable of Venus ifluing 
from it feems only to mean, that the Ark at 
length became vifible, after having been long 
concealed in the midft of fogs and clouds, and 
after having been buried as it were in the bo- 
fbm of the vaft: deep u . 


8 So Ampelius reads, and not doves in the plural, like Hygi- 
nus. Dicitur et in Euphrate fluvio ovum pifcis in ora flumi- 
nis columba afledifle dies plurimOs, et exclufifle deam benignam 
et mifericordem. Amp. cap. 2. 

* Hyg. Fab. 197.— Vide fupra vol. i. p. 81, 82. 

* u For the reafon why the' Ark, and the Noetic family, were 
placed in the fabulous Hades, though in reality they floated 
upon the furface of the waters, vide fupra voL i. p. 230. The 

Cabi- 
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If wc apply this tradition to the hiftory of 
the Diofeori, we fhall find it a very fatisfac- 
tory folution of their allegorical genealogy. 
Nemefis fignifies vengeance ; and relates, I ap- 
prehend, like the name Styx, to the vengeance 
of God upon an impenitent world. But, this 
vengeance, while it deftroyed the ancient 
'globe of the earth, produced a fecond. mun- 
dane egg, the renovated poftdiluvian World. 
And this fecond mundane egg may be me- 
taphorically faid to have been contained in 
the Ark ; inafmuch as the Ark, by compre- 
hending within its womb the Noetic family 
and all kinds of animals,' which were the ru- 
diments of the new world, virtually compre- 
hended the new world itfelf*. This feems 


Cabiric cave of the Phigalenfian Ceres was another emblem of 
the great central mundane cavity ; and the portion of the god- 
defs within it is exa£tly equivalent to the pofuion of Venus 
within the egg.— Vide fupra p. 14. 

x Both this opinion, and the leading idea which pervades the 
whole of the prefent work, is remarkably confirmed by the fecond 
of the Indian Avatar, which, according to Sir Wm. Jones, re- 
lates to the hiftory of the deluge. In this Avatar, Vilhnou ap- 
pears incarnate in the Ihape of a boar, trampling .under his feet 
the derapn Hayagriva, who is finking beneath the waves of the 
fea. Upon his tufks he fupports a lunette, within the curva- 
ture of which is a jrcprefenrtation of the earth, embellifhed with 
trees, mountains, and ckies. (See the print, Maurices HHt. 
of Hind- voh i.J This lunette, I doubt not, is the lunar Ark $ 
and the world is placed within it, for precifely the fame neaion, 

. ’ \ that 
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to be the whole that is meant by the fable of 
Leda’s placing the egg of Nemefis in an ark, 
where it remained till it was hatched; when 
the Diofcori and their filler Helena iiTued 
from the Ark, in which they had been con- 
fined y . As for Leda, I am perfuaded, that 
Ihe is no other than Mylitta, the Aflyrian. 
Venus * ; both their titles fpringing equally 
from Mileda % the goddefs of generation . The 


that Leda is feigned to have placed the mundane egg within 
an ark. The fymbol of a lunette, or an ark Ihaped like a 
crefcent, was ufed in the myftical interment of Ofiris, which, 
as I have already foewn, fignified nothing more than the en- 
trance of Noah into his veiTel. To h «* raw tayoptvout 
Onpdof ratpaif rtfJLVorta xarecantva^ovtn Aa pmxa pw Plut. 
de Hid. p. 368. As for the demon Hayagriva, he is evidently 
the fame as the Egyptian Typhon, a mere perfonlficatian of 
the deluge, from the dreadful ravages of which the Ark was 
preferved by the benign care of providence, till the earth 
emerged from beneath the waters. 

y Neocles of Crotona averted, that the egg, out of which 
Helena was produced, fell from the moon. N«o*a»k 0 Kpor^u*- 

T»j5 tft) cm ro ciAijiuc vrurtif to *or, *£A«*i it 

Athen. Deipnof. lib. ii. p. 57. This notion evidently arofe 
from the joint worth ip of the moon and the Ark, when the two 
great fuperftitions were united. 

* Herod, lib. i. cap. 13 1. 

* or Nrn^lO. Hercules Miletus, concerning whoit 
the old Iriih writers fey fo much, fee ms to be Noah the gene* 
rator. MHetus is the Tnafeuline of Melitta or Mileda ; and 
both terms equally allude to the phallic worihip. 

. - name 
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name of her hufband Tyndarus is probably a 
contraction of Tinin-Adar, the illujirious Jjh ; 
while Rhamnus, the place where Nemefis re- 
ceived the embraces of Jupiter, was fo called 
from Ram-Nus, the lofty Noah h . Caftor is 
Ga-As-Tor, the illujirious folar bull ; Pollux, 
or, as the word is properly written. Polydeu- 
ces, is Bola-Dag, the lordly fjh ; and Helena 
feems to have derived her name from El-Ain, 
the folar fountain of heat. The ftory of Jupi- 
ter’s changing himfelf into a ftar was probably 
invented, after the introduction of the Sabian 
fuperftition ; and it is evidently conneded 
with the two Itars, which are ufually depided 
over the heads of the Diofcori c . Fulgentius 
makes even Saturn himfelf the fon of Pollux d ; 
nor lhall we wonder at this circumftance, 
when we confider, that Pollux, Saturn, and 

b Hence R bamnujta became a title of Rhea, Venus, Ifis, Pro- 
ferpine, or Hecate 5 all of which are only different perfonifica- 
tions of the Ark, Apul. Metam. lib. xi. cited above vol. i. 

P- 147 ^ - 

c Should the reader be difpofed to adopt the theory of Mr, 
Whifton, that a comet was the natural caufe of the deluge, the 
ftar of Jupiter and the Diofcori will remind him of the falling 
ftar, which the Phenician Aftarte is faid to have beheld in the 
courfe of her travels. — Vide, fupra vol. i. p. 82. note z. 

d Satumus Poliucis filius Opis maritus. Fulg. MythoL 
lib. i. cap. 2. 

Jupi- 
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Jupiter are equally the folar Noah, and that 
their fuppofed defcent from each other is a 
mere genealogical repetition. 

The Diofcori are generally reprefented on 
horfeback, and Caftor is fuppofed to have 
particularly excelled iri the equeftrian art. 
This, like raoft other fables of the fame na- 
ture, is founded upon a perverfion of the 
facred term Hiph , or Hippa. Hence it was 
believed, that their horfes were given to them 
by Neptune®. It is a curious circumftance, 
that the worlhip of the equeftrian Diofcori is 
not unknown in Hindoftan ; and it is parti- 
cularly worthy of obfcrvation, that the gene- 
alogy there afligned to them ferves to lhew, 
how widely the fymbol of the horfe was dif- 
fufed, and how clofely the worlhip of the 
Patriarch was united with that of the Sun, 
and the worlhip of the Ark' with that of the 
Moon. 

“ Among the legends concerning the tranf- 
“ formation of Devi, or <J>u<r<f voXvfiopQog," 
fays Captain Wilford, “ we find a wild aftro- 
■* nomical tale in the Nafatya Sanbita, or hiftory 
“ of the Indian Cajior and Pollux. In one of 

her forms, it feems, Ihe appeared as Prabha, 

? Neptunum autem pari confilip muner&fle ; nam equos his, 
quibus utuntur, donavit. Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. a a. 

“ or 
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“ or light, and affirmed the fhape of Afwini, 
“ or a mare , which is the firft of the lunar 
“ manfions. The Sun approached her in 
“ the form of a horfe, and he no fooner had 
“ touched her noftrils with his, than lhe con- 
“ ceived the twins, who, after their birth, 
“ were called Afwini- Cumarau , or the two 
“font of Afuoini. Being left by their parents, 
?* who knew their deftiny, they were adopted 
“ by Brahma, who intrufted them to the care 
“ of his fon Dacfha ; and under that fage 
“ preceptor, they learned the whole Ayurve- 
“ da, or Jyftem of medicine. In their early age, 
** they travelled over the world, performing 
“ wonderful cures on gods and men ; and 
“ they are generally painted on horfeback, in 
“ the forms of beautiful youths, armed with 
“ javelins. At firft, they refided on the, Cula 
mountains near Colchi f ; but Indra, whom 
“ they had inftrucfted in the fcience of heal- 
“ ing, gave them a ftation in Egypt near the 
“ river Cali, and their new abode was from 
“ them called Afwifthan. — According to fome 
“ authorities, one of them had the name of 
“ Afuoin, and the other of Cumar ; one of 
“ Nafatya, the other of Dafra : but, by the 


f This affords another proof of the connection between the 
Hindoos and Colchians. • 


« better 
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“ better opinion, thofe appellations are to be 
“ ufed in the dual number, and applied to 
“ them both. They are alfo called Afwana - 
“ fail, becaufe their mother conceived them 
“ by her noftrils ; but they are confidered as 
“ united To intimately, that each feems either, 
“ and they art often held to be one indivi- 
“ dual deity. As twin brothers, the two 
Dafras, or Cumaras, are evidently the Diof- 
“ cori of the Greeks ; but, when reprefented 
" as an individual, they feem to be Efeulapius, 
*■* which my Pandit fuppofes to be Afwiculapa, 
“ or chief of the race of Afwi. That epithet 
“ might indeed be applied to the Sun ; and 
“ Efeulapius, according to fome of the weft- 
ern mythologifts, was a form of the Sun 
“ himfelf. The adoption of the twins by 
“ Brahma, whofe favourite bird was the phe- 
“ nicopteros, which the Europeans changed 
“ into a fwan s , may have given rife to the 
“ fable of Leda ; but we cannot wonder at 
** the many diverfities in the old mythologi- 
“ cal fyftem, when we find in the Puranas 


* Both Eratofthcnes and Hyginus leem uncertain whether 
the bird of Leda was really a fwan. o£ro$ m* $ xaXov/xt- 
y. tyotf, o» xvxpf uxa^ov&t.—*. r, A. Erat. Cataf. a Hunc 
Graeci hvkw appellant, quern com plu res, propter ignotam illius 
hiftoriam, communi genere avium optr appellaverunt. Hyg. 
Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap. 8. 

“ them- 
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“ themfelves very different genealogies of the 
** fame divinity, and very different accounts 
** of the fame adventure fc .” 

The Diofcori then, being Hippian or ark- 
ite gods, are, like the Cabiri, invariably repre- 
fented as favourable to navigators. According 
to Hyginus, the privilege of faving mariners 
from florms at fea was conferred upon them 
by Neptune * ; and both Strabo and Arrian 
agree in celebrating them as the protestors of 
feamen k . This imaginary influence, which 
they were fuppofed to poffefs over the tern- 

1 Wilfard on Egypt.— -Afiat. Ref. vol. iii. p. 168. Accord- 
$ng to Tacitus, the Diofcori Caftor and Pollux were worfhipped 
among the ancient Germans. He does not indeed mention 
their connexion with horfes 3 but, which is a little remarkable, 
he fpeaks of them, exa&ly in the Hindoo ftyle, as being fome- 
times two, and fometimes one. The Germans denominated 
them Aids, which may poffibly be a contra £tion of Al-Ochi, 
tie gods of tbe ocean. A pud Naharvalos antiquae religionis lu- 
cus oftenditur. Praefidet facerdos mulfebri omatu, fed dm 'in- 
terpretatione Romana Caflorem Pollucemque memorant. Ejus 
numinis nomen Aids. Nulla fimulacra, nullum peregrin® fuper- 
ftitionis veftigium. Ut fratres tamen, ut juvdnes venerantur. 
Tac. de Mor. Germ. cap. 43. 

1 Neptunum autem pari confilio muner&fle ; nam ■■■■■■ dedit 
poteftatem naufragis faluti efle. Hyg. Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. 
cap. 22. 

b Tovf h Aiwx ovfotx Birifutyraq ttj; BakaurffriS Xtyfiipau, xct$ 

rnwnqat* ran ‘jrTxorrm. Strab. Geog. lib. i. p. 48. O t ^t«r Akxt- 

Tot? •xanct'Xov tpapysif tyamfrai* xa^tpemrr 

-mfef ymnxi. Arrian. Perip. Pont. £ux. p. 134. 

peftuQus 
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peftuous ocean, is beautifully defcribed by 
Horace among the Latins, and by Homer 
among the Greeks. 

Dicam et Alciden, puerofque Ledae, 

Hunc equis, ilium fuperare pugnis 
Ndbilem ; quorum fimul alba nautis 
Stella refullit, 

' Defluit faxis agitatus humor j 
Concidunt venti ; fugiuntque nubes j 
Et minax (lie Di voluere) ponto 
Unda recumbit 

Alcides’ labours, and fair Leda’s twins. 
Fam’d for the rapid race, for wreftling fam’d. 
Shall grace the fong j foon as whofe ftar benign 
Through the fierce tempeft (hines ferene. 

Swift from the rocks down foams the broken 
furge, ' 

: Hulh’d fall the winds, the driving clouds dif- 
perfe. 

And all the threatening waves, fo will the gods, 
Smooth fink upon the peaceful deep. 

Francis. 

' Karepet imro&tfiov, xcu etfiaptfr ev ITflAvJWfi*, 

'Surtiqa* rexe ireuJkf erixS’oviav etyS’^uyruv, 
Slxwreqav re year, ere <nrtp%unv cuKKcu 
XflfMjjlCU KttTCt Tronov (tfJLtlhrXfiV " 

1 Hor. lib. i. Ode 12. 

VOL. II. Q — ti 
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tl S e^euTriv^r effitutfruv 

Xeu&yri msfuryim Si eu3-y>oe cufyurref 
At rriKct, S etpyetheav ave/xav KttTewtuxrcLV cuXtos, 
Kv/mcto, S' erogerctv Xevxtif «tAo? tv irthctyttm 
N ametn m . 

The Hippian Caftor, and in arms renown’d 
The blamelefs Pollux* to Olympian Jove 
Fair Leda bore. Thefe, when the foaming waves 
In mountains rife, urg’d by the wintery blaft. 
Protection to the mariner afford. 

Soon as they come, winnowing the buxom air 
With golden pinions, ftraight the burly winds 
Ate hufh’d in filence ; and the wild uproar, 

Of breakers dafhing on the whiten’d beach. 

Is heard no longer. 

Montfaucon mentions a curious monu- 
ment dug up near Efte, reprefenting a vow 
performed to the Diofcori, by Argenidas the 
fon of Ariftogenidas ; in confequence, as one 
might imagine, of his having efcaped the pe- 
rils of fhip wreck. The deities are carved 
Handing upon a pedeftal, while Argenidas is 
offering to them two paterae upon an altar, 
the lower part of which exhibits a hog in 
bafs- relief. In the back ground is a dif- 
mafted veflel floating . upon the waves ; and 
upon the land are four naked figures, which 


m Horn. Hymn, ad Diofcor. 
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appear to have juft emerged from the water. 
Behind them is an Anacion, or temple of the 
AnaSies-Diofcori, as we may conclude from 
the Greek letters KEION yet remaining ; and 
over the head of Argenidas is a ferpent. The 
monument has fo much fuffered by the inju- 
ries of time, that the features both of the 
deities and their votary are entirely oblite- 
rated 

The hog, which here makes its appearance,, 
is one of the arkite emblems, as is fufficiently 
evident from the hiftories of Adonis, Ofiris, 
and the Vara Avatar ; and the ferpent is 
merely the accuftomed fymbol of the Sun, 
Hence we find, that, in allufion to the folar 
worfhip, the charioteers of Caftor and Pollux 
were called Amphittu and Telchius 0 ; the firft 
of which names is Am-Phi, the oracular Sun ; 
while the lecond is a corruption of Tel-Chin, 
the priefl of the folar deity. The maritime 
Diofcori in fine were the fame as the Pheni- 
cian Pata'ici j whence, no doubt from an idea 
of their being propitious deities, the fhip, in 
which St. Paul failed from Melita, was de- 


n Supplera. to Montfaucons Antiq. p. 103. 

0 — Amphito et Telchio, Caftoris ac Pollucis aurigis. Plin. 
Nat. Hift. lib. yi. cap. 5. 

q 2, corated 
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COrated with the figures of Caftor and Pol- 
lux 

I have obferved, that the ftatues of the 
eight great Gods of Egypt were placed in a 
fmall floating ifland, near Buto; which feems 
to have been defigned, as a fort of reprefen- 
tation of the Ark containing the Noetic Og- 
doad. A fimilar cuftom prevailed with re- 
fpe<ft to the Diofcori. The Thalamatians 
maintained, that they were bom in a fmall 
ifland on the coaft of Laconia, not larger than 
a rock, which was denominated Pephntu ; 
and their brazen ftatues, each of about a foot 
in length, were placed there in the open air q . 
The name Pepbnus, or P’lph-Nus, the Hipb 
of Noah , fufficiently points out the original 
idea, that was attached to the ifland. 

One of the moil remarkable circumftances 
in the mythological hiftory of Caftor and Pol- 
lux is their alternate death and revivification. 
According to the fcholiaft upon Pindar, they 
carried off by force Hilai'ra and Phebe, who 


• p Afts xxviii. ii. 

* TltQpos sm Su'Kao’crvi' vgoxttr ol\ $t m rpctf tup pryaXvr ov 

Iletprof xai tccvtv to o vofia, tv rctv&a T8( A iocnta~ 

povs <pa,(riv o! ©ocXapLocTUh* rovlo fxtv h xct\ A bxfjMPot tv acrfia. T» o»£ht 
tiirovTa. — *Ey txvtv tv wA ccyottyatTot Atocrxijpuv %a\xx, (AtytSoq 
IV V7T0U$gU TVS *V<?As *fl». Pauf. LaCOZl. p, 2 ^ 6 . 

were 
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were previoufly betrothed to Idas and Lyn- 
ceus ; and whofe parents were Leucippus, 
and Philodice the daughter of Inachus r . Idas 
and Lynceus, refenting the injury done to 
their brides, attacked the twin brothers ; and 
Pollux remained the only lurvivor of the bat- 
tle \ The {lory however is related fomewhat 
differently both by Apollonius, and Pindar. 
According to thefe writers, the quarrel arofe 
relpedting the divifion of a booty confifting of 
oxen ; but its confequences were equally fa- 
tal to Caftor, Idas, and Lynceus 1 . Pollux, 
grieved at the death of his brother, obtained 
from Jupiter the privilege, that they lhould 
alternately live and die. 

Merctf^stCofisvoi ma,X- 

CtUeqctV TCtV [&SV TTCt^et, 7T0LTQI QiXu 


T Atvxiirirov it kou t*j$ Svyxrsgss tytforro, 

etpa Ktxi Totvr at apsraaam? $yv>{ACip Aiocrx^ot. Appllod. 

Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9. It is remarkable, that the third daugh- 
ter of Leucippus was called Arfinod j a name, which was alfo 
bellowed upon the arkite Venus, (Strab. GeOg. lib. xvii. 
p. 800.) and Which fee ms to be a corruption of Baris-Noe. 
This Arlinoe was believed by fome ; to be the mother of Efcu- 
lapius, (Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 9.) whofe connexion with 
the Diofcori, in the mythology both of Greece and Hindoftan, 
has been already pointed out. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 99, and 
vol. ii. p. 223. 

• Schol. in Pind. Nem. x. ver* 112. 

* Apollod. Bibl., lib. iii. cap. 10. 

.!>»■ Q3 An 
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Am vt fimeu, retv S’ vrt Ktu&tcri yui- 
*s, tv yvetXaun Qepcmvetf, 

HoTfiov «tyC7rwA«mf opoiov. Et « 

Turov, irafiirav S’tof tft- 
fttvett, otxeiv r Xt>ctvu, 

EiAer’ uiavci, QS’tftsvv n.cXv&vx.yf 
Ke^o^or » moXtfjou. 

Tov yct(> I^W, I Qxnv «*>? x c ^ u ~ 

S'e/f, trpatrtv %eeA>tf<tf Xoyx&S ot‘X/^*' 

Ktto Tavyera zst^cuj- 

yet^av i&v Avyxtve tyvof tv TeAi^n 
H/jotvov. Keiva y«p tmx&ovtav 
Tleurrav ytver o^yrctrov 

OfJtfLCt' 1 . 

~ With conftant interchange, the valiant pair 
One day in high Olympus live, the next 
In the dark realms of Hell. Fraternal love 
Produced this wonderful viciflitude : 

For generous Pollux willingly refign’d 
Half of his birth-right, immortality, 

That haplefs Caftor might again enjoy 
The light of Phebus. Him Item Idas flew. 
When dire contention for the lowing herd 
Between them rag’d, -as in a hollow, oak 
Secure he. fat ; but eagle-figbted Lyneeus 
. Efpied the chief, and to his brother Ihew’d him. 

This conteft refpedting the oxen is only a re- 
petition of the flory of the Teleboap, and al- 


n Pind. Nem, x. ver. ioj. 


hides, 
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hides, like the rape 1 of Phebe and Hilaira, to 
the war between the votaries of the two great 
fuperftitions : while the defeent of the Diof- 
cori into the infernal regions, and their re- 
turn from them into the realms of day, feems 
to be a yet further corruption of the fable of 
the death and revival of Ofiris ; or, in, other 
words, the confinement of the patriarch with- 
in the gloom of the Ark, and his fubfequent 
reftoration to the light of heaven. 

I hfeiVe mentioned a tradition, that the an- 
cient Orchofnenians were excellent horfe- 
men y . This notion arofe from the ftory of 
ErginuS having overcome the Thebans in an 
equeftrian battle k ; a legend, the whole of 
which is apparently founded upon a mifcon- 
ception of the terms Orchomenus, ‘Theha, and 
Hippa. Hence we find, that Erginus, who 
was fuppofed to have been the foh of Nep- 
tune, is faid to have joined the Argonautic 
expedition, along with his two brothers An- 
cfcus, and Polyphemus, or, as he is termed by 
Pindar, Euphemus. 

* The union of the two fuperftitions, as I have already ob- 
ferved, was frequently defcribed under the allegory of a rape. 

y Vide fupra p. 183. 

* Aptroi h iwwucot o» Op%opcmoi. Bpynos Ima QyGuiovg m- 

xvrctg, Qopa uttotiXik avrovg nhtvSifuartp. Tzet. 

in Lycoph. ver. 874. 

Q 4 — T cu- 



Digitized by i^ooQle 



33 » 


A DISSERTATION 


— — T atvapov etc iepav 
EtrtpctfMf «A B'uv, vtof 'It- 
T&fpp Yloereifcwvos, ttvafc, 

Toy vtor E vpanra, Titvh <9 ’yyur^ 

T ikts Katyio-u V3&(> ox&eut a . 

To the laft of thefe three Tons of Neptune 
Apollonius afcribes the fame power of walk- 
ing upon the* waves, as that which Orion was 
imagined to have poflefled. : 

Tetiva^ov euu r trt rouri Xorav IloXu^iptef ixctvs, 
Tov pet YlpretSaavi jaoSaxeie<?«Toy a,Xt^uv , 

Eupu7ni Tirvoto pieyacQ-evsof tsxs xypy. 

Keivos ctmi^ xeu tovth sti yXcwxoio S'eetrxev 
OiSfutTos, ovSs S’oovc f&eiTtTev vioclctf, «AA V e«r 

Ct,X(>0lf 

l%vt<ri Teyfofisvof Slept t ©e<pe^« xeX svS'tu. 

K at S' a?Xu Svo tsetiSs HoceiSuotivof ixovro’ 

Hto< 6 fJLtv zsloXteS’pov ay corn MtXtfroto 
N«r!p<o9-£«- Epyiyof, 6 S' lpJopeuruie $Sos 
Ua.^S’fvifif A yxatos vrepGtof Wops S' apUpu 
'H (MV vcu/riXirif tjS' ctpsos tvy/nouno b . , 

From Tenarus, that yawns with gulph pro- 
fpund, , 

Euphemus came, for rapid race renowq’d. 

By Neptune forc’d, Europa gave him birth, 
Daughter to Tityus, hugeft fon of earth. 


* Pind. Pyth. iv. ver. 78. 
b Apoll. Argon, lib. i. Yer. 179. 

Whene’er 
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Whene’er he fkimm’d along the watery plain. 
With feet unbath’d he fwept the furging main. 
Scarce brulh’d the furface of the briny dew, 

And light along the liquid level flew. 

Two other Tons of Neptune join’d the hoft. 

This from Miletus c on the Ionian coafl: 

Erginus nam’d, but that from Samos came, 
Juno’s lov’d ifle, Audits was his name ; 
Illuftrious chiefs, and both renown’d afar 
For the joint arts of failing or of war. 

Fawkes. 

I am inclined to think, that, in this tradition 
of Neptune and his three Ions, we once, more 
recognize the great patriarch and his triple 
offspring. Neptune accordingly is defcribed 
as the confort of Europa d , whom we have 
already leen to be the fame mythological 

c The reader will recoiled, that the whole region of Mile- 
tus was once called Ana&oria, from the helio-diluvian worfbip 
there edablifhed. Vide fupra p. 213. 

d I have dated, that the continent of Europe did not receive 
its name from Europa, but from the worflup of Eur-Qp, $$ 
Jolar ferpent. Vide fupra vol. Lp. 180. note u. It is proper 
however to obferve, that feveral authors, fuch as Col. Valian- 
c ey, M. Court de Gebelin, and Signor Anton. Vieyra, fuppofe 
Europe to have been fo called from its weftern fltuation. rnp 
fignifies the Weft 3 and it was indifferently pronounced Gbarb t 
Gbarv , Harb, Warb , Erb , Erab, Europ. In a fimilar manner, 1 
the name, by which the Irilh defignate Europe, is varioufly 
written Aorp, Eorp, Orb, Earb , Arb, Orp. See Vallancey s Vind. 
of Anc. Hid. of Ireland, p. 30$. dt infra. ; 

cha- 
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character as Ifis, Aftart£, or the Ark, Apol- 
lonius and Pindar make her the daughter of 
Tityus, who was efteemed the largeft of all 
the progeny of the earth ; and fuch no doubt 
he was, for, like Typhon, he is merely a per- 
fonification of Tit-Theus, the divine deluge, 
which, as we are informed upon infpired au- 
thority, principally iflued from the great cen- 
tral abyfs. Ariftotle has preferred a lingular 
tradition refpedting Anceus, which may poffi- 
bly be a mutilated corruption of a well known 
part of the Noetic hillory. He is laid to 
have been a hufbandman, and to have planted 
a vineyard ; but he was prevented from en- 
joying the fruit of his labour, being llain, ac- 
cording to Pherecydes, in hunting the Calc* 
donian boar 5 . It is not improbable, that this 
boar was originally the fame as that, by 
which Adonis was killed ; as that, which 
rent the ark of Oliris; and as that, into which 
Vilhnou is feigned, in the third of the Hin- 
doo Avatars, to have transformed himfelf. 

In the courfe of the prefent DilTertation I 
have very frequently had occalion to cite the 
poems attributed to Orpheus, in one of which 
he is reprefented fpeaking in the firft perfon, 
apd giving an account of the various wander- 

* Schol. in ApolL Argon, lib. i. ver. 188. - 

ings 
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ings of the Argonauts. Whoever was the 
author of thefe poems, they certainly contain 
much curious matter relative to ancient my- 
thology ; but, as for Orpheus himfelf, Ariito- 
tle does not fcruple to afTert, that no Arch 
perfon ever really exifted f , which I believe to 
be true, fo far as his legendary hiftory is con- 
cerned. Apollonius makes him the fon of 
Eagrus and Calliop& e ; but the more general 
opinion is that maintained by Afclepiadcs, 
that he was the offspring of Calliope and 
Apollo h . ' Orpheus in fad; is the fame per- 
fbn as his fuppofed father Apollo, or the folar 
Noah ; and his name is nothing more than 
the compound title Or-Phi, the oracular Sun. 
Hence we fee the reafon, why he was fbme- 
times fuppofed to have been the offspring of 
Menippa l , or Men-Hippa, the Noetic Ark ; 

f Orpheum poetam docet Ariftoteles nunquam fuiffe. Cic. 
de Nat. Deor. lib. i. cap. 28/ Palephatus makes much the 
fame obfcrvation. xav 0 rw Otfws Palaeph* 

de Incred. Hift. cap. 34. 

* Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 24. 

h Eimm h Offta xctru /Air AvroKhecto; xa* KaXAiomsf. 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 23. The fcholiaft upon 
Pindar agrees with Afclepiadcs in ftating the parentage of Or- 
pheus. AffoAXwof tm Off ta faait oxu. Schol. in Pind. Pyth. iv. 
Ver * 313. But Piodar himfelf aflents to Apollonius. 

1 Offtvf—MtHinrtif tuc vtof. Tzet. Chil. i. Hift. 12. 

Menippa the mother of Orpheus was the fame as the Tangu- 
tian idol Menipfc. Vide fupra p. 196. It is not unworthy of 

no- 
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why he makes fa confpicuous a figure in the 
Argonautic expedition ; and why he is faid, 
like Bacchus, Hercules, Adonis, and Ofiris, 
to have defcended into the fabulous infernal 
regions. This perilous enterprife he under- 
took for the purpofe of bringing, back, his 
wife, who had died in confcquence of the 
bite of a ferpent, as Ihe was endeavouring. to 
eicape the embraces of Arift&us k . I appre- 
hend, that the ferpent here mentioned is 
merely the ufual fblar emblem, and that Arif 
teus, however the original circumftances may 
have been diftorted, is Ares-Theus, the divine 
Sun x i while Eurydice feems to be the lame 
as Ifis, Venus, Ceres, or the . Ark, and a<? 
cordihgly.her name is compounded of Eurah- 
Dagah, the belio-arkite JiJh. The fable, of Or- 
pheus drawing the wild beads after him, by 
the fweetnefs of his mufic, is probably no- 
thing more than a corrupted tradition of the 

notice, that Apollo, or the fblar Noah, was fometimes termed 
Smintheus $ a title, of which Min or Menu is the bafis no 1 els 
than it is of Menippa. Smintheiis is Z’Min-Theus, the gnat 
Noetic god. See Horn, Iliad' lib. i. ver. 39. 

k Hyg. Fab. 164. 

1 Arift&us, as we have feen above; was fabled to be the foh 
of Apollo by the nymph Cyrene. The whole of the beautiful 
fable concerning him, which is detailed by Virgil, refers to the 
Myfteries celebrated in the cave ' of the nymphs. Vide infra 
.chap. x. T 

animals 
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animals fpontaneoufly following Noah into 
the Ark ; and the ftory of his death being 
occalioned by the Menades, or arkite prieft- 
effes m , is only a repetition of the fimilar le- 
gend of Bacchus, Ofiris, and Sita. The pro- 
bability of this fuppolition is heightened by 
the general prevalence of the idea, that Or- 
pheus was devoted to the abominations of 
the Phallus ", and that he invented the Myf- 
teries both of Hecate, Bacchus, and the in- 
fernal Ceres °. Thefe were the lame as the 
Samothracian Mylleries of the Cabiri, and 
related to the helio-diluvian idolatry. 

As for the other Argonauts, their names 
are for the moll part mere compounds either 
of folar or arkite titles ; and, their leveral ge- 
nealogies being entirely mythological, their 
number feems to have been increafed or di- 
minilhed, as it was moll plealing to the hu- 
mour of the poet. Thus, according to Vale- 

m The word Menas, as I have already obfervedj is derived 
from Menu. 

n Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 17. — Arnob. adv. Gent, 
lib. v. v 

0 0tw h Atymjrat nfjwtru 'Excltvip paXira, xai TiXrrtjy ayovett 
*»« kglp «TOf *Exa T»jf, O top Qpaxa xar drt^aaScct tvp ti- 
Athp fayoflff, Pauf. Cor. p. 180 . Evpt Oplptvs xai ret Atotvcov 
pvrypta, xat r wtpt t*i* Thibet*, hanrcicStif vko tup Matvah/P* 

Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 3. Ari^nr^a h yfionap Aax ifraifj. onet 
*£nt fart, wagetfeflof cfttrtp Opftvf. Pauf. Lacon. p. 241* 

rius 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



* 3 8 


A DISSERTATION 


rius Flaccus, and the author of the Orphic 
Argonautics, they amounted to fifty-one ; ac- 
cording to Apollonius and Apollodorus, to 
forty -four ; and, according to Hyginus, to 
fixty-nine. 

Such is the mythological hiftory of the ce- 
lebrated expedition to Colchi, the whole of 
which feems to have been founded upon fome 
corrupted traditions of the deluge, united 
with the prevailing notions of the Sabian 
idolatry. 


chap. 
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C H A P. IX. 

r THE WAR OP THE TITANS. 

I SHALL now proceed to confider the fa- 
bulous hiftory of the Titanic war. Upon 
this point I feel myfelf obliged to differ in toto 
from the lyffem adopted in the Analyjis of an- 
cient Mythology a ; being perliiaded, that the 
original Titans were not, in the flighteft de- 
gree, engaged in the building of the Babylo- 
nian tower. Some of their defendants no 
doubt were ; but whenever thefe are called 
by the deferiptive appellation of \ Titans , we 
nuft conclude, in order to preferve confiften- 
cy, that they bore the name only on account 
of their devotion to the diluvian or arkite 
worlhip b , precifely in the feme manner as we 
meet with nations denominated, Danai, Ar- 
cades, Argives, and Minya , many ages after 

• The reader will recolleft, that Mr. Bryant himfelf has 
feen reafon to give up his firft opinion refpe&ing the Titanic 
war. See Preface. 

b The name appears to have been retained by the Babylonia ' 
ans, as a title of honour, a confiderable length of time after the 
flood. Hence the younger Belus, who feems to be the feriptn- 
ral Nimrod, is called by Mofes Chorenenfis a Titan king • Mof. 
Chor. Hift. Armen, cap. 9, 10 . 

that 
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that dreadful cataftrophe, from the events of 
which they derived their feveral titles. A 
neglect of this neceffary diftindtion has occa- 
fioned much confufion. The exploits of the 
primitive Titans have been afcribed to their i 
Titanic pojierity ; the hiftory of the Ark has 
been t ransferred to Argos, Hindoftan, or Egypt ; 
and the wondrous efcape of the real Minyae, 
the Noetic voyagers, has been corrupted into 
an imaginary expedition from Pagafe to Col- 
chi. In the following Analyfis of the Titanic 
war, I lliall frequently avail myfelf of Mr. 
Bryant’s citations, in order to fhew how very 
different a conclufion may be drawn from 
them ; and every remark, which is made, 
will be. equally applicable to the work of Mr. 
Alwood c , who has adopted the whole of 
Mr. Bryant’s theory. 

It has been already obferved, that Sancho- 
niatho makes the. Aletas or Titans contempo- 
rary with Agruerus the great god of Phenicia, 
whom I have fhewn to be the fame as the 
patriarch Noah d . It has moreover been in- 
timated, that the primitive Titans, who ap- 
pear to have derived their name from Tit- 
Ain, the fountains of the chaotic abyfs, were 

e Literary Antiquities of Greece. 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. 35, 4 3 , 45. 

the 
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the whole race of mankind, whether pious or 
impious, that lived at the period of the de- 
luge. Hence arifes a neceffary diftindlion 
between the Noetic Titans, who are de- 
fcribed as the offspring of Rhea or the Ark, 
and Cronus or Noah ; and that daring race, 
who were engaged in adfual rebellion againft 
heaven e . Accordingly we find, that the for- 
mer of thefe claffes is faid to confift of /even 
perfbns, who, with the head of their family, 
Agruerus or Cronus, exadUy complete the ark- 
ite ogdoad ; while the latter is reprefented as 
a numerous and formidable affociation f . It has 
likewife been fhewn, that Agruerus and Sy- 
dyk are the fame 6 ; and confequently that 
the feven Cabiri, the fons of Sydyk, are the 
fame as the feven Titans. The whole of this 
fyflem appears to be eflablifhed beyond a pof- 
fibility of doubt, both by the circumftance of 
Japhet being actually enumerated among the 
Titanic brethren ; and by the affertion of 
Diodorus, that the Titans were the children 
of Tit&a h , whom Pfeudo-Berofus reprefents 
as being the wife of Noah 


e Vide fupra vol. i. p. 80. 
f Hef. Theog. ver. 676. et infra. 

* Vide fupra vol. i. p. jj. 
h Diod. Bibl. lib. iii. p. 190. and lib. v. p. 334. 

1 Unus inter gigantes erat, deorum veneratior et prudentior 
vol. 11. R cun£tis. 
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Mr. Bryant cites one of the ancient Sibyls, 
in order to fhew that the Titans were the 
founders of Babel : but I cannot find that ihe 

u:un£tts, reliquus ex probis erat in Syria. Huic nomen erat 
Noa, cum tribus filiis Samo, Iapeto, Chem $ et uxorrbus Titca 
magna, Pandora, Naela, et Naegla. Is timens, qua.m ex aftria 
futuram profpe&abat cladem, anno 78. ante inundationem, na- 
vem inftar arose coopertam fabricari coepit. Berof. Ant., lib. i. 
Fol. 8. I fufpeCt however, that Titea, like Rhea, was not the 
real, but the mythological wife of Noah, in other words the 
Ark. Berofus aflerts, that the was afterwards called Aretk, 
and worfhipped in conjunction with the earth. This circum- 
ftance ferves both to Ihew the convertibility of the heathen god- 
deffes, which I have already difeufled at large, and to point out 
to us the reafon, why all the Titanic race are ftyted gegems , or 
earth-born . Aretia is evidently the Hebrew {HN Aretz, the 
earth . The whole paffage from Berofus is very curious. Ne- 
cefle eft igitur nos ex praemHTis confiteri, quod et Chaldsei ct 
Scythse feribunt, ficcato ab aquis orbe, non fuiflie nifi didos 
o£to homines in Armenia Saga, et ab his omne ho mi sum ge- 
nus in terris feminatum, atque ob id Scythas reCte dicereet 
appellare Noam omnium deorum, majorum et minorum, pa- 
trem, et humanae gentis authorem, et chaos, et femen mundl 
Titeam vero Aretiam, id eft, terram in quam femeit chaos po- 
fuit, et ex qua tanquam ex terra cunCli prodierunt. Berof. 
Ant. lib. ii. fol. 11. Berofus afterwards mentions, that Titea- 
Aretia was worfhipped under the name of Horcbia , which, as 
we have already feen, was likewife a title of Vefta. , Sicanus 
dpificavit Aretiam, et nominavit earn lingua Janigena Horcbiam. 
Ibid. lib. v. fol. 64. Horchia is no other than the Ark. The 
refult of the whole is, that, whether Tit&a be the literal, or al- 
• legorical confort of Noah, fince (he is deftribed as the motb^ 
of the Titans, they muft neceftarily be the fame as the Cabin, 
or the arkite family. 
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makes any fuch declaration : and even if fhe 
did, I muft doubt whether it would be fuffi- 
cient to prove his point, becaufe, as I have 
juft obferved, the pofterity of the Titans or 
Minyae bore not unfrequently the fame name 
as their anceftors. The Sibyl indeed very ac- 
curately defcribes the building of the tower, 
and the fubfequent difperfion of the Cuthites: 
but I do not fee how a mere defcription of 
thole events can prove their identity with the 
celebrated war of the Titans. It is obferv- 
able, that fhe places the era of Babel ten gene- 
rations after the deluge j and fuppofes Ura- 
nus, and his three fons Cronus, Titan, and 
Iapetus, to have all flourifhed at that fame 
period. Hence I think it is evident, that fhe 
has confounded together two entirely different 
chronological eras. Uranus and his three 
fons, or, in other words, Noah and his triple 
offspring, did actually flourifh ten generations 
after the creation : but the tower of Babel, 
in the conftrufting of which the fecond race 
of Titans, the defendants of the real Titans, 
were alone concerned, was built in the fourth, 
not the tenth generation, fubfequent to the 
deluge. The whole paffage is as follows. 


AAA’ orrcrra, v peyctAoio reA euvrcu ct 7 ruXcit , . 

As 4 7rcrr e7rv\7ruXy\art /S^oroif, oi -nv^yov erev'fctv 

R 2 Xcogri 
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Xc*)(») sv Arruftif, opoQwoi i' tj<rctv dcrunsg, 

K eu (ZxXovr avaJo w sig xpcoyov ecrsPoByra, 

Avnxa, £ aS’ctvarog ftsyctXtiv STrs&fjxey cLvctyxfiv 
Uvsv/jultiV ctvrctp sttsit ctvspoi /xeyctv uxJsoS’t 7rv(>- 
yov 

*P i\J/ay, xcu § m yrfroi<rw sir ctXXfjXcig spy ccgcrccv 
Txyexct roi BaJovXcovec fyorot noXsi xvcjx s&sno. 
Avra,(> e7rei mpyog r sirstTB, yXcorcrcu r euyB’pm’uv 
tlif 7roXXctg S’ytjrcoy epepurByircw JiccXsxTXg> 
HctvTo^ct7roug Qavcun MSTPsQoy, airrctp dir cur & 
Tenet* {ZpoTtov 7tXijqxto fjcspigo/xsvcov {icuritytov' 

Ken Tore J'sxcenj ysvsfj fAspoTTM ccvB’QooTrw, 

X7T£(> XCLT&xXWfJOOg S7TI TTptTSpXg yBVST CCvfydg, 
Keu @curiXsv<r£ K povog, xcu T treev, lcCTSTog re, 
TcUfjg tbxvcc Qepm xcu Ovp&vx, sj'eXccXsrr&v 
Av&fjtaTTOi, ycutfg rs xcu Ovqclvx xvo/tet, &€VTsg> 

O iivsxct, m 7T^o<p€Pi^oi ecrctv fJCBpmuy ctySjrpmrw. 
Tpurtreu Jg [teqiaeg ycufjg xotret, xXfjpoy sxcvgx, 

Keu (Z>curiX€v<rBv ixeugog r/finy ft£(>og> * Jg jxclxovto' 

* O^xot yag r eysyoyro iretTpog, fjcspihg tb hxcueu. 
Tfivixet 5 rctrpog tbXbo g yjpmg ixsro yqpcog, 

K dU p s&ecvsv xcu irou^sg wrs(£cuntiy opxart 
ABtvfjv 7roivj<ra,vT£g 3 btt ctXXtjXxg b^v eoprecy, 

Og 7TCLn£<r<rt fSporounv s^ccv (ScunXYi'idoc Tt/Mjv 
Apfcsu Keu fjcecxBtrcLVTQ Kpoyog Ttrav tb tfpeg etvlxf. 

Avrfj #* £<g cL(y%v\ 7rcX€f4*x 7rct,vre<r<n fyoroiw 
IT pcerfj yet,(> tb fyoroig ceurti 7ToXs/a,uq xctrct^XfT 
Keu tots T iTaysm Bsog xctxov syyvccXt^B K 

But when the judgments of the Almighty God 
k Sibyll. Orac. lib; iii. p, 323, 

Were 
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Were ripe for execution ; when the tower 
Rofe to the ikies upon Affyria’s plain, 

And all mankind one language only knew : - 

A dread commifiion from on high was given 
To the fell whirlwinds, which with dire alarm. 
Beat on the tower, and to its lowed bafe 
Shook it convuls’d. And now all intercourle. 
By fome occult and overruling power. 

Ceas’d among men : by utterance they drove 
Perplex’d and anxious to difclofe their mind ; 
But their lip fail’d them, and in lieu of words 
Produc’d a painful babbling found : the place 
Was hence call’d Babel ; by th’ apodate crew 
Nam’d from th’ event. Then fever’d far away 
They fped uncertain into realms unknown : 
Then kingdoms rofe j and the glad world was 
fill’d. 

*Twas the tenth age fuccefiive, fince the flood 
Ruin’d the former world : when foremod far 
Amid the tribes of their defendants dood 
Cronus, and Titan, and Iapetus, 

Offspring of Heaven, and Earth : hence in re- 
turn 

For their fuperior excellence they (har’d 
High titles, taken both from Earth and Heaven. 
For they were furely far fupreme ; and each 
Rul’d o’er his portion of the vafial world. 

Into three parts divided : for the earth 
Into three parts had been by Heaven’s decree 
Sever’d; and each his portion held by lot. 

No feucU as yet, no deadly fray arofe ; 

R 3 For 
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For the good fire with providential care 
Had bound them by an path : and each well 
knew 

That all was done in equity, and truth. 

But foon the man of juftice left the world. 
Matur’d by time, and full of years. He died : 
And his three fons, the barrier now remov’d. 
Rife in defiance of all human ties, 

Nor heed their plighted faith. To arms they 
fly. 

Eager ind fierce : and now, their bands com- 
plete, 

Cronus and^Titan join in horrid fray j 

Rule the great objedt, and the world the prize. 

This was the firft fad overture to blood ; 

When' war difdos’d its horrid front ; and men 
Jnur’d their hands to daughter. From that hour 
The gods wrought evil to the Titan race ; 

They never profper’d. Bryant . 

In this tradition, Uranus is evidently Noah, 
and is therefore confounded with the elder 
Cronus of Sanchoniatho j while his three fons, 
Cronus, Titan, and Iapetus, are the younger 
Cronus , the Jupiter-Belus, and the Apollo, of 
the Phenician mythologift. Mr. Bryant’s 
fyftem obliges him to declare, that Iapetus 
had no relation to the fcriptural Japhet ; and 
he proves it, by citing the fcholiaft upon Ho- 
mer, who mentions that Iapetus was one of 
the Titans. This very citation however de- 
cidedly 
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cidedly proves, to my own convi&ion at leaft, 
precifely the reverie; and I conclude, that 
Iapetus was Japhet, if for no other reafons, 
yet for this, becaufe he was a Titan or dilu- 
vian. 

I am obliged alfo to diflent from Mr. Bry- 
ant’s fuppofition, that Typhoeus .was a per- 
lonification of the tower Typhoeus is mani- 
feftly the fame as Typhon m ; but Typhon is 
reprefented as the adveriary of Ofiris dr Noah, 
and is exprefsly declared by Plutarch to be 
nothing more than the fea“. Hence he is 
juftly defcribed by Antoninus Liberalis as a 
malignant demon, the fon of the earth ° ; be- 
caufe, as we learn from the infpired hiftorian, 
the diluvian waters iffued principally from the 
great central abyfs: hence alfo he is faid to 
have waged war againft the hero-gods p , who 


1 A deference for the great authority of the excellent ana- 
lyft of ancient mythology led me, in a former publication, to 
adopt his opinion with refpeft to Typhoeus 5 but I am now 
compelled to differ from him, by what appears, to me at leaft, 
the force pf truth. See Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. p. 216. 

m This appears from the circumftance of the exploits of 
Typhon being uniformly afcribed to Typhoeus. Compare An- 
ton. Lib. Metam. cap. 28. with Ovid. Metam. lib. v. ver. 319. 
n T vtyutct & mb §cc\cto’ 9 ’otv. Plut. de Ifid. et Ofir. p. 363* 

0 TtXpuv tymro 7*5? cr*o$ t r^of tcr%vv. Anton. Lib. 

Metam. cap. 28. 

P Anton. Liber. Metam. cap. 28. 

r 4 com- 
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compofed the arkite ogdoad of great deities 
held in fuch high veneration by the Egyptians, 
and who are feigned, in order to efcape his 
rage, to have metamorphofed themfelves into 
different animals, which were afterwards ac- 
counted facred : and hence, when Jupiter at 
length ftruck him with his thunderbolt, he 
was fuppofed to have plunged into the fea, 
and, to have hid himfelf beneath the waves* 1 . 
Ovid accordingly defcribes him as ifTuing from 
the loweft parts of the earth, and putting all 
the gods to flight. 

Bella canit Superum ; falfoque in honore gigan- 
tas 

Ponit, et extenuat magnorum fadta deorum. 

EmiJJumque ima de fede Typhoea narrat 

Cselitibus fecifle metum ; cundtofque dedifle 

Terga fugas : donee fefios ^gyptia tellus 

- * *0 TvQup txpvif/ sp tavlop, %&i ntyanat rn* $\oycc t» r> j SaXaevt;. 
Anton. Lib. Metam. cap. 28. This author likewife mentions, 
that Typhon fpoke with the voices of all kinds of animals : 

& vanoias Ibid. Perhaps the drowning cries of 
men and beads, united with the roaring of the catara&s, and 
the pattering of the rain, may be here alluded to. It is worthy 
of obfervation, that Cadmus, whom I have conjectured to be 
Cadm-On, the oriental Noetic Sun , is introduced by Nonnus 
into the battle between Jupiter and Typhon. He is faid to 
have recovered- from Typhon the thunderbolts, which he had 
ftolen from Jupiter, and to have reftored them to their right 
owner. Nonni Dionyf. lib. i.y. 18, 21. 

Cepe- 
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Ceperit, et feptem diicretus in oftia Nilus. 

Hue quoque terrigenam veniffe Typhoea narrat, 
Et fe mentitis Superos cel&ffe figuris. 

Duxque gregis, dixit, fit Jupiter : unde recurvis 
Nunc quoque formatus Libys eft cum cornibus 
Ammon. 

Delius in corvo, proles Semelei'a capro, 

Fele foror Phoebi, nivea Saturnia vacca, 

Pifce Venus latuit, Cyllenius Ibidis alis r . 

The tower no doubt was frequently repre- 
fented under the image of an earth-born gi- 
ant, in allufion to the materials of which it 
was compofed : but I do not fee, how it cm 
with any propriety be deferibed as proceeding, 
like Typhon, from the very loweji regions of 
the globe, and flill lefs how it can be faid to 
have plunged into the Ocean. No flight 
Purely of mythological poetry could fo far de- 
part from plain matter of fa&, as to reprefent 
an abfolute phyfical impoflibility. The wa- 
ters of the deluge retired again within the 
recedes of the fea, a circumftance, which ex- 
actly correfponds with the. fate of Typhon or 
Typhoeus; but the tower, which was built 
in an inland country, long remained a monu- 
ment of divine vengeance. Hefiod mentions, 
that Typhoeus would infallibly have obtained 


r Qvid. Metam. lib. v. ver. 319. 
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univerfal empire, had not Jupiter interpofed : 
in other words, the Noetic ogdoad muft ulti- 
mately have periflied, no lefs than the wicked 
antediluvians, had not the Almighty checked 
the pride and violence of the waves. The 
language of the poet is very remarkable ; and 
he feems to diftinguifh between thofe that 
fuffered, and the arkite gods that efcaped, by 
terming the former mortals , arid the latter 
immortals. Thefe immortals are plainly no 
other, than the eight great gods of Egypt. 

YLcu w xtv eyrXero spyov ttpaix e «'«>' npatn xstvu. 

Km xsv oye S-v*trouri, xeti a&avctToiriv avetfyev, 

E/ pal cap’ o%y varies rareg ecvtyuv ts Bsuv re, 
’XxAtioov tfyonr\<re, zeu oGpjiptov' ctpt/pi Js yeua, 
'Sfitftoet, Aeov xovetGfjo-e, xcu O vpavos evgvf inref&ev, 
TIovtos r , nxeavx re poai, xett Tctgrctfa, year/?. 
Horn ^ xnr oS’clv&toio-i ptsyus cnAepu^er’ OAvpa- 

TTOf, 

O pvvpievoio Aveu vros, vjre<nvd%i£i <5e yctid. 

K etvpica V7T ct[dp<rre(>uv xcurtxjiv ioei$ea irovrev. 

Zevf rmi av xef3we sov paevos, slAero ott Act, 

Bpo'/ryv ts, ‘reqoTrriv re, xta aiS’ctAoevrst, xegavvov, 
JJA tifcev ct7r OvAvpacroio e-rret Apcevos'.— 

A vrap> erst pa v fapatre rAr\yr\trtv ipaurretf, 

H piers yvicoB’Sis s - — 

That day was teeming with a dire event ; 

And o’er the world Typhoeus now had reign’d 

5 Hef. Theog. Ter. 836. 

With 
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With univerfal fway, fovereign alike 
Of mortals and of gods * : but from on high 
Jove view’d his purpofe, and oppos’d his power. 
. For with a ftrong and defperate aim he hurl’d 
His dread artillery. Then the realms above. 
The earth with all its regions, then the fea. 

And the Tartarian caverns, dark, and drear, 
Refounded with his thunder. Heaven was 
mov’d. 

And the ground trembled underneath his feet. 
As the God march’d in terrible array. 

Still with frelh vigour Jove renew’d the fight ; 
And clad in all his bright terrific arms. 

With lightnings keen, and fmouldering thunder- 
bolts, 

Prefs’d on him fore ; till by repeated wounds 
The towering monftfcr funk to endlefs night. 

Bryant. 

The reader will recolledt, that, in treating 
of the Argonautic expedition, I noticed the 
remarkable alTemblage of catafterifms, which 
are placed in, the neighbourhood of the fup- 
pofed ihip of Jafon. The crow takes his 
Hand upon the back of the fea-ferpent, and 
clofe to him is a cup adapted for facrificial 


1 The words fovereign alike of mortals and of gods I have 
taken the liberty to add to Mr. Bryant’s trapflation of this paf- 
fage. They occur in the original, and are abfolutely neceflary 
to the fenfe. 

pur- 
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purpofes ; while the fabulous centaur appears 
to be Hilling from the Argo, and to be bear- 
ing upon the point of his lance a vicftim to- 
wards the altar, the fmoke of which is depict- 
ed as afcending to a triangle. If the voyage 
of the Argo relate to that of the Ark, re- 
fpe&ing which the reader muft form his own 
, opinion from the preceding obfervations, the 
Mofaical hiftory will beft explain the import 
of thefe conftellations. The Centaur will be 
the patriarch ; the altar, that upon which he 
facrificed j and the triangle, the emblem of 
that Almighty Being, whom he adored. 
Now, it is a curious circumftance, and what 
appears to me indifputably to fix the Titanic 
war to the era of the deluge, that the fcho- 
liaft upon Aratus declares, that the gods of 
the Gentiles, or in other words the Noachi- 
das, made ufe of that very altar for the pur- 
pofes of devotion, after they had conquered 
the Titans *. If the gods then be the facred 
ogdoad of Egypt, (and that they are is evi- 
dent from the fable of Typhoeus,) and if the 
altar be the altar of Noah ; the Titans, who 
were engaged in rebellion againft heaven, 
muft undoubtedly be the wicked antedilu- 


1 To h Svrripiov XkQafunSi *n>, J rtf? 

or* twj Tirav&t xuvfiyuna’ocrro, Schol. in Arat. Phsen, p, £2, 

vians. 
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yians. Eratofthenes and Hyginus have both 
flightly corrupted the original tradition, which 
the fcholiaft upon Aratus has accurately pre- 
ferved, by making the facrifice upon the altar 
frecede t inftead of fucceed, the vi&ory over the 
Titans. The former fays, that the gods took 
a folemn oath upon the altar, when Jupiter 
was about to attack the Titans u ; the latter, 
that they took the oath, when they them- 
felves were about to contend with them 1 : 
but, notwithftanding thefe variations, by con- 
nedting the name of this impious race with 
the Noetic altar, they fufficiently point out 
to us the proper explanation of their hiftory. 
The fcholiaft upon Aratus has preferved ano- 


11 E^fl&TOaSlWK h (pW) TtfTO TO St/T^IO* MCt l, £0* U TO «r£A>TO» 0? 

$101 cvwfMfftacp gwotqrano, ore t m m; Ttravaf srpaTt van o Z tvs. 
Schol. in Arat. Phaen. p. 52. Such probably was the true 
reading of Eratofthenes, but it does not at prefent appear in his 
took on the catafterifms. He only mentions the cup of nec- 
tar, over which the gods fwore, when Jupiter waged war 
againft Cronus, Ntxrap* t«to tv $ •m^uro* 0! Sgot cviupoaa* 
«$«to, ot* iTn Kgotop 0 Ztvg grpotTtvffiP. Cat aft. 39. This author 
obferves, that the Centaur is bearing the vi&im to the altar, 
for the purpofe of facrificing it $ and adds, that it was a greatj 
proof of his piety. En & to Sijpto* u t«k x w Svly 
§iov, 0 !bx« irfQcrQtfup St 0 in pty\rov (Typum rr,q tv&iGstas avia. 
Cataft. 4©. 

x Ara, in hac primum dii exiftimantur facra et conjura- 
tionem fecifle, cum Titanas oppugnare conajentur* Hyg* 
Poet. Aftron. lib. ii. cap, 39. 

thcr 
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ther very curious tradition refpedting the al- 
tar, which ferves decidedly to confirm the 
propriety of the foregoing remarks. He af- 
ferts, upon the authority of ancient mythic 
writers, that gloomy night placed the altar 
among the conftellations, in pity of the cala- 
mities inflidled upon men by the tempeftuous 
Ocean y . 

Hefiod deferibes the Titans, previous to 
their deftru&ion, as contending in battle with 
the giants. Thefe, no lefs than , the Titans, 
I take to be the antediluvian Nephelim of the 
Jewifh legiflator z ; and the war between them 
feems to relate to the dreadful ftate of rapine, 
anarchy, profligacy, and lawlefs violence, in 
which mankind were involved, previous to 
the cataftrophe of the deluge. Hence Ly- 
cophron very properly reprefents Jupiter as 
attacking, at the fame time, both the giants 
and the Titans, having firft fwom an irre- 
verfible oath by the waters of the diluvian 
Styx. 

%Tvyos ksXcuv*is vcLcrpov, syS’a. Teg/uev? 


y <1 >a<ri & t on (xiSixus n em^/avuv xai (pveruus aizrtron, oti 
i vv% Tt) v Tup ct&puvrup Tothctiirvfixv t« SaXarliou 

xat rtf irocSss cy)[juw e$>)KS¥ ixuto to Surkov. Schol. in Arat. 
Phaen. p. 33. 
z Gen. vi, 4. 
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O (jxaftarxf trtvfcer xtp&inK sfyctr, 

M sXfwv Tty etna*, xuvn T m\vxs ae^xr a . 

Tzetzes mentions from Hefiod, that Styx was 
thus peculiarly honoured by Jupiter, becaufe 
Ihe affifled him, with all her children, in his 
war againft the Titans b . This evidently 
means nothing more, than that the great 
abyfs poured forth all its ftreams, to execute 
the dreadful purpofe of God againft a hard- 
ened and impenitent world c . Tzetzes fur- 
ther obferves, that the prince .of the Titans 
was Ophion, and that his confort was Eury- 
nom£ the daughter of Oceanus. Thefe flou- 
rilhed previous to the era of Saturn and Rhea, 
by whom they were dethroned, and caft 
down into Tartarus' 1 ; whence Apollonius 
very juftly afferts, what indeed is precifely 


* Lye, Caftan. ver. 706. 
b Tzet, in loe. 

c Vide fnpra vol. i. p. 259. 

* IT§o yap Kpom xa\ *P«a$, OQtvv xa\ Evpvro/xij 5 Ttf fixtanv r vw 

t&aeihtvQ*, Trr a*a% xufi.ttrt. Kpotog & to* O <f\w*a xotraGa- 

***> P«a $g Tfjf Evpvvo/xv* xalairabatfxtTCt, xa\ tp&akaaa ru. Tapia - 
Tv* Sew* iQaatfuvcrav' ovg vraKiv 0 Ztvg raplapueaf, i(?X 6 T0 x f 4t * 
T^ } 0 vgwri* fAi* Kpovog avrog xat *P»a, irpo atflv * h Otyiv* xa» 
Evfviopv). Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 1191. This tradition is not 
to be taken in the moll literal fenfe, for the fubjedts of Ophion, 
rather than Ophion himfelfi were overwhelmed by the waters 
of the deluge. 

equi- 
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equivalent to their being thruft down into 
Hell c , that they were overwhelmed beneath 
the waves of the fea. 

He i&v ^ m zJfjarov OQiuv Evp vvofMi re 
Slxs&m vttyoevrof s%ov xparor OuA vpiroio 9 

'£1? T€ fit] KOI 0 fJUSV KfKWO) UKC&t TlfAtlf, 

'H A ‘Peij, exi e<rov i' tn Kv/xctcriv axectvoio’ 

O i Je tius pcdKA^sTTt Qtoif Titwiv etvctrtrovf. 

He fings, 

How o’er the new created world below. 

On high Olympus’ fummits crown’d with fnow, 
Ophion, and, from Ocean fprung of old. 

The fair Eurynome reign’d uncontroul’d : 

How haughty Saturn, with fuperior fway. 
Exil’d Ophion from the realms of day j 
Eurynome before proud Rhea fled. 

And how both funk in Ocean’s billowy bed. 
Long time they rul’d the bleft Titanian gods. 

* Fawkes. 

If Saturn then be Noah, of which there cah- 
not be much doubt, the Titans muft be the 
antediluvians, and their overthrow the cata- 
ftrophe of the deluge. It is worthy of ob- 
fervation, that one part of this tradition car- 
ries us back to a period anterior to the epoch 


e Vide fupra vol. l. p. 230, 
f Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 503. 

of * 
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of the flood, and reprefents the whole race of 
primitive Titans as fubjedt to the domination 
of the ferpent- prince Ophion. The legend 
is faid to have been originally brought from 
the Eafl by Pherecydes Syrius : and there is 
fo ftrong a refemblance between the charac- 
ter of Ophion, and that of Satan, that Celfus 
could not avoid being ftruck with it; but his 
hatred of Chriflianity induced him to argue 
from it, that the Mofaical hiftory of the fall 
was borrowed from Pagan traditions. He is 
however well anfwered by Origen, who clear- 
ly fhews the great priority of the era of Mo- 
fes to that of either Heraclitus or Pherecy- 
des 5 . Upon the whole, it is certainly not 
improbable, that the univerfal fubje<5tion of 
the Titans to Ophion may lignify the uni- 
verfal corruption of the antediluvians by the 
arts of the infernal ferpent. Hence Cron€s, 
or Noah, is faid to have fucceeded Ophion in 
his kingdom ; as Jupiter, who in this cafe 
appears to be Ham, though certainly in many 
inftances he is the fame as Noah h , is fup- 
pofed to have fucceeded Cronus. Milton 
even ventures to conje&ure, that Eurynome, 
the confort of Ophion, is the fcriptural Eve. 

g Stilling. Orig. Sacr. book iii. chap. 5. 

h Vide fupra vol. i. p. 15. 

VOL, II. s How- 
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However fome tradition they difpers’d 
Among the heathen of their purchafe got, 

And fabled how the ferpent, whom they call’d 
Opbion , with Eurynome, the wide 
Encroaching Eye perhaps, had firft the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driv’n 
And Ops, ere yet Didtean Jove was born 

The gradual deterioration of manners, from 
the Paradiflacal era to that of Noah, is ufu- 
alfy exhibited by the poets in the fable of the 
four ages ; all of which are, with the moft 
exadt propriety, placed by Ovid before the 
flood. His account of the laft, or iron age, 
may be confidered as a brief hiftory of thofe 
feuds between the Titans and the giants, 
which were filenced only by the immediate 
vengeance of heaven ; arid it is particularly 
obfervable, that he fuppofes their mad at- 
tempt to fcale the habitation of the gods to 
have preceded the deluge, though it has fre- 
quently, but erroneoufly, been thought to re- 
late to the events of the plain of Shinar k . 

5 Paradife Loft, book x. ver. 578. 

k Jofephus, with great propriety, aiferts, that the antedilu- 
vian Nephelim are the fame as the giants of the Greek mytho- 
logy. UoXhoi ya.{> ayytXo 1 ©itf, yvi <cu£i avpfjuytpTtq, t&prat tytr- 
wean xai Karros wngoirrat xaAo, tha twi m hitman fi* 

votStjatP' opt, eta yap r 01$ Ivo ytyaflv 9 nl Xtyopums v$ £A- 

>\ 7 )W 9 j kx\ trot cfcccreu wapahMat* Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i* 

cap* 
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Jamque nocens ferrum, ferroque nocentius au- 
rum . 

Prodierant : prodit belluni, quod pugnat utro- 
que* 

Sanguineaque manu crepitantia concutit arma. 
Vivitur ex rapto, non hofpes ab liofpite tutus. 
Non focer a genero : fratrum quoque gratia 
rara eft. 

Imminet exitio vir conjugis, ilia mariti : ’ 
Lurida terribiles mifcent aconita novercae : 
Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in annos. 
Viftajacet pietas : et virgo caede madentes. 
Ultima coeleftflm, terras Aftrsea teliquit. 

Neve foret terris fecurior arduus aether ; 
Adfeftafle ferunt regnum coelefle Gigantas : 
Altaque congeftos ftruxiffe ad fidera montes. 
Turn pater omnipotens miffo peyfregit Olym- 
pum 

Fulmine, et excuffit fubjetta Pelion Offa 1 . 

The iron age fucceeds, and th’ love of gold 
Cries havock, and lets flip the dogs of war. 

Now lawlefs violence reigns, and every right 
Of friendly hofpitality is broken. 


cap. 3. Upon this point he fpeaks the fentiments of his coun- 
trymen. “ In the old time, when the proud giants periftied, the 
u hope of the world governed by thy hand efcaped in a weak 
“ veflel, and left to all ages a feed of generation/* Wifdom of 
Solomon xiv. 6. 

1 Metam. lib. i. ver. 141. 

s 2 ■ ' A bro- 
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A brother’s murder ftains a brother’s hand ; 

A fon with longing eyes expefts the death 
Of his own father ; and with jealous fcowl 
E’en thofe united in the nuptial league 
Each other’s looks furvey j while the dire ftep- 
dame 

Infufes deadly poifon in the bowl. 

For unfufpecting infancy prepar’d. 

Treafon hath murder’d piety, and forc’d 
Aftrea to relinquilh earth for heaven. 

Nor were the gods themfelves fecurej forlo! 
The giants ftrove to ftorm the lofty iky. 
Mountain they pil’d on mountain; till at length 
Th’ Almighty Father feiz’d his fiery bolts. 

And fudden defolation midffc them hurl’d. 
Pelion on Ofla trembled ; and Olympus, 

With lhatter’d fummit, own’d the arm of Jove. 

It may perhaps be faid, that the thunder 
and lightning, with which the Titans were 
attacked, are no where mentioned by the in- 
spired hiftojian in his account of the deluge. 
This is undoubtedly very true, but at the 
fame time there appears to have been an an- 
cient tradition, that water was not the only 
inftrument of deftru&ion employed againft 
the antediluvians. Cedrenus aflerts, that 
God flew many of them with fiery globes, 
and burning thunderbolts ; and finding, that 

the 
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the reft remained incorrigible, fwept them 
away at length with the waters of the flood"*. 
I know not upon what authority he men- 
tions this circumftance ; but it is worthy of 
obfervation, that Ovid precifely accords with 
him. That poet defcribes the deftrutftion of 
certain of the antediluvians, who had at- 
tempted to fcale the battlements of heaven, 
by the thunder of Jupiter : and from their 
blood he feigns that another race was pro- 
duced, who, emulating the crimes of their 
fathers, were buried beneath the waves of the 
deluge. 

. Turn pater omnipotens mifio perfregit Olym- 
pum 

Fulmine, et excuffit fubje&a Pelion Offa. 
Obruta mole fua cum corpora dira jacerent ; 
Perfufam multo natorum fanguine terram 
Incaluifie ferunt, calidumque animaffe cruorem: 
Et, ne nulla ferae ftirpis moiiumenta manerent, 

• In faciem vertifie hominum : fed et ilia pro- 
pago 


m Tela> otix oXtyovf put afaigxi( trvpot, xai xtpavtoif epaioSit i 
Yj'irot t£xta*MOt fix^ut' ccnfraifBrfltsf fi rut mpMtirovf xai abof 
Stilus mtfMttrrat, xalaxKvapiu pula ravlx rovf watlat « £aia*M<7tr o 
@tof. Cedr. Hift. Comp. p. io. Should the reader be dif- 
poled to admit, with Mr. Whifton, that a comet was the na- 
tural caufe of the deluge, thefe fiery globes and burning thun- 
derbolts will be very fatisfa&orily accounted for. 

s 3 Con- 
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Contemtrix Superfim, fevseque avidiffima cacdis, 
Et violenta fait : fcires e fanguine natos 

— ■ At length 

Th’ Almighty Father feiz’d his fiery bolts. 

And fudden defolation midft them hurl’d. 

Thus fell the mifcreant crew j but from their 
blood 

Another race arofe, which, like the firft. 

Madly defpis’d the high behefts of heav’n. 

And bath’d their hands in flaughter. 

Thefe remarks will prepare us for Hefiod’s 
noble defcription of the rout of the Titans; 
which Mr. Bryant has applied to the tower 
of Babel, but which feems rather to allude to 
a totally different event. 

T troves < 5 “ erefjaBev exetprvmvre QaAetyfctf 
nfoQpnus %eii>av re, (&u\s B kfna, eqycv eQcum 
A [Atycreqot' $nvov zseput^e vovrof a tth^uv, 

Ty [tpy t<r (ta^ciy qa-tv, e7rt<rev$ 3* ispavos evpvf 
~2eiofitvof, tteJo&ey erivctovelo putxfwf OhvpujrK, 


uvtf #’ ebfjtty<rrt(>uv ixer O vgctvov ct^epotvra, 
KsxM/xevaV oi Je fcvncrav peyctXa ahxtXrrrw. 

Ovb' ct() st i Zsvc i%ev %ov ftevof, w th ye 
psv peveo? TSXf\vro typvee, sk £s ts tScktclv 

$CUVS CtjbUJ&f ^ CL(> CU7T Ov^UVOV, 9}$* CUT 

OhufJLTrx, 

■ Metam. lib. i. ver. 154. " 

k< 7 (W 7 TTM 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


863 


Afpearruv e<?ti%e ovvuxctJov, oi Jk xtpauvn 
lxrctp et put, f&qovnq r « xetf arrep ony orortono 
Xeipof wirtt ■ 

Xvv & etvtfioi tvcxrtv re xoviv &■’ apt* tr<p*p*yi£ov, 
B/jovniv rt, <rego7rijy re, x*f *&*Kosn* xtqcuivcv' 
E^h JIe ■actor*, x*i flxtavoio pttB’^ct, 

JJorrof t evrpvyerof’ t*s $ apjQwi B’t^ptos *vrpuj 
Tirt/v*? %8 m ovi*s’ <^)Ac^ r\tf>* &a tv ixetvtv 
Anrtros ' oar<rs S’ *ptt^s xap ttyS’iptav at( tonuv 
Auytj pt*ppt*i(>*<r* xs^couv* t t ?tQ07ri\s rt. 


K euiftct ts S’emrertov x*Ttxtv 11 — 1 ■ 

’KxXivSi] & pt*xf] 

K a/ ms ftt v T tr^vett xrrro xfiovos tvpvo&w 
IJe ptrpav, xstf forptouriv tv *pry*\tomv tfarav, 
NixipoUTtf. x^ 1 * wrep&vpt*? atp tonctf. 

— — — — — — *--i — — 

E vS’* B’toi Tmivts inro £ 0 $u tjt^otm 
KfxgvtpctTet /— — 

EK&a JV ytji 2\>o(pe(»if, xcq Tctfnctpau tjegoevror, 
Sion* t etTpyyeroio, xcu Ovqetv* etrtfotnor, 

‘E^tiijf actneov atiycu xcu atipax tetriv °. 

, Firm to their caufe the Titans wide difplay’d 
A well-embodied phalanx : and each fide 
Gave proofs of noble prowefs, and great ftrength. 
Worthy of Gods. The tumult reach’d to hea- 
ven, 

And high Olympus trembled as they ftrove. 

Sea too was mov’d •, and earth aftonith’d heard 


• Theogon. ver. 676. 
S 4 
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The noife and fliouts of deities engag’d. 

High vaunts, loud outcries, and the din of war. 

Now Jove no longer could withhold his ire. 
But rofe with tenfold vengeance : down he 
hurl’d 

His lightning, dreadful implement of wrath. 
Which flafh’d incefiant : and before him mov’d 
His awful thunder, with tremendous peal 
Appaling, and aftounding, as it roll’d. 

,For from a mighty hand it fhap’d its courfe. 
Loud echoing through the vaulted realms of day. 
Meanwhile ftorms rag’d ; and dufky whirlwinds 
rofe. 

Still blaz’d the lightning with continual glare. 
Till nature languifh’d: and th’ expanded deep. 
And ev’ry ftream, that lav’d the glowing earth, 
. Boil’d with redounding heat. A ruddy flame 
Shot upwards to the fiery cope of heaven. 
Shedding a baleful influence : and the gleam 
Smote dreadful on the Titan bands, whole eyes 
Were blafted as they gaz’d ; nor could they 
Hand 

The fervour, but exhaufted funk to ground. 
The Gods victorious feiz’d the rebel crew. 

And fent them, bound in adamantine chains. 
To earth’s deep caverns, and the (hades of night. 
Here dwell th’ apoflate brotherhood, confign’d 
To everlafting durance : here they fit 
Age after age in melancholy ftate, 

Still pining in eternal gloom, and loft 
To every comfort. Round them wide extend 

The 
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The dreary bounds of earth, and fea, and air. 

Of heaven above, and Tartarus below. 

Bryant. 

Mr. Bryant has omitted one very materi^, 
part of Hefiod’s defcription, which it will be 
proper therefore for me to add, becaufe it 
points out to us very accurately the peculiar 
mode j in which the Titans were punifhed. 
Neptune is faid to have clofed the outlets of 
their prifbn-houfe with gates of brafs, fo that 
all pofiibility of efcape was utterly precluded. 

Ev&a, B-tot Tmj ves vro £o tyu t/epetm 
K expvcpetraf, r/ri A teg ve^eA trye^erao, 

Xag&> tv evpotvrt, vttX upyuc tyaxa, yctajt. 

To<f uk efaiTov e<ri’ rouAor S7reB^iK£ Tleeret^uv 
X<tA Ketctf, Telcos 'BepiKtrrett St etptQorepoo&sv P. 

Deep in the bowels of the yawning earth. 

The Titan hoft, with adamantine chains. 

Was firmly bound. All exit was denied. 

For Ocean’s lord, with folid gates of brafs. 

Had clos’d their gloomy prifon. 

In this tradition Neptune is evidently the 
great god of the fea, or the patriarch Noah q ; 


p Theogon. ver. 729. 

q If the reader choofes rather to confider Neptune as the 
pcrfonification of theiea, the import of the tradition will dill 
remain precifely the fame. 

and 
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and the gloomy prifbn, within which the Ti- 
tans are confined, is the dark cavern of the 
vafl: central abyfs r . Hence the Orphic poet, 
^in his hymn to the Titans, terms them, with 
great propriety, the anceftor* of our fathers , the 
moji remote progenitors of mankind* 

T irrfve?, ycu*jf ts kcu O vfctvou ayXcut TSKvct,, 
''Hpiereqav rtpoyom vs&Tspw, youv\s V7revef&iv 
Oikois TcLprci()ioi<ri x&ovo? mcuovrtf, 

A ^Xfiu Kcti ‘Ujvfycu xSctvToov &vtjrcov 'GSoXvf&oxS’coV; 

N 1 The ancient pagans invariably placed £Keir Tartarus, or 
infernal regions, in the very centre of the globe. To the proofs 
of this, already adduced, (vide fupra chap, v.) the reader may 
add the following. 

H (At* itorv p^u if Tagiapor mpottlx, 

T»jX« viro ^Sorof if* jSipiSpo*, 

Ef$* ai^upgteu rt wvXau kcu ^aXxeo? «$bf, 

To affov uepy AiAev, octof tipayoq § r citfo yanjf. 

Horn. Iliad, lib. viii. ver. 15. 
The diftindfcion, which Homer here makes between Tartarus 
and Hades, feems to be more poetical than real. At lead the 
only poffible difference between them is this : Tartarus, with 
its brazen foil an4 iron gates, may be the central nucleus (if 
' any fuch exift) \ and Hades may be the cavernal fpace imme- 
diately beneath the ihell of the earth. The reader will £nd 
fome curious remarks upon Tartarus and Hades in Bp. Horf- 
ley’s Tranfl. of Hofea, p. 157, 200. I fufpedt however, that 
the notion of the pagan infernal regions being a place of pu- 
nifhment arofe entirely from their being the receptacle of the 
Titans, or that impious race which was cut off by the waters 
of the flood. 

c 

EivctAiuv 
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"EivctAiav vsl*ivaiv re, xou si xB'ova, vcuerava-ir 
E £ v/umv yaq zseto’ct weA« ysvea, Kara, kotr^tv *. 

All hail, ye Titans, children of the earth 
. And ftarry heaven, of our departed fires 
Th’ illuftrious progenitors ! Ye, who dwell 
Within the deep recefles of the earth, 

The gloomy realms of Tartarus, all hail ! 

From you the toiling race of haplefs men 
Deduce their anceftry j from you the birds. 

The fcaly tenants of the briny deep. 

The beafts of earth, and all the generations 
Of living things, their origin derive. 

I am much inclined to think, that in this 
paflage the poet has confounded together the 
Noetic Titans, and thofe, who periihed in the 
waters of the deluge. The concluding verfes, 
though not applicable to the latter, are per- 
fectly appropriate to the former, being an ap- 
parent allufton to the prefervation of the birds 
and beafts in the Ark. 

From thefe general remarks, I {hall pro- 
ceed to a more particular confideration of the 
Titanic hiftory. 

The elder Bacchus, as we have already 
feen, is the patriarch Noah ; but a younger 
Bacchus is likewife mentioned, who is cer- 


* {lyran 36. 


tainly 
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tainly a very different perfon. This circum- 
ftance has introduced much confufion, the 
actions of the one having frequently been 
afcribed to the other. The mythological 
poem of Nonnus principally relates to the 
younger or Indian Bacchus; and, although 
he is confcious of the diftindlion, which I 
have mentioned, yet he more than once 
falls into the error of mixing together their 
refpe&ive hiftories. The poem opens with 
the war between Jupiter and Typhon ; 
whom Nonnus defcribes as taking entire pof- 
feffion of the fea, and linking terror into all 
the inhabitants of the vaft deep. In the fe- 
cond book the monfter is fubdued, and peace 
reflored to' the diffracted univerfe. The ( 
whole of this, as I have before obferved, re- 
■ lates to the events of the deluge. The third, 
fourth, and fifth books contain the fabulous 
hiflory of the houfe of Cadmus. In the 
fixth, a literal account is given of the deluge, 
and of the prefervation of Deucalion in an 
ark : and in the feventh are celebrated the 
. loves of Jupiter, and Semele the mother of 
Bacchus. 

With regard to the diftindlion between the 
two Bacchi, Nonnus himfelf fpeaks of an 
elder and a younger Bacchus ; the firft of 
whom he reprefents encountering the Titans, 

and 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



ON THE CABIRt. zS 9 

and the latter , engaged in battle with the 
giants. 

— — — K poviJcto ym&AJj 

r cuct %oSMo/ttev>) aiSvfJLXs B’aqtij's Qov*i ai 
Hfsa-^vrs^ns Titova? sir i za^n-tpu Aiovvtru, 
'OsrAarr^w Jle yiyancts tir oyiyovw A uvvcru *. 

Hence it is evident, that, if the elder Bac- 
chus be Noah, the Titanic war muft be re- 
ferred to the deluge. The poet however is 
guilty of an error in diftinguifhing between 
the giants, and the Titans j for they were 
one and the fa, me race of impious antedilu- 
vians, and confequently the younger Bacchus 
had not the fmalleft connection with them. 
I know that Bochart ftippofes this deity to 
be Nimrod, and derives his name from Bar- 
Chus, the fon of Chus, or Cujh\ I am confcious 
alfo, that Mr. Bryant has in a great meafure 
adopted this opinion throughout the third vo- 
lume of his Analyfis , and that he refers the 
flight and fufferings of Bacchus to the dif- 
perfion of the builders of Babel : but I can- 
not believe, that the tyrant of Shinar is ei- 
ther the firft, or the fecond Bacchus. The 
whole, that Mr. Bryant brings to prove his 
point, appears to me to relate decidedly to 


t Dionyf. lib. xlviii. p. 822. 
u Boch. Phaleg. lib. i. cap. 2. 

the 
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the elder Bacchus, and to the events of the 
deluge ; hence, if this imagined limilarity be- 
tween their hiftories be removed, there will 
be nothing in common between the younger 
Bacchus, and Nimrod. It is clear, both from 
Arrian, Nonnus, and all the ancient mytho- 
logifts, that this laft deity is the feme as the 
conqueror of India. Now,, we have not the 
leaft reafon to fuppofe, that Nimrod ever in- 
vaded that country ; on the contrary, tradi- 
tion almoft univerfelly defcribes him as pe- 
rifliing beneath the ruins of the tower 1 : but, 
if we turn our eyes to the theology of Hin- 
doftan, we fhall find, that Bacchus is there 
called Rama y ; a circumftance, which feems 
indifputably to prove, that he is Raamah, the 
fon of Cufh, mentioned by Moles, and by no 
means the mighty hunter Nimrod z . Upon 
the whole then we may conclude, that the 
poem of Nonnus relates chiefly to the feconi 
Bacchus, or the Indian Rama $ but that he 
has added a variety of traditions, which are 
applicable only to the JirJl Bacchus, or Noah. 

• 

* Syncei. Chronog. p. 42.— Cedren. Hift. Comp. p. 11. 

y Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 13 1, 132. 

* u And the fons of Cufh $ Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, 
<( and Raamah.” Gen. x. 7. The ufual claffical name of 
Nimrod appears to be Orion , or Be/us the younger, and not Bac- 
chus. 

Jn 
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In a preceding page I obferved, that the 
fable of Bacchus being torn by the Titans 
feems to be a corruption of the primitive tra- 
dition. This I apprehend to have been, upon 
the authority of the Hindoo legend of Maha- 
Deva and Sita, that the allegorical confort of 
Bacchus, or in other words the Ark, burft 
afurtder ; and that , the hero gods, contained 
within her womb, were fcattered over the 
face of the whole earth a . Be that as it may, 
we Univerfally find, that the elder Bacchus 
was the deity torn, by the Titans ; and confe- 
quently it mull: follow, that the age of the 
Titans is coincident with the era of the de- 
luge. Thus Nonnus mentions, that his hero, 
the fecond Bacchus, or Raamah, was a tauri- 
form imitation of the firft, who was the off- . 
fpring of the dracontine Jupiter, and Profer- 
pine b . 

a Vide fupra p. 87. 

b The Dragon in this tradition relates to the fymbolical wor- 
ship of the Sun, which, as we have frequently feen, was adored 
m conjun&ion with the great patriarch. (Vide fupra vol. i. 
P* 190.) Hence Paufanias mentions, that, in the citadel of 
Megara, which was built by Car the fon of Phoroneus, was a 
ftatue of Bacchus-Nu6telius. Pauf. Attic, p. 97. When we 
recollect the connexion. between the deluge, and the hiftory of 
Phoroneus j we (hall have little doubt, but that Nu&elius is 
Nuch-Tel, Noah the Sun . Bacchus was alfo called Nu 3 or, 
*hich is Nuch-Tor, the taur 'ic Noah. 

Td wota*, cifxtQTriT rKQTof. Eurip. ap. Schol. in 

Soph. 
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, ‘ HSf) ya.(> fievtouvs veov A iovv<rov ctefcuv, 

TctvijoQvef [u/tfiftct 7ra,Xcuyivtog Aiovvtu, 

Aivofio(>v Z ay^o? £%av 7 ro&ov irpifiedav Zet a' 

’Ov T£x( II epretyovua, tyaxovruy A ioi evvy c . 

The title of Zagreus, here applied to the elder • 
Bacchus, Bochart fuppofes to be equivalent 
to the mighty hunter ; and therefore immediate- 
ly concludes, that this Bacchus muft be Nim- 
rod' 1 . There would have been fome degree 
of plaufibility in the notion, had the epithet 
been given to the younger Bacchus ; but fince 
the JirJl of thefe deities, or Noah, bears the 
name, the whole hypothecs muft of courfe 
fall to the ground. The word Zagreus, in 
fa<ft, has not the leaft reference to hunting; 
it is merely Z’ Agreus, the great Agruerus e , or 
hujbandman , a title ftridtly and exclufively ap- 
plicable to the patriarch Noah. This elder 
Bacchus, according to Nonnus, was tom afun- 

Soph. Antig. ver. 1163. The fcholiaft upon Sophocles fup- 
pofes, that he was fo called from the circumftance of his myf- 
teries being celebrated in the night. I am much inclined to 
think, that that particular time was originally devoted to the 
Bacchic rites, in allulion to the gloom of the Ark $ and that 
both the Greek and the Latin words, which (ignify night, 
namely Nux, and Nox, are equally derived from Nucb, or Noacb. 
c Dionyf. lib. v. p. no. 
d Boch. Phal. lib. i. cap. 2. 

e Agrus , Agruerus, and Agrotes > were all equally titles of 
Noah. Vide fupra vol. i, p. 35, 44. 
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der by the Titans, at the inftigation of Juno ; 
and Jupiter, to revenge his death, flew the 
mother of the Titans, in the region of Bac- 
triana, near the Cafpian fea f . Here we find, 
that the legend approximates yet more nearly 
to the original Hindoo tradition refpedting 
Maha-Deva, and Sita. The mother of the 
Titans is Sita, or the Ark ; and her allegori- 
cal death at the hands of Jupiter is the very 
fame circumftance as the dilaceration of Sita. 
What further proves the truth of this fuppo- 
fition, the Hindoos believe, though errone- 
oufly, that the Ark grounded upon the fum- 
mit of C’haifa-Ghar in the region of Ba&ria- 
na, rather than upon that of the Armenian 
Ararat s . 

The author of the poems attributed to 
Orpheus fuppofes the body of Bacchus to 
have been cut into feven- pieces, the precife 
number both of the Cabiri and the Titans, 
or in other words of the Noetic family exclu- 
sive of their head h ; and this fable is clofely 
connected with the hiftory of the Curetes, 
from whom the Titans are faid to have ob- 


f Dionyf. lib. vi. p. iai. 
g Vide fupra p. 80. 

h t Ewra Trce.y'ict fxggn j&pt hipciptcctno. Oxph. apud Proc. in 
Tim. lib. iii. p. 184. 

vol. 11. t tained 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



*74 


A DISSERTATION 


tained Bacchus by means of a ftratagem 1 . 
The reafon is obvious ; the legend of the 
Curetes, no lefs than that of the Titans, re- 
lates to the events of the deluge. After Bac- 
chus had been torn, his members were care- 
fully collected by Rhea, and joined together 
again k . 

It is evident, that thefe traditions concern- 
ing Bacchus are the very fame, as thofe, which 
have been preferved refpeCting Ofiris. This 
Egyptian deity is no other than the elder Bac- 
chus, or Noah ; j 

■ ■■ 1 Aiywrnu Aiovvrx 
E met, (poiTrptiqos O e^yitc Qclivuv K 

But he has not the flightefl connection with 
the younger Bacchus, or Raamah m . Hence 

‘ T a yct(> A * ovvati tAvrygia, rgXsor at rcu&pvvru* or stfftlt wad# opI*» 
sr owXy Mnjrtt Trs^^opgvoUx’p Kov^lut, hty b vtroivilei* Tflawr, airak m 
'catles 7 reti$*£w$ici> aSvppctaw o» h o l Tiiattf bgtrvacrup, Clem. 
Alex. Cohor. ad Gent. p. xv. — See alfo Jul. Firra.de Err. Prof. 
JU1. p. 1 3. 

MvSokoyitlai b, on bxcrtrp trSsis (Aioxt/^o?) vrro t sup Tslxtwt, avi m 

tltSrj traXtp vvro tjk Phorn. de Nat; Deor. cap. 30. 

* Non. Dion. lib. iv. p. 80. 

m I fpeak of the elder Ofiris, for I am perfuaded, that there 
were two Ofirides, as well as two Bacchi, -although they have 
not been fo accurately diftinguifhed by mythologies. Thus, 
when Ofiris is faid to have made an expedition into India j 
(Diod. Bibl. lib. f. p. 17.) it is evident, that in this character 
he mud be the fame perfon as thtyoungtr Bacchus, or Raamah: 

„ * . but, 
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Diodorus Siculus mentions, that Ofiris alio 
was torn afunder by the Titans “j and that 
his CQnlort Ifis rambled over the whole world 
in fearch of his (battered limbs. From this 
circumftance he deduces the origin of the ne- 
farious rites of the Phallus, which equally pre- 
vailed in the myfteries both of Ofiris, and of 
Dionufus 0 ; and from the fame fource arofe 
the difgufting fable of Priapus, who is faid by 
the fcholiaft upon Apollonius Rhodius, to have 
been the fon of Bacchus and Venus, and to 
have been bom at the city Abarnis p . 

As Ofiris was engaged with the Titans, fo 
he is like wife faid to have been attacked by 
Typhon, or the Ocean, and to have been in- 
clofed in an ark. This happened on the feven- 
teenth day of the month Athyr, when the 


but, when he is defcribed as torn by the Titans, it is equally 
evident, that he is then the elder Bacchus. 

n Bacchus is faid to have been torn by the Titans into feven 
pieces, and Ofiris into fourteen. (Plut. de Hid. p, 368.) It is 
manifeft, that both thefe ftories are in fubflance the fame, for 
the fecond number is merely the reduplicate of the firft. By 
a variation of much the fame nature, the ancient mythologies 
added feven Titanides, and feven Cabirae, to the feven Titans, 
and feven Cabiri. Hence it will follow, that Plutarch’s expla* 
nation of the number fourteen upon phyfica} principles reft* 
upon no folid foundation. 

0 Diod. Bibl. lib. iv. p. 2x4.— -lib. i. p. 19. 
p Schol. in A poll, Arg. lib. i. ver. 933. 

T % fun 
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funpafles through the fign of Scorpio* 1 ; which, 
as Mr. Bryant juftly obferves, was the very 
day that Noah entered into the Ark. jOfiris 
then is evidently the patriarch ; and Typhon 
muft neceflarily be, what Plutarch affirms 
he is; the Ocean, not the Babylonian tower, 
as Mr. Bryant has fuppofed. Ofiris moreover 
is connected with the Titans ; but Ofxris is 
Noah ; therefore the Titans muft have been 
contemporary with Noah. With regard to 
Horus, the imaginary fon of Ofiris, he appears 
in fa<ft to be the very fame perfon as his fa- 
ther 1 . Hence he is faid to have been con- 
cealed from Typhon in the iiland near Buto* ; 
to have been tom in pieces by the Titans; 
to have been found dead in the midft of the 
waters ; and to have been afterwards reftored 
to life and immortality *. 

I have obferved, that the giants, whom 


<1 Plut. de I fid. et Ofir. p. 356. 

r Vide fupra vol. i. p. 162. 

8 Herod, lib. ii. cap. 156. 

1 EvgEht olvtw (tw xai to T7is aBarcccriots (p^fjMXOt, h * 

tbv vlov 1/7 to tup Tituvu p tmGtiXevBepTa, xcot psxgo v svgsBepTa na$ 

v$z]or> (jw fjLOvov ct'parrjircti Sxffuv t*jv 4 ' v X r,v > xa* otBapetCMS 

•7roiir>oui . ^tETaXa<eett». Diod Bibl. lib. i. p. 22. This* drug of 
immortality, with which Ifis reftored her Ton Horus, forcibly 
reminds us of the Hindoo Amre&a, or water of immortality, 
which was produced after the deluge. See Maur. Hift. of 
Hind. vol. i. p. 585. 

Non- 
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Nonnus erroneoufly oppofes to the fecond 
Bacchus, were the fame as the aDtediluvian 
Titans, or the Nephelim mentioned by Mo- 
fes; and that their bitter quarrels with each 
other were terminated only by the cataftro- 
phe of the deluge. It is remarkable, that 
they make an equally confpicuous figure in 
the mythology of Egypt. Diodorus Siculus 
obferves, that in the days of Ifis, or the Ark, 
were men of a vaft ftature, who by the Greeks 
were denominated giants u . Thefe were reck- 
oned by fome Gegenis, or children of the earth, 
an appellation, which is likewife bellowed 
upon the Titans * ; and they were generally 
fuppofed to have been all deftroyed in their 
war againft Ofiris or Noah, and the confede-' 
rated deities y . 

To the fame event muil 'be referred the 
various fabulous encounters of Jupiter with 
the giants ; though different nations frequent- 
ly fuppofed the feenp of action to have lain 

u O* y up Aiytrcmo* f^v^oXoyna‘t xaht, tup I^*£of totxmp ytyomat 
wag irobv<rvfjLCt%s rw viro pip tup EAAi ipup o*o/xi*{o/Aatf$ yiyectlug. 

Diod. Bibl. lib. i. p. 23. 

* Emo* fjt a up avTttf ytiytnis $*?tp vir&ffai. Ibid. 

y Xvfjtfum rot% h. vapx to * s 9rXi»r©*f> ot* to*? mgi top Am xoc 1 top 

Oetpip Stoic irobt/xop ama^aoi *pppt$i)cr*p. Ibid. 

t 3 within 
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within their own refpedtive territories. Thus, 
Jupiter was faid < to have deftroyed fome of 
his enormous antagonifts in Crete ; and others, 
■with Typhon at their head, in Phrygia. In 
one of thefe battles, a perlon, named Musfos, 
whom the Orphic poet styles the offspring of 
the refplendent Moon z , or, in other words, of 
the lunar Ark, was believed to have volunta- 
rily quitted the caufe of his rebellious bre- 
thren, and in return to have received from 
the gods proportionable honours. I have lit- 
tle doubt but that the virtuous Angularity of 
Noah is here alluded to ; and this fuppofition 
is confirmed by the fignification of the title 
Mustus, which feems to be derived from Mu, 
or Mou, water*. Another battle with the 
giants was feigned to have taken place at Pal- 
lene in Macedonia; and another, in Italy, 
upon the Phlegrean plains b . The general 

2 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 244. 

* Mow, to vAvg . Hefycb. The word Mou is properly Coptic, 
but it feems to fpring originally from the Hebrew Mi . 

k avrm (t at Am) kou ytyatiaf *h\ m, u put Kpnk Vtf 

wig 1 MvAiwr, xald rijr <t>gvyiar rovf wipt •avlopvofapai (*** 

yap isc t v? irofcpuv* Mover aw, xat tv%u 9 vgiofi imu> ti pMv' xarcutvwrr 
9<u £ vwo 7 vi iwarretf Tovq *mTa,£apu*ovf , Tvrytoti $t xai 

Mvq wofafAOVf avltp wgof yiyatlccq, ruts Masei ^oruxf wipt IlaMsr 
*v>v f ruff y iTaXtaef xotlcc to withon to /x«> waXaiov awo rov n*7 ctxixav 
fAiiov rowov Qfaygaeio* mo(x*£ito. Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 33S. 

Tea- 
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reafon, affigned for their deftru<ftion, was their 
daring impiety towards the gods, and their 
lawlefs exceffes againft men c . 

The fcholiaft upon Pindar varies fomewhat 
from Diodorus Siculus, by placing Phlegra in 
Thrace, and bringing the arkite gods Her- 
cules d and Bacchus to the war againft the 
giants e ; while the author of the Orphic 
hymns fiippoles, that the Hippian or arkite 
Minerva alio contributed to their overthrow f . 


c h tov; yt yaflet/s viro Ajo; ha rv )9 ii; tov; at* 

Spvirovf vrapanofjuav, xaj ha To Taj; rov cupolai v 7 rifQ%at{ km 
twrotSclacfy xurahvXovaSat pu tou; wXi jajo^w^on;, aom^ur Ik toi; *•*• 
pi Ton hxaiov TiSipuwit »eptoj;. Ibid. p. 539* 

d We have already feen, that Hercules was the great god of 
the Ark j and accordingly, the Orphic poet plainly calls him a 
Titan % that is a Noetic Titan, as contradiftinguifhed from the 
other antediluvians, 

HjjaitAif oCpiptoSvpt#, fxiya^tnq, «Axj/xi Tjt«f. Hymn. II. 
e G&itypa towo; i* ©paxjj, «i$a oj yjyamf avygiSi) r*f vvo Swr— w 
HgaxAio; tojwk xat Aioiv&u crwitSonair, tKparwat oj* $foi t<w yiyat* 
ro*. Schol. in Nem. i. ver. 100. Stephanus of Byzantium 
alfo places Phlegra in Thrace. (DeUrb. p. 741.) But Vale- 
rius Flaccus, (Arg* lib. i. ver. 564.) and Statius, (Sylv. 
lib. iii. p. pj.) agree with Diodorus Siculus. 

f There is precifely the fame uncertainty refpefting the 
country, in which Typhon was fuppofed to have been con- 
quered, as there is with regard to that, in which the war with 
the giants took place. Tzetzes obferves, that fome fixed the 
overthrow of Typhon in Sicily, fome in Lydia, fome in Cilicia* 
fome in Phrygia, and others in Beotia. (Tzet. iri Lycoph. 
ver. 177.) To this lift he might have added, that others again 
fixed it at Nufa in Arabia. (Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 6.) 

t 4 The 
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iXsypeuuv oXereifct ytyavruv, 'imriXetTupd, 

Tgiroymia,, X vreiga. xetxay, vixyQoqf JcufiovZ. 

Apollodoms gives a very particular account of 
this battle •, and mentions the names of feve- 
ral of the giants, who were flain either by 
Jupiter, Hercules, or Minerva. One of them 
was denominated ' Poly botes. This monfter 
vainly attempted to efcape the, arm of Nep- 
tune, by eroding the waters of the Ocean ; 
but the god, feizing a fragment of the ifland 
Cos, darted the enormous njafs at the giant, 
and crufhed him beneath its weight h . It is 
not impoffible, that the {lory of Polybotes 
may have been invented for the purpofe of 
describing the difappointed efforts, made by 
fome of the antediluvians, to lave themfelves 
from impending definition. 

To the Phlegrean giants I apprehend that 
the Phlegyae were very nearly allied, both 
their hiftories referring alike to the events of 
the flood. The Phlegyae are faid to have come 
from the land of Minyas', and in the pride 
of their heart to have quitted the city of the 

The fa& is, that the vanity of each nation appropriated to a 
particular diftrift, an event, in which the whole world was 
equally concerned. 

e Hymn. 31. 

h Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 6. 

. * Ex $AiyVd(i, Pauf. BCfcOt p. *] 2 %. 

Orcho- 
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Orchomenians k or arkites; which defection 
of theirs from the Minyae or Noachidae proved 
eventually the caufe of their deftru&ion ; for, 
like the Phlegrean giants, they were at' length 
deftroyed by the gods with thunder and light- 
ning. This tradition feems to have been 
founded upon the feparation of the antedilu- 
vian giants or Titans from the family of Noah. 
They refufed to imitate the piety of that pa- 
triarch, and were confequently excluded from 
the Ark by their own wickednefs. Nonnus 
fomewhat varies from Paufanias in his account 
of the deftru&ion of the Phlegyae ; but the 
variation is of fuch a nature as to give addi- 
tional probability to the foregoing fuppofition, 
that they were the fame as the Phlegrean gi- 
ants and the antediluvian Titans. 

Kcu §\tyv(LZ ore tt ctvrctf a,veppt£ucre B'aXeurtnp, 
Njjtroi' oAqv TQiofom J'lapprj^ag- Ej 'oarix&wv 1. . 

From its deep-rooted bafe the Phlegyan ille 
Stern Neptune Ihook, and plunged beneath the 
waves 

Its impious inhabitants. 

About the fame period happened the Phle- 
grean war m , which was iuppofed to have taken 

* Amrwa.9 re utcc xporop airo r uv aXhuv 0£%Qpevwv vtto ocpqiok; hoi* 

rohfjws oi QXtyuai. Ibid. p. 782. 

1 Dionyf. lib. xviii. p. 3 19. 

m This is evident from the following combination of cir- 

cum- 
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place during the life of Eetes, king of Colchi, 
and father of Medea. Hence Apollonius de- 
fcribes that prince as wearing a breaft- plate 
prefented to him by Mars, who had taken it 
from the Phlegrean giant Mimas. 

K eu tot ct,(> A 7re(>i fifv ^tiB’scmv se?o 
Qu^lKtt raJiev, r oy oi ttoqiv e£evagi£etr 
XQuirepy $Aey't>a,iov A(>*i r thro xegn Mifieurret , n . 

The father of the Phlegyas was fuppofed 
to have been Phlegyas, whom Virgil places 
in the very centre of the myftic Hades®. 
This Phlegyas was the reputed fon of Mars 
by Chryfa the daughter of Almus p , and he 
was clofely connected with the Periian folar 
deity Mithras. According to Phavorinus, the 
worlhip of the gods commenced in Ethiopia, 
or the land of the Cuthites; and the perlons, 
principally concerned in introducing it, were 


cumflances. The Phlegyae were contemporary with JVfinyas ; 
Minyas and his children were contemporary with Eetes, and 
Eetes was contemporary with the Phlegrean war. Hence I 
think myfelf justified in conje&uring, that the overthrow of 
the Phlegyae, and the definition of the Phlegrean s, were the 
fame event. 

n Argon, lib. iii. ver. 1224. 

0 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 326. 

f f & mi AAfjitt Key Agew* puuij ytn&m $Xtyv»i. Pauf. 
Baeot. p. 782. 

Phle- 
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Phlegyas and Mithras 41 . By this however no- 
thing more, I conceive, is meant, than that 
the helio-arkite Mylleries were invented by 
Nimrod and his Cuthites. Stephanus of By- 
zantium mentions a city of Beotia, which 
from the above-mentioned Phlegyas was 
called Phlegya r . The circumftance is per- 
fectly in character; for, as Beotia is limply 
the land of the t auriform Ark, fo both Phle- 
gyas and Phlegya are alikS derived from Pe- 
leg, the ocean. Efculapius was of this family, 
being the offspring of Apollo by Coronis the 
daughter of Phlegyas 8 ; in other words, he 
was an arkite deity, and confequently related 
in blood to the impious, no lefs than to the 
pious antediluvians. In a hmilar manner, 
and for the very fame reafon, Minyas, the an- 
cellor of the Argonautic Minyas, was fup- 
pofed to have been contemporary with, and 
very nearly related to, the Phlegyas*. 

I am perfuaded, that the tradition of the 
linking of the Phlegyan ille is the very fame 
as that of the linking of the illand Atlantis. 
They both, appear to me to allude to one 

q Steph. Byzan. de Urb. p. 60. 

r QXeyva, sroAt; Bo» amotf, avo Qbiyvtt r« Aftof xai Xgvtrtn . 

Steph. Byzan. de Urb'. p. 741. 

* Pauf. Corinth, p. 170. 

* Pauf. Bceot. p. 782, 783. 

great 
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great event, the finking of the old world be- 
neath the waters of the deluge, or, if we fup- 
pofe the arch of the earth to have remained 
in its original polition, the rifmg of the cen- 
tral waters above it. M. Bailly indeed in his 
work upon the Atlantis of Plato, the objedt 
of which is evidently to depreciate the autho- 
rity of the fcriptural chronology, labours to 
prove, that the Atlantians Were a very an- 
cient northern nation, long prior to the Hin- 
doos, the Phenicians, and the Egyptians. 
This point he endeavours to eftablifh by dis- 
covering traces of them in the mythological 
hiftories of Greece, Egypt, Phenicia, and Scy- 
thia ; and by attempting to fet afide the ac- 
count of Plato, that the ifland Atlantis was 
overwhelmed beneath the waves of the Ocean. 
The force of truth however leads him un- 
guardedly to maintain, for he doubtlefs did 
not perceive the confequences of fuch a pofi- 
tion, that the Atlantians were the fame as 
the Titans and the giants ; and he even cites 
an ancient tradition, preferved by Cofmas In- 
dico-Pleuftes, that Noah formerly inhabited 
the ifland Atlantis, but that at the time of 
the deluge he was carried in an ark to that 
continent, which has ever fince been occupied 
by his pofterity u . Thefe particulars unequi- 

u Lettres fur l'Atlantide. 

vocally 
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vocally point out to us the proper mode of 
explaining the hiftory of the Atlantians. 
This imaginary northern nation of M. Bailly 
was in faft the whole body of antediluvians, 
who were indifferently termed Atlantians and 
Titans’, Atlantians , from their devotion to 
the worfhip of At-Al-As, the divine Sun x , 
and Titans, from Tit, the deluge . The Noe- 
tic family alfo, confidered in the light of an- 
tediluvians, bore the very fame appellations 
of Atlantians and Titans ; and the great pa- 
triarch himfelf was called, by way of emi- 
nence, Atlas and Titan. Accordingly, as the 
deluge was univerfal, fo the legends refpeA- 
ing the Atlantians and the Titans were uni- 
verfal likewile. Hence we find an Atlas in 
Phenicia, an Atlas in Arcadia, and an Atlas 
in the ifland Atlantis. Hence alfo it will 
follow, that the widely-prevailing traditions 
concerning the Atlantians by no means prove, 
as M. Bailly would infinuate, that they were 
a pojldiluvian race, which flourifhed before the 
foundation of the Hindoo, the Egyptian, and 
the Phenician empires : they merely fhew, 
that fbme knowledge of the flood was pre- 
ferved alike in every quarter of the globe. 
The Atlantians were celebrated throughout 

* Vide fupra voL i. p. 10. 

the 
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the whole world; and fo were the Titans* 
the Minyae, and the Argonauts : the caufe 
was precisely the fame in all thefe apparently 
different cafes. 

M. Bailly has faithfully detailed the ac- 
count given by Plato of the ifland Atlantis ; 
an account, which perfedtly corroborates the 
preceding fuppofition, for it is folely applica- 
ble to the antediluvian world. Plato de- 
fcribes the firft couple, from whom the whole 
ifland was afterwards peopled, as being formed 
out of the earth ; and obferves, that the 
country was divided into ten parts, according 
to the number of their pofterity. M. Bailly 
maintains, and very juflly, that the theology 
of Sanchoniatho is the fame as that of the 
Atlantians : hence we may fairly conclude, 
that the Atlantian couple, formed out of the 
earth, are Adam and Eve ; and that the ten 
parts, into which the country was fuppofed 
to have been divided, allude to the ten pri- 
mitive antediluvian generations. Plato after- 
wards proceeds to defcribe the inhabitants of 
this celebrated ifland. Thefe were at firft 
remarkable for their piety ; and, in confe- 
quence of it, were the favourites of the gods, 
and enjoyed all the happinefs of the golden 
age. In procefs of time however they dege- 
nerated from their priftine integrity, and were 

guilty 
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guilty of all forts of violence and impurity. 
Jupiter at length, beholding their incorrigible 
depravity, overwhelmed their ifland with the 
waves of the ocean, and utterly deftroyed the 
whole race. If to this tradition we add that 
already mentioned from Cofmas Indico-Pleu- 
fles, that Noah, at the time of the immerlion 
of the Atlantis, made his efcape in the Ark 
to the prefent continent, we (hall then have 
the whole both of the antediluvian and dilu- 
vian hiftory complete. Confequently M. Bail- 
ly’s lyftem of a northern nation, long antece- 
dent to the empires of Babylon, Egypt, and 
Hindoftan y , appears to be built entirely upon 


y The undoubted refemblance,, which exifts between the 
Brahmins and the Druids, mod probably originated from the 
Afiatic extraction of the latter. The various Japhetic tribes, 
which peopled Europe, all came out of the widely-extended re- 
gions of Tartary $ and many of them, among whom were 
doubtlefi the Celtic Druids, from the neighbourhood of the 
Indian Caucafus. Hence there is nothing very wonderful in 
this mutual refemblance 5 nor c^n I comprehend how it proves 
the exiftence of a highly poliftied northern nation, different 
from, and long prior to, both the Ce^ts, and the Hindoos. So 
clofe was the connection formerly kept up between the Scy- 
thians and the Hindoos, that the mixed race, which occupied 
the fpace bctweeii Scythia proper and India proper, were deno- 
minated Indo-Scythians. See Tzet in Lycoph. ver. 174. As 
for the Magogian Scythians, whom Col. Vallancey fuppofes to 
be a branch of the ancient loft nation of M. Bailly, they were 
evidently a mere tribe of Tartars, which, like the other tribes 

of 
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this fundamental error, the placing the Atlan- 
tians after, inftead of before, the deluge z . 


of that great family, brought with them into the Weft the he- 
lio-arkite traditions and idolatry of the Eaft. 

z The founder of the Babylonian empire is declared in 
Scripture to be Nimrod, who flourilhed in the fourth genera- 
tion after the flood : hence it is fufflciently manifeft, that, ac- 
cording to the Mofaical chronology, no poftdiluvian empire 
can have preceded it. If indeed M. Bailly means only the 
later Babylonian empire, namely, that of the Medes and Per- 
flans, hiftory in that cafe is fufflciently explicit in bearing tef- 
timony to the irruptions of the Scythians j (Herod, lib. i. 
cap. 104.) but thefe events happened long fubfequent to the 
foundation of the kingdom of Egypt. M. Bailly, being per- 
fectly aware that his hypothefis of the arts and lciences having 
had their origin 'in very high northern latitudes could not be 
admitted, according to the*exifting order of things, on account 
of the intenfe cold prevalent in thofe regions, adopts the nota- 
ble fyftem of M. Buffon, invented, like his own, for the purpofe 
of invalidating the Mofaical chronology. M. Buffon conjec- 
tures, that the centre of the earth is occupied by fire 5 and 
that, in confequence of the gradual wafting of this fire, the 
furface of the globe becomes gradually more cold. Now, as 
no hiftory, that I ever heard of, fuppofes the earth at any pe- 
riod of its exiftence to have been a whit more hot than what it 
is at prefent, (for Herodotus, the oldeft pagan hiftorian, gives us 
no reafon to fuppofe that it was warmer then than now 5 and 
as for the fable of the golden age, it fpeaks nof of an increafe 
of heat, but only of an equability of temperature,) it is evi- 
dent, that, according to this hypothefis, the cooling, of the 
earth muft have taken place fo (lowly as to be abfolutely im- 
perceptible, and confequently that a moft enormous number of 
years muft have elapfed fince the frigid zone was the moft de- 
lightful habitation that the world afforded. I need fcarcely ob- 
ferve, that, if thefe fyftems be founded upon truth, the earth 

muft 
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As the finking of the Phlegyan ifle, and 
the fubmerfion of the ifland Atlantis, equally 
relate to the events of the flood 8 ;, fo the 
Chinefe have preferved a precifely fimilar tra- 
dition refpe&ing the prefervation of the pious 
Peiruun, and the fate of the ifland Mauriga- 
firaa, the Atlantis of the eaftern world. 

“ Maurigaflma,” fays Kaempfer, “ was an- 
“ ifland famous in. former ages for the excel- 
u lenc y and fruitfulnefs of its foil, which af- 
“ forded among the reft a particular clay, ex- 
“ ceedingly proper for the making of thofe 
“ velfels, which now go by the name of Por- 
“ cellane or China ware. The inhabitants 
“ very much enriched themfelves by this ma- 
“ nu failure ; but their increaling wealth gave 
“ birth to luxury, and contempt of religion; 
“ which incenfed the gods to that degree, 
“ that by an irrevocable decree they deter- 
“ mined to fink the whole ifland. However, 


mull be many millions of years old, and therefore that the Mo- 
faical chronology mull be falle; the point, which Voltaire and 
his affociates particularly laboured to prove. See Barruel's 
Mem. of Jacobinifm. 

a The ancients appear to have conlidered a J mall floating 
ifland as a fytnbol of the Arkj while, at the fame time, they 
deferibed the cataflrophe of the deluge by the finking of a largt 
ifland. Some obfervations have already been made upon the 
fmall floating illand^and the fubj*£t will be more fully re- 
fumed hereafter. 

vol. 11. u the 
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“ the then reigning king and fovereign of 
« the ifland, whofe name was Peiruun, being 
“ a very virtuous and religious prince, no 
“ ways guilty of the crimes of his fubjeds, 
“ this decree of the gods was revealed to him 
“ in a dream ; wherein he was commanded, 
“ as he valued the fecurity of his perfbn, to 
“ retire on board his fhips, and to flee from 
“ the ifland, as foon as he fhould observe, 
“ that the faces of the two idols, which 
“ flood at the entry of the temple, turned 
“ red. — -So prefling a danger impending over 
“ the heads of his fubjeds, and the flgns 
“ whereby they might know its approach, in 
“ order to fave their lives by a fpCedy flight, 
“ he caufed forthwith to be made public; 
“ but he was only ridiculed for his zeal and 
“ care, and grew contemptible to his liib- 
“ jeds. Some time after, a loole idle fellow, 
“ further to expofe the king’s fuperftitious 
“ fears, went one night, nobody obferving 
“ him, and painted the faces of both idols 
“ red. The next morning notice was given 
“ to the king, that the idols’ faces were red : 
“ upon which, little imagining it to be done 
“ by fuch wicked hands, but looking upon it 
" as a miraculous event and undoubted iign 
“ of the ifland’s deftrudion being now at 
“ hand, he went forthwith on board his 

“ fhips. 
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“ fhips, with his family and all that would 
“ follow him ; and, with crowded fails, haft* 
“ ened from the fatal fhores towards the 
“ coafts of the province Foktsju in China* 
“ After the king’s departure the ifland funk ; 
“ and the fcoffer with his accomplices, not 
“ apprehenfive that their frolic would be at* 
“ tended with fb dangerous a confequence, 
“ were fwallowed up by the waves, with all 
“ the unfaithful that remained in the ifland, 
“ and an immenfe quantity of pdrcellane 
“ ware. The king and his people got fafe 
“ to China, where the memory of his arrival 
“ is ftill celebrated by a yearly feftival ; on 
“ which the Chinefe, particularly the inha- 
“ bitants of the fouthern maritime provinces, 
“ divert themfelves on the water, rowing up 
“ and doWn in their boats, as if they were 
“ preparing for a flight, and fometimes cry- 
" ing with a loud voice Petruuti, which was 
“ the name of that prince. The fame fefla* 
“ val hath been by the Chinefe introduced 
“ into Japan ; and is now celebrated there, 

■ ‘ chiefly upon the weftem coafts of this cm* 
“ pire b .” 

. It is eafy to fee, that this tradition refpeft- 
ing the ifland Maurigafima is a mere adapta- 

b Ksempfer’s Japan, Appendix, p. 13. 
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tion of the fable of the Atlantis to the man- 
ners and habits of the Chinefe. The fame 
local appropriation, which fixed the one ifland 
in the weftem, fixed the other in the eaftern 
ocean ; and, while the Greeks and Phenici- 
ans worlhipped the great folar patriarch un- 
der the name of Atlas , the Chinefe revered 
the common progenitor of mankind under 
the title of Peiruun , or P’Arun, the arkite. 

As for the deities engaged in the war with 
the giants, I have repeatedly fhewn them to 
be helio-arkite gods, and have difcufTed at 
large the mythological' characters of Neptune, 
Minerva, Bacchus, Mars, and Hercules : that 
however of Jupiter has been hitherto only 
touched upon ; here therefore will be the 
proper place to enter into a more minute 
confideration of it. 

Under the . name of Jupiter, or Hamrnon, 
the Egyptians certainly worfhipped their pro- 
genitor Ham ; but this deity feems moreover 
not unfrequently to be the fame as Noah 
himfelf c . He was equally concerned in the 
conteft with the Phlegreans, the Phlegyas, 
the Titans, and the diluvian monfter Ty- 
phon ; and he is generally faid to bethe fon 
•of Saturn and Rhea, and to have been bom 


c Vide fupra vol. i. p. *5. 
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in the DiCtean cave in Crete. Here he was 
committed to the care of the Curetes, or Ca- ; 
biri ; who dallied their fwoids againlt their, 
lhields to prevent Saturn from hearing the* 
cries of the infant d . Other nations however 
claimed the honour of having given birth to 
Jupiter, as well as the Cretans. Among 
thefe we may reckon the inhabitants of Itho-. 
me in MelTenia, who preferved alio the fame 
tradition refpeCting the Curetes* and the ci- 
tizens of the Arcadian, town Parrhalia, which 
the ancient Apidancans ftyled the Ogygian bed 
of Rhea!. Thefe Apidaneans, for fo the Ar-. 
cadians wpre formerly called e , alTumed that; 
name in honour of Api-da-Nus, the Noetic 
bull Apis ; while their city, in confequence 
of the introduction of the folar worlhip, was 
denominated Parrhafa , or P’Ares-Aia, the 
land of the Sun. As for the Ogygian or 
oceanic bed of Rhea, it mult primarily have 
denoted mount Ararat, where the Ark firffc 

d Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. I. In their time, as we have 
feen, flourifhed the Titans. Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p k 334. 
c Pauf. Meflf. p. 361. j 

f E* $s as Ilafpaaiv} 'p«»3 tekev — . 

Callim. Hymn, ad Jov. ver. 10. 

■ eeAXa, e Peiij? 

fiyvytop xoAgycrt A 9TiJav>}f$. Ibid. Ver. 13. 

® ATn^acpyesj oi ap%ccE ot Agy.uh$. £>chol, in Callim. Hymn, ad 
Jov. ver. 14. 

u 3, grounded 
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grounded and brought forth her mythological 
progeny; whence the Greeks, according to 
their uiual cuftom of applying diluvian tradi- 
tions to their own territory, afterwards tranf- 
fcrred the appellation to a town of Arcadia. 
The particular place, where the Arcadians 
maintained that Jupiter was born, was called 
Cretea. This region, near which flowed the 
river Nus h , or. Noah , they affirmed to have 
been the real land of his nativity, and not the 
ifland Crete *. It is remarkable, that, as there 
was a Crete in Arcadia, fo likewife there was 
a city Arcades in Crete k , and a city Arcadia 
in Egypt *. The fait is, as I have frequently 
obferved, that thefe are merely facred de- 
fcriptive titles ; for Cretea is Cur-Ait-Aia, the 
land of the burning Sun, and Arcadia is Arca- 
D’Aia, the country of the divine Ark. Pau- 
fanias informs us, that it would be almpfl: 
impoflible to enumerate every nation, which 
pretended, that Jupiter was born within their 
particular territory m . The reafon of this is 

h Pauf. Arcad. p. 680. 

1 Xvgce, Tf erA et rep At/xaw K^nria xoXa/x inf ttvha h i Kpnrtm 
8r» s| *f$ rtpxf AttqXKwpqs Ctbms «9T*xA»<s» r xat tub Kpiflijr, 

s»$« 0 Kgt)TM e%u hoyo<; rpaQwat Aiot, to TttT0 ilt *b xeti * v 

mi rntrii, etfjLQteGnTuerw 0! Pauf. Arcad. p. 678. 

k Agxa&?, Kpvms* Steph. Byzao. p. 166. 

1 Agita&ot, Aiyvvrn woXif. Ibid. p. 167. 

ro Hanoi (AH m KaTap&iAwaa’Scu xat frpQ$v(Ai&n »r* aTropoi, ovoevt 
k $1 Aoiv* 
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obvious j' wherever the Cabiric priefts were 
fcattered, they carried along with them iome 
traditions of Jupiter, the Titans, and the de- 
luge. Thefe, though they equally concerned 
the whole world, the vanity of each people 
conftantly appropriated to their own country. 

The mode, in which the infant Jupiter re- 
ceived his nourifhment, is varioufly related. 
Agathocles affirms, that he was nurfed by a 
fow Aratus, in one part of his Pbanomena , 
mentions, that he was fuckled by a £he- 
goat °; and, in another, by fhe-bears p : Virgil 
alTcrts, that he was nourished by bees **: and 
Mero afligns that office to doves. 

Z tvs S' A(> m Kgtrnj rpe^ero fieyeif, aS’ ApA r is 
vtv 

HhSh Maxaquv, o S’ Aefyero vs ati ptttem. 

Toy [tev AfA reaver inro ^aB’su rpt(f>oy Anpu, 
h[iJoponi\y QcpexcrAi att TlxtAvoto poAuv r . 

This curious fable is alluded to by Homer ; 

SsXovgi ytnaSeu *ai Tgaftjuai metf» efm A»a. Pauf. Meflen. 

P . 361- 

n Agath. apud Athen. Deipnof. lib. ix. p. 375 - 
e Arat. Phaen. p. 33. 

P Ibid. p. 8. 

** Georg, iv. ver. 149. The mythological import of bee9 
will be confidered in the next chapter, which treats of the Myf- 
teries. 

r Maero apud Athen. Deipnof. lib. xi. p. 49J. 

u 4 and 
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and his fcholiaft obferves, that doves were 
feigned to carry ambrofia to Jupiter, and that 
they flew with it between thofe tremendous 
Planfti pr Symplegadex, through which the 
Argo was barely navigated with fafety *. 
Hence it appears, that the doves of Jupiter 
are clofely conne&ed with the dove of Jaf6n, 
or Noah. As for the fow, mentioned by 
Agathocles, it was one of the arkite fymbols ; 
whence we find it introduced into the hif- 
tory of Venus and Adonis, and into one of 
the three Indian Avatars, which relate to the 
deluge : while the Ar&i or bears, which were 
fuppofed by lome to have fuckled Jupiter, 
were the bears of the fphere, concerning 
which I have already obferved, that the name 
Ar5tos appears to have been corrupted from 
Arc-Theus, the divine Ark. Jupiter then 
being an arkite god, we fhall fee the reafbn, 
why he was lbmetimes ftyled Erceus *; and 
why Danae, the mother of Perieus, was 
feigned to have been brought before his altar 
by Acrifius, in order that fhie might be 
obliged to confefs who was the father of her 


8 Tppvptf, rai v a/xopo<r»» j* A»V arxrpt ^spt*<rtr. 

OdyfT. lib. xii. ver. 63. 

pct/Sw* (pnn, ra( unprtgas hat tup nhayxrunt miropupxs 
xofjLifetf Au atfjL^cfot no.*. Schol. in loc. 

t Pauf. i Eliac. p. 412. 

child. 
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child u . We fliall alfo perceive, why he was 
intitled the preferver ; why his rites were 
elofely connected with the Mylleries of Ado- 
nis at Argos x j and why he is faid by Non- 
nus, in reference to the fymbolical Hippos 
and Hippa, to have embraced Dia, in the 
lhape of a horfe y , a fable, evidently the fame 
as the Hindoo legend concerning fhe inter- 
courfe of the Sun with the goddefs Devi 2 , of 
which name Dia is a mere inflexion. Pau- 
fanias in lhort exprefsly declares, that Nep- 
tune, Jupiter, Hercules, and Minerva, were 
all fly led Argeati, or arkite Gods' 1 , though 


u Axvxr,v xarxysi crvv ru TrottJt «art rov ino rov Ato? or. 

Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 1091. The reader will 
recoiled that this Ercean Jupiter, and the Agamemnon of Ho- 
mer, were one and the lame perfon. 

f x Kat At 0; «rt * tvrxvSa itpov Zvrygo;' xat Trxgme-i* etf to 01 xrj/xa, 
irrat$a to» A .form ctl yvvxtxts Agystuv o^perrat. Pauf. Corin. 

P* *5®- 

y Eivxtos \itrr\x 7\txrgx (ptgu irtgpx tCt^t At»j. Nonni Dionyf. 
lib. vii. p. 134. 

* Vide fupra p. 222. 

* Near Acacelium in Arcadia was a remarkable aflemblage 
of tl^efe arkite deities : Ceres with her torch 5 Defpena, who 
feems to be Proferpine, with an ark upon her knees $ Diana 5 
Anytus, one of the Titans, from whom, according to Onoma- 
critus, all the fufferings of Bacchus originated ; and, laftly, the 
Caret es, or Corybantes. *H pcs* bv AijftnTjjp tv &fta <ptpt 1, 
'*’'}► h ingot* xetfcc r 7 n£iCAfjx£» « 9 rt rvv Aicnrotvxv. *H it Atcrvrotvx 
rxvfrlfov t* xat KxXbfxtvriv xtpi* *wt Tot? yovutnv i^ft* ry it Tat t n 

mrm' TV Sgonv it txaltgvBtv Apn/x»j. — TJgog it tjj? Aiawomjf 

* Ttt 
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their votaries were not agreed, refpedting the 
import of the title b . ' 

The preceding remarks upon Bacchus and 
the Titans will prepare us for the confidera- 
tion of two feveral traditions refpefting that 
deity, which Mr. Bryant has applied, but I 
think erroneoufly, to the difperfion at Babel. 

The firft of them apparently relates to the 
elder Bacchus, or Noah. This hero-god is 
faid, by Homer, and Nonnus, to have been 
attacked, and put to flight along with his 


vu ayaXfiart ifvjxtr Atvros, %*[** vvXtCfittu Wptypp tsros‘ fact St at 
vtgt Tot lego*, T^afnrat mt Agcvotrxr vvo th A wltf, teat mai ran T*- 

TAVM XaX*(AtWr KCtl TOP ApVTOP. HofO. St 'OfMfkJ Oj’0/X«X^IT0( VCtfi I- 

>^a£t'p T0» Tit olp up to oh put, Ato rvay rt ervvi^nxtt c^yia, xai liras wj 
Ttravai Tu> Aiorvev tup Tpx%p.arup ivotrtetp ctVTovfyov{ r —Ta St if 
KovpriTUf - (vTot yap vvo t up ayaXputlvp mtvotrjprat) x at ra *f Kop- 
Garras aTnipyaCfAnove tv 1 tov 0 a ^ ov — . Pauf. A read, p, 675* 
This pefpena was highly revered by the Arcadians, and ac- 
counted, the daughter of Neptune. Some efteeraed her the 
fame as Ceres, but Paufanias was afraid of revealing the myf- 
tery to the profane. Tavmp pta \tra Siwr atGvc »» 0 1 ApxaSts m» 
At* votrar* Svydltpa h avlvr n ocnSupog street fact, xai AnpuiTfos «r»- 
uMcts *f Tow voXXovg tftr avrn Atcvwa.—-Tti{ St Atcvotrm to om/aa 
tSttca tf tvs arsXtnfVf ypxfttr. Ibid. p. 677. Above the grove 
pf this goddefe was the temple of her father, the Hippian Nep- 
tune. trig St to aXcog tact Iwtov HocuSupos, art v otlpos ms At- 
cwttvtis, xat $i«r aXXup net fivfMt, Ibid. The name of Defyena, 
no lefs than her hiftory, plainly lhews, that, like Ceres, fhe was 
U perfonification of the Ark. Pefpena is Da-Sipena, the decked 

Jbip. 

& Pauf. Achaic. p. 5B3. 

nurfes. 
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nurfes, by Lycurgus. Terrified with the im- 
pending danger, he fled over the plains of 
Nufa, and plunged into the waters of the 
Erythrean iea. 

OvSs ya(> aSe Apyanor vlor xpartpor A vxoopyor 
At/ v 1 iv, or pa. 3’eet<nv eiritgayiofcriy 
‘Or utors puuvoptevoio A luvuaroio nB’iivar ' 

Xevt xa,T iiyaB’eov Nwmiiov cu S’ apta zsacrai 
QwS’Aa. %aptai xartxtvav, vrr avfyotyomo Au- 
xapya 

Ouvo/jttvcu $X7rXrtyi' A lavvtror Se QoGij&eir 
AvcrtSy aXor xara xv/ut’ &ertr S' wreftj'aro 

X0X 7TU 

AuSurra , 0 . — 

In a mad mood, while Bacchus blindly rag’d, 
Lycurgus drove his trembling bands confuted 
O’er the vaft plains of Nufa. They in hafte 
Threw down their facred implements, and fled 
In dreadful diffipation. Bacchus (aw 
Rout upon rout ; and loft in wild diftnay 
Plung’d in the deep : here Thetis in her arms 
Receiv’d him, (huddering at the dire event. 

4 • Bryant . 

EA7t£to yap K qoviava vspoaavriZew Avxooqyu, 
Ai&iqix irarayoio rvrov fyovreuov axauv 
Ta/>GaXeotr Se ztaSem <Qvyw axiyyiror oSmjr 
TXavxoy E pvB-pattir wrtovoraTo xvpta &aXa<7<7r,s‘ 


c Iliad, lib. vi. ver. 130. 

Toy 
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T tv Jf 0«r is (Zu&fq <piXiu) vjtixpvev ctyo^y, 

K eu fiiv ea’co SwovTot, z3cA'j<pAot<r£oio fieActS’px, 
Xe/Mrt QiAo^slvoutiv A ga,\f/ tiinret^eTo Ntigtve 

From fierce Lycurgus, 

Bacchus all trembling, as he fled away. 

Call’d on the mighty Erythrean deep 
To yield him lhelter. Thetis heard his cries,, 

1 x'Vnd as he plung’d beneath the turbid wave. 
Receiv’d him in her arms : old Nereus too. 
The Arabian god, ftretch’d out his friendly 
-hand, 

And led him darkling through the vaft abyls r 
Of founding waters . Bryant. 

Lycurgus is ufually thought to have been 
a Thracian prince; but this, like the circum- 
ftance of Bacchus plunging into the Ery- 
threan fea, is a mere local appropriation. Ly- 
curgus feems, in faCt, to be the fame mytho- 
logical, character as Lycaon, the wicked king 
of Arcadia ; both being equally a perfonifica- 
tion of the great body of impious antedilu- 
vians. The introduction indeed of the Ery- 
threan fea Ihews evidently, that the ftory is 
of oriental extraction ; and completely proves 
the abfurdity of fuppofing Lycurgus ever to 
have been literally a king of Thrace. I ap- 

4 Dionyf. lib. xx. p. 361. 

' prehend 
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prehend in fhort, that the whole fable origi- 
nated from the fame fource, as the legend of 
the amphibious monfter Oannes ; who was 
'fuppofed by the Chaldeans to have afcended 
from the waters of the Erythrean lea, and to 
have inftru&ed the aflembled multitudes in 
the hiftory of the cofmogony e . I do not 
fee what connection it can poffibly-have with 
the events of the Babylonian tower ; nor can 
I conceive, why either Nimrod, or his dif- 
perfed Cuthites, fhould be reprefented as flaw- 
ing plunged into the fea, in order to avoid 
the vengeance of heaven. But if we fuppofe 
Lycurgus f to be a perfonification of the Ti- 
tanic antediluvians, and Bacchus to be the 
fcriptural Noah, the import of the tradition 
will fcarcely require to be pointed out. The 
friendly element, which preferved the patri- 
arch, overwhelmed his enemies with inevi- 
table deftruClion. 

As for the nurfes of Bacchus, though 
fpoken of in the plural number, they are all 
^equally the Ark ; and the reafon, why they 
are defcribed as being more than one, is 


e Syncel. Chronog. p. 29. 

f Lycurgus, and Lycaon, are both derived from Luc, the Sun, 
;in allufioo to the folar idolatry of the antediluvians, which was 
unmixed with the later invention of hero-worfhip. 

mere- 


\ 
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merely .becaufe the fame veflel was defig- 
nated by a variety of different name3. Hence 
we are fometimes told, that Hippa was the 
nurfe of Bacchus ; while at other times that 
office is affigned to Mifa, I no, Ifis, Nufa, or 
the Hyades. The fables indeed both of the 
infancy of Jupiter, and of the infancy of Bac- 
chus, fprung from the very fame allegory. 
As the entrance of Noah into the Ark was 
cfteemed his death, fo his egrefs was confi- 
dered as a fecond birth. Hence, in the my- 
thology of paganifm, we fometimes find him 
reprefented as ail old man, and fometimes a9 
an infant. 

But, what, in an efpecial manner, decides 
the identity of Noah, and of that Bacchus, 
who plunged into the fea, is the name of the 
place where the event is faid to have hap- 
pened. Nufa manifeftly received its appel- 
lation from Nufa, the nurfe or Ark of Noah ; 
while Dionufus, the proper diftindtivef title of 
the elder Bacchus 5 , is Dio-Nufus, the god 


e All mythic writers allow the exiftence of an elder and a 
younger deity, both of whom they indifferently call Dionufus 
and Bacchus. In ftri& propriety however the two names ought 
always to be kept entirely diftinft. The elder deity, or Noah, 
,1s Dionufus or Dio-Nus, but not Bacchus : the yojxnger deity* 
Qt Raamah the fon of Cufh, is Bacchus or Bar-Chus, but nst 
Dionufus, 

Nus. 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


3°3 

Nus h . In a fimilar manner, and with the 
moft exadl propriety, Nufa is reprefented as 
the Icene of Jupiter’s triumph over Typhon. 
The God yoked his Winged fteeds to his cha- 
riot ; and purfiling his enemy as far as mount 
Nufa, attacked him with flaming thunder- 
bolts*. We have feen a variety of places, 
called Minoa, fituated in very different coun- 
tries, all of which derived their names from 
Minos or Menu, the great patriarch ; thus 
alfo, and with the very fame allufion, we find 
a Nufa in Beotia, in Thrace, in Arabia, in In- 
dia, in Libya, in Naxus k , in Caria, in Cau- 
cafus, and upon the Nile *. 

1 

h In a former publication I derived the word differently; but 
I now think, that I was miftaken. At the fame time it is not 
improbable, that fome mutilated traditions of the fall may have 
been blended with the hiftory of Noah. See Hors Mofaics, 
vol. i. p. 

1 Apollod. Bibl. lib. i. cap. 6. Winged horfes are affigned 
to Jupiter, as being an arkite or hippian deity. For a fimilar 
reafon, after the union of the two fuperftitions, Pelops is de« 
feribed as riding in a chariot drawn by winged horfes. Hence 
alfo white horfes were deemed facred to A polks the Sun. He- 
rod. lib. i. cap. 189. lib. vii, cap. 55. Thus the Scythians la- 
enticed horfes to the orb of day ; Herod, lib. i. cap. 216. and 
bite Heeds Were highly venerated both by the Druids, and the 
Perfiaas. Borlafe’s Cornwall, p. 140, 144. 

k Naxus received its name in honour of Nuach-Zeus, tU 
god Noah : it was facred to Bacchus, and famed for one of hia 
celebrated exploits. Steph. Byzan. p. 580.— Apoilod. 
Bibl. lib. iii. cap. 5. 

1 H pit Nvaaa. <r Tier* ogof, vf it Bourn*, **1 Sf*xy f xm 

Afa- 
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The weapon, with which Homer arms 
Lycurgus, is a Bu-Plex, or ox-goad. I think 
it probable, with Mr. Bryant, that the origi- 
nal word was Bu-Peleg, though I cannot pre- 
cifely aflent to the fignification, which he af- 
fixes to it. The inflexion of Bu-Plex, that 
occurs in the preceding citation from Homer, 
is Bu-Plegi ; and the Hebrew plural of Bu- 
Peleg will alfo be Bu-Plegi. If this com- 
pound term be literally tranflated, it will be 
the Jlr earns of the ox ; or, in other words, the 
diluvian ocean of the tauriform Ark. Peleg, 
as we have feen, is the radical, which equally 
enters into the words Phlegya, Pelafgus, and 
Pelagus ; and it appears uniformly to fignify 


Apct&iai, xcu Iv&xvt xeei A &vy, kou ,N own h flro?Uf, s» K atpta, 
xcti £9 ru Kavxaenu o^fi* owov & vr,<ro$, §9 Ns t u vordfxu. Schol. 
in Iliad, lib. vi. ver. 134. According to Pliny, Scythopolis 
was once called Nufa y from the nurfe of Bacchus. Scythopo- 
Iin, aritea Nyfam a Libero patre fepulta nutrice ibi. Plin. 
Nat. Hift. lib. v. cap. 18. Hence it will follow, that Nufa is 
the fame mythological chara&er as Hippa, for they are both 
equally faid to have been the nurfe of Bacchus ; in other words, 
they are both equally the Noetic Ark. There was moreover a 
bjufa ih Ethiopia, the land of the Cuthites, where the myfte- 
ries of Bacchus were in former times very devoutly celebrated. 
Herod, lib. iii. cap. 97. The Nufa, where Jupiter was fup- 
pofed to have conquered Typhon, is faid by Apollodorus to 
have been' th<* feat of Bacchus, and the Hvades. Apollod. Bibl. 
lib. iii. cap. 4. The mythological hiftory of the Hyades has 
been already .confidered. 

• ‘ * " a divi- 
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a divijion occafioned by water m . The legend 
therefore refpeCting the ox-goad means no- 
thing more; than that, when Bacchus, or 
Noah, fled from Lycurgus, he was purlued 
by the mighty {breams of the Ocean, which 
bore up the Ark upon their furface. 

The fecond tradition, which Mr. Bryant 
alfo applies to the difperfion of the Cuthites, 
teems rather, to allude to fome temporary re- 
verfe of fortune experienced, in' the courfe of 
his celebrated expedition, by Raamah, the 
younger or Indian Bacchus. Mr. Maurice 
mentions a check received by the forces of 
this hero-god, previous to their laft victorious 
conflict with Ravan, king of Ceylon n , which 
I apprehend to be the very event celebrated 
by Nonnus. The brother of Ravan is de- 
fcribed as a mighty giant, but pofleffing all 
the attributes of the claflical Morpheus °. He 

m A very ingenious writer, Mr. Catcott, in histreatife on 
the deluge, annexes this fenfe to the fcriptural name Peleg , in 
whofe days the earth was divided. He fuppofes, that this di- 
vifion was not a partition of the earth into dates and kingdoms, 
but the violent difruption of America from Africa. 1 will not 
pretend to decide, how far his l'yftem is tenable ; but this at 
lead is certain, that Peleg fignifies a divijion by means of inter - 
vening water, 

n Hid. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 244. 

0 Mr. Maurice does not inform us what was the name of 
this gigantic brother of Ravan j but, fhould it at all approxi- 

vol. 11. x mate 
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took an active part in the war againft Rama; 
and fell at length, together with his brother 
and fovereign, by the hand of that conqueror 1 *. 
If now we recur to the Dionyftacs, we {hall 
find, that Nonnus oppofes to his hero the 
younger Bacchus a prince called Deriades, 
afligning to him, as a fon-in-law and auxi- 
liary, a perfbn named Morreus ; and that, at 
the termination of the war, Deriades is {lain, 
like Ravan, and Morreus defperately wounded. 
The paflage then, which Mr. Bryant cites, 
and applies to the difperfion of the Cuthites, 
is a defcription of the temporary defeat of the 
Bacchanalian army by this Deriades, which, as 
I have juft obferved, I conjefture to be the 
fame event as the check, that Rama experienced 
from Ravan ; and w r ere we poflefled of any 
tranflation of the Ramayan , the Sanfcreet epic 
poem, in, which are fung the exploits of Ra- 
ma, it is not improbable, that it might be 
found to coincide both in this, and in many 
other points, with the Dionyjiacs of Nonnus <1 . 


mate to that of Morreus, we certainly ipay, in that cafe, con- 
fider him as the prototype of Morpheus. 
p Hid. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 246. 

q “ The firft poet of the Hindus,” fays Sir Wra. Jones, 
“ was the great Valmic, and his Rim ay an is an Epic poem on 
“ the fame lubjedt, (viz. the war between Rama and Ravan) 
“ which, in unity of adtion, magnificence of imagery, and elc- 
** gance of dyle, far furpaifes the.learned and elaborate work of 

“ Non- 
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Could it only be fatisfa&orily proved, that the 
younger Bacchus is Nimrod, I fliould readily 
aflent to Mr. Bryant’s interpretation of the 
paflage in queftion; but fince he rather ap- 
pears to be Raamah, I feel myfelf compelled 
v to rejed it. The paflage cited in the Analy - 
Jisy with the addition only of a few verfes to 
render the fenfe more complete, is as follows. 

B ourrco^av Jk QaAayyct, cureor cto^t Twrrav , 

A tiQtaJtif eJiaxev, ear crx^ov fiXcure wvpyav 
Oiyo/xevx tto/tclv era irvAeavor eefiyav* 

T eixeor u\piAo<poto $iaxo/juevcu Jk n^a 
A<reor error ixctw co7ro<ryrct^er fiS’aJ'or vAtfr. 
A<rc&eer Jk QaoAcLyyer d^eei xvxKct xeAev&x 
E <rtx ov sv & < *' KCLl ev ^ A eir Trre^ov Evpv, 

E ir fax** Z etyvpoio, ttcl^ eovrepov kAl/ulcl yowir, 

A i Jk Nor# Trnftct, Treaty aAtipover, di Jk B optjor 
Boorretpi^er xKoveorro r . 

Now fled the Bacchic troops, while on their rear 
Hung the fierce vidtor, proud Deriades. - 

u Nonnus, intitled Dionyfiaca , half of which, or twenty-four 
u books, I perufed with great eagernefs, when I was very young, 

“ and {hould have travelled to the conclufion of it, if other 
“ purfuits had not engaged me. I {hall never have leifure ty 
“ compare the Dionyjiacs with the Ramey an 3 but am confident, 
f< that an accurate comparifon of the two poems would prove 
“ Dionyfus and Rama to have been the fame perfon 3 and I 
“ incline to think, that he was Rama, the fon of C,u(h, who 
“ might have eftablifhed the firft regular government in this 
* f part of Afia.” Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 258. 
r Dionyf. lib. xxxiv. p. 568. 

X 2 Part 
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Part fought the town ; part fled in deep difmay, 

„ By different routs, uncertain where they pafs’d. 

Some fought the limits of the eaftern world'; 

Some, where the craggy weftern coaft extends, 

Sped to the regions of the fetting Sun. 

Sore travel others felt, and wander’d far 

Southward ; while many fought the dilTant 
north, 

All in confufion. . Bryant in part. 

There is yet another peculiarity, which 
tends additionally to prove the identity of the 
younger Bacchus, and the Hindoo Rama. 
The latter of thefe deities is faid to have en- 
gaged Hanumat to attend him along with an 
army of apes, in his expedition againft the 
gigantic tyrant of Ceylon s : the former is 
univerfally defcribed as invading India with a 
numerous retinue of Satyrs, Lenae, Thy*, 
Mimallones, and Naiads *. Hanumat him- 
felf appears to be the fame perfon as the claf- 
fical Silenus ; who is faid by Diodorus Sicu- 
*lus to have been the firft king of Nufa, and to 
have had a tail like an ape u . He vvas a con- 


* Maur. Hift. of Hind. vol. ii. p. 239. 
t Strab. lib. x. p. 468. 

u Bibl. lib. iii. p. 203. Both Hanumat and Silenus feera 
to be the fame as Pan, who is faid by Diodorus to have accom- 
panied Ofiris in his expedition to India. (Diod. Bibl. lib. i. 
p. 16.) Pan however I have already Ihewn to be in fa& no 
other than Ofiris himfelf, or the Solat Noah. (Vide fupra 
' * vol. i. 
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ftant attendant upon Bacchus * ; whence 
Nonnus calls the whole retinue of that deity 
by the common name of 'Silent r . In a fub- 
fequent age, when Alexander the great invaded 
India, he affedted to imitate the manners of 

vol. i. p. 160.) Hence it is evident, that he is erroneoufly in- 
troduced into the hiftory of the younger Oliris, or Raamah. 
The fame remark will apply to Silenus, whom I.fufpedt to be 
equally the patriarch Noah, worfhipped under the title of the 
great lunar or arkite god. The Phenicians termed the Moon 
Lebana, or Lubana: from this word, by omitting the middle 
fyllable, the Latins feem to have formed their term Luna ; and 
the Greeks, by adding to it the particle Za , their appellation 
Sedent. As the feminine Selene was the great arkite Moon , fo the 
mafculine Silenus was the god of the great arkite Moon. Silenus 
in fhort was the fame as the Deus-Lunus , who was worfhipped, 
according to Spartian, in Carrhae of Mefopotarpia 3 (Spart. 
Comm, in Carac. cap. 7.) and, in reference I apprehend to the 
intoxication of Noah, he was conftantly reprefented as the pa- 
tron of drunkennefs. It is worthy of obfervation, that the ex- 
cellent mythological poet Virgil puts into his mouth a fong 
refpe&ing Chaos, Saturn, Pyrrha, and Deucalion, which is evi- 
dently borrowed from the fimilar fongs afcribed to Orpheus, 
(Compare Virg. Bucol. vi. ver. 31. — Orph. Argon, ver. 12, — 
Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 496.) Laftly, what feems indifpnta- 
bly to prove his identity with Noah, he is faid by Diodorus to 
have been the firft king of Nufa, or the Noetic Ark . 

, x Diod. Sic. Bibl. lib. iv. p. 212. 

y Dionyf. lib. xxix. p. 469. Thefe Sileni were the fame as 
the Satyrs, (Nonni Dionyf. lib. xxix. p. 469.) whom the poet 
reprefents with the tails of horfes. 

■ — 1 " i MFUW OB TlTCtUOfAtni that, VUTOV 

Ofltog apQufaK tos ovpyi. 

Nonni Dionyf. lib. xiv. p. 256. 

x 3 his 
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his predeeeflor the younger Bacchus ; and the 
march of his victorious army refembled the 
mad proceffion of the Satyrs, and the Mimal- 
lones. His friends were crowned with chap- 
lets of flowers ; the fprightly notes of mufic 
refbunded in all quarters •, and during the fpace 
of feven days, the whole army exhibited a 
continued fcene of riot, drunkennefs, and pro- 
fufion *. 

I have obferved, that although Nonnus 
diltinguilhes, with fufficient accuracy, be- 
tween the firft and the fecond Bacchus, yet he 
frequently confounds together their refpeCtivc 
hiftories. The curious fable of Beroe is a re- 
markable inflance of this, which, although 


* iEmulatus Patris Liberi non gloriam folum, quam ex illis 
gentibus deportaverat ; fed etiam famam (live illud triumphui 
fuit ab eo primum inftitutus, five Bacchantium lufus ftatuit 
imitari,) animo fuper humanum faftigium elato. Vicos, per 
. quos iter efat, floribus coronifque fterni jubet : liminibus aedi- 
um crateres vino repletos, et alia eximiae magnitudinis vafa dif- 
poni: vehicula deinde conftrata, ut plures capere milites pof- 
fent, in tabernaculorum modum ornari, alia candidif velis, alia 
vefte pretiofa. Primi ibant amici, et cohors regia, variis redi- 
mita floribus coronifque : alibi tibicinum cantus ; alibi lyrae 
fonus audiebatur j item in vehiculis pro copia cujufque ador- 
natis, comelfabundus exercitus, armis quae maxime decora erapt 
circumpendentibus. Ipfum convivafque currus vehebat crate- 
ri$ aureis ejufdemque materiae ingentibus poculis praegravis. 
Hoc modo per dies feptem bacchabundum agmen inceffit. 
Quint. Curt. lib. ix. cap. io. 

intro- 
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introduced into the Dionyfiacs, is no way con- 
nected with the exploits of the younger Bac- 
chus, but belongs exclufively to the era of the 
elder, or; Noah. The ftory has been very 
much corrupted by the weftern mythologifts. 
They ufually defcribe Beroe, as the nurfe of 
Semele ; and feign, that Juno, afluming her 
ihape, malicioufly perfuaded Semelfc to make 
fuch a requeft to Jupiter, as occafioned her 
death a . That fhe was clofely conneded with 
Bacchus, there can be no doubt ; and Nonnus 
throws fo much light upon her mythological 
hiflory, that we lhall find but little difficulty 
in the analyfis of it. He gives her legend, 
and that of the city, which received its pame 
from her, in the following remarkable lan- 
guage. 

*P i£ct (&ix Bs(>o*i, njoXiuv jpotyos, ev%or uvcixtuv, 
Ilp&rrotpctvfif, cuuvos ofjLomroPt, avvS-^avs KorfA.it, 

'E J'qa.vov 'E (ffiticto, &x>lf 7 rtdov, et$v 9’e[ti<ruv, 

EvJiov eutp^oavvv\i, Jopiof, oixof eparruy, 

B CLK"XP T£f>7TVSV fJ'fS'A OV, iVCOvKlOV iO’X.ectt p*lf , 

NtiffStJuv a.veoB’fifA.a., A <ar Jo/ttov, A ptos auAif. 
Ofjpepfixns x&pnroov AiSctvti'iJof a,<rpov agxpyf. 

Tti&vof urotxt](fcs optotyoptof Qxictvoio, 

'Of Bepoqv $<pvrevrey ito 7roXv7n£ctxt 7ra.<fu, 

TyiB’vos tKfA.a,\toinv opuArircOf vpcsvcuotf, 

* Hyg. Fab. 179. Ovid. Metam. lib. iii. ver. 275. 
x 4 


Digitized by 


Google 



312 


A DISSERTATION 


l H V7T$f kfVOfJLWty €7r€<PflfA,t<rctV> BVTS i * 

'Ttyilktir Qikcrrtiros v 7 roGgv%tvi tbkbv bvvh\.^ 

. AAA a ns 07 rXar€(>t\ Trekerat (parts, om fuv ai/nj 
A vtyopws K v&spsta xuSigrtfretpa ysveS’Afis 
ktrsv^tcf TravAivKov k$cdvt$i ysirova 

Til Aoxivo/aivy ^purayysAos ettrert B'scrfjuoov 
ZlKBOLVOf 7TQ()€ At%oSioV ifyji KQCfMt) 

kBvaea TiAcLfMcovt yjiM pitrgXfjLBvov i )$&(>. 

, K at, TlaQivis odhva rsAimyomo ^aB’ovrss 
QtjpBs eGaKx&jorro, Aeav Jg ns a$pw aB’vpcov 
XetAei /asiAix 1 ® p&X if l v tiTTraZero ravpx, 
kx^fTBpas ?ofAars<r<n tytAov fjLvxv\&[JLov taAAcov, 

K at TQox&Aatf @apvi& 7 rov e 7 nppfj<nrccv irB^oy qttM 
'Ittitos avBxqoraAi^e, ysve&Aiov tjxov apaovcov, 

K at 7ro$of v\pi7ro(>oio B’opativ €7nQy}ro^t iraAfuy 

Tlop^aAts atoAomros B 7 TB(rxi( 2 rfjfS A aycoca. 

YLai B Bpofjv yeAoootrav sri @(>s(pos d/a/aan x si P® v 
As^afjLBVfi irapa fJLifrqos oka xoo-fioio rtS'fivtj 
II ap&svos k^^atvj x$ V(ref lf B’psTrrB^a yBirsS’Afis 
'Evvo/aa 7ra7rratvx<rav avBT(>B(pBV e/dp^ovi f*a(m. 

K at B Bpwis fJLSveatviv BTrmvfJuov asv 

n^opanis B epofj 7tbAb avyx^ovos ffAixt x&rpup, 
N o^styovoio (pepaw/aos, i\v /aBravafOi 
TIbbs kvtrovtav wrartfia Qeyyea Vcopcfjs 
Bti(wrov xaAsx<rtv, bttbi AtGava ttbcb yiiruv \ 

Dionyf. lib. xli. p. 698. et, infra. 

Hail 


Digitized by Google 



ON THE CABIRI. 


3*3 


Hail Beroe, faireft offering of the Nereids ! 
Beroe all hail ! thou root of life, thou boaft 
Of kings, thou nurfe of cities, with the world 
Coeval ; hail, thou ever-favotrr’d feat 
Of Hermes, and of Venus j lov’d abode 
Of Bacchus, Mars, Diana, Jupiter ! 

In the wide world of waters, Tethys thee 
To Ocean bore ; and call’d thee Amymone ; 
What time Orchomenus, fam’d Lebanon’s ftar. 
Rode foremoft of the heavenly hofl, Orchome- 
nus 

With Tethys, and Oceanus, coeval. 

But later poets feign, that lovely Beroe 
Deriv’d her birth from Venus and Adonis. 

Soon as the infant fawthe light, with joy* 

Old Ocean ftraight receiv’d her in his arms ; 

And e’en the brute creation fhar’d the pleafure. 

The tawny lion for a while forgot 

His nature, and with wanton gambols play’d 

Around the fearlefs ox ; the generous fteed 

In graceful curvets teftified his joy j 

The fpotted panther frolick’d near the hare ; 

And clofe befide the wolf, the blithfome kid 

Rejoic’d fecure, and gaily play’d at will 

His wayward fancies. Now the fmiling babe 

Affrea, guardian of the golden age. 

Took from* its parent’s arms, and fondly prefs’d 
Clofe to the bofom. In fucceeding years 
A facred town deriv’d its myflic name 
From that fair child, whofe birth coeval was 

With 
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ith the vaft globe ; but rich Aufonia’s Tons 
The city call Berytus. 

This curious legend is ftyled by Nonnus the 
hymn cf Beroe-Amymon}\ and he affociates 
it with what he calls the marine war of the di - 
luvian Juptter, and the far-celebrated Bacchus . 

AA Kd B‘e/xi<?07roXis Begot!? 7rdgd yeirovi 
'Yftvov A/xv/xmt}? Ai£cLvtj'i£s? ei7rctre M 
K cti j3 vB’ia c K govi^do, Kdt evv/xvoto A voubt 
Aged KVfJOdToerrd d . 

He mentions likewife, that the city Bero } was 
founded by Saturn ; and repeatedly maintains, 
that its age was equal to that of the world, 
and that it could boaft an antiquity far fupe- 
rior to that of Tarfus, of Thebes, or of Sar- 
dis. 

Kdi Begot}? vdTcrdVTo 7ToXiv 7rgct)Tc<T7rogov efytjv, 

C H> K goto? dvTO? efoijxe.—— 

AAA d ttoXi? Bsgoti 7rgorepov 7re \ev, ijv d/xd ydty, 
n parrotpdvt}? evotjtrev o/xt}AiKd (rvjx<pvro? dim. 

Ov Tore Tdptro? evy rep^ijxGporo?, * Tore &t}Qt} y 
O v Tore Xdg^ie? ti<rdv e . 

c The reader will recollect, that Buthos, the great ahyfs , is de- 
clared by Epiphanius to be the fame as Chaos. Vide fupra 
vol. i. p. 247. Jupiter- Buthi us therefore is the diluvian Noah. 
d Dionyf. xli. p. 692. 
e Ibid. p. 695. 

He 
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He fuppofes alfo that Beroe was beloved by 
Bacchus { ; and concludes with celebrating 
her marriage with Neptune. 

‘fly {pcLfAsvqf inure cttB'e^of v-J/t/AtJav Zev;, 

K ou B epotjc vfAevouov S7rsT^S7rtv Evvotnyetiu, 

Kett fj.oB'ov eyrgyuve yxuo^oAov i. 

Mr. Bryant fuppofes Beroe to be a perfbni- 
fication of the Ark h ; and I readily allow, that 
many of the expreffions in the preceding paf- 
fages feem to warrant fuch a fuppofition ; 
neverthelefs I cannot help entertaining fome 
doubts of its propriety. The city Berytus is 
declared by Nonnus to have received its name 
from Beroe, and it is faid by Sanchoniatho to 
have been given by Cronus to Neptune and 
the Cabiri *. Berytus however, or Beroe, is 
evidently the Beruth k of the Phenician my- 

f Dionyf. lib. xlii. p. 71 1. 

8 Ibid. lib. xliii. p. 746. , 

h Anal. vol. ii. p. 357. 

* Vide fupra vol. iy p. 39. 

k Beruth is allegorically faid by Sanchoniatho to be the wife 
of Eliun-Hypfiltus, and the mother of heaven and earth \ the 
import of which expreffions I have already pointed out. Vide 
fupra vol. i. p. 69. Mr. Bryant fuppofes the word Baris , 
which lignifies an ark or Jbip, to be only a variation of Berith, 
a covenant j hence he is neceffarily led to conje6hire, that Bero& 
or Berith is a perfonification of the Ark. I am not fufficiently 
mailer of the niceties of Hebrew grammar to decide perempto- 
rily, that fuch a derivation is not allowable 5 but I certainly 

do 
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thologift, and confequently the Berith of 
Scripture, which is not the Noetic Ark, but 
the covenant of God with Noah ; and the 
preceding tradition preferved by Nonnus ex- 
actly correlponds with this opinion. Beroe, 
as we have juft feen, was efteemed by fome 
the daughter of Oceanus and Tethys; by 
others, the offspring of Venus and Adonis. 
The purport is much the fame, whichever of 
thefe opinions be adopted. If the firft be pre- 
ferred, the covenant, when perfonified, is na- 
turally enough, in the language of allegory. 


do not recoiled any in fiance of a fimilar nature. The Hebrew 
W perpetually pafifes into the Babylonian J"l, whence the patri- 
arch was by the Chaldeans denominated JTO ; but I am 
not aware, that the r», which happens to form part of the He- 
brew word, is ever changed irlto Should this remark be 
juft, may we not derive Baris from Baris, (2H3) a Jir , rather 
than from Berith, a covenant ? According to fuch a derivation, 
a (hip would be metonymically termed Baris from the materi- 
als, of which it was conftru£ed. 

Labitur undta vadis abies : mirantur et undap, 

Miratur nemus infuetum, fulgentia longe 
Scuta virum fluvio, pi6lafque innare carinas. 

iEneid. lib. viii. ver. 91. 

It may perhaps confirm the fuppofition, that Baris is not 
derived from Berith, if it be obferved, that the word Berith ne- 
ver occurs in Scripture in the fenfe of a Jbip. Baris, or the 
Ark, was worshipped as a goddefs in Armenia, not far from 
the river Araxes 3 in that country in fhort, where the Noetic 
Ark firft landed, and where the fabulous Jafon was reported to 
have penetrated. See Strab., Geog. lib. xi, p. 531. 

feigned 
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feigned to be the child of the Ocean by Te- 
thys or .the deluge : if tho fecond be taken, 
Adonis being the very fame as Ofiris or the 
elder Bacchus, and Venus being the Ark, the 
covenant, in this Cafe, will be the mythologi- 
cal offspring of Noah, and the vefTel in which 
he was preferved. Beroe is further fly led the 
root of life , and is laid to be exactly coeval with 
the prefent world. Thefe expreffions ferve only 
to intimate, that fafety from all apprehenlions 
of a future deluge was promifed, and that the 
covenant was made, at the very time when 
the renovated world emerged from the wa- 
ters. For the fame reafon, fhe.is denominated 
the beloved refuge of all the arkite gods, and is 
clofely connected with the aquatic war of 
Bacchus, and the diluvian Jupiter. Hence 
alfb Orchomenus, whom we have repeatedly 
feen to be Orca-Menu, the arkite Noah, is 
celebrated by Nonnus as the friend and con- 
temporary of Oceanus, the fabulous parent of 
Beroe ; and it particularly deferves our atten- 
tion, that he is declared to be the ftarry god 
of Lebanon, notwithftanding the pretenfions 
of the Greeks, who reprefented him as an in- 
habitant of their own country. Hence too, 
the .virgin Aftrea, who had long quitted the 


1 Tethys feems to be Tit-Theus, the divine diluvian chaos. 

pol- 
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polluted abodes of mortals, is once more in- 
troduced as the heavenly nurfe of the youth- 
ful Bero&. And hence, in allufion to the fu- 
pernatural tamenefs of the animals within the 
Ark, a tamenefs, which in all probability con- 
tinued fome time after their liberation in or- 
der that the weaker forts might be preferved, 
the lion is defcribed by Nonnusas lying down 
with the ox, and the panther as dandling the 
kid m . We have no particular reafon for fup- 
pofing, that Beroe, confidered literally as a 
city, was much prior either to Thebes, or ( 
Tarfus ; but, if the real Beroe, the Berith or 
covenant of God, be fpoken of, it was necef- 
farily much prior to all poftdiluvian cities 
whatfoever. It is fomewhat remarkable, that 
Nonnus bellows upon Beroe the title of 
Amymone. This mythological nymph was 
one of the fifty daughters of Danaus, whom 
I fufpedl to be the very fame as the fifty 
daughters of Nereus. Accordingly we find, 
that Hyginus enumerates Bferoe among the 

m Clemens Romanus mentions this miraculous tamenefs, J 
which indeed was abfolutely neceflary, during the confinement 
of the animals within the Ark. Aueruai* h* ccvtu (N«i) o Atrm m 
T*}{ roc ticre^Scvra EN 'OMONOI^t £cya tiq K&unroy. Epift. I. ad 
Cor, The fame notion prevailed in the heathen world, as we 
are informed by Lucian, in his account of the flood of Deu- 
calion. Luc de dea Syr. 

Nereids. 
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Nereids n . Amymone was fuppofed to have 
become the mother of the Argonaut Naupli- 
us, iri confequencc of her intercourfe with 
Neptune ; and the amour was believed to 
have been carried ‘on at Lerna, or El- Erin- 
Ai, the land of the divine Ark. 

Upon the whole, the hiftory of Beroe, as 
detailed by Nonnus, is a lingular confirma- 
tion of the remarks, made in the preceding 
part of this work, upon Berytus and the Phe- 
nician Cabiri. 


n I Iyg. Prsef. Fab. 


chap. 
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CHAP. X. 

THE IDENTITY AND IMPORT OP THE SEVE- 
RAL MYSTERIES OP ISIS, CERES, MITHRAS, 
BACCHUS, RHEA, ADONIS, AND THE CABIRI 
A DISSERTATION ON THE MITHRATIC CA- 
VERN. 

Nothing now remains but to offer a 
few obfervations upon the identity and im- 
port of the feveral Myfteries of Ifis, Ceres, 
Mithras, Bacchus, Rhea, Adonis, and the Ca- 
biri. Thefe, as the reader indeed will have 
perceived from what has already been laid, 
were inftituted in commemoration of the de- 
luge ; and they were almoft invariably cele- 
brated in the dark receffes of the confecrated 
oracular grotto. 

The Myfteries, though frequently called 
by the names of different deities, were in 
fubftance all the fame. Thus Strabo afferts, 
that the Curetic orgies, which were cele- 
brated In memory of the birth of Jupiter, 
very much refembled thofe of Bacchus, Ce- 
res, and the Phrygian Cybele a ; and he fur- 


* Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 468, 469. 


ther 
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ther obferves, that poets and mythologies 
were continually accuftomed to join together 
the orgies of Bacchus and Silenus, the rites of 
Cybele, and the worfhip which was paid to 
Jupiter at mount 01ympus b . Thus alfo the 
author of the Orphic poems defcribes the 
Myfteries of Bacchus as being immediately 
connected with thofe of Ceres, Rhea, Venus, 
and Ifis c ; and pr^fents us with the follow- 
ing remarkable combination of Cabiric gods, 
which additionally tends to demonftrate the 
identity of all the ancient Orgies. 

Bgifixr tvSvvaroio yevAf, tpy a'i^Aa, 

Ttrymuv 

Grpetttv rs Ztjvof, opeovityo/jt,x re - Xat^siav 
M firpof, at tv Kv&tXoir o^ttrtv fAtiria-ATO xxqtiv 
$epre(pov»iv zst(>t vjatqos Ajxcufjutxeris Kgoviavo?’ 

EiiXijeoe, xui M apffvatj xai OXt/xwor, ffviayotTts ii{ »», nasi tip- 
Tfitf otv’Kuf ifopatTtu -taraAir xat ttTuq rcc Atopvaia, xat r» Qgwyia ttf 
h atpx'ftp^ai' tvp ti xat to* O ’Kvpxitop avyxt^ypxtv^ JiKaxts u<; 
to avro op oj xTt"7r«0'»*. Strab. Geog. lib. X. p. 470. 
c Stapx e^ogo* xaXtu ta$r)xo<popQV A iovvao*, 

Enrsp/xa <mohv(xs/>)ror rohvwpv/xop Et QtiXrio^' 


E»r* if EXivaivo; r egvrr) vya SvotvTi, 

Eire xai tp Qpvyw avp fxvj repi (xurnrofaVits, 

H Ktffjw t spry avp ivrifapu KvBt^ttp, 

H xat G?vpo<pogoif iirtyaMeat dyms, 

Xvp at) (jw Tgi Bsa fxt\anj(pofv lath aifxm, 

AiyvvTts ita %ay%vpxa——. Orph. Hymn. 41. 

VOL. II. T M 
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M»f %* Keif •atptptifiov aptvfyv, 

Of>Ktct t I ieuav, K opvGanuv r aarAtrov k%vV 
Atifwper ts vskeinfv, xaf $«p<re<pey>;r p*ey<t •tatvd'os’ 
Qsrpiotpoqos & as *fv‘ if ^ eeyXetet Supee Ket,Go(>uv' 
X^o-pus r etpfarxs vvktos tregf Ba.x%x avetXTos' 

A ifpvov Tt ^Aj’etiv, iff etvaAi*iv ’Xa.fAoS-qciKtiv, 

• A nreivifv ts K wr/iov, xeu A^avcuifv Atpqo^trriv, 
Ofrytct, n qafyfixtis, kxi Af>eiv*is wxros A S’yvas, 
G^vus t Arywrliay, xctf Ongifos h^ct %vtA« d . 

The birth of Brimo ; and the mighty deeds 
Of the Titanic hoft ; the fervitude 
Of Jove ; and the myfterious mountain rites 
Of Cybele, when with diftradled pace the fought 
Through the wide world the beauteous Profer- 
pine ; 

The far-fam’d labours of the Machian Hercules ; 
Th’ Idean orgies ; and the giant force 
Of the dread Corybantes j and the wanderings 
Of Ceres, and the woes of Proferpine : 

With thefe I fung the gifts of the Cabiri ; 

The Myfteries of Bacchus ; and the praife 
Of Lemnos, Samothrace, and lofty Cyprus % 
Fair Adonean Venus ; and the rites 
Of dread Ogygian Praxidice ; 


d Orph. Argon, ver. 17. See alio the introduction to th* 
Orphic Hymns. 

* All thefe were places celebrated for the worlhip of the 
Cabiri, from which circumftance indeed Cyprus or Cubrus 
feems to have derived its name. 

Arinian 
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Arinian Minerva’s nightly feftival ; 

And Egypt’s forfow for the loft Pfiris. 

Brimo, here celebrated by the Orphic 
poet, is the fame as Hecat&, who was wor- 
lhipped, along with the Cabiri, in the Samo- 
thracian cave of Zerinthus f . Confidered as 
the Ark, Ihe is properly denominated by 
Apollonius the nurfe of youths , and reprefented 
as the queen of the infernal regions ; while, 
in her character of the Moon, fhe is with 
equal propriety deicribed by him as walking 
in the gloom of the night 6 . The name 
Brimo was expreffed at full length O brimo h , 
which feems to be a variation of the com- 
pound term Ob-Rimon, the lofty ferpent-god- 
defs. Her gloomy rites, and her appearance 
to jafon, are painted in a very ftriking man- 
ner by the poet of the Argonautics. 

■ ly crav, 

Avtik erret p’ 'EAjjufr e'6<ptyyeoe ewsper Aqktx 
'EjcX&iv, BfMM&tv Je TSavevKyXos ym t ou&yp, 

By p’ e^y/uuyv xXanry'ioe, yvrt Tie Qup, 

f - Bptftt > xi xXttvKut Exam» — Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. 

ver. 1210. 

* 'EwTaxi Bfi put xaparptfot aytM)* 7 * 7 X, 

B{ij uu nixTi «ro*o», pfimrit, inpowr *1x79*1. 

Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 860. 

h — oC^ifc r afoot al’atas Kopjt. Lycoph. Caflan, ver. 698. 

Y 2 %vv 
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2vv raart x$vi<ro-r -apo yap r aXeyvvev ixasa 
UfutTiof StiXvv ptev oiv yaXa f exroSt -aotpovris 
Apyof lav tivetxe, ra S' e£ currns eXe vtjos. 

A^tC ore S^i tSe o rtf’ w«tr» exTo&ev t/ev 
AvS^arruv, xaSapyrtv xnreuStos eiapotvyrtv, 

EvS tfroi zjapo 7 r^ara Xoe<r<raTo ptev vroraptoto 
E vctyecar Scioto re^ev Septas, apttyt Se Qagos 
*E a-iraro xvaveov' to ptev oi -aapos eyfvaXt^e 
A*ip mas 'T\pinvX»i, aStvt\s ptvviptrfiov euvtis- 
II tixpiov S a(> tverra vteSa evt (ioSqav ogvfyts, 
Nm<re <rx}£as' e%t S’ apvetov rapte XcuptoV 
Airrov t ev xa&vrep&e Tawovero' Sate Se (ft it gas 
TIvp xnrevepSev lets’ eirt pttyaSas x ££ XotZas, 
Bqifta xtxXijtrxav 'Exartiv, eorapayov aeSXuv. 

K af p 6 ptev afxaXecras zraXtv e<stx £V ‘ *i S' etixra 
KevSptav e% xnraruv Setvt) See? avreZa Xt/rev 
T gqoif A ttroviSao’ -crept Se p uv erepavavro 
XpteqSaXeot Sgvivotiri ptera -nflopSottri S^axones’ 

2 Tpa7rre S’ a-rretpetrio v SdiSav treXas’ apt/pt Se 
Ttjv ye 

0 £«>j vXaxy x&ovtot xvves eQSeyfovro. 

Uettrea S' er^epte-aana xara nZoV at S’ oXo- 
Xvfcav 

Nt/j ap)a\ eXetovoptot zsorapLvfiSes, at zJeoi xetvt/v 
ietriSos eiaptevtiv Ap tagamn eiXtovovrat. 

AirovtSqv S' rfrot ptev eXev Seos, a?Xa pttv aS’ as 
EnporraXt^optevov vsoSes exp)egoy, o<pg erapotrt 
M/xro xiuv 1 - < . 

The northern bear was funk beneath the hills. 
And all the air a folemn filence fills : 

* Apoll. Argon, lib. iii. ver. 1193. 

Jafon 
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Jafon to lonely haunts purfu’d his way ; 

(All rites adjufted the preceding day) : 

’Twas Argus’ care a lambkin to provide. 

And milk, the reft a ready fhip fupply’d. 

A fweet fequefter’d fpot the. hero found, 

Where filence reigns, and fwelling ftreams 
abound ; 

And here, obfervant of due rites, he laves 
His limbs, immerging in the cleanling waves : 
Then o’er his fhoulders, pledge of favours paft. 
The gift of fair Hypfipyla he caft, 

A fable robe : a deep round fofs he made. 

And on the kindling wood the victim laid : 

The mix’d libation pouring o’er the flame. 
Loud he invok’d infernal Brimo’s name ; 

Then back retir’d : his call her ears invades. 
And up Ihe riles from the land of (hades ; 
Snakes, wreath’d in oaken boughs, curl’d round 
her hair, 

And gleaming torches caft a difmal glare. 

To guard their queen, the hideous dogs of hell 
Rend the dark welken with incefiant yell ; 

The heaving ground beneath her footfteps 
(hakes ; 

Loud (hriek the Naiads of the neighbouring 
lakes, 

And all the fountain-nymphs aftonilh’d (food 
Where amaranthine Phafis rolls his flood. 

Fear feiz’d the chief, yet backward he withdrew. 
Nor, till he join’d his comrades, turn’d his view. 

Fawkes. 

t 3 Brimo 
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Brimo is laid by Lycophron to have been the 
daughter of Per feus ; 

■■ ’ »— — Tlefreat Te vJap&mg 

B (llfta TQtflOfpOf *— ■ ■ ■■ 

but his commentator Tzetzes aflerts, that (he 
was the offspring of the molt ancient Perfes, 
who was the fon of Crius and Eurybia, chil- 
dren of Uranus. The wife of this Perfes was 
Afteria, the daughter of Ceus and Phebe; 
who, like Crius and Eurybia, were of the 
race of the Titans 1 . Both Perfes and Per- 
feus however, as I have repeatedly obferved, 
are P’Eres-Zeus, tlx folar Noah ; and Eury- 
bia or Eura-Bea, and Afteria or As-Tora, are 
equally the arkite heifer of the Noetic Sun. 
Afteria is the fame as Aftart& or Afhtaroth j 
hence fhe was feigned to have been meta- 
morphofed into the floating ifland Delos, the 
whole hiftory of which relates immediately to 
the Ark m . 

With regard to the other deities connected 
in the preceding paflage with Brimo, Jupiter 
appears in this inftance to be the fcriptural 
Ham; and his fervitude feems to refer to the 


k Lycoph. Caffan. ver. 1176. 

1 Tzet. in loc. 

® Hyg. Fab. 53. 

curfe 
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curie pronounced by Noah upon that patri- 
arch n : while Hercules-Machius is the lame 
as Hercules-Maculan °; and the Arinian Mi- 
nerva is limply the arkite Minerva. As for 
Praxidicd, we are informed by Dionyfius, that 
it was an epithet common to the three daugh- 
ters of Ogyges or Noah, Alcomenia, Thelxi- 
nia, and Aulis p ; but Mnafeas makes the god- 
defs, who bore this appellation, to be the 
mother of Ctelius, and of two nymphs, who 
from her received the name of the Praxidt - 
ca q . Both Ctelius however, and Hercules- 
Machius or Muchius, were Cabiric gods j for 
we are exprefsly told by Dionylius of Hali- 
carnaiTus, that the Trojan Penates were de- 


n The proper import of the word here ufed by the 

Orphic poet, is undoubtedly a Jiate of fervitude. Of this Gef- 
ner feems perfe&ly fenfible $ and yet, becaufe he does not find 
the fervitude of Jupiter elfewhere mentioned, he ventures to 
interpret the word religious fervice performed to that god, in- 
flead of flowery undergone by him. ©rTisa* Zu*o? nondum in« 
veni, nec mcmini quidquam de illo narrari fimile Apollinis ill! 
apud Admetum fervituti, quam tangit nofler, ver. 173. 

A^wrof y a$tKun to ttot t II atom 

©HTEYHN vTronxt — , 

Quid fi $»jr net* interpretemur, non quam Jupiter praeflet alii, 
fed quae ipfi adhibeatur ? Certe karptw Matris deorum fic in- 
telligendam nemo neg&rit. 

0 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 253. 
p Suid, Lex. 

Ibid. 

y 4 nominated 
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nominated Ctejii and Much )' r . There was a 
temple of thefe Praxidicae at the Beotian Ha- 
liartus on the hill Tilphuffus ; and the oaths, 
which were taken before their altar, were 
deemed, like thofe by the river Styx, pecu- 
liarly facred s . 

As Strabo and the Orphic poet both agree 
in clofely connecting together the various 
Myfteries of antiquity ; fo Pindar, after cele- 
brating Bacchus or Noah, immediately in- 
vokes, and that with the utmoft propriety, 
the great arkite mother of the gods. 

Sol fJLSV KCtTCtPXCtt [&CLTe(>, VSCtfCL, 

MeyaXoi popZci KVfjJoetkuv’ 

Ev Si kcDAhSuv x.(>orot A<t, 

AiS-opevct ts Sous inro t'otvSyn zssvxcus 1 - 

In thy myfterious rites, dread Cybele, 

Are heard the tinkling cymbals ; 

While, through the awful gloom of night. 

The blazing torches fhed a ruddy light. 

In a iimilar manner, Euripides' unites the or- 
gies of Cybele with the Myfteries of Dio- 
nufus. 


r Dion, Ant. Rom. lib. i. cap. 67. 

9 Paul*. Bceot. p. 77 6. Haliartus was fuppoied to have 
been founded by a fon of Athamas, for whofe hiftoiy vide fupra 
vol. i. p. 254. 

t Find, apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 468, 469. 
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fl /JUUCO^, 0<rif tvSctlflUV TtXtTCtf Srsut ' 

Eijaf, fitorctv etyi<revei. 

To, ts (jlatpos psyctActf 
O (fyicL K vGeAets S’tpufsvut 
A yet B'v^irov re Ttvcunruv, 

Karra re ^s^a.vaB’sts, 

Aionxrov S~£f>ct 7 T£vei. 

Ire B AKxetf, 

Bpojtiiov -n XeuJet &eov B'sn 
Atovwcv KetTuyouretf, 

Qpuyiuv eptav 

*E J&aJ'os sis evpu% ufxs ayvias n . 

Happy the man, who, crown’d with.ivy wreaths. 
And brandi thing his thyrfus, 

The myftic rites of Cuba underftands. 

And worth ips mighty Dionufus. 

Hade, ye Bacchae ! 

Hade ! bring our god, Sabazian Bromius, 

From Phrygia’s mountains to the realms of 
Greece. 

To thefe deities he adds the Corybantes, or 
Cabiri ; and at the fame time celebrates the 
ifland of Crete, the fuppofed birth-place of 
Jupiter. 

■ £1 &ctAa,fieupict Kn^jray, 

ZaB’soi re K^tfrss 
Aieyevero(>es evavAot, 


■ Eurip. apud Strab. Goog. lib. x. p, 468, 469. 
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TpiKoqv&ee r ev avrfus 
Bu(>a m oTovov kukAm/jM toJs 
Mai KofuGttvres ev^ov. 

Am « R«wc%siet avvrovu 
Keqeurety qJvGoa Qfnryiuv 
AuAmv tsvivfjutrt, [ictTfof tb ‘Puts Bis 
Xegct B’tjx.av KctyAiKTVTrov evcwj ttft 
Tlot^CL TB fULlVOf&BVOl XctrvQOl 

Marcos efcawretno ‘P sets’ 

ElS - TB XOfttVfACUTCt ; 

FlpompJ/CtV TflBTtl^UV, 

A is xcupei A towns x . 

Hail facred Crete ! 

The nurfe of the Cabiric Corybantes : 

In thy myfterious cavern’s dark recefs 
Young Jove firft faw the light. 

Then the Curetes clafh’d their founding arms* 
And rais’d with joyful voice the fong 
To Bacchus ever young ; 

While the fhrill pipe 
Refounded to the praife of Cybeld, 

And the gay Satyrs tripp’d in jocund dance* 
Such dance as Bacchus loves. 

As for Bacchus, he makes him the fon of 
Cybele y ; by which nothing more is meant* 

x Eurip. apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 4 68, 469* 
y In this particular Euripides exactly agrees with the Of 
phic poet. See Orph. Hymn. 41. cited above p. 321. 

than 
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than that Noah was the allegorical offspring 
of the Ark. 

Ou avv Atovuaa xcojauv, 

‘Of «tv I $a.v T$g7r$rcu avv fJULTQi QtXci, 

Tv/nrcLvuv ia,x,%o& x . 

On Ida’s fummit, with his mighty mother. 
Young Bacchus leads the frantic train, 

And through the echoing woods the rattling 
timbrels found. 

The Myfleries of Bacchus confifled in part 
of a fcenical exhibition of his dilaceration by 
the Titans, and of his fubfequent reltoration 
to life by Rhea. Upon this point I have al- 
ready obferved, that the ftory of his dilacera- 
tion is a corruption of the original allegory, 
that fable being folely applicable to the burft- 
m g afunder of the great arkite mother, and 
to the fcattering of her limbs over the face 
of the whole globe *; and I have further 
ftated, that in the primitive legend, Bacchus, 
Ofiris, or Adonis, was {imply luppoled to 
have tailed death, and afterwards to have 
oxperienced a wonderful revivification. The 
death of thefe kindred deities is the very 
fame circumflance as the murder of one of 

* Eurip. apud Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 470. 

4 Vide fupra p. 86. 

the 
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the Corybantes or Cabiri by his two bro- 
thers ; for Corybas was no .other than Bac- 
chus, or the folar Noah b . This death of 
Bacchus, Ofiris, or Adonis, and this imagi- 
nary murder of Corybas, which is noticed by 
moft of the authors, who treat of the Cabiric 
Myfteries °, is merely the allegorical death of 
Noah, or his entrance into the Ark j while 
the revivification of thofe deities is eonfe- 
quently his egrefs. 

During another part of the Bacchic orgies, 
the two grand fymbols of the arkite and folar 
fuperflition were introduced ; and the bull 
was celebrated as the parent of the dragon, 
and the dragon as the parent of the bull. 

A third part of the myflic worfhip of Bac- 
chus confifted of carrying about an ark, which 


b Vide fupra vol. i. p. 163. 187. 332. 
c Oblivioni etiam Corybantia facra donentur, in quibos 
fan&um illud myfterium traditur, frater trucidatus a fratribus. 
Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. v. p. 169. In facris Corybanthim par- 
ricidium colitur. Nam untis frater a duobus interemptus eft ; 
et ne quod indicium necem fratemae mortis aperiret, fub radi- 
cibus Olympi mentis a parricidis fratribus confecratur. Hunc 
eundem Macedonum colit ftulta perfuafio. Hie eft Cabirus, 
cui Theflalonices quondam cruento cruentis manibus fupplica- 
bant. Jul. Firm, de Err. Prof. Rel. p. 23. E» SiAik uroWlcw- 
erect xett roc Kopi/Gavrwv opyict , top rptrop och^fop avoxTiiram; «ro»> 

ttan Mtpechw 78 piKpa foipuah eTtxccXv^ccTvip. Clem. Alex. Cohort. 

P- * 5 - 
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ibmetimes contained the Phallus, and fome- 
times the ftatue of the deity himfelf. The 
former of thefe ceremonies was in ufe among 
the Corybantic priefts of Etruria* 1 ; the latter 
prevailed at Laphria in Achaia. Tradition 
aflerted, that the Laphrian rite was brought 
originally from Troy ; and the image of Bac- 
chus in the ark was believed to have been 
the workmanfhip of Vulcan, and the gift of 
Jupiter to Dardanus. When the fpoils of 
the llieniians were divided, it was fuppofed 
to have fallen to the lot of Eurypylus, having 
been left behind by Eneas. The title of this 
arkite Bacchus was Efymnetes , which may 
poflibly be Efemn-Ait-Es e , the lord of fire ; 
and, on the night of his principal fellival, he 
was carried by his priefts, with great folem- 
nity, to the river Milichus f . 

d Vide fupra vol. i. p, 366. note d. 

f 'lA»a h a ftfxofxituv tx Xxpvfx tv* *EAAnwr, EvpvmXot 
0 EvatjMVQS XxfjiSxvu Xopaxa* Aton'cry & ayatya v)* it tjj Xotftotxi, 
*fyot (jut («{ (paat ) «»rov, £vgot <5e viro A»o$ i$o$v) A aftxtv — Tv 

$k tv $tTOf rv ) ? haptxxos tvnxX uo-i? fxtt «r»> Akrt^njTtjf. Pauf. 
Achaic. p. 572. It may not be improper to obferve, that Bac- 
chus was fometimes faid to be the fon of DionS, who, accord- 
ing to the Orphic poet, was one of the feven Titanides. £1 »<.# 
Aiunft, o; tpvq (xtyctf Aiowa. Eurip. apud Schol. in Pind. 
Pyth. iii. ver. 177. Dione is D’lonah, the divine dove j and 
Ihe was fometimes feigned to have been the mother of Venus, 
ot the Ark. Ex Dione et Jove Venus. Hyg. Prsef. Fab. 

This 
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This laft ceremony is evidently the fame as 
that, which was performed by the Egyptians 
in honour of Ofiris. We are' informed by 
Plutarch, that, on the nineteenth day of the 
month Athyr, men clad in long robes affifted 
the priefts in bearing the facred ark of Ofiris 
down to the iea. This ark contained within 
it a little golden figure of a boat, into which 
they poured water, while they made the air 
refound with their cries, that Ofiris was found 
again 5 . The whole indeed of the myftic rites 
of Ofiris were the fame as thofe of Bacchus. 
Hence we find, that he alfo was fuppofed to 
have been torn by the Titans, and to have 
been reftored to life again ; that he was com- 
pelled by Typhon or the Ocean to enter into 
an ark on the feventeenth day of the month 
Athyr, the very day on which Noah entered 
into his velfel ; and that the Egyptians ap- 
pointed two feftivals in memory of this event, 
in one of which they celebrated the entrance 
of Ofiris into the ark, and in the other his 
entrance into the moon h . 

g Plut. de Ifid. p. 366. 

h Vide fupra vol. i. p. 131. The Perfians have a legend re- 
fpe6ting one of their ancient princes, which very nearly refem- 
bles that of the Egyptians refpe6ling Ofiris, and which relates, 
I apprehend, to the fame event. u Khamani, or Icheherrad, 
iirnamed Homai , was a queen of the fecond Perfian dynaflj. 

* (C Some 
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The Myfteries of Adonis were of precifely 
the lame nature, and referred to the very 
fame event. He was firll bewailed as dead ; 
but* in a lhort time, his votaries forgot their 
former grief, and with loud acclamations ce* 
lebrated his luppofed revivification. The re* 
femblance indeed between thele rites and 


" Some orientalifts fufpe& no fuch queen exifted, and the Ta- 
€C rikh Cozideh makes no mention of 'her. The oriental writers 
" fay, that (he was a great architect, and -adorned the city of 
“ Perfepolis : to her aifo is attributed a multitude of fmall py- 
€ ‘ ramids, fcattered throughout Perfia, and every where over- 
** turned by the foldiers of Alexander the Great. About five 
" months after her acceffion to the throne, (he brought forth a 
u Coti, who the aftrologers declared would bring great misfor- 
" tunes on the country, and they advifed he (hould be imm«* 
“ diately deftroyed. The tendernefe of the mother would not 
€C permit Homai to follow their counfels $ (he therefore made a 
" little wooden ark, and, having put the child into it, fuffered 
“ the veflel to fail down the Gihon, or Oxus. It is faid, Ho*. 
" mai was with child by her father Bahaman. The child was 
" found on the water by a dyer, who nurfed and educated him 5. 
€t and he was named Darab, which implies pojfejfed or found on 
“ water.— The fimame Homed, given to the queen, fignifies a 
" bird peculiar to the Eaft, which is fuppoled to fly conftantly 
" in the air, and never to touch the ground. It ** looked upon 
" as a bird of happy omen j and every head it overfiiades will 
" in time wear a crown. It denotes a Pbenix, a large royal 
€t eagle , a pelican, and a bird of P or ad f el* Vallancey’s Vind. 
of Anc. Hift. of Ireland, p. 22 6. I 4 ufpe&, that Homai is 
the fame mythological character as Semiramis, who was fup- 
pofed to have been an ancient queen of Babylon, and to have 
been changed into a dove. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 86. 

thofe 
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thole of Ofiris was fo great, that many of the 
Byblians, as we learn from Lucian, main- 
tained, that the whole ceremony related en- 
tirely to the latter deity Nor was this 
opinion adopted by them without reafon; for, 
according to Plutarch, the ark, which con- 
tained the body of Ofiris, drifted on lhore at 
Byblos k . Adonis is evidently the fame as 
the ’Thammuz of Scripture ', and probably the 
< Thaumas of Greek mythology. His mourn- 
ful rites were known alfb at Argos, as might 
naturally be expected, when we confider the 
connexion of that city with the Noetic Ark m . 


1 Ei&nr h xat ip B fivyot, igop AQpbtmt tp ru xttf ra 

•fyta ts A$cjpip tm TjAitw*. £« xctf ra ogyta. A tynat ya$ h 

OlP TO igyop TO if A^UPiP WO TU CVOf, IP Til X U P? V? 

xat 14.911*119 th vaStoq tvttIoptou t§ txarov trtof, xa\ dgijraa at, xou ret 
0 gyta intrikuicn, xou aQtat /xi yaAa vrnSta apa tip XT* 9 Wotrai. 
JLvtai otxoTV^upTai ti, xat avoxAavaurrat, a parrot (amp xaraywat 
rtf A&otth, oxuf to>Ti Ptxvi' (jura $1 rji irtpi iptpi, £uttp rt pup ftu$o- 
toyeovat, xat if top ispa vtfAVUcrt, xat TOf xKpafatg £ug§orrat, 0 xar 
Aiyt/9rIio*> avroSapopTog Amof,-— Etat St tptot B vQ\totp, 0 i Xtyovcrt irag* 
erf tat Tt 9afSat top Ocrtgtp top Atyvvltoi, xat t a irnBia, xat ra opy*a t 
ovx if top A$amr, a>X if top Oatgtv> irana rpiafftaSat, Luc.de 
Dea Syr. fe6t. 6, 7 . 
k Plut. de Ilid. p. 3 37. 

1 “ Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord's 
u houfe, which was toward the north, and behold, there fat 
“ women weeping for Thammuz.” Ezek. viii. 14. 

m Atof Iftp tvT av$a i sgop Xuripof, xat vragtucrti tig to otxqput, «r* 
ravSa top A^uup at yviatxef A gystvi ofvporrat. Pauf. Corinth, 
p. 6a. 

The 
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The Myfteries indeed, by the name of 
whatever god they might be called, were in- 
variably of a mixed nature, beginning in for- 
row and ending in joy. They fomefimes, as 
we have juft feen, defcribed the allegorical 
death and fubfequent revivification of the 
principal arkite deity ; while, at other times, 
they reprefented the wanderings of a perfon 
in great diftrefs on account of the lofs either 
of a hufband, a lover, a fon, or a daughter. 
Such were the travels of Ifis, in fearch of 
Ofiris, Horus, and Harpocrates ; the two for- 
mer of which deities are faid to have been 
tom in pieces by tjie Titans, and the latter 
to have been fought for by his mother Ifis, 
over the whole world, in the firft fhip that 
was navigated with fails". Such likewife 
were the wanderings of Venus in queft of 
Adonis, who, as we are informed by Hefidd, 
was the fon of Phenix and Alphefibea. Ac- 
cording to Apollodorus, Venus, being ft ruck 
with his beauty when he was only an infant, 
concealed him from the other gods in an ark, 
which fhe committed to the care of Profer- 
pine ; but that goddefs, as foon as fhe had 
feen the child, peremptorily refufed to reftore 

n VeJificia primum invenit Ifis ; nam, dum quaerit Harpo- 
cratem iilium ilium, rate velificavit. Hyg. Fab. 277. 

vol. 11. z him. 
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him Upon this, the matter was referred ' 
to Jupiter ; who decreed, that Adonis, ihould 
fpend four months with him, four with Ve- 
nus, and four with Proferpine p : whence he is 
faid by Theocritus' to have been thrice be- 
loved After he had been flain by the boar, 
he was fought for by Venus, in various coun- 
tries, and at length was found in Argos a ci- 
ty of Cyprus'. As for his fuppofed father 
Phenix, he is the very fame perfon as his my- 
thological fon, and his name is merely the 
compound term Ph’Anak, the diluvian * ; 
while the lignification of the word Mphejibea, 

0 The fable of the infancy of Adonis originated from the 
fame caufe, as the Egyptian mode of reprefenting the helio- 
arkite i^oah under the hieroglyphic of a child fitting upon the 
lotus. Vide fupra p. 13. note i. 

P 'ffoio&ff h ccvtqv $>omxo$ nai Ah<ptot€ota; 09 AQgohni ha 

xocAXy; cti vrjinov xpvtya Sevt nq Kagtana ngthj/xcra, Tlspaspom vrapira- 
to. Ejm h vs e Sexcaro, y h aTTih^a' xpicevs h stti A to? ympitrttSt 
a; rgsif potpcts hypsS*] 0 tviavTos* xcn ynav Trap lavrv pit nif to» Ah* 
m* [Aiar h Teapot, FU^EpoMj Tt%aona%i' rw h srepa* ?raga Afpohri;, 

Apollod. Bibl. lib. iii. (iap. 13. 

* *0 TgHpiXaros A$vns, a xtv A %tgo»Tt (piAetroti. Theoc. Idyll. I^* 
ver. 86. 

r Mira pt* A$vn$os fw Zavarov mpisgxofjisiir) xat $1 raoa i A^po- 
hry, ev%B¥ avTot t» Agyet iroA ei tvjs Kt/nrpy. Ptol. Hephaeft. Hift. 
Nov. lib. vii. 

s We are plainly informed by Aufonius, that Planac was 
one of the names of Adonis, or Bacchus. 

Myfi Phanacem nominant $ 

Arabica gens Adoneum. Aufon. Epig. 30. 

the 
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the title by which the imaginary mother of 
Adonis was defignated, is the tauriform Ark. 
An ox, as we have repeatedly feen, was one 
of the moft ufual fymbols of the Noetic fliip. 
In the Punic language, that animal was called 
Alepb, which I apprehend to have been the 
original oriental name of this allegorical per- 
ionage.. Afterwards, by way of explanation, 
the Greeks added to it the termination B£a, 
which equally fignifies an ox ; and thus 
formed the compound title Alphejibha K The 
Cyprian Argos, like the Peloponnefian Argos, 
received its appellation from the arkite wor- 
Ihip, which was there eftablilhed ; confe- 
quently the fable of Adonis being found by 
Venus in that city is built- entirely upon the 
circumftance of Noah’s inclofure within the 
Ark. 

The wanderings of Rhea or Cybele pre- 
cifely refembled thofe of Venus and Ifis u . 
There w'as a hill near Tegea in Arcadia, 

1 It is not impoflible to produce fimilar inftances of words 
compounded of two different languages. Thus Melcomb-Regia 
In our own ifland is partly Punic and partly Latin ; the latter 
word being explanatory of the former. Thus alfo Aberford is 
compounded of a Welfh and an Englifh word, both of which 
equally fignify a pajfage over a river . 

n Rhea, CybelS, Venus, Ilis, and Ceres, were in fa&, as I 
have already obferved, one and the fame mythological charac- 
ter. 

' z 2 which 
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which was dedicated to her on this very ac- 
count. Upon it was a grove facred to Ceres, 
and at its foot was a temple of the Hippian 
Neptune V Her rites were equally mourn- 
ful ; and the forrow of her votaries was after- 
wards, in a {imilar planner, turned into joy y . 
This alternate lamentation and rejoicing was 
doubtlels on account of the fuppofed death 
and revival of Bacchus or Adonis, who by the 
Phrygians was ftyled Attis z . 

But perhaps of all the ancient Mylteries, 
thofe known by the name of the Eleulinian 
Ceres were the moll celebrated. We have 
fee n, that this goddels, as well as Bacchus, 
was, very clofely connected with the Cabiri ; 
whence Ihe herfelf was intitled Cabiria, and 
her priells Cabarni a . The orgies of Eleufis 


x Y-jrfp h to cpo; eft to A toertot ha T r,v a\i jr, ag <pa<rt, 

Kahn fjLtwv Trig *p£a<;’ xai Aijpojrpos ahaog ttTU o £«». Xlapa h t« opag 
Tot tcryama tgv Hoan^utog cn tov *l9T7not/ to Upor. Pauf. Area cL 
p. 6 1 8. 

y Both thefe ideas are briefly exprefled by Valerius Flaccus. 
Sic ubi Mygdonios planBus facer abluit Almo, 

Lataque jam Cybele.— Argon, lib. viii. ver. 239. 

The river Almo or Almon, here mentioned, derived its name, 
like the city Almon in Theflaly, from the Myfteries of Al- 
Mon, the divine lunar Ark . 

z Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 16. 
a KaCapo*, o» A»jp»jTpo$ itpttg. Heiych. Cabarni Cereris 
funt apud Parios facerdotes. Coel. Rhodig. Left. Ant. lib. xvi. 
cap. 20. 

repre- 
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rerrefented her wanderings after Proferpine 
in the very fame manner as thofe of Egypt 
exhibited the travels of Ills in fearch of Ofiris. 
This fimilarity is noticed by La&antius b : 
and Julius Firmicus joins together, with great 
propriety, the Myfteries of Bacchus, Profer- , 
pine, Attis, and Ofiris ; defcribing them all 
as equally mournful, and equally commemo- 
rative of fome fuppofed death c , I am in- 
clined to think, that, in one refpeft, the rites 
of Ceres approximate more nearly to the pri- 
mitive tradition upon which they were 
founded, than thofe of either Ofiris, Adonis, 
or Attis. The mythology of the Hindoos, as 
we have feen d , reprefents the arkite goddefs 
Sita, the mother of all the deities, torn afun- 
der, and her limbs fcattered over the whole 
world ; and defcribes her confort Maha-De- 
va, the god of the Ark, as going in queft of 
them, with lamentations fimilar to thofe 

b Sacra vero Cereris Eleufinae non funt his diflimilia. Nam 
ficut ibi Ofiris puer plan<ftu matris inquiritur ; ita hie ad in- 
certum patrui matrimonium rapta Proferpina. La£l. de Fal. 
Rel. lib, i. cap. ai. 

c Lugete mortuos veftros, et ipfi fimili morte morituri, Mit- 
tite regibus veftris, ut vultis inferias, et orbitates eorum alio 
remediorum genere mitigate. Lugete Liberum, lugete Profer^ 
pinam, lugete Attin, lugete Ofyrin, fed fine noftrae contutnelia 
dignitatis. Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. so. 

d Vide fupra p. 86. 

7 3 prac- 
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pra&ifed in the Weft. In the Myfteries of 
Attis, Ofxris, and Adonis, this fable is exactly 
inverted ; and the allegorical death of the di- 
luvian god is confounded with the dilacera- 
tion of the Ark : but, in the Myfteries of 
Ceres, the fable is only partially corrupted ; 
and both the perfon who feeks, and the per- 
fon who is fought, is defcribed as a female. 
The fa<ft is, both Proferpine and Ceres are 
the fame mythological character, the lunar 
Ark ; confequently when Bacchus, the folar 
Noah, is added to them, the legend is com- 
plete *. Hence we find them all joined to- 
gether by Mnafeas, in his enumeration of the 
Cabiri f . 

e Liberum ad Solem volunt referre commenta Graecorum, 
Proferpinam vero Liberam dicentes Lunam efie confingunt. Jul. 
Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 19. From an ignorance of the 
mythological union of the arkite and Sabian worftiip, Firmicus 
very naturally afks, Quis vidit puerum Solem ? quis fefellit ? 
quis occidit ? quis laceravit ? quis divifit ? quis membris ejus 
epulatus eft? Quis Lunam rapuit? quis abfeondit ? quis Plu- 
tonis conjugem fecit ? Ibid. 

f In his firft lift he places Hades in the room of Bacchus, 
but thefe two deities were one and the fame. Paufanias how- 
ever mentions a temple, in which Bacchus, Ceres, and Profer- 
pine, were actually worshipped together. n\yjn» moq en 
rpoq m uya^aTot $g auT»j t s, xcu y vrauq, xa» tyut Iax^oj. Paufl 
Attic, p. 6 . In another temple were adored the helio-arkite 
deities, Ceres, Proferpine, Minerva, and Apollo ; Er* & tepo* «t 
$ xtvta.% Aypn T§o$ xat vcciSqs uyoc^aToc^ xa» A^rjms ’xa» AsroA- 

>iU9QS- 
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The Myfteries of Ceres were celebrated in 
the deep gloom of night, in allufion to the 
darknefs, which for a feafon inveloped the 
Noetic family, while confined within the 
womb of the Ark ; and the wanderings of 
the goddefs, like thofe of Rhea, Venus, Ifis, 
and Latona, relate equally to the erratic ftate 
of that immenfe veffel upon the furface of 
the waters. Ceres is faid, in the courfe of 
her travels, to have met with Eubuleus ; 
who, as we have feen, was the fame as Bac- 
chus, Jupiter, or Adonis, and who was fbme- 
times feigned to be the fon of Ceres, and 
fometimes of Proferpine R . This Eubuleus is 
joined, by Clemens Alexandrinus, with Eu- 
molpus; and they were fuppofed to have 
jointly received Ceres upon her arrival at 
Eleufis h . According to Paufanias, Eumolpus 
was the prieft of Ceres and Proferpine He 

hone. Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 91. and in a*hird, 
the Welt Wind, Ceres, Proferpine, Minerva, and Neptune. 
Er» Jb Koci Zityvpa ts (3u(a. of, xati Arj^Tpo? it pot, koli tv) $ wains' aw & 
ctpiaw aSjjmc xat IJocrs^a;> s%ot >a\ t I bid. p. 89* No perlon, 
who has paid the lealt attention to the generally fyltematic ex- 
a&nefs of ancient mythology, will deem thefe combinations 
merely the eflfe6t of chance. 

8 Vide fupra vol. i. p. 194. See alfo Arnob. adv. Gent, 
lib. v. p. 174. — Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 17. 

h Clem. Alex. Ibid. 

* T« it row Stott Evjjtohirof xat at Svyuriftt fyvatv at K »>.«». 
Pauf. Attic, p. 92. 
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is clearly a mythological chara&er ; inafmuch 
as he was the reputed fon of Neptune and 
Chione, and was believed to have come, like 
Orpheus, out of Thrace k . His mother Chio- 
ne is G’lortah, the illujlrious dove ; and his 
grandfon Naiis is the fame as Nau or Noah. 
Tradition afferted, that this Naiis firft intro- 
duced the rites of the Eleufinian Ceres info 
Pheneon 

As for the city Eleufis, the principal feat 
of the Myfteries of Ceres, it is laid to have 
derived its name from the hero Eleufis. This 
fabulous perfonage was by fome efteemed the 
offspring of Mercury, and Da'ira daughter of 
Oceanus ; while by others he was believed to 
have been the fon of Ogyges m . Both thefe 
genealogies manifeftly refer to the diluvian 
idolatry, which was infeparably interwoven 
with the orgies of the Eleufinian Ceres. 

From Eleufis the Cabiric rites were thought 

k Turov rov Ev/aq \ttov oc$iKe<r§a,i Xiyueu ix ©^axij?, TJopufruvos 
vocieicx, otret xati Xicvtji. Ibid. 

1 C>f viccrouq h xa* ArjfjtvjTpos eri* » 6 £ov emxXn aiv EXivermas, xai 
ttyuat tv) TeXtvnv ret sy EXtvcnvi fyvfxivtx, xau vrapet <r$Hrt roc avrcc 
<p<x(TKQVTi<; xuBifTiKEvau, AQiiaeScci yxg uvToiq N aov xocra pxtTtVfxx 
sx AeXQuy* Tpirot avoyovov Et;/A0>»7rtf tutov nvxi rov Naor, Pauf. 
Arcad. p. 630. 

m EXevawa h ypcDct, ecQ u tw voXiv ovofAu^uenv, 0 1 fxsv *E gpu waila 
upon x** A ccHpa.; Qksxvu Svyxrpo; Xsyuaiu* to*? fep w£3*c*i)/4iw& 
flyvyov itva* Tranpa. Pauf. Attic, p. 93 * 
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to have been introduced into Meflene. To 
this place they were brought by Caucon, the 
ion of Celaunus, the fon of Phlyus, who was 
reported to have been one of the children of 
the earth ; a title, as we have repeatedly feen, 
beftowed indifcriminately upon all the Tita- 
nic race. They were afterwards raifed to 
yet greater repute by Lycus the fon of Pan- 
dion ; and they were lailly fuppofed to have 
been carried to Thebes by Methapus n . Moil 
of thefe various names are derived from the 
prevailing fuperilition. Meflene is Ma-Sen- 
Ai, the hand of the great Sun, ; Caucon is Gau- 
Chon, the illujirious priejl ; Celaunus is Cula- 
Nus, the arkite Noah ; Lycus is Luc, the Sun ; 
and Pandion is Ban-d’Ion, the fon of the dove. 
The Greeks indeed alferted, that Meflene re- 
ceived its name from one Meflene, whom 
they defcribe as an Argive or arkite woman °, 

n n agec ravrrir rriv Mtcrtnwi/ ret opyiat xopi(ur ru» MiyaAo;* Stun 
Kavxur r>\$t» e£ EAevsipo c, o urn ru Qhve. QXvop it avrot A$«j* 

*aio» Aryan irctila sttai yi){‘ bp ofay a <5i atyiarip non uppoq M vacua 
Avxopt $ctif woir j $«»5 if Axprjr got. Trip tiAit t)P tup Mtycthvp Qbup 
Avxof o n«>^ovof TroAAoif srtnr vftgop Kavxupof vrfOYiyuytr if wAior 
T»pmf . — 'fit o n«>^o»o; dTos r,p Avxof, $ri \ ot rot im rv) iixoh isr** r n 
MiSaTTtf. MtriHocrpnat yap xai MtSairoe rvf in* a. *0 bt 

MtSawof yirof ptp rjP ASypaiof, tA xa\ opytup, xati wapToiup cvv- 
SsTijf. OtToy xai ©>j^aiotf tup Kafsipw* tij* tiAit»j* xaTipjyaro, 
Paul*. Mefien. p. 281. 

0 Pauf. Mcflen. p. 2°o. 

and 
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and as the wife of Polycaon. This perfon, 
according to Paufanias, was the youngeft Ion 
of Lelex ; but the Eean verfes p make him 
the offspring of Butus, and the hufband of 
Evechme grand-daughter of Hercules'*. His 
pofterity poflefled the throne of Meffene dur- 
ing five generations, when Perieres was called 
to the crown. 'Perieres efpoufed Gorgopho- 
ne the daughter of Perfeus, and by her be- 
came the father of Aphareus and Leucippus. 
Aphareus built the city Arend, which, as we 
have feen, was one of the fettlements of the 
Minyae. - Into this city, the above-mentioned 
Lycus introduced the orgies of the great gods. 
As for the two fons of Aphareus, Idas and 
Lynceus, they were contemporary with the 
Diofcori, and engaged along with them in 
the Argonautic expedition r . Hence it is ma- 
nifeft, that the whole of the preceding hiftoiy 
is entirely mythological ; inafmuch as it is 
connected with Butus, Hercules, Perfeus, the 
Diofcori, and the voyage of Jafon s . 


P The author of this ancient poem, now no longer extant, 
was Hefiod. See Athen. Deipnof. lib. x. p. 428. — Schol. in 
Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. 181. 

* Pauf. MefTen. p. 280, 282. 
r Ibid. p. 283. 

9 Thefe rites, which were afterwards brpught to Meflene, 
are faid to have been anciently celebrated at Andania ; a place, 
which feems to have received its name fr jm Ani-Danah, the 
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"With regard to Proferpine, the imaginary 
daughter of Ceres, (he is celebrated in a very 
remarkable manner by fome of the ancient 
mythologifts. The Orphic poet ftyles her at 
once the life and the death of mortals 1 ; and 
deferibes her as being the mother of Eubu- 
leus or Bacchus, by an„ineffable intercourfe 
with Jupiter u . Homer reprefentt her fport- 
ing with the daughters of Ocean x ; and Por- 
phyry afferts, that the wood-pidgeon was fa- 
cred to her. He further obferves, that flic 
was the fame as Maia, or the great mother, 
who is ufually faid to have been the parent 
of the arkite god Mercury y . After Ihe had 

Jbip of Noah . *H TiXfn» to afxjxm ij p » Apfapt*. Pauf. MeHen. 
p. 282. 

1 Zm } **t Santrof nWtok woXvfxo^otf, 

QipaQouta' ftgets yap an, xat w*pt* Qoptvttq. 

Orph. Hymn. 28. 

* Ev£ax’ wjroXvGuhs, A 10; xat Qipatfomw 

AppyTois XiKTpoifi tskpu /$«»$.— Orph. Hymn. 29. 

This ineffable intercourfe relates to Jupiter’s aflumption of a 
dragontine form, the import of which tradition has been (hewn 
above. 

* Ewotvoalo h (*0/a>j§o$), tv t»/xi m ru tq ttjp AvpttjJpa, atJKaq ti t up 
C lxtapu Svyetltpaq xalaptBp tovpttpoq, us bpnov Kogn ry Avftrflpoq watfyt if. 

Pauf. Meflen. p. 354. 

y T»j? h Qigt$*r%qj wap* to fsp/oitp tiji Q*t lay, fan* cl wo>Aot 
Tovyopcec tup Btehoyvp, 'lip or ptsp av%q n (patriot, $10 nett at mq "Matas 
ttpstat t *v%p avly apetltStaat. Mata h v av% ry Hipatfopn. Porph. 
de Abft. Anim. lib; iv. p. 166. Cantab. 1655. 

been 
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been carried off by her uncle Pluto, her mo- 
ther anxioufly fought her through various 
countries, bearing a lighted torch,, and begirt 
with a ferpent 2 . 

Since the Myfteries then of thefe various 
deities were all equally commemorative of 
the deluge, we {hall perceive the reafon, why 
a pine-tree, in the rites of Cybele and 'Ifis, 
was hollowed into the lb ape of a boat, and 
why the image of a man w r as placed within 
it. We {hall alfo underftand, why a wooden 
figure of a virgin was bewailed, during the 
fpace of precifely forty days , in the Myfteries 
of Ceres and Proferpine *. A beautiful wo- 
man, as I have frequently had occafion to ob- 
ferve, was a very common fymbol of the Ark b ; 

7 Ceres, facibus accents, et ferpente circu indata, errore fub- 
reptam et corruptam Liberam anxia et follicita veftigat. Mi- 
nuc. Fel. O&av. p. 168. 

a In facris Phrygiis, quae matris deum dicunt, per annos 
fmgulos arbor pinea caeditur, et in media arbore fimulachrura 
juvenis fubligatur. In Ifiacis iacris de pinea arbore caeditur 
. truncus, hujus trunci media pars fubtiliter excavatur. Illis de 
fegminibus fa£lum idolum Ofiridis fepelitur. In Proferpinae 
facris caefa arbor in effigiem virginis formamque componitur, 
et cum intra civitatem fuerit illata, quadraginta no£Ubus plan- 
gitur. Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 33. 

b The Ark was fometimes efteemed a virgin, and fometimes 
the confort of the arkite deity ; yet, in both cafes, it was equal- 
ly thought to have been a mother. Hence Buddha, Fohi, and 
Perfeys, were believed to have been the fons of virgins 5 (Ra- 

tramn. 
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and forty days w as the exadl period of the in- 
creafe of the diluvian waters c . 

It is worthy of obfervation, that an idea 
ieems always to have prevailed among the 
initiated, that the groundwork of their Myf- 
teries was a lort of wonderful regeneration, 
or new-birth. Hence were inftituted the lin- 
gular rites of the Taurobolitim, and the Crio- 
bolium, of' which the following account is 
given us by Prudentius. 

“ When the day, fet apart for the confe- 
“ cration of the high-prieft, arrived, he de- 
“ feended, arrayed in his pontifical robes, 
“ into a pit, which had previoully been dug 
“ for that purpofe. Above the pit was a kind 
of floor, the boards of which were perfo- 
“ rated wfith an infinite number of holes. 
“ Upon this floor they led a bull crowned 
“ with chaplets of flowers, and there cut his 
<c throat. The reeking blood, defeenditig 
“ upon the boards, fell in Ihowers through 
the holes into the pit ; and was received 


iramn. de Nat. Chrifti, cap. 3. — Mart. Hid. Sin. lib. i. p, 2 1 .— 
Juft. Mart. dial, cum Tryph. p. 297.) and hence the Lamas 
of Thibet aflert, that their great god Xaca, who was the very 
fame as Buddha, was likewife born of a virgin. (Vallancey's 
Vind. of Anc. Hift. of Ireland, p. 451.) 

c “ And the 1 ain was upon the earth forty days, and for j 
u nights/' Gen. vii. 12. 

“ by 
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“ by the prieft upon his head, his body, and 
“ his raiment. When all the blood was 
“ drained, the vi&im was removed, and the 
“ high-prieft came out. It was a horrible 
“ fpe&acle to fee him in this plight, his head 
“ covered with blood, clotted drops flicking 
“ to his beard, and all his garment diftained: 
“ and yet, as foon as he appeared, he was 
u received with a general congratulation; 
“ and the affembled multitudes, not daring 
“ to approach his perfon, adored him at a 
“ diftance, efteeming him a man awfully 
“ pure and holy d .” 

This baptifm of blood was conceived to 
regenerate thofe, upon whom it was con- 
ferred; and, in token of fuch regeneration, 
they wore their blood-ftained clothes as long 
as poflible. The victim was lometimes a 
ram inftead of a bull ; and the facrifice was 
then ftyled Criobolium. It was ufually per- 
formed in honour of the great mother and 
Attis ; or, in other words, of the Ark and 
Noah. Accordingly we find a perfon named 
Sextilius Agejilaiis , celebrating his regenera- 
tion, by the Taurobolium and the Crioboli- 
um, in an infcription to thefe deities. 

d Prud. apud Ban. Mythol. vol. i. p. 274. 
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DIS. MAGNIS. 

MATRI. DEUM. ET. ATTIDI. SE- x 

XTILIUS. AGESILAUS. ABDESIUS. 

V. C. CAUSARUM. NON. IGNOBI- 
LIS. AFRICANI. TRIBTJNALIS. ORA- 
TOR. 

TAUROBOLIO. CRIOBOLIOQUE. IN. 
-ffiTERNUM. 

RENATUS. ARAM. SACRA- 
V IT. DD. NN. VALENTE. V. 

ET. VALENTINIANO. 

JUN. AUGG. CONSS. e . 

From a variety of paflages in the Injlitutes of 
Menu, it is evident, that the fame idea of 
regeneration was prevalent alfo among the 
ancient Hindoos. 

Mr. Maurice imagines, that thefe regene- 
ratory facrifices fliewed the deep and unani- 
mous conviction of the pagan world, that 
man had fallen from the high condition of 
his original purity! Hence he compares them, 
though doubtlefs with a becoming caution, 
to the initiatory rite ordained by Chrift ; and 
thinks, that, like baptifm, they fymbolized the 
neceffity of a radical convention of the heart f . 


e Infcrip. apud Annot. in Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. 

P . 

f I had once adopted the fentiments of Mr. Maurice upon 

this 
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However plaufible this opinion may at 
fir ft fight appear, I cannot believe, that it 
refls upon any folid foundation. The rege- 
neration of the Myfteries was limply a mytho- 
logical new-birth ; nor had it the leaft refe- 
rence to that fpiritual change, which our 
Lord has pronounced to be fo effential tofal- 
vation. When Noah entered into the gloomy 
womb of the Ark, he was faid, in the lan- 
guage of the epoptae, to have died ; when he 
quitted it, he was defcribed as having been 
born again, and was accordingly reprefented 
by the Egyptians as an infant fitting ypon 
the lotus s . Hence we find, that the diluvian 
gods, Bacchus, Ofiris, Hercules, Adonis, Mer- ■ 
. cury, Orpheus, Attis, and Hippolytus, were all 
feigned either to have tailed death, and after- 
wards to have experiehced a miraculous revi- 
vification ; or to have defcended into the in- 
fernal- regions, and afterwards to have re- 
turned from them in fafety, This allegorical 
revivification was brought about by means of 
the Ark ; and accordingly the regeneration 
of the Myfteries was fuppofed to he procured 
by the blood either of a bull, or of a ram, 


this point $ but I am now perfuaded, that I was quite miftaken. 
See Horae Mofaicae, vol. ii. p. 107. note t. 
s Vide fupra vol. i. p. 314. note f. 

which 
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which were the common arkite fymbols h . 
For the very fame reafon, I apprehend, one 
part of the Myfteries confided in tearing a 
bull * to pieces, in allufion to the mythologi- 
cal burfting afunder of the Ark, from whofe 
fruitful womb blued all the hero-gods of the 
Gentiles k ; while another part was, devoted to 
the celebration of the bull as the parent of 
the dragon, and of the dragon as the parent 
of the bull, in reference to the two principal 
fymbols of the helio-arkite fuperilition l . 

That fuch is the real import of the term 
regeneration, when ufed by the epoptse, is 
fufiiciently manifeft from a very curious paf- 
fage in the treatife of Julius Firmicus. ' This 
author obferves, that, in the no&urnal cele- 
bration of the Myfteries, a ftatue was laid 
out upon a couch, as if dead, and bewailed 
with the bittereft lamentations. When a 
fufficient fpace of time had been confumed 

h It is obfervable, that a goat was fometimes the vi&im, in- 
ftead of a bull or a ram. I ftrongly fufpeft, from the manner in 
which this animal was introduced into the hiftory of Jupiter, 
that it alfo was an emblem of the Ark. 

1 This ceremony experienced precifely the fame corruption 
as the tradition upon which it was founded. Bacchus was faid 
to have been tom afunder inftead of the Ark $ and accordingly, 
in the Myfteries, a bull was torn to pieces inftead of a heifer. 

k Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel. p. 14. 

1 Ibid. p. 32. 

vol. 11. A a in 
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in all the mock Solemnity of woe, lights were 
introduced, and the hierophant llowly chanted 
the following diftich. 

0fltpsf(T£ th S' ex tretratrpevii, 

Evan yct{> Yifji.iv ex. irovm rurripia. m . 

Courage, ye' My ft*, lo, our god js fafe. 

And all our troubles Speedily (hall end. 

This flatue was doubtleis that of the arkite 
god, who is accordingly deferibed as having 
been faved from fome great calamity. His 
death, as I have obferved, or his entrance 
into the fabulous Hades, was nothing more 
than his temporary confinement within the 
gloomy cavity of the Ark ; and the regenera- 
tion of the Myfteries was fimply his allegori- 
cal return to life and light. 

To the fame Source, I fuSpedt, we may ul- 
timately trace the wild fable of the Metem- 
pSychofis, which prevailed fo extensively both 
in the eaftern and in the weftern continent. 
It was only a corruption of the original my- 
thic regeneration. Not content with the 
fimple allegory of the arkite voyagers experi- 
encing a fecond birth, the fertile genius of 
paganifm toon invented a fucceflion of 
changes, and literally fuppofed the foul to pafs 

m Jul. Firm, de Error. Prof. Rel, p. 43. 

through 
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through the bodies of an infinite variety both 
of men and of animals. Hence we may ob- 
serve, that the dodtrine of the MetempSycho- 
fis makes a very conspicuous appearance in 
the Chaldean oracles, the hidden meaning of. 
which I have already attempted to develope n ; 
and hence Apollonius, with the utmoft pro- 
priety, deduces this widely prevailing notion 
from the Argoan or arkite voyage, and repre- 
fents Ethalides, one of his heroes, as the head 
of a long tranfmigratory fucceffion 0 . 

It will not be improper to conclude theSe 
remarks upon the ancient orgies of Bacchus, 
Ceres, Ifis, and Cybel£, with pointing out 
the manner, in which I conceive them to 
have been celebrated at their original institu- 
tion, previous to their corruption by the Hin- 
doos, the Greeks, and the Egyptians ; a cor- 
ruption, which confiSted of aScribing to the 
Ark what belongs to Noah, and to Noah 
what belongs to the Ark. 

The primitive MySteries commenced, I ap- 
prehend, in allufion to the erratic Slate of the 
Ark upon the Surface of the diluvian waters, 

u ffv o^fToy, oS«y, »? rm rai(e<, 

TvfACtTi Bweuroif, ITT* TCtfrp U$’ *ppUVfi, 

AvSti * 

Soy yxg uyynop StjpEf oixycwciv. Orac. Mag. p. IJ. 

• Apoll. Argon, lib. i. ver. 641. — Schol. in Ibid. ver. 645. 
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•with reprcfenting the great Mother as ram- 
bling over the whole world, and as purfued by 
the monfter Typhon. During this period, 
the ineffable wonders of the infernal regions, 
or in other words of the vaft central abyfs, 
were difplayed in all their horrors before the 
eyes of the aftonifhed afpirant ; and Ofiris, 
Bacchus, or Maha-Deva, titles under which 
the great patriarch was venerated by his pof- 
terity, were bewailed as having experienced 
an untimely death. Such was the firft or 
mournful part of the Myfteries. The fecond 
opened with an exhibition of the flopping of 
the Baris, and with the indecencies of the 
phallagogia. Thefe were /followed by the • 
new-birth, or revivification, of the arkite 
deity; the burfting afunder of the Great 
Mother ; the flattering of her limbs ; and 
the egrefs of the Noetic hero-gods. The la- 
mentations and gloom, with which the firft 
part of the Myfteries was celebrated, were 
now exchanged for the moft frantic expref- 
fions of joy, and for a general illumination of 
the facred facellum ; and the epoptae now 
palTed from the darknefs of Tartarus to the 
divine fplendor ofElyflum p . 

P Mod of thefe circumftances are mentioned by Jamblichus 
in a carious paflage, which has been already cited. H ycy ror 
oapocfQt 9 Tfocrafa^nv, v rcc xpviriu tw I t xtp setup, n to sr otGvrau 
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With regard to the various corruptions of 
thefe orgies, the Hindoo mythology properly 
reprefents the Ark, not the arkite deity, as 
torn to pieces ; but it erroneoufly defcribes 
the latter as wandering through the world, 
inftead of the former. On the other hand, 
the Egyptian and Greek mythologies properly 
reprelent Ifis, or Ceres, as the wanderer ; but 
erroneoufly confound together the burfting 
afunder of the Ark, and the mythological 
death of Noah. Hence we find, that Bac- 
chus and Ofiris 'are both faid to have tailed 
death, which is right : but then, in addition 
to this, they are further faid to have been 
torn to pieces by the Titans or Noachidae, 
which is wrong ; for that circumftance ought 
to have been predicated of Ifis or Ceres only. 

I fhall now proceed to examine the ac- 
counts, which have been handed down to us 
of the celebrated grotto of Mithras. 

It has been obferved, in many different 
parts of the prefent work, that, wherever the 
rites of the Cabiri. prevailed, we always find 
them in fome manner or other conne<fted 
with caverns. Thus, Rheo, who was expofed 


uiroppylop S'a^up, tj ryirtip r w B apiv, rj roc (juhq ra 0<r»r*3o$ hx<nie$cternp 
ru TvQtm, n aAAo r\ rotovlop airtih n iroin?nv. Jamb, de Myft. 
Se&. vi. cap. 51. 
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at tea in an Ark, brought forth her fon Ani- 
us in a cave : Bacchus, who was alfo expofed 
in an ark, was nurfed in a cave : Typhon, or 
the diluvian ocean, was produced from a cave: 
Jupiter was born in the Didtean cave of 
Crete : the ftatue of Ceres-Hippia-Cabiria 
was placed by the Phigalenfians in an artifi- 
cial cave : the firft horfe Sifyphus was pro- 
duced by Neptune out of a rock : the Argo- 
nautic Jafon was educated in the cave of 
Chiron : Mithras was fuppofed to have been 
born out of a rock : and the moft myfterious 
rites of the Samothracian Cabiri were per- 
formed within the dark recefles of the cave 
Zerinthus q . I have further obferved, that 
the Cabiric cavern was fymbolical of the 
Hades of the Epoptas, or the vaft central ca- 
vity of the earth, out of which the waters of 
the deluge principally iffued. 

The Noetic gods, worlhipped within thefe 
facred caverns, were termed Patari, Patrici, 
Patr'o'i, or Patrei ; all which appellations are 
equally derived from Patar, to difmifs or to 
open, and equally allude to the egrels of the 

1 i 

* This famous cave was fometimes alfo called Saon from the 
woifhip of Za-On, the illujlrious Sun . 

Znpitfyov Tint, xv9o<r(pa*e$ Sea,? 

Awm, s^Vjxvof xhc/xA KvpGaflafp, Xttov. 

Lycoph. CalT. ver. 77. 

Noa- 
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Noachidas from the Ark. That velTel itfelf 
was called Patara, or Putara ' ; and. the ca- 
verns . likewife, which were devoted to the 
helio-arkite Myfteries, bore the fame name 
of Patara, Petera, or Petra, though, I ap- 
prehend, with a fomewhat different idea. 
The Ark, as I have juft obferved, was deno- 
minated Patara, from the egrefs of the Noa- 
chidas : but the title feems to have been be- 
llowed upon the confecrated fymbolical ca- 
vern, becaufe the waters of the deluge iffued 
from the central abvfs; or, in the language 
of Scripture, becaufe “ the fountains of the 
“ great deep were broken up” or opened. In 
procefs of time, the word Petra , though pri- 
marily applied to the Cabiric grotto alone to 
the exclufion of other grottos, acquired a 
more general fignification, and was, extended 
by the Greeks to all kinds of rocks and ca- 
verns whatfoever. 

The Mithratic cave was fomptimes deno- 
minated the cave of the Nympha. Thefe 
imaginary females, as we learn from Homer, 
were Naiads or Water-Nymphs ; and they 
were the very fame mythological perfonages 


r Hence Patera, aflat open cup . I have already noticed the 
connexion between (hips and cups. In the Chaldaic oracles 
the Ark is ftyled Arcba-Pairica. Vide fupra p. 149. 
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as the fifty Nereids, the fifty daughters of 
Danaus, the Tithnides, or the Cabirides. The 
name however of Nymphce fee ms to have been 
given to them, in allufion to the pretended 
oracles, which were ufually eftabji^hed in the 
Mithratic Patarae ; for Numphai is Nuh-Om- 
Phi, the oracle of the folar Noah. 

Atrra^ £7T( Kparos Xifjomc rawipvXXoi eXatt y 
Ayxv&i S' aurrjf avrpov err^arov tfepoetSef 
‘Iqov wy.tyaav, at NS‘a.See KctMavrai. 

T.v Se, Kprjjrj^a rt Kcu aptiptfioftie? teuri 
Aaivot, fvB'a S' tirttra Ti&a,iZutr<rx<ri pieXircai. 

Ev S’ hot XtB'eot rre^tfA.tiKetc' svB'a rt wfiQat 
Qaf v(paivacrtv aXtvropipvpa, S’O.v/m, tSea-B'ai' 

Ev S’ iSar aevaovra’ Si >a Se re oi B'vpat eta-tv, 

A 1 fjotv 7T(>os fiopeao Ka.ratZa.TAt avB’^U7rtta-iv, 

At S' av rrpoc vorov tin B’sure^at' nSert Ksivy 
AvSpes eio’tQxonat, aXX aSSa.va.ruv oSog ev< s . 

High at the head, a branching olive grows, 
And crowns thepointed cliffs with ftiady boughs. 
Beneath, a gloomy grotto’s cool recefs 
Delights the Nereids of the neighbouring leas ; 
Where bowls and urns were form’d of living 
ftone, 

And maffy beams in native maible fhone } 

On which the labours of the Nymphs were 
roll’d. 

Their webs divine of purple mix’d with gold. 


9 Horn. OdyflT. lib. xiii. vcr. 102. 
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Within the cave the cluttering bees attend 

Their waxen works, or from the roof depend. 

Perpetual waters o’er the pavement glide ; 

•Two marble doors unfold on either fide ; 

Sacred the fouth, by which the gods defcend, 

But mortals enter at the northern end. Pope. 

Such was the far-famed Homeric cave of 
the Nymphs*; upon which a contiderable 
degree of light is thrown by the very curious 
treatife of Porphyry, though I can not think 
all his explanations perfectly juft. After fome 


1 The Print prefixed to the firft of thefe volumes is a repre- 
fentation of a Nympheum or Mithratic cavern. The original, 
from which it was engraved, was found in the wall of an an- 
cient cell, that Jay concealed beneath the furface of the ground 
in the Barberini gardens at Rome. Alexander Donatus con- 
jectures, that it was a reprefentation of the cave of Jupiter, on 
account of the goats, which make fo confpicuous an appearance 
in it 3 but Lucas Holftenius diifents from him, and fuppofes it 
to v be a Nympheum. (Comment. Luc. Holften* in Tab. 
Barb.) This difference however in their opinions is more ap- 
parent than real 3 for the Cretan cave of Jupiter, the Samo- 
thracian cave of the Cabjri, the Homeric cave of the Nymphs, 
and the Perfian cave of Mithras, were all equally devoted to 
the Myfteries of the helio-arkite fuperftition. Hence we find, 
that in a Nympheum, mentioned by Paufanias, were placed 
the ftatues of the Cabiric gods Bacchus, Ceres, and Proferpine. 
AyaKfACtTCt. Atotvcra xai Ar,[x^oc xoci Kcpif, rot (pcatovra, tv 

t u *vf/.Qvn «n>. Pauf. Corinth, p. 136. In fumma parte ta- 
bellae, apud aedes Barberinas affervatae, Hermas videre licet 
ithyphallos 3 honefti autem caufa, phallos, in noftro exemplari, 
miffos facere fatius putavimus. 
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general remarks, he informs us, that, among 
the ancient mythologies, a cave was fymbo- 
lical of the world ; the exterior part repre- 
fenting the furface of the earth, and the hol- 
low interior the great central cavity : and he 
adds, that to the world thus fymbolized the 
name of Petra was enigmatically given. This 
remarkable declaration however he nearly 
ruins, by whimfically alTerting, that, the 
world and the rocky cavern being equally 
felf-exiftent, the one was therefore made an 
emblem of the other. He afterwards obferves 
very juftly, that ftreams of water were intro- 
duced into the Nymphean cave, in allufion 
to the whole body of waters, which proceed 
from the bowels of the earth. He further 
informs us, that Zoroafter confecrated a na- 
tural grotto in the mountains of Perfia, 
decked with flowers and watered with foun- 
tains, to Mithras the univerfal father ; and 
that by this grotto he defigned to fymbolize 
the world : that from Zoroafter the cuftom 
extended itfelf to others alfo, who, in imita- 
tion of him, celebrated their facred myfte- 
rious rites in caverns, fometimes natural, and 
fometimes artificial : that hence Cronus was 
fuppofed to have conftru&ed a cave in the 
centre of the Ocean, and to have hid his 
children within it : and that hence alfb Ceres 

was 
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was believed to have educated Proferpine in 
a cave along with the Nymphs. Porphyry 
accordingly infers very naturally, that the 
cave of the Curetes in Crete, where Jupiter 
was feigned to have been born ; the cave in 
Arcadia facred to Pan and the Moon, or, in 
other words, to Noah and the Ark ; and the 
cave in Naxus, which was dedicated to Bac- 
chus j were all equally imitations of the ori- 
ginal Mithratic cavern. The arkite deity in 
ihort was always, in fome manner or other, 
connected with a cave : whence, as Jupiter, 
Anius, and Bacchus, were all fuppofed to 
have been born in caves ; fo we are informed 
by Juftin Martyr, that it was a part of the 
creed of the initiated, that Mithras was born 
out of a Petra, or rock u . In all thefe cafes, 
I ftrongly fufpedt, that the Patara, or fymboli- 
cal cavern, has been confounded with Patara, 
the Ark. The miftake was very ealy, fince 

u O* toc th fjcvmfioc Xtyncrcp ix frtT^oct ytysfrr , • 

avTop. Dial, cum Tryph. p. 296. I am much furprifed, 
that fo able a mythologift as Mr, Maurice fhould fuppofe, that 
the fable of Mithras being born out of a rock means nothing 
more than the production of tire by the collifion of two flints. 
Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 202. Upon l'uch principles how are we 
to account for the birth of the horfe Sifyphus from a rock, and 
for the circumftance of the title Petreus being, bed owed upon 
the marine deity Neptune ? 

the 
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the fame name, though for fomewhat differ- 
ent reafons, was applied to both. 

The Nymphean cavern then being fymbo- 
lical of the central abyfs, the rocky bowls and 
the flowing flreams, which were introduced 
-into it, will neceflarily relate to the vaft cir- 
cular arch of rock, and to the mafs of fub- 
terraneous waters confined within it ; while 
the fable of the Naiads weaving webs round 
rollers of ftone feems to have entirely origi- 
nated from the miftaking of one oriental 
word for another. Porphyry fancies, that 
thefe flony looms typify the bones of the hu- 
man body, and the webs the flefh : but I am 
rather inclined to conjecture, that Arag, to 
weave, has been fubftituted for Arach, the 
Ark or long Jhip ; and that, in confequence 
of fuch fubftitution, the diluvian Nereids 
have been metamorphofed into weavers x . 


x I fufpe&, that the whole fable of Arachne fprung from a 
limilar mifprifion of the very fame terms. Arachne is Arach- 
Nah, the Ark of Noah ; whence {he is juftly ftyled by Ovid a 
Meonian or arkite , and feigned to be the daughter of Idmon or 
Ida-Mon, the Idean Mon. (See Ovid, Metam. lib. vi. in init.) 
I have already obferved, that Meon, or Baal-Meon, was the 
fame as Mon, Monu, Menu, or Noah. Arag however (ignify- 
ing to weave, the ancient fabulifts fuppofed Arachne to be a 
weaver, precifely in the fame manner as Homer makes the Ne- 
reids weavers. 

The 
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' The next matter, which attracts our atten- 
tion, in the Nymphean cavern, is the fwarm 
of bees, and the honey, which they are fup- 
pofed to have made there. We learn from 
one of the ancient oracles collected by Opfb- 
peus, that honey was ufed in the facrifices to 
Bacchus and the Nymphs y ; and Sophocles 
informs us, that libations of honey and water 
were made in honour of the Erinnues z , which 
tremendous deities, as I have already ob- 
lerved, were in reality arkite deities. Ac- 
cording to Porphyry, honey was introduced 
into the Myfteries as a fymbol of death, on 
which account it was offered to the infernal 
gods. This notion will Ihew us the reafon, 
^why the Chaldeans* who were deeply verfed 
in the Cabiric orgies, were accuftomed to 
embalm their dead with honey*. The death 
however, celebrated in the Myfteries, of 
which honey was the fymbol, was not 1 ap- 

y XeVf n(A$au$ Awn/coio t« Orac. Vet. Opfop, 

P- 4 5- 

2 *Yoaro$, mpQirfsfUf ptSu, Oedip. Colon. 

,ver. 494. 

a T*<pou h cr(p\ iv jxsXm. Herod, lib. i. cap. 198. For the 
fame reafon, the Egyptians, when upon folemn occafions they 
facrificed a cow to the great goddefs, were accuftomed to fill 
the ftomach of the vi6tim, after having firft taken out the en- 
trails, with fine bread, honey, raiftns, figs, frankincenfe, and 
myrrh. Herod, lib. ii. cap. 40. 
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prehend a literal, but merely an allegorical 
death ; the death in fhort of Bacchus, Ado- 
nis, and Ofiris, or, in other words, the con- 
finement of Noah within his Ark or coffin : 
fuch a death as this therefore was very natu- 
rally defcribed as being fweet, for it was in 
fadt a prefervation from danger b . In allulion 
to the lymbolical honey, Samothrace, the 
grand feat of the Cabiric fuperftition, was 
once denominated Melita c j and for precifely 
the fame reafon, Jupiter was fometimes 
feigned to have been fed, during his infancy, 
by a fwarm of bees d . Thefe bees, as we 
learn from Porphyry, were nothing more than 
the myftic prieftefles of the infernal Ceres, 
tvho were called Meltjfce or Melitta*; a name, 


b Theie remarks will explain the meaning of a curious tra- 
dition, preferred by Theocritus, refpefting a perfon denomi- 
nated Comatas . This Comatas is faid to have been (hut up in 
an ark during the fpace of a year, and there fed with honey. 

£2 fMZKapire Ko/xaru, rv Sfjv roth repirtu « wo > vik * 

Kat tv KetreyJKaaBvs ts ttay rv fxiKicrffoiv 

K XpiOL Qif&OjXSfOS, ITOf Opw l£tTt\s<T<TOC<; . 

Theoc. Idyll, vii. ver. 83. 

Comatas is Com-Ait-^.s, tie blazing Sun worfhipped in con- 
jun£fcion with Noah. 

c Strab. Geog. lib. x. p. 47a. 
d Virg. Georg, lib. iv. ver. 149. 

c Kan t cts Aij/AijTpos Upuas, rvi fAiXteerati 

0 ! Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 261, Cantab. 

* 6 55- 
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•which, according to a cuftom familiar to the 
pagans, they feem to have alTumed from the 
deity whom they ferved. • Ceres, Venus, or 
Aftarte, was ft)’ led by the Babylonians Mylit- 
ta, or the goddefs of generation ; and, as the 
Cabiric priefts aflumed the title of Cabiri, 
Curetes, or Corybantes, fo the priefteftes of 
Mylitta called themfelves Meliffa, or Melitta. 
The name was afterwards extended to bees, 
which animals, from their great vigour, acti- 
vity, and livelinefs, were thought to be pro- 
per emblems of what the epoptas termed 
new-born fouls { . Thefe new-born fouls were 
believed to have been produced from an ox, 
whence they were denominated bugenis; and, 
bees being fymbolical of them, we fhall per- 
ceive how the ancient notion originated, that 
they alfo were generated from the carcafe of 
a heifer. Porphyry accordingly informs us, 
that both the new-born fouls, and their fym* 
bols the bees, were alike intitled bugenis, or 
ox-born g . It is impoflible to attach any fig- 

{ Virgil afcribes even a portion of the divinity to bees. 

His quidem (ignis, atque haec exempla fecuti, 

Eflfe apibus partem divinae mentis, et hatiftus 
iEthereos dixere . Georg, lib. iv. ver. 219. 

S B tryepetf al fx ebicrcau' xai ^v^cci . F eg y event/ tyrcet, fitr/cwg. 
Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 262. —p&'Kurauv, al (Shyeve is eivae 
trVfjiJoi Syxev. Ibid. p. 260. 
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nification to this ftrange notion, unlefs we 
adopt the fyftem, that the Myfteries were 
commemorative of the deluge j and that the 
ox-born fouls mean nothing more than the 
eight living fouls, who ilTued from their alle- 
gorical mother the bovine Ark. The heifer, 
as I have frequently obferved, was a fymbol 
of that veflel ; and afterwards, upon the in- 
troduction of Sabianiftn, it became likewife 
an emblem of the Moon, which was wor- 
lhipped conjointly with the Ark. Hence we 
may underftand the lingular alTertion of Por- 
phyry, that the great infernal goddefs Profer- 
pine had the epithet honied afligned to her ; 
and that the Moon was fometimes faid to be 
a bee, and at other times an ox h . Hence 
alfo we may learn the import of the beautiful 
legend of Arifteus, introduced by the excel- 
lent mythologift Virgil into the fourth book 
.of his Georgies. 

Arifteus was the fon of Apollo by the 
nymph Curene, and was educated, like Jafon 

h Avt9}» £s tup Ko^»j» 2eA»;w}* Ti Uffa* yt wpoora- 

Ti$a, fx ikxeaoL* txodtev' aXhuq ts tm i ravfor pcsr SeAij jj* xcu 

o rctvpo q. Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 261. The epi- 
thet Melitodes or boined here applied to Proferpine is in fa 61 
Melito-Dea, the goddefs of generation $ hence Porphyry very 
juftly proceeds to obferve, that Selene, or the arkite Moon, was 
called Meliffa , becaufe (he prefided over generation. 

and 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE CABIRI. 369 

and Achilles, in the cave of the centaur Chi- 
ron. His mother Curene was the fitter of 
Larifia, whofe hiftory has been already fuffi- 
ciently difcufled ; and Arifteus himfelf, as 
we have feen, was the lover of Eurydice the 
wife of Orpheus. He was the fame in fa<tt 
as the Jupiter and Apollo of the Greek my- 
thology, and as the Agreus or Agruerus of 
Sanchoniatho ; all which deities were equally 
the folari-agricultural patriarch. According- 
ly we find, that Arift&us was fuppofed to be 
an Arcadian, or arkite; and that he was wor- 
ftiipped by the Aimonians, or arcalatreutae *, 
under the feveral titles of Jupiter- Arifteus, 
Apollo , Agreus , and Nomius. Bacchylides 
fuppofes, that there were four Ariftei : one, 
the fon of Caryftus ; another, of Chiron ; a 
third, like Cronus, of Uranus and Ge ; and a 
fourth, of Apollo and Curene. All thefe 
however were one and the fame perfon, 
namely Ares-Theus, the he lio- Noetic God k . 
Virgil deferibes Arift&us, as defeending into a 
cave beneath the river Peneus, in order that 
he might confult his mother refpedting his 
bees, which had been deftroyed by the 


* Aimonia is Ai-Mona, tie land of tie lunar Ark . 
k See Apoll. Argon, lib. ii. ver. joo. et infra. — $chol. in 
ibid. 

vol. 11. b b Nymphs, 
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Nymphs, as a punifhment for his attempting 
the chaftity of Eurydice. By the advice of 
his parent he appeafed the offended deities, 
together with the fhades of Orpheus and his 
confort ; and thus at length procured a frefh 
fwarm of bees from the carcafe of a heifer. 
It is remarkable, that the poet mentions Be- 
roe, or the divine covenant, among the filters 
of Curene ; while, what appears decidedly to 
confirm the preceding obfervations, his com- 
mentator Servius affirms, that the fable of 
Arifteus plunging beneath the waves, and en- 
tering into the facred cavern to converfe with 
his mother, was entirely borrowed from the 
mythology of Egypt. 

A bull then being lymbolical of Noah, and 
a heifer of the Ark, we lhall be able to afcer- 
tain the meaning of the word Buclopus % 
which Porphyry aifures us was one of the 
titles of Mithras 1 , and which the Greeks, 
agreeably to their ufual cuftom, interpreted a 
Jiealer of oxen m . Buclopus is Bu-Col-Op, the 


1 Bax?.o7 to? o 7 y,i yevtnp A sXjjSota’s ccxuojv, Porph. de Ant. 

Nymph, p. 262. 

m I much doubt the propriety of Mr. Maurice’s mode of 
interpreting this title, “ Mithras is faid by Porphyry to have 
** been a dealer of oxen, which he fecreted in caverns 5 inti- 
" mating at once, that the Sun, like the ox, was the emblem of 
“ fertility, and that his prolific and generative heat produced 
<( that fertility by fecret and invifible operations.'* Maurice’s 

Ind. 
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tauric ferpent of the Ark : accordingly, while 
we are told on the one hand, that Mithras 
was the Sun we find, on the other, that he 
was depicted riding on the arkite bull of Ve- 
nus®. The fable of Mercury pealing the 
oxen of Apollo arofe from the fame mifcon- 
cep'tion of the facred helio-arkite title Buclop, 
which was equally* and for fimilar reafons, 
bellowed both upon Mercury and Mithras. 
Porphyry concludes his remarks upon the 
bees of the Myfleries by obferving, that the 
epoptae did not confider them emblematical 
of all fouls in general, but only of the fouls 
of the juft. The rcafon why this difli nation 
was made is evident: the bees fymbolized 
only the juft, man and his pious family, not 
the incorrigible race which perifhed beneath 
the waves of the deluge. 


Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 202. Porphyry certainly denominates 
Mithras Buclopus, but I cannot find, that he makes any men- 
tion of his fecreting oxen in caverns ; nor can I comprehend, 
why the Sun fhould be deemed a Jlealer of oxen, becaufe he was 
the great material caufe of plenty and fertility. 

n 0 tow •mctpu IIe ^ cra»?. Hefych. Lex. Soli invidto 

Mithrae. Infcrip. apud Martian. Capell. lib. iii. 

0 E9ro^e»T«y ravpeo Atp^ohrijc, ug ttau 0 ravpog biputipyog m ^ 
M&potg, xou yetscrgug jg, Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 2 r 6 <j* 

Th$ reader will recoiled! the famous Bacchic chaunt. 

Tuvpog fyocxovTOf, xu 1 tyctxur ravpa moolyjp. 

The bull the ferpent’s fire, the bulls the ferpent. 

B b 2 , With 
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With regard to the two doors of the Mi-* 
thratic cavern, the one pervious to mortals, 
and the other to immortals. Porphyry fup- 
pofes, that they relate to the famous lidereal 
metempfyehofis of the oriental world ; and 
Mr. Maurice, taking that metempfyehofis in 
its abfolute and literal fenfe, has adopted his 
opinion. The metempfyehofis however was 
nothing more than an extended corruption of 
the original allegorical regeneration of the 
Myfteries ; and, when the rites of Sabianifm 
were ingrafted upon the orgies of the Ark, 
the ftrange fable of the tranfmigration of the 
foul through the Sun, the Moon, and the 
Stars, was forthwith invented. The immor- 
tals, as we have repeatedly feen, are the Noe- 
tic Ogdoad; and the mortals, thofe who were 
deftroyed by the flood : whence it will fol- 
low, that, of the two doors of the Mithratic 
Petra, that, which Homer calls the defeent of 
mortals p , is the vafl: fiflure of the central 
abyfs, through which the waters iflued, and 
through which they afterwards returned, car- 
rying down with them the bodies of the 
dead ; while that, which he denominates the 
paffage of immortals, and through which he 
affirms, that no mortal was allowed to 


p HOtTaiGatroH 

pafs, 
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pafs q , is the door of the other Patara, the Ark r . 
In allufion to the fir ft of thefe doors, the Or- 
phic, poet celebrates the Titans, that is the 
impious Titans, as dwelling within the deep 
recedes of the earth, the gloomy realms of 
Tartarus s ; in allufion to the latter, Janus, or 
Noah, was called ‘Thyrsus, and venerated as 
the god of the door; and, in allufion to them 
both, Virgil defcribes the myftic Hades, or 
the great cavity of the earth, of which the 
Mithratic grotto was a fymbol, as having two 
gates *, 


q Kilty 

A national, aXX* u§ott*Tut o<$o? in*, ' 

It may not be improper to obferve, that the very elegant, 
though inaccurate tranflator, Mr. Pope, has completely de- 
parted from the exa&nefs of the original. Homer diftinguifties 
between the defcent of mortals, and the pajfagc of the gods j for 
the former, though a paffage, was a defccnt , while the latter, 
though equally a palfage, was an ajcent : whereas Mr. Pope 
precifely inverts the terms, and thus ruins the fenfe. 

Sacred the fouth, by which the gods defcend , 

But mortals enter at the northern end. 
r If the reader will turn to the plate, prefixed to the former 
of thefe volumes, he will immediately perceive, that the petra, 
there reprefented, is accurately defcribed as having two gates. 
The upper of thefe I conceive to be the arkite patara $ and the 
lower, the patara of the great abyfs. 

8 Orph. Hymn. 36. The whole of this hymn has been alt 
ready cited. Vide fupra p. a 66 , 267. 

* iEneid. lib. vi. ver. 893. 

b b 3 Por- 
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Porphyry concludes his treatife with a va- 
riety of refined remarks upon the olive, which 
Homer reprefents as overlhadowing the Nym- 
phdan cavern. None of them however are 
in the lead degree fatisfadtory, excepting his 
obfervation, that fuppliants were accuftomed 
to bear olive branches in their hands, from 
which they augured, that the gloom of their 
prefent calamities would be exchanged for 
light, happinefs, and profperity u . Here we 
have fome remains of the original" matter of 
fadl, though completely mifunderftood and 
perverted by Porphyry. The olive in the 
Myfteries was commemorative of the olive- 
branch brought back to Noah by the dove : 
and it was the propitious omen, that the pa- 
triarch aud his family would fpeedily emerge 
from the gloom of the Ark to the light of 
day ; that they would exchange their con- 
finement for liberty ; and that they would each 
foon be able to exclaim in the language of 
the myftagogue, “ I have efcaped an evil, I 
“ have found a better lot x .” With a fimi- 
lar allufion to the hiftory of the deluge, the ' 

u Auttstou h vagctfyiffcu To rw wt(pVTtVjxifiK t\cwz<; rv/i£oAor, 

O *T* 3T0T* (JLTIVVH E* T«K AlTfltMaif XCU lx £7^0.1$ TO* $*- 

9rpoT6tyao , »i»* it( to Xtvxop ctvrois to axoruvof rv* xtpfinwy ^ura- 

oTmvofAtm, Porph. de Ant. Nymph, p. 269, 370. 

* Efvyor xctxot, tvpoi a/tew or. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 276. 

priefts 

» 


Digitized by 


Google 



ON THE CABIRI. 


375 


priefls of MithraS were ftyled Hierocoraces, or 
facred ravens 7 ; and the oracular .prieftefleS of 
Hammon, Peleiades, or doves 1 : while, in con- 
fequence of the clofe connexion of the dove 
and the olive, a particular fpecies of that tree 
was denominated Columbas *. 

Thefe remarks upon the treatife of Por- 
phyry will prepare us for the examination of 
feveral other Mithratic caverns ; one of the 
moft celebrated of which was that of Tro- 
phonius in Beotia. 

Upon the death of Orchomenus, whom I 
have fhewn to be Orca-Menu, or the arkite 
Noah, his kingdom was fuppofed to have de- 
volved to Clymenus, the grandfon of Phrixus. 
Clymenus was flain by the Thebans at the 
feftival of the Oncheftian or oceanic Nep- 
tune, and he was fucgeeded by his eldeft fon 
Erginus, the father of Trophonius and Aga- 
medes. Trophonius is faid to have been 
nurfed by Ceres-Europa ; and he had a con- 
secrated grove near the city Orchomenus, and 
in it a famous oracular cavern. Upon the 
bank of the adjacent river ftood a fmall tem- 
ple of the nymph Hercyna, who was wor- 

y Ban. Mythol. vol. i. p. 289. 

* Herod, lib. ii. cap. 55. 

• Athen. Deipnof. lib. ii. p. 56. 

b b 4 {hipped 
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{hipped in conjunction with him, and who 
was fuppofed to have been the companion of 
Proferpine. Near the river was alfo a tumu- 
lus, faid to be the monument of a perfon 
called Arcefilaus ; and a chapel, dedicated to 
Ceres-Europa. Within the cavern were fta- 
tues of Trophonius and Hercyna, holding in 
their hands rods, around which ferpents were 
int wined. Not far from the oracle was a 
ftatue of Jupiter-Pluvius : and, upon the 
fummit of the hill, a temple of Apollo ; an- 
other of Proferpine, and Jupiter ; and a third 
of Juno, Jupiter, and Saturn. The rivulet 
itfelf was named Hercyna ; and the cavern, 
which Paufanias informs us was artificial, 
was fo contrived, that the ftream flowed out 
of it. When any perfon wifhed to confult 
the oracle, he was firft walhed in this confe- 
crated water by two youths, each of whom bore 
the title of Mercury or Cafmilus. He was then 
directed to drink of the ft reams of Lethe and 
Mnemofyne; the firft of which removed from 
his recolleftion all profane thoughts, and the 
fecond enabled him to remember whatever 
he might fee in the cave. Afterwards he 
was drefled in a linen robe, and conducted in 
folemn proceflion to the oracle. The mouth 
of the cavern was fhaped like an oven b , be- 

b From the circumftance of the mouths of the artificial Mi- 

thratic 
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ing extremely narrow and fteep ; and the 
method of defcending into it was by means 
of a fmall ladder. Arriving at the bottom, 
the votary found another cave ; the entrance 
into which was yet more ftraight than that of 
the former. Here he proftrated himfelf upon 
the ground, holding in either hand the offer- 
ings to Xrophonius, which confifled of cakes 
mixed with honey. Immediately his feet 
were feized, and his whole body was drawn 
into the cavern, by the agency of fome invi- 
fible power. Here he beheld fuch vifions, 
and heard fuch voices, as feemed beft to the 
tutelary deity of the place. The refponfe 
being given, he forthwith felt himfelf con- 
veyed out of the cavern, in the fame manner 
as he had been drawn in, his feet in both 
cafes being foremoft. As foon as he once 
more emerged to open day, he was conducted 
by the officiating priefts to the chair of Mne- 
mofyne, and ftri&ly interrogated with refpeft 
to what he had feen or heard. Generally 


thratic grottos being thus (haped originated the notion of the 
more modern Perfians, that the waters of the deluge burft forth 
from the oven of an old woman, called Zala-Cupba . In libro 
Pharh. Sur. memoratur mons illuftris, ubi tunc habitavit Noah, 
cum ex eo erumperet aqua diluvii: et ibidem, Zala-Cupba di- 
citur fuifle nomen vetuloe, ex cujus furno aqua diluvii primo 
erupit. Hyde de Rel. Vet. Perf. cap. io,' 

fpeak- 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



A DISSERTATION 


i 7* 

fpeaking however, through the operation 
doubtlefs of fuperftitious terror, the votary 
was drawn up in a fwoon. In this cafe he 
was carried to the temple of the Good Ge- 
nius, till he lhould have come to himfelf 
again ; after which he was required to write 
down the anfwer of the oracle in a book kept 
fpecially for that purpofe. Paufanias adds, 
that he gave this account from his own per- 
fonal knowledge, for that he had had cu- 
riofity to defeend himfelf into the cave, and 
to confult the god'. 

From this defeription of the cavern of Tro- 
phonius the reader will fufficiently perceive, 
without the affiftance of a formal enumera- 
tion and comparifon of particulars, that it 
was an oracular Mithratic grotto ; and he 
will be confirmed in his opinion by the fabu* 
lous hiftory of Trophonius and Hercyna. 

With regard to Trophonius, the whole of 
his genealogy, as we have juft feen, is purely 
mythological; both his imaginary defeent, 
and his myfterious worlhip, relating entirely 
to the helio-arkite devotion. He was the 
feme in fhort as the infernal or diluvian Mer- 
cury d ; and his title trophonius feems to be 


c Pauf. Boeot. p. 784 — 792. 

d Alter (Mercurius) Valentis et Phoromdis filius, is, qui Tub 
term habetur, idem Trophonius. Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. in- 

cap. 
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a corruption of Tora-Phont, the friejl of the 
heifer. 

As Trophonius was the folar Noah, fo the 
goddefs Hercyna, worfhipped in conjunction 
with him, is Erca-Nah, the Noetic Ark ; and 
the rods, which their flatues bore, intwined 
with ferpents, point them out to be the fame 
characters as Efculapius and Salus, or the 
Noetic Sun and the arkite Moon.. Hercyna 
in faCt was no other than Ceres- Europa, the 
allegorical nurfe of Trophonius; and confe- 
quently Ihe was the fame as Hippa, Nufa, or 
Ino, the fuppofed nurfes of Bacchus. Ac- 
cordingly Lycophron informs us, that Ennea, 
Hercyna, and Erinnus , were all titles of Ce- 
res'; and his commentator Tzetzes obferves, 
that Hercyna was at once an epithet of Ceres, 
and the name of the daughter of Trophonius. 
He further adds, that Ihe was debauched by 
Neptune, being firft metamorphofed by him 
into a Hippa, or mare f . It is almoft fu- 
perfluous to obferve, that it matters little. 


cap. 22. Sub terra eft alter (Mercurius) Trophonius qui effe 
ja&atur. Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. iv. p. 170. 
e Ov •metvrvro* tv yccpQou aw Enctux, utoti, 

'Ep*v*S, Egtwg — ■■ Lycoph. Caff. yer. 152. 

Ennea is only a variation of Antea, An&a, Nanea, Nana, or 
Anu. Vide fupra vob i. p. 145. 
f Tzet. Schol. in loc. 

whe- 
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■whether Ceres-Europa-Hercyna-Hippa was 
efteemed the nurfe or the daughter of Tro- 
phonius ; in either cafe fhe will be equally a 
perfonification of the Ark. 

As for t.he fuppofed tomb of the hero Ar- 
cefilaus, which was thrown up on the bank 
of the rivulet Hercyna, I apprehend it to 
have been merely a high place of Arc-Es-El, 
the belio-arkite deity ; while the two minifter- 
ing youths, denominated Mercurii, are evi- 
dently the Cafmili of the Samothracian Myf- 
teries, or the Camilli of the ancient Tufcans. 

The cavern of Trophonius then being thus 
deftined for the celebration of the diluvian 
worfhip, we fliall not be furprifed to find it 
fituated near the town of Orchomenus, or 
the arkite Noah, and in Beotia, or the land of 
the Jymbolical heifer. 

Mr. Maurice has written largely upon the 
progrefs of temple architecture ; arid, though 
I cannot alien t to his explanation of the Myf- 
teries, yet his opinion, that the ornamented 
artificial cavern, the mafly pyramid, and the 
circular fpeluncean temple, were all the legi- 
timate defendants of the Mithratic grotto, 
appears to me to be perfectly juft. 

One of the moft magnificent of thefe arti- 
ficial caverns is that of Elephanta, the whole 
of which is hewn out of the folid rock. In 

its 
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its dimenfions it is about one hundred and 
twenty feet fquare, and eighteen high; and 
its ponderous roof is fupported by four rows 
of mafly pillars. Along its fides are ranged a 
confiderable number of coloflal ftatues ; and 
dire&ly oppofite to the principal entrance is 
the enormous bull of the triple divinity Brah- 
ma, Vifhnou, and Seeva s . It feems how- 
ever to be a doubt, whether this buft has 
not originally had a fourth head; in which 
cafe, as Mr. Maurice properly obferves, we 
mull confide r it as a reprefentation of the 
higheft god Brahme, who was depicted by 
the Hindoo mythologies with four heads. At 
the weft end of this curious temple, is the 
penetrale, or facellum ; in the centre of 
which is an altar, and upon the altar the 
phallus h . The four doors, which lead into 
the facellum, are guarded by eight gigantic 
figures ; each of which is thirteen feet and a 
half high, and finely fculptured in alto re- 
lievo 1 . All thefe particulars fufficiently point 
out the defign, with which the pagoda of 
Elephanta was conftrudted. Brahme is the 
Bromius of the Greeks, and the Brown of the 


s Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 142. 
b Ibid. p. 1 56. 

4 Ibid. p. 154, 

old 
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old Irilh k ; he is the lame in lhort as Cronus, 
or Noah. Hence he is defcribed as being the 
father of three fons, Brahma, Vifhnou, and 
Seeva: who anfwer to the claffical Jupiter, 
Neptune, and Pluto ; to the Phenician Cro- 
nus the younger, Jupiter-Belus, and Apollo ; 
and to the fcriptural Shem, Ham, and Ja- 
phet. Accordingly, when the Hindoos wifhed 
to reprefent all thefe deities in conjun&ion, 
they conftru&ed a bull with four heads; but, 
when their intention was to exhibit only the 
triple offspring of the patriarch, the number 
of heads was limited to three. It is remark- 
able, that Brahmc is faid to have had origi- 
nally five heads, one of which was cut off by 

k Col. Vallancey informs us, that Broum was one of the ti- 
tles of Ce-Bacche, or the illuftrious Bacchus . Colle6t. de Reb. 
Hibern. vol. v. p. 3. Ce-Bacche is manifeftly a mere varia- 
tion of Za-Bacchus : and it is poflible, that Brahmc , Bromius , 
and Broum , are alike compounded of Bu-Ram, the lofty tauric 
deity ; or, if the reader fhould diflike this laft derivation, he 
may deduce thofe kindred names from the Sanfcreet Brimba, 
or the Irifh Brom, which alike fignify wifdom. From Brahmc , 
the title of the god. Brahmins , the title of his priefts, evidently 
originates 5 precifely in the fame manner as the priefts of the 
Cabiri were themfelves alfo denominated Cabin. There is a 
wonderful aflemblage of rocks, abounding with Druidical an- 
tiquities, in the vicinity of Knarelborough in Yorkshire, which 
yet bears the name of Brimham . I ftrongly fufpe^ that it 
was fo called from the worftiip oft Brimh’ham, Brahme, or 
Broum, or, in other words, of the folar Noah. 

Na- 
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Narayen-Vifhnou, or Vtjhnou moving upon the 
waters ; and from the blood, that ifTued from 
the wound, the whole race of new animals 
was formed. Sir Wm. Jones profeffes him- 
felf unable to difcover the meaning of this 
ftory 1 , which I think neverthelefs may very 
eafily be explained upon the^principles adopt- 
ed throughout the whole of the prefent Dif- 
fertation. Brahme and his three Ions, when 
viewed conjointly, are Noah and his triple 
offspring ; but each of thefe three fons, when 
confidered feparately, is equally the great paw 
triarch m . The five-headed Brahme therefore 
is an hieroglyphical reprefentation of Noah,, 
his three fons, and his allegorical confort the 
Ark. At the termination of the deluge, the 
patriarch loft his fifth head the Ark ; which, 
in the language of fable, was faid to have 
been cut off by him that moves upon the 
waters : but from the blood, which flowed 
from it, the whole race of animals was repro- 
duced; or, in other words, the animals, which 
were deftined to flock the new w'orld, iffued 
from the womb of the Ark. The cavern of 
Elephanta then, being nothing more than a 
helio-arkite grotto, we fhall find no difficulty 


1 Afiat. Ref. vol. i. p. 242, 246, 
m Vide fupra vol. i. p. 16. 
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in difcovering the reafbn, why the compound 
buft of Noah and his three fons was placed 
within it; why precifely eight figures guarded 
the doors ; and why the difgraceful fymbol 
of Bacchus, Attis, Ofiris, or Maha-Deva, oc- 
cupied fo confpicuous a place in the facel- 
Ium. 

The Mithratic cavern however was not al- 
ways fubterraneous ; it fometimes lay con- 
cealed in the centre of enormous buildings of 
the pyramidal form. The firft of thefe upon 
record was the tower of Babel, which was 
yet Handing in the days of Herodotus. That 
hiflorian defcribes it, as confifting of eight 
towers, in allufion to the Noetic Ogdoad, 
placed one upon the other, and gradually di- 
minifhing in fize. At the top of it was a 
large temple, and towards the bottom a cha- 
pel, in which was placed a ftatue of Jupiter- 
Belus, or the folar Noah n . The ' pyramidal 
form was moll probably adopted in honour 
of the Sun, and in imitation of the tapering 
flame, as indeed the very name of pyramid 
feems to imply : and the tower itfelf was 
ufed for a twofold purpofe, aftronomical ob- 
fervations, and- idolatrous devotion °. 


n Herod, lib. i. cap. 181, 183. 

0 Thig point I have difcufled at large in a former publica- 
tion. 
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The pyramids of Egypt, and the pagodas 
of Hindoftan, were edifices of the very fame 
nature as the tower of Babel. Many have 
thought^ that the former of thele were fepul- 
chral tumuli; but I cannot believe, that they 
were ever either defigned, or ufed, for any 
fuch purpofe. In the centre of the largeft 
pyramid, a room, confiderable in fize, though 
linall when compared to the vaft building 
which contains it, has been difcovered. The 
pallage to it is fo low and narrow, that per- 
lons, who attempt it, are obliged rather to 
crawl, than to walk. The room itfelf con- 
tains nothing but a ftone trough, which Nor- 
den fancies to have been the coffin of the 
king, who was there interred, though there 
are no remains of any lkeleton : nor indeed 
is it very wonderful that there ffiould not, 
for the Egyptians never thought of depofiting 
a dead body within this facred vefTel. The 
trough in fa<5l was hewn out for the purpofe 
of containing, not a corpfe, but water; which 
accordingly was brought from the Nile, into 
the pyramid, by means of a well p : and I 


tion. See Horae Mofaicae, vol. i. p. 212. See alfo Perizonii 
Orig. Babyl. cap. 11. 

p Upon this point, I am happy, that I can agree both with 
Mr. Bryant, and Mr. Maurice, the former of whom judicioufly 
obferves, that the farcophagi of the Egyptians were always 
vol. h, cc placed 
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have no doubt of its being an utenfil of the 
very fame nature, as the {tone bowls and 
urns, which Homer places in his cave of the 
Nymphs. 

Similar to the Mithratic pyramids are the 
pagodas of Hindoftan. Thefe are ufually 
eredted on the banks of the Ganges, or fome 
other facred river ; and, whenever that is not 
the cafe, they are invariably provided with a 
large tank, or refervoir of water. The moft 
ancient of the pagodas are thofe of Deogur q , 
which are formed by (imply piling one mafly 
{tone upon another. Within they are entirely 
dark, excepting what light they receive from 
a fmall door, fcarcely five feet high ; and in 
the centre of each building is a room, like 
that in the heart of the Egyptian pyramid, 

' illuminated only by a fingle lamp, where the 
moft profound rites of the Hindoo religion 
are performed. * 

I have frequently, in the courfe of the pre- 
fent work, had occafion to notice the intro* 
dudtion of the Cabiric Myfteries into the Bri- 
tifh ifles ; it will be proper therefore, for me 


placed ere&, and never laid flat ; nor is there a Angle inltance 
upon record of an Egyptian being entombed in fuch-a manner, 
a9 Norden fuppofes. 

Deogur feems to have received its name from Deo-Cur, 

the divine Sun. 

now 
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Row to obferve, that there yet remains in 
Ireland r a very fingular monument of anti- - 

r I have already obferved, that Ireland was denominated 
frin from Erin or Aran, the Ark . The Ark however, upon the 
union of the two fuperftitions, was worfhipped in conjundtion 
with the Moon : hence Ireland was likewife called Irek from 
Ireh, (ITT) the Moon j and confequently the name Ireland, or 
the land of the Moon, will be the exadt fynonym of Aimonia or 
Ai-Monah. In perfedt harmony with this fuppofition, we find, 
that the capital of Ulfter was formerly denominated Aimonia or 
Eamania; sand that Inch-Columb-Kill, or the ijland of the arkite 
dove, on the coalt of Scotland, (concerning which mqre {hall be 
faid hereafter) and the iile of Man, between England and Ire- 
land, each bore the very fame appellation of Aimonia . Ireland 
was alfo intitled Ana, Anan, Anu, or Nannu . All thefe were 
equally names of the arkite fhip: (Vide fupra vol. i. p. 146, 
C17.) accordingly Col. Vallancey very juftly obferves, that 
Ana, or Nana, was Venus, or the Magna Mater deorum. (See 
Vallancey' s Vind. of Anc. Hift. of Ireland, p. 20. and Colledt. 
de Reb. Hibern. No. 13. Pref. p. 15.) The fame helio-dilu* 
vian myfteries prevailed in the larger ifiand of Britain : hence 
it was called Brit-Tan-Nuh-Aia, the land of the fjb-god Noah 
who entered into covenant, or, if the reader prefers a different 
etymology, Brit-Tania, the land of the covenant ; and hence it 
was alfo ftyled Albion, or Albania, as being AlbanAia, the land 
of the Moon . Col. Vallancey is certainly inconfiftent with himfelf 
m his mode of deriving the word Albania j for, in one part of his 
writings he tells us, that it is Eile-Bonn, the good tribe ; and, in 
another, that it is Alban, (| a bx) the eajlern ijland, fo called from 
its fituation with refpedt to Ireland. (See . Colledt. No. 13. 
Pref. p. 24. and Pref. to Vind. p. 14, 15.) The reader will x 
find a very curious diflertation upon the colonization of Ireland 
by the Pelafgi in Colledt. No. 13. Pref. I fully agree with , 
Col. Vallancey, that the Pelafgi were a Japhetic tribe ; (vide 
fupra vol. i. p. 360.) but 1 much doubt whether they were the 

c c 2 fame 
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quity, which exactly points out to us the 
manner, in which the Mithratic cavern is 
connected with the Mithratic pyramid. 

At New-Grange s in the county of Meath 
is an immenfe pyramid of earth, the entrance 
into which was difcovered about the year 1 699 
by Mr. Campbell. “ Obferving ftones under 
“ the green fod, he carried many of them 
“ away, and at length arrived at a broad flag, 
“ that covered the mouth of the gallery. At 
“ the entrance, this gallery is three feet wide, 
“ and two high : at thirteen feet from the 
“ entrance it is but two feet two inches wide. 
“ The length of the gallery, from its mouth 
“ to the beginning of the dome, is flxty two 
“ feet j from thence to the upper part of the 
“ dome, eleven feet lix inches ; the whole 
“ length, feventy one feet and a half. The 
“ dome or cave with the long gallery gives 
the exadl figure of a crofs: the length be- 
“ tween the arms of this crofs is twenty feet. 
“ The dome forms an odtagon, twenty feet 
“ high, with an area of about feventeen. It 
“ is compofed of long flat ftones, the upper 

fame as the Phenicians, and yet more whether the Phenicians 
themfelves were of the line of Japhet. 

8 Col. Vallancey fuppofes, that New- Grange is a corrupted 
tranfpofition of Grain- Uagb , which fignities the cave of the Sun. 
See V Indie, p. 211. 

“ pro- 
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“ projecting a little below the lower, and 
“ clofed in and capped with a flat flag. In 
“ each arm of the crofs there are two large 
“ oval rock batons 

Such is the account given by Mr. Ledwich 
of the New-Grange pyramid : he has fallen 
however, I conceive, into an error, refpe&ing 
the purpofe for which this grotto was con- 
flruCted, exactly flmilar to that of Norden, re- 
fpeCting the ufe for which the central chamber 
of the grand pyramid was defigned. He con- 
jectures, that the {tone bafons were hewn out 
to contain the alhes of fome ancient Irifh 
chieftain; but yet, like Norden, he is obliged 
to allow, that no cineritious remains are vifl- 
ble within them, and that there are no marks 
of cremation in the cave. The narrow paf- 
lage in faCt, and the {tone bowls, of this Irilh 
grotto, are merely the counterpart .of thofe 
in the cave of Trophonius, the pagodas of 
Hindoftan, and the pyramids of Egypt u . 


* Ledwich’s Ant. of Ireland, p. 31 6. 

u In the covering ftone of the eaftern arm of this cruciform 
grotto is an infcription, written in fymbolical characters, which, 
according to Mr. Beauford, fignifies the houfe of God. He adds, 
that “ all the ancient altars, found in Ireland, and now diftin- 
<f guifhed by the name of Cromleacbs or Jlofing Jlones , were ori- 
** ginally called Botbal, or the boufe of God ; and they feem to be of 
“ the fame fpecies as thofe mentioned in the book of Genefis, 
“ called by the Hebrews Bethel, which has the fame fignification 

c c 3 « as 
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Equally miflaken is he in fuppofing, that 
the crofs-like form of the cave lhews us, that 
it was the work of femi-chriflian Oilmen in 
the ninth century. The crols was a grand 
fymbol throughout the pagan world, long pre- 
vious to its becoming, for a very different 
reafon, an objeft of veneration to Chriflians x . 
Thus, the fymbol of TaautUS or Noah was 
the letter T ; and thus Ifis, or the Ark, was 
frequently reprefented with a croft in her 
hand. The cruciform cavern of New-Grange 
in fhort, with its octagonal dome, is an exadl 
fubterraneous model of the fupernal pagoda 
of Benares ; which was conflru&ed in the 
fhape of a vafl croft, with a high Cupola in 
the centre of the building, pyramidal to- 
wards the fummit y . Mr. Maurice conjec- 
tures, that the four arms of the croft were de- 

14 as the Irifti 'Botbal . The tabernacles in the mount of New- 
' * Grange have an exaft conformity to the Cromleachs, found 
“ in different parts of the kingdom.” Druidifm revived. Col- 
left. de Reb. Hibem. vol. ii. p. 21 J. — Videfupra vol. i. p. no. 

x Mr. Skelton obferves, “ How it came to pafs, that the 
“ Egyptians, Arabians, Indians, before Chrift came among us, 
v and the inhabitants of the extreme northern parts of the 
“ world, ere they had fo much as heard of him, paid a remark - 
tf able veneration to the fign of the crofs, is to me unknown ; 
u bu!t the faft itfelf is known.’* Appeal to Common Senfe, 
p. 45. apud Vallancey’s Vind. p. 523. 
y Maurices Ind. Ant. vol; iii. p. 30. 

figned 
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figned to typify the four elements j but, upon 
this point, I feel myfelf compelled entirely to 
diflent from him. The fy mbolical pagan 
crofs was originally the Taautic T, not the 
compound figure with four arms -f- ; for this 
laft, I apprehend, was more modern than the 
former, being in fad; merely a double T. 
As for the real Taautic T, it ought properly 
to be delineated in a precifely inverted form 
X ; inafmuch as it was the hieroglyphic of the ' 
phallic Taautus, Maha-Deva or Ofiris, fup- 
plying the place of a mail: to the Ihip Argha 
or Argo z . The names of the Englifh letter 
Te, the Greek Tau, and the Hebrew Thau 
and Tetb, are all equally derived from the 
title of the god Taut, Thoth, Teut, Tet, or 
Taautus a ; who, as I have already obferved, 

* “ During the flood, the generative powers of nature were 
“ reduced to their fimpleft elements, the Linga and the Yoni ; 

4 ‘ the latter of which aflumed the lhape of the hull of a lhip> 

“ flnce typified by the Argha, whilft the Linga became the malt. 
u Maha-Deva is fometimes reprefented Handing ere£t in the 
“ middle of the Argha in the room x>( the maft.” Wilford on 
Mount Caucafus. See the whole pafiage above p. 82. 

a This deity was J>y the old Irifli called Tatb. (Vallanceys^ 
Vind. of Adc. Hift. of Ireland, p. 519.) The name, however 
varioufly infledted, feems to originate from the lame radical as 
Titan 5 and confequently, like it, to fignify a dilwvian. Tath, 
Thoth, or Taautus, as I have already obferved, was the lame 
as Mercury, or Buddha. It is remarkable, that the title of this 
laft god is no lefs accurately preferved among the ancient Irilh, 

c c 4 than 
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was, like Ofiris and Maha-Deva, the fame as 
Noah b . The Samaritan figure of this letter 
is the compound crofs +, or the double X ; 
and, in the firft of its Chaldaic forms B, 
we may frill perceive a faint refemblance to 
the hull of a fhip c . 

I fufpedt, that we fhall difcover another 
Irifh Mithratic grotto in the purgatory of St. 
Patric. This celebrated engine of papal im- 
poflure is a fmall artificial cavern, built upon 
a little ifland, denominated Macra in Lough 


than that ofTbotb. Their deity Bud-Dearrg feems to be Bud- 
dha- Derceto, or Buddha- Adar-Dag, the tllujlrious fjh-god Bud - 
, dha. This Bud-Dearrg they fometimes denominated Seaccbja - 
Craob-Dearrg. Seacchfa, as Col. Vallancey juftly obferves, is 
the Xaca, or Baca, of the Eaft, who was the fame as Buddha. 
- Ibid. p. 162. 

b It is worthy of obfervation, that, in the Icelandic language, 
the letter T is denominated Tyr, or the bull. (D'Ancarville 
Recherches fur l’Orig. des Arts de la Grece, lib. ii. cap. 2. 
apud Vallancey.) The reafon no doubt was, becaule it was the 
compound fymbol of Noah and the Ark ; or, in other words* 
of the bull Apis failing, as he is reprefented in the Bembine ta- 
ble, in the Baris of Ifis. 

c According to Mr. Skelton, “ In fome places the fign of 
u the crofs was given to men accufed of a crime, but ac- 
€< quitted ; and in Egypt it ftood for the fign or (ignification of 
u eternal life? Appeal to Common Senfe, p. 45. It is very 
eafy to fee, how a crofs, being the fymbol of the Ark, fhould, 
in the language of hieroglyphic, which is purely ideal, be made 
the badge of innocence on the one hand, and of life on the other. 

Derg, 
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Derg, in the fouthern part of Donegal c . Its 
fhape refembles that of an L, excepting only 
that the angle is more obtufe; and it is 
formed by two parallel walls, covered with 
large {tones and fods, its floor being the na- 
tural rock. Its length is fixteen feet and a 
half, and its width two feet j but the build- 
ing is fo low, that a tall man cannot {land 
eredl in it. It holds nine perfbns, and a tenth 
could not remain in it without confiderable 
inconvenience d . Round it are built feven 
chapels, four of which are dedicated to St. 
Patric, St. Bridget, St. Columba, and St. 
Molafs e . This purgatory was once called 
TJamh Treibb Oin, or the cave of the tribe of 
Oin or Owen * ; and it received its name from 
a wild llory, related of a certain perfon named 
Owen , who entered into it, and there beheld 
the joys of Elyfium and the pains of Tartarus. 
His vifions are very circumftantially narrated 
- by Matthew Paris ; and the fable was after- 
wards taken up by one Henry, a Ciftertian 
monk, from whom it received fundry improve- 


c The ifland is only 126 yards long by 44 broad. 
d Ledwich’s Ant. of Ireland, p. 447. 
e Coiled!, de Reb. Hibern, vol. iv. p. 89. Pref. 
f Ibid. p. 74. Pref. 

ments 
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ments and embelliftiments. According to Hen- 
ry, Chrift appeared to St. Patric j and, having 
led him into a defert place, Ihewed him a 
deep hole 5 .. He then proceeded to inform 
him, that whoever entered into that pit, and 
continued there a day and a night, having 
previoully repented and being armed with the 
true faith, Ihould be purged from all his fins ; 
and he further added, that, during the peni- 
tent’s abode there, he Ihould behold both the 
torments of the damned, and the joys of the 
blelfed. In confequence of this divine reve- 
lation, St.' Patric immediately built a church 
upon the place, and fixed in it a college of 
regular canons of St. Auftin h . Mr. Ledwich 
juftly obferves, that the whole of this idle 
tale, at leaft as far as St. Patric is concerned, 
ftands felf-confuted, for regular canons had 
no exigence before the tenth century ; and 

s This hole was broken up by order of Pope Alexander VI. 
on St. Patrick day 1497. (Ledwich and Vallancey.) That pon- 
tiff wifely judged the whole to be a fcandalous impofture ; and 
yet, ftrange to tell, the late Pope Benedict XIV. was fo vehe- 
ment an admirer of the purgatory, the winding paffage of 
which, as I have juft obferved, yet remains, that he actually 
preached and publifhed a fermon on its manifold virtues. Led- 
wich, p. 447. 

h Ledwich s Ant. p. 446. 

he 
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he moreover remarks, that both the ground- 
work of the ftory, and the name of Owen , 
are taken from Bede 

Such is the legendary hiftory of St. Patric’s 
purgatory ; concerning which I will venture 
to aflert, that it was nothing more than a 
Mithratic or Cabiric grotto, and that the 
whole fable refpedting it is a mere adaptation 
of the ancient orgies to' the Chriftianity of 
the church of Rome. 

As for the cavern itfelf, its narrow winding 
paffage, and its terrific pit, will naturally re- 
call to the mind of the reader the cave of 
Trophonius, and the fimilar narrow paffage 
in the Egyptian pyramid ; while the dreadful 
portents, which gleamed before the eyes of 


* Lough Derg was called Lough Chre , or the lake of foothfay - 
ers, long before the imaginary era of St. Patric 3 whence it is 
evident, that the Papifts did not invent the (lory of the purify- 
ing cave, but only adapted it, to the fuperftitions, with which 
they had incumbered Chriftianity. Colgan apud Collect, de 
Reb. Hibem. vol. iv. p. 74. Pref. St. Patric had another pur- 
gatory of much the fame nature in the mountain Cruachan 
Aigle. In hujus igitur montis de Cruachan Aigle cacumine je- 
junare ac vigilare confuefcunt plurimi, opiriantes fe poftea nun- 
quam intraturos portas Inferni, quia hoc impetratum a Do- 
mino putant meritis et precibus S. Patricii. Referunt etiam 
nonnulli, qui perno&averunt ibi, fe tormenta graviflima fuifle 
paflos, quibus fe purgatos a peccatis putant. Unde et quidatn 
illorum locum ilium purgatorium S. Patricii vocant. Colgan 
Ibid. 


Owen, 
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Owen, will remind him of the wonders of 
the Eleufinian orgies. I have already obferved, 
that the whole procefs, through which the 
epopta: pa{Ted, is minutely defcribed by Vir- 
gil in the. fixth book of his Eneid : whence 
we learn, that the Myfteries fucceffively ex- 
hibited the horrors of Tartarus, and the joys 
of Elyfium ; under which images were repre- 
fented the breaking up of the vaft abyfs k , and 
the miraculous efcape of the patriarchal fa- 
mily '. Precifely fimilar to thefe were the 
fcenes, which the intrepid Owen is faid to 
have beheld in the purgatory of St. Patric. 
His condudtor firft lhews him the torments 
of the damned ; and afterwards leads him to 
Elyfium, or what, in the language of adapta- 
tion, the Papifts termed Paradife. Owen in 
fhort was no other than the great god of the 
Ark ; and the fame as Oan m , Oannes, Van- 
dimon, or Dagon : hence we find him men- 
tioned by Bede near five centuries before the 
era, in which Matthew Paris flourifhed. Af- 
ter the Irifh had been fome ages converted to 
femichriflianity, the real character of Owen 


k To tv a&vo-ffu avroppriTov Jamb, de Myft. Se6i. vi. 

cap. 5. 

1 'Em cruv Tit Bapiy. Ibid. Vide fupra chap. v. 
m Ckven, Oin, and Oan, are all the fame appellation. 

was 
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was gradually forgotten, but the old traditions 
concerning him were ftill faithfully handed 
down ; till at length he was eredted into a 
faint, and his oracular cavern metamorphofed 
into St.' Patric’s purgatory n . 

11 The fteps, by which Owen, Patric,.CoIumba, and Bridget, 
arrived at the honours of canonization, will fufficiently appear 
from the following account of the manner, in which Chrif- 
tianity was propagated in England by Auftin. “ Gregory re- 
c< ceived the news of Auftin’s fuccefs in England with great 
joy ; and, refolving to negleft nothing in his power to ren- 
° der it ftill greater, he fent back his meflengers, and with them 
€t Mellitus, Juftus, Paulinus, and feveral others, to aiTift in pro- 
**■ pagating the knowledge of the gofpel among the Englifti. — 
One of the advices, which Gregory gave to Auftin, was, not 
“ to deftroy the heathen temples of the Englifh, but only to* 
“ remove the images of their gods, to wafti the walls with holy 
“ water, to ere£l altars, and depofit relics in them, and fo con- 
“ vert them into Chriftian churches ; not only to lave the ex- 
“ pence of building new ones, but that the people might be 
cc more eafily prevailed upon to frequent thofe places of wor- 
“ ftiip, to which they had been accuftomed. He diretfts him 
“ further to accommodate the ceremonies of the Chriftian wor- 
(i (hip, as much as poftible, to thofe of the heathen, that the 
people might not be much ftartled at the change; and, in 
“ particular, he advifes him to allow the Chriftian converts, on 
“ certain feftivals, to kill and eat a great number of oxen to 
€( the glory of God, as they had formerly done to the honour 
** of the devil. Thefe admonitions, which were but too well 
“ obferved, introduced the grofleft: corruptions into the Chrif- 
u tian worfhip, and ftiew how much the apoftles of the ftxth 
and feventh centuries had departed from the fimplicity and 
“ (incerity of thofe of the firft.” Henry’s Hid. of Great Bri- 
tain, vol. iii. p. 19J. 

I am 
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I am further perfuaded, that Owen was the 
very fame perfbn as Patric. Mr. Ledwich 
has fufficiently proved, that this famous tute- 
lary faint of the Irifh, like divers other Ro- 
mifh faints, never exifted, at leaft in his apo- 
fiolical capacity, faVe in the fictitious martyro- 
logies of popery Patric in fad, 4ike Oan 
or Oannes, was the principal Pataric or arkite 
deity j the fame as the Mithras Petrous of 
Perfia, and as the Nus Patricus of the Chal- 
dean oracles p . Hence, when this branch of 
the old Cabiric worfhip was moft unnaturally 
ingrafted upon Chriftianity, Oannes-Patricus, 
or the PatariG Noah, was divided into two 
perfons, Owen and St. Patric ; the dove be- 
came St. Columba; Beroe or Berith, the Cove* 
nant , was changed into St. Bridget ; and the 
feven facella, which were placed round * the 
flatue of Baal-Mploch, or the helio-arkite 
Noah , in honour of the feven planets and the 
feven Cabiri, aflumed the fhape of feven cha- 
pels, dedicated to feven imaginary faints. Ac- 
cordingly we find a tradition, no doubt a 
very ancient one, among the Irifh, that Pa- 

° See Ledwich’s Ant. of Ireland, p. 362 — 378. 

p If the reader doubts the propriety of deriving thefe and other 
Irifh names from the Chaldee or Hebrew, let him perufe Col. 
Vallancey’s very curious eflay on the antiquity of the Irifh lan- 
guage. Collet, de Reb. Hibern. No. 8. 
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trie was likewise called Tailgean or Tailgin r . 
This wp might naturally enough expert would 
be the cafe ; for, as Owen is Oan, and Patric 
the. Deus-Patricus, fo Tailgean or Tailgin is 
evidently no other than Telchin, one of the 
well-known titles of the Cabiri. Telchin, as 
I have obferved, is Tel-Chin, a priejl of the 
Sun and it is worthy of notice, that Tau~ 
iach or Taulch is one of the names, which 
the Irifh bellow upon that luminary*. Patric 
was alfo denominated Aijiaire *, which, like 
Aferius, or ‘Taurus , is the mafeuline form, of 
Aftoreth or Aftarte. Under the appellation 
of AJlerius or Taurus, and under the form of 
a bull, thp great patriarch ieems to have been 
very generally worfhipped. His facrifices fre- 
quently confifled of infants, which were burnt 
alive in his hollow brazen ftatue, heated red- 
hot for this purpole. Hence originated the 
fable of the Colchian bulls ; and hence we 
may trace a curious legend reipe&ing Aiftaire 
or Patric. This imaginary faint is faid to 
have appeared in an univerfal blaze of fire to 
Milcho, whom the monks fancy to have been 
one of his difciples, but whom I apprehend 


1 Collcft. de Reb. Hib. vol. iv. p. 6 c. Pref. 

8 Ibid. vol. v. p. 504. 

1 Vallancey's Vind. p. 201. 

to 
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to be in reality no other than Moloch or 
Milchom, and the .very fame as Patric him- 
felf. Upon this occafion, flatpes iffued con- 
tinually from his mouth, his noftrils, his eyes, 
and his ears; and Milcho with difficulty 
efcaped the danger of combuftion. His two 
infant daughters however were not lo fortu- 
nate ; but, as they llept together in one bed, 
they were reduced to allies by the conflagra- 
tion. The monks, not content with thus 
metamorpholing Baal-Moloch, or the . god 
Patar, into a faint, blafphemoully reprefented 
Patric as aflerting the fire, which iflued from 
him, to be faith in the Holy Trinity. It is 
eafy to fee, that this is a mere adaptation of 
the worlhip of Taurus to the corrupt Chrif- 
tianity of popery u . 

With regard to St. Bridget, Col. Vallan- 
cey, in his curious lift of the old deities of 
Ireland, mentions a goddefs denominated 
Brid, Brit, or Brighit x , whom he very pro- 

u Sexta Vita Patricii. Colgan, p. 67. apud Vallance/s 
Vind. p. 252. 

x Brid is the prototype of St. Bride, to whom fo many Welfh 
churches are dedicated ; and the deity, from whofe name our 
Engliftr word Bride, a new married woman, is derived. Brid, 
being the goddefs of the covenant which ratified the allegorical 
marriage of Noah and the Ark, was thence efteemed the tute- 
lary genius of marriage in general : accordingly we are in- 
formed by Col. VaLlancey, that the facirfice on the confirma- 
tion 
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perly pronounces to be the fame as the Phe- 
nician Berith, or Beroib y . This Brighit is 
laid to have been the daughter of Daghdae, 
whom Col. Vallancey declares to be no other 
than Dagon z . He tells us, that Daghdae is 
the Sun, and that the word itlelf lignifies the 
god of fire*. It is very poffible, that Dagh- 
dae may have acquired fuch a lignification in 
the Irilh language, in confequence of the un- 


lion .of marriage was by the ancient Irifli denominated Caca- 
Brideaige , or, the cake of End . (Vind. of Anc. Hift. of Ireland. 
Collect, de Reb. Hibern. vol. v. p. 492.) It is evident, that 
our modern cuftom of having a bride-cake, as it is termed, 
upon the marriage-day, originated from this idolatrous rite. 

y Colleft. de Reb. Hib. vol. v. p. 491, 492. 

* It is worthy of oblervation, that the Phallus was no lefs 
the fymbol of Daghdae among the old Irifh, than of Bacchus 
among the Greeks, of Ofiris among the Egyptians, and of 
Maha-Deva among the Hindoos. (Vallancey’s Vindication, 
p. 160.) Dagdae was the fame alfo as the Dace or Dak-Po 
of the Tibetians : (Ibid. p. 161.) and his fymbolical confort 
was intitled Trom , which word fignifies pregnant . (Ibid, 
p. 163.) It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, that Trom is the 
Ark, pregnant with all the hero-gods of the Gentiles, the 
Magna Mater of claffical antiquity. Hence all the other dei- 
ties were fuppofed to be defeended from Dagdae. (Ibid, 
p. 502.) The Phallic Dagdae himfelf was fometimes fly led 
Dia Teibitb, or Dia Thebath, the god of the Ark ; fuch at lead: 
appears to me a more natural interpretation of the word 7VJ- 
bitb , than that which Col. Vallancey gives. See Vind. of Anc. 
Hift. of Ireland, p. 161. 

* Vind. apud Colle<ft. de Reb. Hib. vpl. v. p. 491. 

vol. 11. d d doubted 
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doubted circumftance of Dagon’s being the 
Sun ; but I cannot think that fuch was its 
original import : for, as Dagon is Dag-On, 
the pifcine or Noetic Sum fo Daghdae is Dag- 
Do, Dag-Deo, or Dag-Deva, the divine Jifh. 
Brit or Brighit then, the daughter of Dagdae, 
whom the Papifts transformed into St. Brid- 
get, is merely Berit-Gat, the pifcine or arkite 
covenant ; the word Dag , which lignifies a 
fijh, palling by tranfpofition of the letters into 
Gat, precifely in the fame manner as Adar- 
Daga was corrupted into Atargatis , or Der- 
ceio. From this laft goddefs the lake Derg, 
upon an illand in which St. Patric’s purga- 
tory is built, feems to have derived its name. 
The illand itfelf was one of the fame nature 
as that near Buto in Egypt, and as that in 
the midft of the lake Cotyl&, round which 
the Pelafgi, when they firll colonized Italy, 
planted their fettlements: hence it was called 
Macro, the very name by which the Greeks 
diftinguilhed the Cabiric illand Eubea, cele- 
brated for the allegorical parturition of the 
heifer Io b . ■ It was in Ihort a lymbol of the 

b Strab. Geo g. lib. x. p. 444. Strabo likewife mentions a 
town denominated Macra on the confines of Etruria and Li- 
guria. (Geog. lib. v. p. 222.) The reader will recollect, that 
the expedition into Italy was jointly undertaken by the Pelaf- 
gij and the Etrurians or Tyrfenians. 

' Ark; 
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Ark ; and accordingly, even at this late pe- 
riod, we find it amply fumiihed with all the 
•concomitants of the hclio-diluvian fuperfti- 
tion 

As Brit or Brighit is the divine covenant, 
fo Columba is manifeftly the dove. This Co- 
lumba is ftill fuppoled to be the peculiar 
guardian of the Scottifli ifland Iona, which 
has evidently derived its name from the Phe- 
nician appellation Iona ; for Iona, in that 
language, is equivalent to Columba in the La- 
tin. The inhabitants of Iona have a notion, 
founded, I apprehend, upon the fluttering of 
the dove over the furface of the waters dur- 
ing the fubfiding of the deluge, that, on cer- 
tain evenings every year, their tutelary demi- 
god appears upon the top of the church 
fpires, counting the furrounding iflands, to 
fee that they have not been funk by the 
power of witchcraft d . The imaginary faint 


c There was another of thefe fmall lakes in the ifland De- 
los, and another of much the fame fize behind the temple of 
Minerva at Sai's in. Egypt. In this laft lake, as we learn from 
Herodotus, the Egyptians exhibited by night the fufferings of 
him, in whofe honour the Myfteries were inftituted. The hif- 
torian indeed, from a fear of violating that awful fecrefy, 
which was impofed upon the epoptge, forbears to add any fur- 
ther particulars ; but the reader will find no difficulty in Ap- 
plying the omiffion. Herod, lib. ii. cap. 170. 

4 Sec note to Campbells Pleafures of Hope, part it. vcr.J99- 
d d a JE doubt 
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Columba or Iona gave her name alfb to the 
town of St. Columb in Cornwall ; which 
county contains likewife a harbour denomi- 
nated Bude, a title of the fame origin and 
import as the Scottilh Bute, and the Egyp- 
tian Buto e . 

i doubt howeVer whether Mr. Campbell defcribes the faint 
with mythological accuracy, when he fpeaks of her giant form. 

Iona’s faint, a giant form. 

Thron’d on her towers, converting with the ftorm, 

(When o’er each Runic altar, weed-intwin’d. 

The vefpefr clock tolls mournful to the wind,) 

Counts every wave-worn ifle, and mountain hdar. 

From Kilda to the green Ierne’s fhore. 
e Some writers, among whom are Camden and O’Flaherty, 
have conje&ured, that the celebrated ifland Ogygia was- Ire- 
land j but M. Bailly maintains, that it was Iceland. (See 
O’ Flaherty’s Ogygia, p. 22. and Lettres fur l’Atlantide, p.384.) 
The former of thefe opinions appears to me much more pro- 
bable than the latter. 

* According to Plutarch, Ogygia lies dire&ly weft of Britain, 
^a,t the diftance of about five days fail ; and above it are three 
other iflands, equally diftant from Ogygia and from each other, 
in one of which the barbarians fuppofed Saturn to have been 
confined by Jupiter. Thefe three iflands lie near a large con- 
tinent, but Ogygia is more remote from it. The continent 
itfelf recedes in the fhape of a circle, and thus forms an 
imrnenfe bay, which is fituated immediately oppofite to the 
Cafpian fea. Plutarch further adds, that in the three iflands 
’the fun fets only for a fingle hour in the fpace of thirty days. 
Plut. de Facie in Orbe Lunae, p. 941. 

Commenting upon this account of Plutarch, M. Bailly fup- 
pofes, that Ogygia is Iceland, and that the three other iflands 
are' Greenland, Spitzbergen, and Nova Zembla; the laft of 

which, 
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Laftly, St. Molafs appears to have beeo 


which, he obferves, lies clofe to a large bay, formed by the in- 
flux of the river Oby, and fituated immediately oppofite to the 
Cafpjan fea. 

His conjecture is partly juft, and partly erroneous. Iceland 
can fcarcely be deemed the Ogygia of Plutarch, becaufe it lies 
nearly due north of Britain, inftead of being due weft of it ; 
and, as for Greenland, it is not an ifland, but a part of the 
vaft , continent of America. The ifland Ogygia therefore, 
which Plutarch affirms to lie due weft of Britain, muft cer- 
tainlyiDe Ireland, and no other : and, at the fame time, the 
circumftance, mentioned by that author, of the fun fetting only 
for a (ingle hour during the fpace of thirty days, evidently 
fhews, that the three remaining iflands muft lie veiy for to the 
north of Ireland. Hence I conceive, that thefe three iflands 
are Iceland, Spitzbergen, and Nova Zembla; and accordingly, 
if the reader will call his eye upon a map, he will fee, that 
they are about equidiftant from each other, and that they are 
fituated very confiderably nearer the northern continent of Eu- 
rope and Afia, than what Ireland is. As for the large bay, I 
am rather inclined to think, that it is the White fea, than the 
gulph at the mouth of the river Oby. 

M. Bailly likewife fuppofes Ogygia to be the fame as At- 
lantis ; (Lettres fur l'Atlantide, p. 361.) in which fuppofition, 
no lefs than in his former one refpe&ing its identity with Ice- 
land, I think him entirely miftaken. Atlantis, as I have al- 
ready obferved, was the antediluvian world; whence a conftant 
tradition prevailed, that it had been fwallowed up by the 
ocean : but Plutarch fpeaks of Ogygia as actually exifting in 
his own days, points out its fituation with the greateft accu- 
racy, and never even hints at its having experienced the fame 
calamity as that which befel the Atlantis. That the Atl^ntian 
or Cabiric fqperftition prevailed in Ireland, there cannot indeed 
be a doubt ; hence Homer very juftly reprefents Ogygia as be- 
ing facred to Calypfo, tl>e daughter of Atlas, of, in. other 

d d 3 words. 
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the very fame as the Cabiric Cadmilus of Sa- 


words, to Cal-Hipfa, the Hipplan Ark , the allegorical daughter 
of the folar Noah 5 and hence he places that goddefs in a fa- 
ered cave, which, from its very near refemblance to the cave of 
the nymphs, I conjecture to have been a Cabiric grotto. 

AAA* on fa rtjr wjeror aQixtTo T»jAdS* tuaat, 

E»S* at worm wrupoph 

JJVtr* 0 (fpa ptyet trwtof ixito, ru in pvpjpn 

Na*t» tvwXoKetfAOi* tw ¥ ir^o$» TiTfjup i Hcrar. 

Tit;* fxir «r* iT^opo^ir p.*ya xauro. njAo$» f dp* 

Kj<$£« T* tvxiaroto, r* ara 
Acuoptpup’ n ¥ ip^op aodlaacr* owi xaAi?, 

’irov iTroi^ofzin}, yguenri xi£x»$* 

’YAij & mof Ofxp* vntpvxH t»»A *$ owec, 

KAtjS^ij t*, atynpoi re, x*» tvvfaf xvwapi <?ao$. 

t opn$if Ttcpvrtwltfot tvt*£o rro, 

Exa >*r«? r*, »pjxi{ t«, ti xopiral 

EjroAta*, ti &aXmraut tf/ct ptprtXtf. 

*H y aim* TiTaiwro vi^i <rnuts ybaf t/pe*o 
vGvwra, riSrjAi* ra^uA^eV 
K^wt» irwrvpi? ptot dec t* Aii/xa;, 

IlAu^ta^AAiiAA^ rtr^appnat aAA&Jif aAAn' 

ApJfi h Aiifuwif paXaxot itf, atXirtf, 

GqAcor* i*$a x* imtra xa» atSararof wep i *riX3w 
Bwcratro dvr, xa» rtppBiif) $pt<?H iau. 

Horn. OdyfiT. lib. v. ver. 55. 

Thus o’er the world of waters Hermes flew. 

Till now the diftant ifland rofe in view : 

Then fwift afeending from the azure wave. 

He took the path, that winded to the cave. 

Large was the grot, in which the nymph he found, 

(The fair-hair’d nymph, with every beauty crown’d) 

She fat arid fung $ the rocks refound her lays : 

The cave was brighten’d with a rifing blaze 1 

Cedar 
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mothrace, who is reprefented by Mnafeas as 


Cedar and frankincenfe, an odorous pile. 

Flam’d on the hearth, and wide perfum'd the ifle j 
While (he with work and fong the time divides, 

And through the loom the golden fhuttle guides* 

Without the grpt, a various fylvan fcene 
Appear'd around, and groves of living green 5 
Poplars and alders ever quivering play’d. 

And nodding cyprefs form’d a fragrant (hade ; 

On wliofe high branches, waving with the (lorm. 

The birds of broadeft wing their manfion form. 

The chough, the fea-mew, the loquacious crow, 

And fcream aloft, and fkim the deeps below. 

Depending vines the (helving cavern fcreen. 

With purple clutters bluihing through the green. 

Four limpid fountains from the clefts diftill. 

And every fountain pours a feveral rill. 

In mazy windings wandering down the hill : 

Where bloomy meads with vivid greens were crown’d. 
And glowing violets threw odors round. 

A fcene, where if a god (hould caft his fight, 

A god might gaze, and wander with delight. Pope . 

There is moreover another curious circumflance, which ferves 
at once to (hew, that Ogygia was a really exifting illand, and 
that that illand was Ireland. Aufonius, fpeaking of the va- 
rious titles of Dionufus or Oliris, obferves, that in Ogygia he 
was fpecially denominated Bacchus . (Vide fupra vol. i. p, 155.) 
Now it is remarkable, that that name is yet preferved in the 
mythology of Ireland j for Col. Vallancey informs us, that the 
ancient Iri(h revered the god of wine under the appellation of 
Ce-Baccbe , or the illujlrious Bacchus. Collect, de Reb. Hibem. 
vol. v. p. 3. 

Ogygia was a famous oracular illand ; arid was celebrated, 
no lefs than Britain, for the worlhip of the Hyperborean Apol- 
lo. Hence Homer ttyles it the Omphalus of the ocean, which the 

n d 4 Greeks 
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the fervant of the other Cabiri. Maol ligni- 
fies a fervant devoted to fome religious order { j 
hence Maol- As, or Molafs, will be equivalent 
to a fervant of the Sun. It is remarkable, 
that, as Molafs and Columba occupy two of 
the feven facella placed round the purgatory 
of St. Patric ; lo we find that the lame Mo- 
lafs and Columba 6 harve each a chapel within 
the court of another Irilh Mithratic grotto, 
which is fituated in a fmall illand off Sligo, 
and which flill bears the name of the god to 
whom it was dedicated. It is called the tem- 
ple of Muidhr , or Mithr ; the two entrances 
into it are fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a 
man to pafs ; and the. phallus, the conllant 
fymbol of Mudrus or Mithras, yet remains 

Greeks interpreted to mean the navel of the ocean . This Om- 
phalus however, like that pear the Egyptian Buto, was, as I 
have already obferved, (vide fupra vol. i. p. 250. note n.) no- 
thing more than an arkite Om-Phi-Al, or an oracle of the bclio- 
diluvian god . It is polfible, that the iiland Macra, in Lough 
Derg, upon which is contlru&ed the purgatory of St. Patric, 
may be this very Om-Phi-Al. * 

Calypfo is faid by Tzetzes to be the daughter of the Sun, and 
the filler of Eetes king of Colchi. (Tzet. in Lycoph. ver. 174. 
Vide fupra p. 119.) Hence it appears how clofely (he is con- 
ne6led with the imaginary Argonautic expedition. The fadfc 
is, Atlas, Helius, and Eetes, were all equally the folar Noah. 

f Vallancey’s Vind. p. 454. 

8 Columba was fometimes called Columb-Kill, of Columb- 
Cal, tie arkite dove . 1 

per- 
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perfect in the adytum. This phallus exactly 
refembles that in the Elephanta cavern of 
Maha-Deva, and was doubtlefs placed in the 
Irilh cavern with the very fame myftic allu- 
fion h . 

I have obferved, that St. Patric’s purgatory 
was believed to convey a certain degree of 
holinefs to thofe who ufed it ; whence we 
are informed, that Owen entered into it with 
a view to remove the ftains of a previoufly 
wicked and profligate life. This purification 
was thought by the ancient pagans to be 
brought about by palling the body through a 
door or hole in a rock, the origin of which 
opinion I lhall prefently notice ; but the Pa- 
pifts, when they adapted the practice to 
Chriftianity, added to the primitive rock pu- 
rification the prayers and merits of St. Patric. 
The notion of purity being once attached to 
the facred Petra, it was an eafy tranfition to 
conceive, that the rock poflefled alfo an ex- 
purgating quality ; or, in other words, that it 
might be made a tell of piety and impiety. 
Hence we are told, that the afpirant found 
himfelf unable to enter the inner cave of 
Trophonius, unlefs he had firft received from 
the priefts, as a teftimonial of his purity, the 

* See Yallancey’s Vind. p. aao. and the Plates annexed. 

myftic 
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mvflic honey-cake ; and hence we may learn 
what is meant by Virgil, when he tells us, 
that the Sibyl and Eneas were flopped in 
their progrefs by Cerberus, till they had given 
him a fop dipped in honey *. This belief in 
the expurgating power of the Cabiric Petra 
will explain the curious account, given by 
Porphyry in his treatife upon the river Styx, 
of one of the facred caves of the Hindoos. 
The grotto, which he reprefents as being a 
natural one, was fituated half way up a very 
lofty hill. In it was placed an upright fla- 
tue, ten or twelve cubits in height; the arms 
of which were extended in the form of a 
crofs. One fide .of its face was that of a man, 
. the other that of a woman ; and the fame 
difference of fex was preferved throughout 
the conformation of its whole body. On its 
right breafl was carved the Sun, and on its 
left the Moon. On its arms were reprefented 
a number of figures, which Porphyry thinks 
proper to call angels ; and along with them, 
the Iky, the ocean, mountains, rivers, plants, 
and animals. Upon its head was placed a 

* Cerberus haec ingens latratu regrta trifauci 
Perfonat, adverfo recubans immanis in antro. 

Cui vates, horrere videns jam colla colubris, 

Melle foporatam et medicatis frugibus offam 
Qbjicit — jEneid. lib. vi, ver. 4171 

, fmall 
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fmall ftatue of a deity. Behind it the cave 
extended to a confiderable diftance, and was 
profoundly dark. - If any perfons chofe to 
enter into it, they lighted torches, and ad- 
vanced till they came to a door. Through 
the door a ftream of water flowed, which, at 
the extremity of the cavern, formed a lake ; 
and through this door likewife, thofe, who 
wifhed to clear thentfelves of an accufation, 
were required to attempt to pafs. Such, as 
were pure from the pollutions of the world, 
met with no impediment; but the door 
opened wide to admit them, and they 
forthwith arrived at a very large fountain of 
the moft beautifully pellucid water ; while 
fuch, on the contrary, as had been guilty of 
fome crime, found themfelves violently op- 
pofed, the door forcibly doling itfelf againft 
them, and denying them admiffion k . 

The ftatue placed within this cavern, which 
was evidently a Mithratic grotto, was one of 
thofe hermaphrodite deities lo common among 
the ancients. It was a compound figure re- 
prelenting univerfal nature, exadlly according 
to the ideas of the helio-arkite fuperftition. 
It exhibits to us, on the one hand, Noah, and 
his allegorical confort the Ark j and, on the 

1 Porpb. de Styg. p. 183. 

other, 
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other, it fets before our eyes the Sun and the 
Moon, together with the whole material ere? 
ation. The fmall figure, placed upon its 
head, was probably defigned to reprefent the 
great diluvian patriarch ; for we find, that 
the arkite goddefs Quanwon, the Magna 
Mater of the Japanefe, is depicted, in a fimi- 
lar manner, with a fmall figure fitting on 
a Lotus, upon her head 1 : and thofe little 
images, which Porphyry denominates an- 
gels, were nothing mpre than reprefentations 
of the Noachidae, the general hero-gods of 
the Gentiles ra . Impr^fTed with the fame 
idea, as that with which this idol was con- 
flru&ed, the Orphic poet deferibes Jupiter as 
being at once both male and female; and ce- 
lebrates him as the root of the Sea* as the 
Sun and the Moon, as the Earth and Tar- 
tarus. 

Zsvs ct()<njv yePBro , Zsvg ctfjL&porcs €7rXelo w/tty, 

Zeu? TSonx Zevf fjAiof tj£ s ore Aw, 

Tcuct, Te.TrcLfAfAvjTMf), o^toov t cuTnjvet, Ka^fjyu, 

T cyrrctfict, r fvpasrra,, Kctf entree zue^etra, ycuqs n . 


1 See the Print in Kaempfers Japan. 

m Porphyry does not mention the precife number of thefe 
imaginary angels ; but it is poffible that there may have been 
exactly feven of them, as is the cafe with thofe depi&ed upon 
the goddefs Quanwon. Vide fupra vol. i. p. 3 14. 

n Orph. Fragm. apud Proc. Gefn. edit. p. 366. The whole 

paflage 
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The notion, that purity might be acquired 
by pafling the body through a ftone orifice, 
which makes fo confpicuous a figure in the 
hiftory of St. Patric’s cavern, appears to have 
extended itfelf very widely. Upon this fub- 
je<ft Dr. Borlafe has fome remarks, fo very 
much to my prefent purpofe, that I fhall 
take the liberty of tranfcribing them ; more 
efpecially as they will tend to fhew, that the 
preceding difquifition refpedfing the purga- 
tory of Lough Derg is not entirely chime- 
rical. 

“ There is another kind of ftone deity, 
** which lias never been taken notice of by 
** any author that I have heard of. Its com- 
** mon name in Cornwall, and Scilly, is Tol- 
“ men ; that is, the hole of Jlone 0 . It confifts 

paflage, from which thefe four verfes are fcle&ed, exhibits to 
us a curious pi£fcure of ancient materialifm. 

0 Col. Vallancey gives a different etymology of the word 
Tolmen ; but it equally ferves to (hew, that that immenfe ftone 
was ufed in the Myfteries. “ Tola” fays he, “ is a fupervifor of 
“ ecdefi-ajl’ical affairs , a church-officer, from the Chaldee Toul, 
** (^Jl) interpretation or the Arabic Atala ,/peculavit, intr off exit f 
“ vifita'vit. Cur Tola was a fupreme officer of the church, and 
<c had the fuperintendance of all religious ceremonies 5 hence 
the Greek T froq, myjlerium , initiatio, ceremonia , et catera, qua 
“ ad facras initiationes j>ertinent . TiXtu, initiare rebus divinis, 
4t The office of the Tola was adopted by the Irifh Chriftians : 
“ in pagan times he was of great power and authority, and, if 
<l I miftake not, had the foie power of making and vending 

“ the 
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“ of a large orbicular Hone, fupported by two 
ft Hones, betwixt which there is a paflage — 
u The mod afionifliing monument of this 
“ kind is in the tenement of Men, in the pa- 
<£ rifh of Conflantine, Cornwall. It is one 
“ vafl egg-like Hone, placed on the points of 
“ two natural rocks, fo that a man may creep 
“ under the great one, and between its fup- 
“ porters, through a paflage about three feet 
“ wide, and as much high. The longeH di- 
ameter of this Hone is thirty-three feet, 
“ pointing due north and fouth, end to end ; 

it is fourteen feet fix inches deep ; and the 
** breadth in the middle of the furface, where 
u wideH, was eighteen feet fix inches wide 
from eafl to weH. — Getting up by a lad- 


u the Tins, or Telefman , To called from Tlas, cattle, beajls ; for 
“ thefe D^IO or DD/CO TlqJJim, as the Chaldees wrote it in the 
“ plural, were images of certain animals doing homage to the 
“ Sun. Exiftimant artifices hujus operis, fi foie exiftente in 
“ gradu aliquo imago conficiatur, fecundum figuram earn quae 
“ gradui illi adferibitur, quod in ilia imagine deinde confpici- 
u antur virtutes et effe&us, qui illi figurae attribuuntur. (Rah. 
“ Moles ben Majemon.) Hence Rab* Jehuda derives the word 
u from Talah (n^O), a ram, and Shemes (tPDtP)> the Sun ; but 
€C we find them alfo in the (hape of bulls, as on that curious 
“ celt found by the Rev. Mr. Douglas, engraved in the Bibl. 
“ Topogr. Britan. No. 33. Hence I think the Tolman ftone 
€t is the ftone of Tol, where the initiation into the faqred Myf- 
“ teries was performed by the Tola. 4 ’ Vind. of Anc. Hift. of 
Ireland," p. 4 53. 

u der 
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** der to view the top of it, we found the 
** whole furface worked, like an imperfed or 
“ mutilated honeycomb, into bafons; one, 
“ much larger than the reft, was at the fouth 
** end, about feven feet long ; another, to 
“ the north, about five ; the reft fmaller, fel- 
dom more than one foot, oftentimes not 
“ fo much ; the tides and fhape irregular. 
“ Moft of thefe batons difcharge into the two 
“ principal ones, which lie in the middle of 
“ the furface, thofe only excepted, which are 
** near the brim of the ftone ; and they have 
4 ‘ little lips or 'channels, which difcharge the 
water they colled; over the fides of the 
“ Tolmen, and the flat rocks, which lie un- 
** derneath, receive the droppings in batons 
“ cut into their furfaccs. This ftone is no 
v “ lefs wonderful for its pofition than for its 
“ fize ; for, although the under part is nearly 
“ femicircular, yet it refts on the two large 
“ rocks ; and fo light and detached does it 
“ ftand, that it touches the two under ftones, 
■** but as it were on their points — In the area 
“ below this ftone there are many great rocks, 
t( which have certainly been divided and 
u fplit ; but whether thrown down from the 
41 fides of the Tolmen, for the purpofes above 
44 mentioned, I will not pretend to deter- 
** mine. One thing is remarkable, which is, 

“ that 
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4 * that thefe Tolmcns reft on fupporters, and 
“ do not touch the earth, agreeably to an 
“ cftablifhed principle of the Druids, who 
“ thought every thing that was facred would 
“ be profaned by touching the ground ; and 
tc therefore, as I imagine, ordered it lo, as 
“ that thefe deities Ihould reft upon the pure 
“ rock, and not be defiled by touching the 
“ common earth. Another thing is worthy 
“ our notice In this kind of monuments, 
“ which is, that, underneath thefe vaft ftones, 
“ there is a hole, or paflage, between the 
“ rocks. What ufe the ancients made of 
“ thefe p adages, we can only guefs ; but we 
“ have reafon to think, that when once 
“ ftones were ritually confecrated, they attri- 
“ buted great and miraculous virtues to every 
“ part of them, and imagined, that whatever 
“ touched, lay down upon, was furrounded 
“ by, or palfed through, or under, thefe 
“ ftones, acquired thereby a kind of holinefs, 
“ and became more acceptable to the gods. 
“ This paflage might alfo be a fanduary for 
* ( the offender to fly to, and Ihelter himfelf 
“ from the purfuer ; but I imagine it chiefly 
“ to have been intended and ufed for intro- 
“ ducing prbfelytes, or novices, people tmder 
“ vows, or about to facrifice, 'into their more 
“ fablime myfteries. For the fame reafon, I am 

“ apt 
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** apt to think, the vaft architraves, or crofs- 
“ Stones, refting upon the uprights at Stone- 
“ henge, were erected ; namely, with an in- 
“ tent to confecrate and prepare the worShip- 
“ pers, by paffing through thofe holy rocks, 
“ for the better entering upon the offices, 
**. which were to be performed in their Pene- 
“ tralia, the moll facred part of the tem- 
« pie p .” 

We have feen, that the Mithratic cave was 
Symbolical of the world, and confequently, 
that its interior reprefented the great abyfi. 
An egg was likewife a Symbol of the world ; 
whence we find, that the ancients fometimes 
built their temples in an oval Shape q . I ap- 
prehend then, that the. vaft egg-like Tolmen, 
(as Dr. Borlafe very properly terms it,) of the 
parish of Conftantine, was only another mode 
of reprefenting that, which the Mithratic ca- 
vern equally typified. It was an emblem in 
Short of the world at the time of the deluge. 
Accordingly it was fumiShed with the Same 
{tone baSons, as thofe, which distinguished the 
grotto of Mithras; and was provided with 
the fame narrow paSTage between rocks. 

It is worthy of notice, that a cuftom, very 

P Borlafe’s Cornwall, p. 174. 
s Maurice’s Ind. Ant. vol. iii. p. 18. 

vol. ii. e e much 
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muqji refembling the ancient petrean purifi- 
cation, {till prevails in one of our own In- 
dian fettlements,. “ In the ifland of Bom- 
“ bay, about two miles from the town, riles 
“ a confiderable hill, called Malabar bill, 
“ which, ftretching into the Ocean, by its 
“ projection forms a kind of promontory. At 
< the extreme point of this hill, on the de- 
“ fcent towards the fea-fhore, there is a. rock, 
“ upon the furface of which there is a natu- 
“ ral crevice, which communicates with a 
“ cavity opening below, and terminating to- 
“ wards the fea. This place is ufed by the 
“ Gentoos as a purification for their fins, 
“ which, they fay, is effected by their going 
“ in at the opening below, and emerging out 
** of the cavity above. This cavity feems too 
“ narrow for perfons of any corpulence to 
fqueeze through : the ceremony however is 
“ in fuch high repute in' the neighbouring 
“ countries, that there is a tradition, that the 
<( famous Conajee Angria ventured by Health 
“ one night upon the ifland, on purpofe to 
perform this ceremony, and got off undif- 
“ covered 1 .” 

As the purgatory of St. Patric, and the 
vault at New-Grange, feem both to have 


r Maurice’s Ind. Ant. vol. vi. p. 145. 


been 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



ON THE CAB I R I. 


419 

been artificial Mithratip temples, lo I am 
much inclined to think, that the immenfe 
cavern at Callleton in Derbylhire was a na- 
tural one. It is certain, that the primitive 
Chriftians, with how much propriety I will 
not pretend to determine, aferibed all the 
divinations of the heathens to the infernal 
fpirit s : and it is moreover certain, that the 
Pythonefifes of Apollo received the fuppofed 
infpiration of their deity in a manner worthy 
only of the abominable obfeenities of pagan- 
ifm. The Derbylhire cavern is Hill, by a 
coarfe appellation, connected with the De- 
vil : whence it is not unreafonable to con- 
clude, that the firft Chriftians of Britain be- 
ftowed that title upon it, in conlequence of 
their knowing, that among their forefathers 
it was the celebrated feat of one of the prin- 
cipal oracles in the illand. The particular 
mode however, in which it is conne<fted 
with the Devil, I conceive to be erroneous*. 

t 

8 This appears femetimes at leaft to have been the cafe. See 
A6ts xvi. 16. 

1 This fuppofition, which I am perfuaded is a juft one, is 
confirmed by the following remarkable paflage 5 from which it 
will appear, that the celebrated grotto at Caftleton was not un- 
known, as a place of worftiip, even in Hindoftan. 

" One of the feven wonders of the peak in Derbylhire is 
49 called by a coarfer name ftill, but very improperly ; for this 
“ wonderful cave, or at leaft one very much like it in the fa- 

e e 2 “ cred 
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The reader will recoiled!, that, of the two 
doors into the Mithratic grotto, I Hated the 
one ,to be fymbolical of thofe fi {lures, through 
which the waters of the deluge iflued ; and 
the other, of the door conftrudled by Noah 
in the fide of the Ark. I further obferved, 
that the Ark was the great Mother-Goddeft 
of the Gentile world ; and that the egrels of 
the Noachidae was confidered in the light of 
a wonderful fecond birth. This being the 
cafe, we (hall be at no lofs either to under- 
ftand the fhameful manner, in which, upon 
the introduction of the phallic worfhip, the 
door of the Ark was typified 11 ; or to perceive 


u cred ides, (viz. Britain, Ireland, Iceland, and Ferro 5 fee Afiat. 
€t Ref. vol. vi. p. 490.) and particularly noticed in the Pura* 
ct nas, is declared to be the facred Yoni.” Wilford on Mount 
Caucafus. Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. 502. 

u Bp. Horfley mod truly obferves, that Artemis or Diana, 
who was conceived to prefide over generation, was worfhipped 
under the identical form of the difgraceful fymbol here alluded 
to. She was termed by the Egyptians Bubajiis , which is only 
a corruption of for amen turpitudinis : and the obfcene 

worlhip paid to her perfectly correfponded with her title. (See 
Tranflat. of Hofea, p. 118.) Diana, as I have repeatedly 
dated, was the Moon worfhipped in conjunction with the 
Ark ; and it was in her laji charafter alone, that fhe was 
edeemed the goddefs of parturition. The emblematical Pi-Bo- 
leth in fhort was the hieroglyphic of the door of the Ark : 
hetice, as Noah or Baal-Peor, the male genius of procreation^ 
was fometimes denominated Tbyreus or Patulcius \ fo Diana, 
Artemis, Ilithyia, Da-Mater, Ceres, Juno, Hecate, or Lucina, 

(for 
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the reafon, why the paflage through £he Bom- 
bay cavern, the palTage through St. Patric’s 
purgatory, the pafTage through the orifice 
beneath the Cornifh Tolmen, the paflage 
through the door of the Indian cave men- 
tioned by Porphyry, and the paffages through 
the feveral , portals formed by the vaft trili- 
thons of Stonehenge, fhould univerfally be 
confidered as either conferring purity, or as 
affording a teft of it. They were all equally 
lymbolical of the door of the Ark, through 
which none but the pure and holy family of 
Noah were allowed to pafs: confequently the 
commemorative palling through thofe rocky 
orifices fymbolized the arkite birth of that 
family, or, in other words, the regeneration 
of the Myfleries. Accordingly we are in- 
formed by Captain Wilford, that ** perforated 
“ ffcones are not uncommon in India, and 
“ that devout people pafs through them, 
“ when the opening will admit it, in order 
to be regenerated. If the hole be too 
££ fmall, they put either the hand or foot 
“ through it ; and, with a fufficient degree 


(for by all thefe various names the lunar Ark was indifferently 
diftinguifhed) the female genius of procreation, was frequently 
termed Prothyrca . 

e e 3 “of 
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“ of faith, it anfwers nearly the fame pur- 
4< pofe x .” 

With regard to the interior of the Derby- 
fhlre cavern, I am perfuaded, that any perfbn, 
who defcends into it after having firft atten- 
tively perufed the fixth book of the Eneid, 
will be not a little furprifed at its lingular 
refemblance to the Hades of the Myfteries, 
though the terrific machinery, once intro- 
duced into it, exifts do longer. You firfl: en- 
ter into an immenfe and magnificent natural 
cave, the whole of which how’ever is perfect- 
ly vifible by the dufky light admitted through 
its noble arched gateway. From this cave 
you are conducted to a fmall nairrow door; 
having palled through which, you rapidly de- 
fcend, till you find yourfelf upon the brink of 
a fubterraneous river. Over the river you are 
ferried in a fmall boat ; and, after reaching 
the oppofite fide, you continue your courfe 
along its bank, through an alternate fuccellion 
of narrow paflages, and lofty caverns. At 
length you arrive at a beautiful arched grotto 


x Afiat. Ref. vol. vi. p. ^ 02 . Let the reader once more con- 
fult the obfervations, which I have already made upon the 
f hallic worfhip, and he will fee yet more clearly the propriety 
of thefe remarks upon the cavern at Caftleton. Vide fupra 
vol. h 3^4* note d. 

01 


1 



Digitized by L^ooQle 



ON THE CABIRI. 


423 


of very large dimenfions, in the centre of 
which rifes a natural rock, which you are fur- 
prifed to find illuminated ready for your re- 
ception. The rock itfelf 'is occupied by a 
number of perfons, who had previoufly en- 
tered for that purpofe ; and your ears are 
forthwith faluted by a variety of wild fongs> 
which forcibly remind you of the old popular 
fuperftition refpedting elves and fairies. I 
have little doubt but that this is done pur- 
fuant to an immemorial cuftom, all traditions 
refpeCting the origin and import of which 
have however long been obliterated from the 
minds of ihe guides. The reader will have 
already anticipated me in pronouncing What 
that cuftom was : during the celebration of 
theCabiric Myfteries in this ftupendous natural 
temple, the afpirant, after paffing through the 
narrow door of the rock, after ferrying over 
the infernal ftream emblematical of the cen- 
tral waters of the vaft abyfs, and after en- 
countering the canine portents y which grinned 
horribly upon him as he wandered through 
the contracted windings of the cave, at length 
reached the illuminated grotto, the Elyfium 
of the orgies. 

To the fame Cabiric Myfteries, as thofe 
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which were celebrated in the caverns of Sa- 
mothrace and Caftleton, we may likewife ul- 
timately trace the famous Britifh legend of 
Merlin and the lady of the lake. 

To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin call’d, they took their 
way ; 

There the wile Merlin whylome wont, they fay, 
To make his wonne, low underneath the ground. 
By a deep delve, far from the view of day. 
That of no living wight he mote be found. 
When fo he counfel’d, with his fprights encom- 
paft round. 

And if thou ever happen that fame way 
To travel, go to fee that dreadful place : 

It is a hideous hollow cave, they fay, 

Under a rock, that lies a little fpace 
From the fwift Barry, tumbling down apace 
Amongft the woody hills of Dyneuowre : - 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cafe. 

To enter into that fame baleful bower. 

For fear the cruel fiends fliould thee unwares 
devour. 

But Handing high aloft, low lay thine ear, 
And there fuch ghaftly 'noife of iron chains. 
And brazen caldrons, thou (halt rumbling hear, 
Which thoufand fprites with long enduring pains 
Do tofs, that it will Hun thy feeble brains ; 

And oftentimes great groans, and grievous 
Hounds, 

When 
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When too huge toil and labour them conftrains. 
And oftentimes loud ftrokes and ringing founds 
From under that deep rock moft horribly re- 
bounds. 

The caufe, fome fay,- is this : a little while 
Before that Merlin died, he did intend 
A brazen wall in compafs to compile 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend . 

Unto thefe fprites to bring to perfedt end j 
During which work the lady of the lake. 

Whom long he lov’d, for him in hafte did fend, 
Who, thereby forc’d his workmen to forfake, 
Them bound till his return their labour not to 
flake. 

In the mean time through that falfe lady’s 
train 

He was furpris’d, and buried under beare % 


* In this part of the hiftory of Merlin there are tome varia- 
tions, as the reader will perceive by comparing the following ■ 
ex trails. 

“ Merlin’s mother, having fecretly conceived by a demon, 
“ was, after her delivery, condemned to be put to death, for 
“ breach of chaftity ; but her fon, an infant, defended, and fet 
" his mother at liberty. Merlin, being grown up, went to the 
* f court of Uther Pendragon, where he eftablifhed the famous 
“ round table, wrought many wonderful works, and uttered a 
“ number of prophecies. Here he fell in love with the lady of 
“ the lake, whom he ufed to call tie white ferpent. Before his 
“ death, he ereited a tomb in the foreft of Nortes, capable to 
“ hold him and his miftrefs j and, having (hewed it to her, he 
“ taught her a charm, that would clofe the done, fo that it 
“ could never be opened. The lady, who fecretly hated him, 

« be- 
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Ne ever to his work return’d again j 
Nathlels thofe fiends may not their work forbear. 


44 began one day to carefs him exceedingly > and at laft made 
44 him go into the tomb, in order to try whether it was large 
44 enough. Merlin being entered, the clofed the ftone upon 
44 him, where he died : his fpirit, being likewife confined by 
** the force of the fpell, continued from time to time to fpeak, 
44 and to give anfwers to fuch queftions as were put to him.’* 
Life of Merlin apud Hoole’s tranflation of Orlando Furiolb. 

44 The lady of the lake and Merlin departed; and by the way, 
44 as they went. Merlin fhewed to her many wonders, and came 
44 into Cornwaile : and alwaies laid about the lady for to have 
4< her favour ; and fhe was ever palling weary of him, and fain 
44 would have been delivered of him ; for fhe was afraid of him, 
44 becaufe he was a divell’s fonne, and fhe could not put him 
44 away by no meanes. And fo, upon a time it hapned, that 
44 Merlin fhewed to her in a rocke; whereas was a great wonder, 
44 and wrought by inchantment, which went under a done, fo 

by her craft and working fhe made Merlin to go under that 
44 ftone, to let him wit of the marvailes there. But fhe wrought 
44 fo for him, that he came never out, for all the craft that he 
14 could doe.** Morte Arthur, book i. chap. 6a, Ibid. 

44 Ce Merlin naquit en Angleterre, du commerce dun demon 
44 avec une fille vierge. 11 fervit long-terns par la fcience ma- 
44 gique le roi Artus; mais enfin il perit par cette fcience 
44 meme: car setantchoift pour maitrefte la jeune Viviane, celle- 
44 ci, fous pretexte de n’avoir rien k craindre de fes parens, de- 
44 manda auMagicien deux enchantemens* avec lefquelselle ptit 
44 les tenir endormis ou enfermes autant qu’il lui plairait. Mer- 
44 lin les lui enfeigna. Elle le lervit du premier pour lendor- 
44 mir lui-meme toutes les fois qu’il venait coucher avec elle; et' 
44 par cette adrefle, dont le motif eft louable, lut ainfi fe conferver 
44 toujours pure. Mais par une perfidie horrible, qu*on ne peut 
t( excufer, elle employa enfuite le fecond pour Kenfermer dans 
44 une for&t, (d*autres manuferits porrent dans un tombeau,) oft 

« a 
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So greatly his commandement they fear. 

But there do toil and travail day apd night. 
Until that brazen wall they up do rear j 
For Merlin had in magic more iofight. 

Than ever him before or after living wight *. 

For he by words could call out of the iky 
Both Sun and Moon, and make them him obey j 
The land to fea, and fea to mainland dry. 

And darkfome night he eke could turn to day j 
Huge hofts of men he could alone difmay. 

And hofts of men of meaneft things could frame, 
Whenfo him lift his enemies to fray. 

That to this day for terror of his fame 
The fiends do quake, when any him to them 
does name b . 

The whole of this defcription ihews, that 
Merlin was precifely what the ancients thought 
the Telchines to have been. As thefe are re- 
prefented by Diodorus Siculus in the light of 


“ il roourut. Les Romanciers ajoutent que Ton efprit y fub- 
“ fiftait toujours, et que de terns en terns on y entendait fa 
“ voix.” Note au manteau mal taille, Fabliaux du xii. et du xiii, 
Siecle, tom. i. 

a This defcription is borrowed from nature. u In a rock,in 
“ the ifland or Barry in Glamorganfhire, there is a narrow 
“ chink or cleft, to which if you put your ear, you fhall per- 
“ ceive all fuch fort of noifes, as you may fancy fmiths at work 
“ under ground 5 ftrokes of hammers, blowing of bellows, 
€f grinding of tools.” Camden’s Britannia. 
b Spencer’s Fairy Queen, book iii. Canto 3. 

fkilful 
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fkilful magicians, who could produce clouds 
and rain at pleafure c ; as they w ere more- 
over the inftitutors of the Myfteries, and are 
feigned, during their abode in Samothrace, to 
have greatly terrified the natives by their in- 
cantations d ; as they were likewife the inven- 
tors of metallurgy e , and excellent artificers in 
brafs and iron, infomuch that they made the 
fickle of Cronus f , the trident of Neptune s , 
and the flatues of Apollo, Juno, and the 
Nymphs h : fo, in* a fimilar rpanner, Merlin 
was fuppofed to have had power over the 
Sun and Moon ; to have been able to change 
night into day, and dry land into fea ; to have 
overthrown by his fingle arm huge hofts of 
men ; and to have been fo fkilful a workman, 
that he defigned to furround Caermarthen 
with a wall of brafs Merlin in fhort was 
the fame as the Irifh Tailgin St. Patric ; in 

c Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 326. 

* Ibid. p. 333 . 

* Ibid. 

* Strab. Geog. lib. xiv. p. 654. 

£ Callim. Hymn, ad Del. ver. xxx. 

h Diod. Bibl. lib. v. p. 326. 

1 The fable of Merlin’s attempt to furround Caermarthen 
with walls of brafs is a legend of the very fame nature as that 
of the Cyclopians having built the walls of Tiryns and Mycenae. 
For an account of the edifices afcribed to this race, who were 
the fame as the Tclchines, fee Bryant’s Anal. vol. iii. p, 340. 

other 
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ether words, he was Noah, or the principal 
Xelchin : whence he was denominated by the 
ancient Celts Mer-Lin, or the marine god of 
the lake k . . This lake, of which he was the 
deity, was one of the fame nature as that, 
which flowed round the purgatory of St. Pa- 
tric ; as that in the vicinity of the Egyptian 
Buto ; and as that of Cotyle, round which 
the Pelafgi planted their fettlements 1 : while 
his imaginary miflrefs, the 4 lady of the lake, 
was nothing more than the Noetic Ark, the 
Latona of Delos and Buto, the Atargatis or 
j Derceto of the lake Bambyce m . • 


k Mer, Water , either lake or Jea water. Lin, a lake. See 
the Cornifh-Englifh vocabulary at the end of Borlafe’s Ant. of 
Cornwall. It is perhaps almoft fuperfluous to obferve, that the 
Cornifh, the Welfh, the Manks, and the Erfe, are merely 
and equally dialeff ical variations of the ancient Celtic. 

1 All thefe lakes contained fmall facred iflands, which teem 
to have been confidered as emblematical of the Ark 3 whence 
thofe in the lakes of Buto and Cotyle were fuppofed to have 
once floated. M. Bailly notices the extreme veneration of the 
ancients for iilands 3 but he does not appear to me to give, in 
the courle of his work, any very fatisfa&ory reafon for it. (t Ne 
“ trouvez-vous pas, Monfieur, quelque chofe de fingulier dans 
“ cet amour des anciens pour les lies? Tout ce qu’il y a de 
u facre, de grand, et d’antique sy eft pafse : pourquoi les habi- 
“ tans du continent ont-ils donne cet avantage aux lies fur le 
u continent meme.’ > Lettres fur l’Atlantide, p. ,361. 

m The lady of the lake, and ttye fairy Morgana or Mergiana, 
whom romance-writers celebrate as the filter of Arthur, and 
the pupil of Merlin, appear to be the fame mythological cha- 

radtep 
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Artofto, who, like Spenfer, wrote from old 
traditions, the import of which he did not 
underftand, defcribes Merlin as confined be- 


rafter. Mourgue, Morgane, ou Morgain, comme Tappellent 
u les anciens manulcrits, etoit fceur d’^rtus, ct eleve de Merlin, 
(t qui lui enfeigna la magie.” Note au manteau mal taille, 
Fabliaux du xii. et du xiii. Siecle, tom. i. Our weftern wri- 
ters borrowed the charafter of Morgana from the Perfians, to 
whom {he was well known under the title of Mergian Peri, or 
the fairy Mergian. Bailly’s Lett res fur l’Atlantide, p. 144. 
Morgana or Mergian feems to be Mer-Gin, the genius or fairy 
of the fea ; and we find her, no lefs than Viviana the perfidious 
miftrefs of Merlin, connefted with a lake and a ferpent. Boi- 
ardo accordingly reprefents her as failing beneath the furface of 
an inchanted lake, and careffing an immenfe ferpent, into 
which form {lie had metamorphofed one of her lovers. 

Fermoffi Orlando pien di maraviglia, 

Penfando pur, che cofa fuffe quell a : 

La donna in vifo era bianca, e vermiglia, 

E fopra tutte Paltre belle, bella : 

Quel drago morto in fu le braccia piglia, 

E con efio entra in una navicella, 

Correndo gih per l’acqua alia feconda, 

E nel mezzo del lago fi profonda.v 

Orland. Inam. lib. ii. cant. ia. ftan. 62. 
I fufpeft, that the giant Morgan te, the hero of the romance of 
Pulci, was originally the correfponding mafculine idol to the 
feminine Morgana. 

As Morgana and the lady of the lake feem to be one perfon, 

■ | fo I think it probable, that the famous Sir Launcelot du Lac, 

; the braveit of the imaginary knights of the round table, was 
<; the very fame as Merlin. The whole indeed of the hiftory of 
• Arthur, whether we admit the reality of his exigence or not, 
appears to be purely fabulous. 

neath 
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neath an ark of Hone, from which his per- 
turbed i fpirit uttered oracular refponfes ; and 
bellows upon the priellefs, whp officiated in 
his myllic cavern, the name of Meliffa, the 
very name in ffiort, by which the priellefs of 
Mithras was ordinarily dillinguilhed. This 
priellels he reprefents, as ilfuing from a nar- 
row door, in the loofe attire ©f one of the old 
Sibylline PythonelTes n , to meet the heroine 
Bradamant. 

Cost dicendo, alia cima fuperna 
Del folitario monte il deftrier caccia, 

i 

Mirando pur, s’ alcuna via difcerna, 

Come lei poffa tor dalla fua traccia. 

Ecco nel falfo trova una caverna, 

Che fi profonda piu di trenta braccia : 

Tagliato a picchi, ed a fcarpelli il falfo 
Scende giu al dritto, ed ha una porta al balfo. 

Nel fondo avea una porta ampia e capace, 
Che in maggior ftanza largo adito dava, 

E fuor n’ ufda fplendor come di face, 

Ch’ ardelfe in mezzo alia montana cava. 


Dentro la porta ando, ch’ adito dava 

n The Sibylla l'eem to have been priefteffes of Cybelc, from 
whom, according to the ufual cuftom of the pagans, they bor- 
rowed their name, as the Meliffae did from Melitta. This ap- 
pears to me to be a much more natural derivation of the word, 
than that of Dr. Hyde from Siboleth, an ear of corn. See his 
Treatife de Rel. Vet. Perfar. 

Nella 
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Nella feconda, aflai piu larga, cava. 

Un picciol’ ufcio intanto ftride e crocca, 
Ch’ era all’ incontro, onde una donna ufcio 
Difcinta e fcalza, e fciolte avea le chiome ; 
Che la donzella faluto per nome : 

E diffe : O generofa Bradamante, 

Non giunta qui fenza voler divino, 

Di te piu giorni m’ ha predetto innante 
II profetico fpirto di Merlino, 

Che vifitar le fue reliquie (ante 
Dovevi per infolito camino ; 

E qui fori ftata, accio ch’ io ti riveli 
Quel c’han di te gia flatuito i cieli. 

Quefta e l’antica et memorabil grotta, 
Che edifico Merlino il favio mago : 

Che forfe ricordare odi talotta. 

Dove ingannollo la donna del lago. . 

II fepolcro e qui giu, dove corrotta 
Giace la carne fua ; dove egli, vago 
Di fodisfare a lei che gliel fuafe, 

Vivo corcolli, e morto ci rimafe. 

Lieta dell’ infolita avventura, 

Dietro alla'maga fubito fu mofla, 

Che la conduffe a quella fepoltura 
Che chiudea di Merlin l’anima e l’ofla. 

Era quell’ area d’una pietra dura, 

Lucida e terfa, e come fiamma rofla, 

Tal ch’ alia ftanza, benche di Sol priva, 

Dava fplendore il lume che a’ufciva 0 . 

Arioft. Orland. Furiof. Cant. ii. Stanz. 7°*“Cant. 
Stanz. 6. et infra. 
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So faying, to the hill he bent his courfe, 

And up the fteepy fummit fpurr’d his horfe j 
Thence looking round, he fought fome path to 
take, 

By which he might the damfel’s track forfake : 
When fudden there a monftrous cave he found, 
Hewn out with labour in the ftony ground : 
Full thirty cubits deep it feem’d in fhow : 

A fair and lofty gate appear’d below. 

Which by its ample ftrufture feem’d defign’d 
For entrance to fome larger place behind. 

And through the (hade a glimmering brightnefs 
gave. 

As of a torch that burnt within the cave. 


Soon as the maid again from earth was rais’d, 
With the hard fhock and fudden fall amaz’d, 
She enter’d boldly through the gate, which gave 
An entrance to the fecond, larger, cave. 


Meantime a fudden jarring found was heard, 
When from a narrow gate a dame appear’d. 
Ungirt, with feet unfhod, with hair difplay’d, 
Who by her name addrefs’d the warrior-maid. 

And thus — O generous Bradamant ! ((hefaid) 
Not without heaven’s appointment hither led : 

Behold this ancient cave, by Merlin wrought, 
Merlin in every art of magic taught : 

Here with bewitching looks, and wiles prepar’d. 
The lady of the lake his heart enfnar’d : 

VOL. II. f f ' His 
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His fepulchre is here, yvhofe womb contains 
The deathlefs fpirit and decay’d remains : 
To this he by her blandifhments was led. 
And what receiv’d alive, detains him dead. 


His voice furvives, and oft is heard to come 
In tuneful mufic from the marble tomb. 

To all, that queftion, is his wifdom fhewn. 

He tells the paft, and makes the future known. 

She faid: and Amon’s daughter, while fhe 
fpoke, 

With filence heard. 

Then rapt with joy at fuch a blefs’d event. 
Silent fhe follow’d where the matron went, 
Slow leading to the tomb, in which detain’d 
The ghoft of Merlin with his bones remain’d. 
Hard was the polifh’d marble, fmooth and 
bright, 

And like a ruddy flame difpell’d the night. 
Whether fome marble by its nature fhews 
A beam, that like a torch, in darknefs glows : 
Or elfe by verfe, and fumigated powers. 

Or figns imprefs’d in planetary hours. 

As' beft may feem, this wonder was compos’d. 

Hoole. 

In this pafTage, the Italian poet has very 
undefignedly given us the exadt defcription of 
a Mithratic temple., Firft we may obferve 
the rapid and fleep defcent into the outer 

cavern, 
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cavern, like that into the firft grotto of Tro- 
phonius ; next, the door of communication 
with the inner cavern; and> after that, the 
fmall door of expurgation, through which the 
prieftefs Melifla enters : while, in the midft 
of the illuminated facellum, we find the 
tomb, or, as Ariollo very juftly calls it, the 
ark of Merlin ; from which he was fuppofed 
to utter oracular refponfes precifely in the 
fame manner, as the Argo of Ofiris was 
thought to be fatidical, and as the prophetic 
lhrine of Ifis was conftrudted in the form of 
an ark, or Ihip. 

The genealogy of Merlin perfectly accords 
with thefe remarks upon his mythological 
character. I have obferved, that, in the theo- 
logy of paganifm, Noah was fometimes de- 
fcribed, in allufion to his fecond birth from 
the womb of the Ark, as never having had a 
mortal father. Such likewife was the cafe 
with Merlin. He was feigned to have been 
born of a fair virgin, who conceived him in 
confequence of her intercourfe with an in- 
fernal fpirit. Selden, in his illuftrations of 
Drayton’s Pfcly-®lbion, compares this legend 
to the fabulous account which the Rabbini- 
cal writers give of the Beni-Elohim, men- 
tioned in the book of Genefis p ; but I much 

i Illuft, of Drayton's Poly-OIbion, Song 5. “ The fons of 

f f 2 " God 
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doubt, whether there be the flighteft connec- 
tion between the two fables. As the virgin 
is the Ark, fo the infernal fpirit feems to be 
nothing more than one of the infernal or ark- 
ite Cabiri, and the fame perfon as his imagi- 
nary fon Merlin ; for Noah, as I have fre- 
quently obferved, was indifferently efleemed 
the parent, the hufband, and the fon, of his 
divinely conftrudted veffel. Selden further 
mentions, that Merlin was likewife called 
Ambrofe or Ambrojius q ; but Spenfer repre- 
fents Ambroiius as the coufin of Matilda, 
Merlin’s mother r : I fufpedt however, that 
Selden is right in this matter, and that Spen- 
fer is miftaken. Our fabulizing anceftors con- 
verted Ambrofius into a Roman king of Bri- 
tain ; but, as Mr. Bryant very juftly obferves, 
no fuch perfbn ever exified. Amber or Am- 
P’Ur fignifies any thing divine or folar : hence 
the term was fometimes applied to Noah, or 
Merlin ; and fometimes to . the confecrated 
Petrae, in which he was worfhipped. Stone- 
henge was compofed of thefe Petrae : accord- 

“ God came in unto the daughters of men." 6en. vi. 4. “ The 
“ angels of God,” fay's Jofephus, meaning I fuppofe the fallen 
angels , u cohabiting with women, begot a race prone to commit 
“ injuftice.” Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. cap. 3. 

* Illuft. of Poly- Olb. Song. 3. 

r Spenfer’s Fairy Queen, book iii. cant. 3. 

ingly, 
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ingly, while a town in its immediate vicinity 
is denominated Ambrojbury, we find a tradi- 
tion prevalent, that that flupendous monument' 
itfelf was brought in a fingle night from Ire- 
land, through the power of Merlin’s incanta- 
tions *. Another Druidical erection, confift- 
ing of the f^ime Ambrofiae Petrae, formerly 
flood in the neighbourhood of Penzance. It 
is at prefent nearly deftroyed ; but it ftill re- 
tains the name of Main- Amber, or the Am - 
ber-fone ' 

The romance of the life tf Merlin repre- 
fents that magician, as contemporary with 
king Arthur, and as the inflitutor of the fa- 
mous round table. I am much inclined to 
conjecture, that the hardy knights of this cele- 
brated order were in faCt no other than the 
infernal or Cabiric deities. Hence we find a " 
flrange wild legend .refpeCting them, that 
they were accuftomed to ferry demons over 
Cocytus, Phlegethon, Styx, Acheron, and 
Lethe u . The whole of this is merely the 

• Draytpn’s Poly-Olb. Song 4. 

1 See the whole paflfage from the Andlyfis refpe&ing the Am- 
brofiae Petrae, cited above, p. 170. 

n “ Tous les chevaliers de la table ronde eftoient pauvres 
“ gaigne deniers, tirans la rame pur pafler les rivieres de Co- 
u cyte, Phlegeton, Styx, Acheron, et Lethe, quand meffieurs les 
“ diables fe veulcnt etbatre fur l*eau, com me font les bafteliers 
“ de Lyon et gondoliers de Venife. Mais pour chacune paf- 

p f s “ fade 
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counterpart to the fabulous birth of Merlin, 
who, as we have feen, was feigned to be the 
offspring of an infernal fpirit. 

As the knights of the round table were 
placed in the fabulous Hades, fo Merlin or 
Noah was fuppofed to have contrived a foun- 
tain, the waters of which excited hatred in 
the bofoms of thofe who drank of them. 
This fountain of hatred I apprehend to be the 
yery fame as the claffical Styx, the mytholo- 
gical hiftory of which I have already fuffi? 
ciently difcuffed. 

Dicon, che da Merlin fu fabbricata 
Per Triftan, che d’lfotta era invaghito. 

Era quell’ acqua di quefta natura, 

Che chi amava, faceva difamare, 

E non fol difamar, ma in odio avere 
Quel ch’ era prima diletto, e piacere x . 

Upon comparing the Hindoo Mithratic 
temples with the pyramids of Egypt, and the 
Irifh cavern at New-Grange, we found, that 
one method of conftrudting thofe places of 
worfhip was to difpofe the building in the 
fhipe of a crofs, and over the facellum to 


u fade ils n’ont qu un nazarde, et fur le foir quelque morceau 
“ de pain chaumeny.” Rabelais, liv. ii. cap. 30. apud Selden. 

* Orlan. Inam. di Boiardo. lib. i. cant, 3. Stanz. 36, 37. 
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raife a lofty pyramid. Such is the form of 
the fupemal pagoda of Benares, and of the 
fubterraneous grotto at New-Grange. Keep- 
ing this circumftance in view, we lhall be led 
to difcover the real ufe of two curious relics 
of antiquity, lituated near Tortofa in the re- 
gion which lies diredtly north of BeruthV 
Tyre, and Paleftine. Maundrell, in his con- 
jedlures receding them, makes precifely the 
lame miftake that Norden has done in treat- 
ing of the great pyramid, and Ledwich in de- 
fcribing the cavern of New-Grange ; for he 
has erroneoufly pronounced two ancient Mi- 
thratic temples to be two places of fepul- 
ture, notwithftanding their vicinity to another 
curious monument, which has been moft hap- 
pily illuftrated by Mr. King. Maundrell’s 
account of thefe feveral remains is as follows. 

On the north fide of the lerpent-fountain 
was a large dike, cut into the folid rock ; 
“ and juft on the other fide of it, we elpied 
“ another antiquity, which took up our next 
“ obfervation. There was a court of fifty 
“ five yards fquare, cut in the natural rock ; 
“ the fides of the rock Handing round 
“ it, about three yards high, fupplying the 
“ place of walls. On three fides it was thus 

y The ancient Berytus, the Beroi of Nonnus. 

f f 4 “ en«- 
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“ encompaffed ; but to the northward it lay 
“ open. In the centre of this area was a 
“ fquare part of the rock left flanding ; being 
u three yards high, and five yards and a half 
** fquare. This ferved for a pedeftal to a 
“ throne eredted upon it. The throne was 
“ compofed of four large ftones, two at the 
fides, one at the back, another hanging over 
“ all the top, in the manner of a canopy. 
“ The whole ftrudture was about twenty feet 
high, fronting towards that fide, where the 
“ court was open. The (lone, that made the 
“ canopy, was five yards and three quarters 
** fquare, and carved round with a handfomtf 
** cornice. What all this might be defigned 
“ for we could not imagine ; unlefs perhaps 
“ the court may pais for an idol temple, and 
“ the pile in the middle for the throne of the 
“ idol : which feems the more probable, 
** in regard that Hercules, that is the Sun, the 
“ great abomination of the Phenicians, was 
“ wont to be adored in an open temple. At 
“ the two innermoft angles of the court, and 
** likewife on the open fide, were left pillars 
«* of the natural rock ; three at each of the 
“ former, and two at the latter. 

“ About half a mile to the fbuthward of 
“ the aforefaid antiquities, there flood in view 
“ two towers. — We found them to be fepul- 

<f chral 
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“ chral monuments, eredted over two ancient 
“ burying places. They flood at about ten 
** yards diftance from each other. The firft 
f< tower was thirty three feet high. Its long- 
** eft ftone or pedeftal was ten feet high, and 
“ fifteen fquare : the fuperftrudure upon 
“ which was firft a tall ftone in the form of 
“ a cylinder; and then another ftone cut in 
“ fhape of a pyramid. The other tower 
“ was thirty feet and two inches high. Its 
pedeftal was in height fix feet ; and fixteen 
“ feet fix inches fquare. It was fupported by 
u four lions, carved one at each corner of the 
“ pedeftal. The carving had been very rude 
** at beft ; but was now rendered by time 
“ much worfe. The upper part reared upon 
“ the pedeftal was all one fingle ftone, in 
“ fafhion like a cone. 

“ Each of thefe barbarous monuments had 
“ tJhder it feveral fepulchres ; the entrances 
into which were oh the fouth fide. Going 
** down feven or eight fteps” into the vault 
under the firft of the towers, “ you come to 
“ the mouth of the fepulchre ; where crawl- 
“ ing in, you arrive in a chamber, which is 
*' nine feet two inches broad, and eleven feet 
u long. Turning to the right hand, and go- 
<c ing through a narrow paffage, you come to 

“a fe- 
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“ a fecond room, which is eight feet, broad 
** and ten long. In this chamber are feven 
“ cells for corpfes, two overagainft the en- 
“ trance, four on the left hand, and one un- 
u finifhed on the right. Thefe cells were 
“ hewn dire&ly into the firm rock. We 
“ meafured feveral of them, and found them 
*' eight feet and a half in length, and three 
“ feet three inches fquare. I would not in- 
“ fer from hence, that the corpfes, depofited 
** there, were of fuch a gigantic fize, as to fill 
“ up fuch large coffins : though, at the fame 
** time, why fhould any men be fo prodigal 
“ of their labour, as to cut thefe caverns into 
“ fo hard a rock as this was, much farther 
“ than neceffity required ? 

“ On the other fide of the firft chamber 
** was a narrow paflage feven feet long, lead- 
** ing into a third room, whole dimenfions 
“ were nine feet in breadth, and twelve iii 
“ length. It had eleven cells, of fomewhat 
“ a lefs fize than the former, lying at equal 
** diftances all round about it. 

“ Paffing out of the firft room,” which 
ferved as a veftible to all the others, “ fore- 
“ right, you have two narrow entrances, each 
“ feven feet long, into a fourth room. This 
“ apartment was nine feet fquare : it had no 

“ cells 
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** cells in it, like the others, nor any thing re- 
“ markable, but only a bench, cut all along 
“ its fide on the left hand. 

“ From the defcription of this firft fepul- 
“ chre, it is ealy to conceive the difpofition of 
“ the other. The height of the rooms in 
“ both was about fix feet ; and the towers 
“ were built each over the innermojl room of 
** the fepulchre, to which it belonged 

Maundrell further mentions, that not far 
from thefe pyramids were two others with 
nearly fimilar excavations beneath them. 

The firft thing, of which I lhall remind the 
reader, is, that he is now in the very coun- 
try of the Phenician Cabiri, in the region of 
Tyre, and Beruth y and I lhall next call to his 
recolleftion, that the worlhip of thefe deities 
was equally eftablilhed in Britain and Ireland. 
This will prepare him both for the obferva- 
tions of Mr. King upon what Maundrell calls 
a throne, and for my own remarks upon what 
he denominates two fepulchres. 

Thefe feveral monuments being in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of each other, we are 
naturally led to fuppofe, that they were con- 


z Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem, p. 20. 
The reader will find there a plan of thefe caverns. 
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ne&ed in their ufes j and I apprehend, that 
we (hall not find ourfelves miftaken. 

With regard to the firft, Mr. King, and I 
think very juftly, fuppofes it to have been not 
a throne, but an altar, precifely refembling 
that curious relic of antiquity ufually called 
Kit’s Cotty boufe, as well as feveral other erec- 
tions of a fimilar nature in various parts of 
thefe iflands. Upon this altar he conjectures, 
that human facrifices were offered : and he 
obferves, that it is raifed juft high enough for 
the purpofe of exhibiting thofe dreadful rites 
to the furrounding multitude, and no higher; 
and moreover that it is juft large enough for 
fuch facrifices, and no larger. Jde further 
conceives, that the area, cut out of the rock, 
was deftined for the priefts ; and that the ele- 
vated part around it was meant for the ac- 
commodation of the populace. In fhort, he 
pronounces this imagined throne to be no 
other than a Cromlech*. Concerning the 
rude ftone pillars, he does not appear to me 
to fey any thing very fatisfa&ory; for he lim- 
ply obferves, that they bear an affinity with 
Druidical remains. I am perluaded however, 
that thefe were nothing more than Phalli; 


* Muniment. Ant. vol. i; p. 223. et infra. 
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and that they were placed in the court-yard 
of the. grand altar, with the very fame allu- 
fion to the deluge, as the Phalli, which Lu- 
cian informs us were erected in the area fur- 
rounding the temple of the Syrian goddefs. 

Hitherto I have, with great pleafure, at- 
tended the fleps of Mr. King ; but, upon the 
fubjedt of the imaginary fepulchres, he is en- 
tirely filent. Having feen however, that the 
fuppofed throne was a Cabiric, Mithratic, or 
Druidical altar, (for it matters little by which 
of thefe names we defignate it,) we may na- 
turally expedt to find in its neighbourhood a 
cavern temple, or Petra, deftined for the ce- 
lebration of the Myfferies of the helio-arkite 
fuperftition. Such then I conceive the two 
vaults, with their pyramidal appendages, to 
have been. Accordingly we find, that they 
are each conftrudled in the form of the Taau- 
tic crofs T i that they have each an adytum, 
or facellum ; and that they have each a py- 
ramid, JludiouJly and uniformly, not accident- 
ally, eredted precifely over this adytum. We 
further find, that the entrance into them is 
by a fmall paffage, fo narrow, that a perfbn 
is obliged to advance crawling rather than 
walking j and that there are within them a 
number of recedes, hollowed out in imitation 
of the irregularities of a natural cavern, which 

were 
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were ufed by the priefts, partly for. the ma- 
nagement of their terribly fantaftic machinery, 
and partly as troughs for water. Thefe places 
Maundrell fuppofes to be cells for the recep- 
tion of dead bodies ; but he allows, that they 
are much larger than what was neceflary for 
that purpofe; and, as for any remains either 
of fkeletons, mummies, or coffins, we find 
no more veftiges of them here, than in the 
great pyramid of Egypt, or in the grotto of 
New-Grange. Upon the whole, I have lit- 
tle doubt of the mutual connexion of all 
thefe Syrian monuments of antiquity, feeing 
they are thus placed in each other’s imme- 
diate neighbourhood ; and I cannot refrain 
from believing, that, as the altar was ere&ed 
for facrificial purpofes, fo the excavations 
were made for the due celebration of the Mi- 
thratic or Cabiric Myfteries. 

Let us now turn our eyes to Egypt, where, 
as a confirmation of what has been faid re- 
ipe&ing the fubterraneous chambers in the 
Syrian caverns, we fhall find (upon a larger 
fcale indeed) a fuite of grottos cut out of the 
folid rock, and arranged on the north and 
weft fides of the fecond pyramid. Mr. Greaves 
obferves, that “ the entrance into them is by 
** fquare openings, hewn out of the rock, not 
“ exceeding in magnitude thofe, which he 

“ had 
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u had defcribed before as forming the en- 
“ trance of the firft pyramid, and which he 
“ has reprefented as narrow and quadrangu- 
*.* lar. The chambers within, he obferves, 
“ are likewife of a fquare form and well-pro- 
“ portioned, covered and arched above with 
“ the natural rock ; in moft of which there 
“ was a palTage, opening into an interior 
“ chamber, but fo obftru&ed with rubbilh, 
“ and fo involved in darknefs, as to forbid all 
“ penetration into their recelTes. Thefe cham- 
“ bers, it can fcarcely be doubted, had fome 
“ fecret communication with the interior 
“ apartments of the pyramid, the entrance 
“ into which has, if ever known, been long 
“ lince forgotten b .” Mr. Greaves, and after 
him Mr. Maurice, conjectures, that thefe ca- 
verns were the dwellings of the priefts ; an 
opinion, which I will not indeed venture po- 
fitively to contradict, but the propriety of 
which I very much doubt. I am rather in- 
clined to think them a fuite of grottos def- 
tined for the celebration of the Myfteries ; 
and I fufpeCt, that they terminated in an ady- 
tum, the palTage to which is now choaked 
up, diredtly under the pyramid. It is ob- 
fcrvable, that thefe caverns are difpofed, not 

b Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 538. 
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in the form of the Taautic T, but in that of 
an L; a lhape exactly fimilar to that of St. 
Patric’s purgatory, excepting only that the 
angle of the latter is an obtufe inftead of a 
right one. The T and the L however are 
in faft the fame fymbol ; the former X being 
the complete Argha, and the latter L the Ar- 
gha with its {tern lopped off, as it is invaria- 
bly reprefented upon the celeftial globe. 

If from Egypt we once more revert to 
Hindoflan, as we have already found in that 
country the ancient petrean worfhip efta- 
blifhed in its higheft fplendor and magnifi- 
cence ; fo we fhall be at no lofs to difcover 
an inftance of a fuite of facred rooms hewn 
out of the folid rock: accordingly, as the laft- 
mentioned Egyptian grottos were defigned, I 
conceive, for the celebration of the Cabiric 
Myfteries ; fo the wonderful excavations at 
Ellora feem to have been formed for the very 
fame purpofe. Hence we find, that the Lin- 
ga or Phallus, the fymbolical bull, the god 
Maha-Deva or Ofiris, and his allegorical con- 
fort Parvata, are fludioufly introduced into 
them ; hence alfb we meet with the {tone 
ciflem for the purpofe of holding water ; and 
hence we may obferve, that clofe to Ellora is 
a fmall circular lake, and a little ifland in the 
midfl of it, fymbolical, like the Egyptian 

Chem- 
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Chemmis in the lake near Buto, the Pelafgic 
ifland in the Cutilian lake, and the Irifh Ma- 
cra in the lake Derg, of the Noetic Ark c . 

All thefe various caverns being alike dedi- 
cated to the lunar or arkite deity, the obfer- 
vations which have been made upon them 
may perhaps enable us to unravel the wild 
legend of Endymion, the Moon, and the Lat- 
mian grotto. 

According to Hefiod, Endymion was the 
fon of Calice by Jupiter-Aethlius ; and he 
obtained from his father the privilege of pre- 
fiding over death. He is evidently the fame 
perfon as Ixion ; for we find, that the very 
fame ffcory is told alike of them both. As 
Ixion attempted to ravifli Juno, and, em- 
bracing in her ftead a cloud, became the fa- 
ther of the Centaurs, for which crime he was 
thruft down into the infernal regions: fo En- 
dymion was taken up into heaven, where he 
made a fimilar attempt upon the chaftity of 
Juno ; embraced, in a fimilar manner, a 
cloud ; and was, in a fimilar manner, caft 
into the fabulous Hades. After what has al- 
ready been faid concerning Nephele, the cen- 

c For an account of thefe, caverns I refer the reader to Afiat. 
Ref. vol. vi. p. 389. where he will find a variety of 'Plates il- 
luftrative of them, among which there is a view of Ellora with 
its lake and ifland. 

vol, ii. g g taurs, 
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taurs, and the infernal regions, it is fuperflu- 
ous to point out the import of thefe tradi- 
tions : it will be fufficient merely to obferve, 
that the circumftance of Noah’s feizing the 
dove, and drawing her into the Ark, has 
been ftrangely perverted into an imaginary 
attempt to ravifh Juno. 

The part of the legend of Endymion, lafl 
confidered, in fome meafure points but the 
nature of his real character ; but that, which 
is moft immediately connected with the pre- 
fent fubjedt, is the fable of his eternal fleep 
in the cave of Latmos. Some fuppofed, that 
he was beloved by the Moon, and was thrown 
into that lleep by her, in order that fhe might 
vifit him in the cave without any oppofition; 
others afferted, that he was deified on account 
of his exemplary piety, and yet for the very 
fame reafon was doomed to perpetual fleep ; 
and others again fancied, that this fleep over- 
powered him in confequence of the anger of 
Jupiter on account of his attempt to violate 
Juno. All thefe feveral legends, though in 
fome refpedts they may feem contradictory, 
are virtually the fame ; for the defcent of 
Endymion into the infernal regions, and his 
fuppofed ftate of torpidity, are only different 
modes of defcribing the allegorical death of 
Noah, his inclofure within the lunar Ark. 

As 
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As for the Latmian cave, I doubt not but 
that it was a well-known Cabiric grotto, 
where Endymion, or the folar Noah, was 
worfliipped in conjunction with Diana, or the 
lunar Ark : accordingly, in the immediate 
vicinity of this cavern, there was a town de- 
nominated Heraclia, from Heracles, Hercules, 
or Erech-El, the arkite god. 

The fictitious genealogy of Endymion, and 
his imaginary prefidency over death, perfectly 
accord with the preceding remarks upon his 
character. His mother was named Called, or 
the cup , becaufe a cup was one of the many 
lymbols of the Ark : and his father Jupiter - 
Aethlius is the very fame perfon as himfelf ; 
both being equally Efh-El, or the god of fire, 
on the one hand, and En-Du-Maon, or the 
gracious god of the lunar crefcent, on the 
other d . 

We have feen, that, upon the propagation 
of Chriftianity in the Britifh ifles, a variety 


d For all the preceding traditions refpe&ing Endymion, fee 
Schol. in Apoll. Argon, lib. iv. ver. 57. Du Maon, or En- 
Du-Maon, is the fame as the Baal-Mcon of Scripture. Mton 
was a title of Apollo, or the folar Noah; hence, in confequence 
of the priefts bearing the names of the deities whom they 
ferved, Statius, with ftri£fc mythological propriety, denominates 
an oracular prieft of Apollo Mton. 

— Noftra praefignem Maeona lauro. 

Stat. Thebaid. lib, iv. ver. 598. 

G g 2 Of 
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of wild legends were built upon certain mu- 
tilated traditions refpefting the ufe of the 
Mithratic caverns. Thefe, as I have ob- 
ferved, were generally efteemed oracular : 
whence, in fucceeding ages, they were fome- 
times metamorphofed into the purgatories of 
imaginary faints; fometimes into the dens of 
magicians, or fairies ; and fometimes into the 
ftrong-holds of Satan himfelf. A great change 
in the religion of the weftern parts of the 
oriental world produced very fimilar notions 
refpe&ing the Afiatic grottos of the Noetic 
Mithras. The fanguinary theifm of Maho- 
met fpeedily overthrew the ancient fire-wor- 
Ihip of Perfia, Chaldea, and Arabia : and the 
caverns of the arkite Cabiri were hencefor- 
ward deemed now the haunts of genii ; and 
now the receptacles of immenfe treafures, of 
inchanted lamps, and of magical talifmans. 
That curious original production, The Arabian 
Nights Entertainments, is at once replete 
with allufions to the old Sabian idolatry, 
and to the confecrated oracular grotto. Thus, 
Zobeide arrives at a city, all the inhabitants 
of which, with the folitary exception of the 
king’s fon, who had embraced the religion of 
Mahomet, had been miraculoully changed 
into ftones, as a punifhment for their obfti- 
nate adherence to the fire-worlhip of the 

Magi; 
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Magi : and thus prince AfTad very narrowly 
efcapes being facrificed by the adorers of the 
lolar fire. Thus alfo the fecond Calender 
difcovers a wonderful cavern, decorated and 
furnifhed like a magnificent palace, and con- 
cealing within its fubterranean recefles a beau- 
tiful lady, the miffarefs of a powerful genius ; 
thus Ali-Baba finds a cave, the door of which 
opens and (huts by the pronunciation of a 
magical word ; and thus, not to multiply in- 
flances, Aladdin defcends into an immenfe 
grotto, confiding of three fucceffive vaulted 
apartments, rich with the mod precious jew- 
els, and yet more rich with the wonder- 
working lamp. 

To the Mithratic rock-temple, and the ar- 
tificial cavern condru&ed within the nearly 
folid mafs of the pyramidal pagoda, dtcceeded 
the Pyratheia of the Perfians % and the circu- 


e The round towers fo frequent in Ireland feem to have 
been edifices of the fame nature as the Pyratheia of the Per- 
fians. u There can be no doubt,” fays Col. Vallancey, “ of 
“ the round towers in Ireland having been fire-towers. The 
“ conftru&ion of them was well adapted to the purpofe : the 
“ door being always from twelve to fifteen feet from the bafe, 
<r the facred fire at the bottom could not be molefted by the 
tr wind : it was covered by a cupola at top ; and four fmall 
“ windows in the fides near the top let out the fmoke. The 
u diameter of them is no more than fufficient for the Cai-Cu . - 
" lane or Draoi (Ang. the high-prieft) to perform his facred 

o g 3 “ office : 
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lar temples of the Greeks and Romans. Thefe 
were fo built, that their interior precifely re- 
fembled a circular excavation and they were 


“ office ; his Zend or prayers were not to be heard by the con- 
“ gregation, as in the fervice his mouth was covered left he 
<( ftiould breathe on the holy fire, fo that he mumbled or mut- 
“ tered his words. When he had done, he probably afcended 
iC to the door or to the top, and gave his Aphrin (Ang. bene- 
4< diction). The facred fire was fed by the wood of a facred 
tc tree. In Perfia the name of that tree is Haum al Magjus , 
“ i. e. Haum Magorum: in Irifh Om and Omna was Crann- 
<( naomha or facred tree ; we tranflate it an oak . The Perfo- 
“ Scythae of Ireland named thefe towers Tutr-Beil, or the towers 
" of Baal, a name facred to the Sun. In Pharh. Gj. a Perfian 
t( author, we are told, that Ardefhir Babek, a Perfian king, 
41 conftru£fted a certain lofty building, which he named Terbaln 
44 to the eaft of the city of Iharaghun in Perfia. The facred 
44 fire was named Hyr (Heb. TN), in Irifh Ur ; it was alio 
44 named Adur, whence the Adair of Ireland, names of places 
44 where fome facred building is always to be found. Our mo- 
44 dem churches are commonly annexed to thefe old fire-towers; 
“ a ftrong argument that they were originally facred buildings. 
u The praefe£tus ignis was named Hyr-bad, in Irifh Ur-Baidb, 
tf or priejl of the fire . We now tranflate bald, a prophet . The 
M Urbad continued night and day in the fire-tower; and all 
“ other priefts were fubje6t to him. We have the fame ac- 
a counts in the Irifh MSS. This order was alfo named Mogb 
tf (or Magus.) Mogb, Mugh, or Magh, was the name in Ire- 
land ; hence Ard-Magb, the metropolitan fee of Ireland. — 
We fhall find moft of the Irifh towers connected with our ca- 
" thedrals, as at Cloyne, Cafhell, Glandalougb.” Vallancey s 
Vind. p. 203. The tower of Belus in Babylon was evidently, 
as I have already obferved, an immenfe Tutr-Beil, or tower de- 
voted to the worfhip of the folar Noah. 

con- 
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conftantly devoted to the idolatrous worlhip 
of the folar fire. Mr. Maurice conjectures, 
and I think very juflly, (although I cannot 
adopt his fentiments refpeCting the Myfle- 
ries,) that both the round church of St. Ste- 
phen at Rome, and the Pantheon itfelf, were 
copies of .the ancient Mithratic cavern. Ac- 
cordingly he obferves, that the latter of thefe 
buildings, from the circumftance of its origi- 
nally having no windows, and receiving light 
only through an opening in the roof, exhibits 
at this moment the exaCt reprefentation of a 
vaft circular cave. He further remarks, that 
wherever the Perfian conquefts extended, we 
invariably find temples of an orbicular form j 
and he adds, that, in the Indian pagodas, the 
concave dome not unfrequently occupies the 
place of the tapering pyramid f . In all thefe 
different buildings, whether ereCted in Greece, 
in Italy, in Perfia, or in Hindoflan, the myf- 
terious rites of the helio-arkite Cabiri were 
alike celebrated j nor fhall we wonder at this 
fimilarity of religious inflitutions, when we 
recoiled, that from the Noetic Ogdoad all 
the nations of the earth equally derived their 
origin. 

Upon the whole it appears, that the moft 

f Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. iii. p. 181. et infra. 

g g 4 pro- 
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prominent features, obfervable in fuch places 
as were dedicated to the Mithratic or Cabiric 
fuperftition, are the fubterraneous grotto whe- 
ther natural or artificial ; the pyramid, com- 
prehending and concealing, within its maffy 
bulk, the central chamber ; the circular pyra- 
theion ; the Haautic crofs, whether fimple, or 
compounded ; and the fmall lake, with its 
floating ifland typical of the Ark. Thefe dif- 
tinguifhing charadteriftics we fometimes find 
fingle, and fometimes united ; but, generally 
fpeaking, they may be confidered as the al- 
moft infeparable concomitants of the helio- 
ark ite devotion. 

Such is the beft information, which I have 
been able to colled? refpedting the Myfteries 
of the Cabiri ; but I fufpedt, that a wide 
field yet remains unexplored, being ftrongly 
inclined to conjedture, that, were the legen- 
dary annals of every people upon the face of 
the globe carefully examined, they would all 
be-found, diredtly or indiredtly, to agree upon 
one main point, the exiftence of the deluge 5 . 


g The pyramidal temple is equally familiar to the inhabit- 
ants of Peru, and to the iflanders of the vafi: pacific ocean : 
for, while the former of thefe nations have a tradition of the 
deluge, and of the prefervation of feven perfons, the exa& num- 
ber of the Hindoo Rifhis, and the Phenician Cabiri, exclufivc 
of Noah their head ; the latter religiouily preferve the Egyp- 
tian 
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To profecute however an examination of this 
nature, with any reafonable profpeft of fuc- 
cefs, requires more leifure, more health, more 
perfeverancc, more judgment, and a greater 
knowledge of languages, than what ufually 
fall to the lot of one perfon ; certainly much 
more, and much greater, than what have 
fallen to my own lot. 


tian cuftom of carrying, in folemn proceffion, the arkite Baris, 
Maur. Ind. Ant. — Miffionary Voyage to the South Sea. — Go- 
mara.— Cooke’s Voyage by Hawkefworth. It is not unworthy 
of notion, that one of the pyramids in Atooi was ere&ed upon 
the bank of a fmall lake. 
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AbANTES, i. 390. ii. 42. 

Abfyrtus, ii. 90. 

Abury, i. 210. ii. 170. 

Acheron, i. 274. 

Achilles, i. 322. ii. 103. 

Adonis, i. 197, 223. ii. 30. note b, his Myfteries, 335. his 
hiftory, 337. 

Adrumetum, ii. 54. 

Agamemnon, i. 324. ii. 177. 

Agruerus, a name of Noah, i. 35, 43, 45. 

Aletae, i. 35, 44. 

Amazons, i. 270. ii. 23. 

Amber, Ambrofius, Ambrofiae Petrae, ii. 170, 436. 

Amynus, a name of Ham, i. 35, 47. 

Anak, Anakim, ii. 209. 

Anius, i. 202. 

Antediluvian idolatry, nature of, i. 10. 

Antda, i. 144. 

Anteus, ii. 234. 

Anubis, i. 162, 280. 

Apamea Cibotus, ii. 167. 

Apis, i. 376. ii. 155. 

Aquarius, i. 86. 

Aras, i. 233. ii. 212. 

Arachne, ii. 364. note x. 

Area, daughter of Thaumas, i. 262. 

Areas, i. 202, 284, 336. ii. 133. 
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Ares, i. 173 < 

Argis, i. 208. 

Argiphontes, i. 302. 

Argalus, ii. 102. note u. 

Argo, ii. 7 6. Hindoo account of it, 80. import of the name, 
118. catafterifm of it, 138. 231. hiftory of its building, 174- 
Argonauts introduce the Cabiric fuperftition into Italy, i. 420, 
their voyage, ii. 68. their number, 237. 

Argus, the arkite god, i. 92, 293, 302. builder of the Argo 
ii. 180. 

Arion, ii. 10. 

Arifteus, 1 iis mythological hiftory, ii. 368. 

Ark worfhipped along with the Moon, i. 16. 

Arkite worfhip, its connexion with the folar fuperftition, 

* i - l 5°- 

Armenius, ii. 100, 163. 

Arran, i. 63. 

Afclepius, a name of Noah, i. 36. his hiftory, 98, 167. ii. 39. 
Aftarte, the lunar Ark, mother of the feven Titanides, i. 80. 

the fame as Aftronoe, 103. and Afteria, ii. 326. 

Afterius, i. 404. ii. 190, 213. 

Afwiculapa, i. 99. ii. 223. 

Atalanta, ii. 32. 

Atargatis, i. 83. 

Atlas, a name of the folar Noah, i. 36, 67, 112, 336, 339. 
Atlantis ifland, import of traditions refpe6ting it, ii. 283, 403. 
Aftis, i. 363. ii. 1 1 2. 

Azon, the Noetic Sun, ii. 140, 133. 

Azonac, ii. 134* 


B. 


Baaltis, i. 189. 

Babel, era of its foundation, i. 11. note o. its tower, ii. 384. 
Bacchus, i. 190, 234, 264. elder and younger Bacchus, ii. 267. 
his flight, 298. Bacchus-Colonates, ii. 65. Bacchus-Iungias, 
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Balder, i. 293. 

Balenus, Belis, i % 2io. 

Baris in Armenia, i. 42 6. 

Battus, i. 302, 305. 

Bees, caufe of their introdu&ion into the Myfteries, ii. 365. 
Bellerophon, i. 269. ii. 45. 

Belus, i. 188. 

Beotds, ii. 41, 164. 

Beruth, Berith, Bero&, the covenant, i. 36, 69. mythological 
hiftoiy of Beroe, ii. 310. 

Betarmus, the dance, ii. 107. 

Betylus, Beth-El, i. 36, 67, no. 

Boar, fymbolical, i. 220. 

Bootes, i. 284. 

Boreas, Bore, ii. 169. note ii. 

Brahma-Vilhnou-Seeva, i, 312. ii. 381. 

Bridget, St. ii. 398, 400. 

Brimham rocks, ii. 382. note k. 

Brimo, i. 279. note d. ii. 323. See Hecate. 

Britannus, i. 237. 

Britomartis, i. 405; 

Bubaftis, ii. 420. note u. 

Buddha, i. 287, 299. ii. 95. 

Budfdo, i. 288. his horfe, ii. 29. 

Bull, fymbol of Noah, i. 177. bull of the fphere, 206. of the 
northern nations, 208. of Crete, 402. bulls of Colchi, 
ii. 203. 

Bufiris, i. 184. 

Bute, i. 63. 

Butes, i. 63, 182. 

Buto, i. 61, 1 63. 


C. 

Cabiri, opinions refpefting them, i. 3. import of their Myfte- 
ries, 9. principles, upon which the analyfis of their hiftoiy 

% 


Digitized by Google 



4 6i 


INDEX. 


is conduced, 19, Cabiri of Sanchoniatho and Mnafeas, 32. 
their genealogies, 34, 136, 138, 309. the fame as the Diof. 
cori, Corybantes, Curetes, &c. 49, 129. and as the Noetic 
family, 36. Cabiri of Pherecydes, 56, 138. the fame as the 
eight great gods of Egypt, 6i . infernal deities, 223. diffe- 
rent countries where they were worfhipped, 334. the fame as 
the Trojan Penates, 41 1. Cabiri of Samothrace, 413. of 
Hindoftan, 421. of Colchi, ii. 120. identity of their myfte- 
ries with thofe of Bacchus, Rhea, Adonis, Ifis, &c. 320. * ac- 
count of their myfteries, 333. worfhipped in caverns, 337. 

Cadmus, i. 178, 240, 270, 283. ii. 23, 31, 73. note f. 

Cadmonites of Phenicia, ii. 26. 

Calais, ii. 168. 

Callifto, i. 284, 336. 

Calypfo, i. 249. her cave, ii. 406. note e. 

Camilla, ii. 42. 

Car, radical, i. 164. 

Cafmilus, Cadmilus, Camillus, Cadolus, i. 2 96, 368. 

Caftor, ii. 208. et infra. 

Caftleton cavern, ii. 419. 

Cavern worfhip, ii. 337. et infra. 

Cerberus, i. 279. 

Ceres- Hippa, ii. 10. her Myfteries, 340. 

Cernunnos, i. 210. 

Chald&an theology, ii. 141. 

Chandra-Bans, i. 169. 

Chaos, i. 246. 

Charon, i. 273. *•> 

Charybdis, i. 26 7. 

Chimera, i. 269. 

Chiron, i. 311. ii. 30, 123, 136. 

Circular temples, ii. 434. 

Clymene, i. 113, 113, 173, 334. 

Cocytus, i. 274. 

Col, Cul, Cal, radical, ii. 61. 

Colias-Venus, ii. 62. 

Coll, ii, 63. 

Colo- 
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CoJonus-Hippotes, ii. 64. 

Colenis, ii. 64. 

Colenus, ii. 64. 

Colchians, their origin, ii. 101. 

Columba, St. ii. 398, 403. 

Columns of Hercules, ii. 174. 

Comatas, ii. 366. note b. 

Conteft between Neptune and Juno, i. jji. between Neptune 
and the Sun, 170. between Neptune and Minerva, 170, 
Corcyra, its fabulous hiftory, ii. 163. 

Corinth, i. 169. ii. 164. 

Coronis, her hiftory, i. 101, 167, 182. 

Corybas, i. 163, 187, 332. 

Coiybantes, fee Cabiri. 

Cotyle, its floating ifland, i. 63. 

Cooke, Mr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 3. 

Crete, i. 17 1. its mythological hiftoiy, 37 a. 

Cronus, or Saturn, a name of Noah, i. 36, 67* his war with 
Uranus, 72. his triple offspring, 73, 76, father of the feven 
Titans and feven Titanides, 80. 

Cudworth, Dr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 3. 

Cumberland, Bp. his opinion of the Cabiri, i, 8, 32. 

Cup, lymbol of the Ark, i. 241. ii. 34, 84. 

Cupid, ii. 13. note i. 

Curetes, i. 380. fee Cabiri. 

Cyclopes, i. 393. 

Cyllenus, i. 387. 


D. 


Dagon, a name of Noah, i. 36, 37, 67, 118. 

Dagdae, the Irifh Dagon, ii. 401. 

Danacd, i. 278. 

Dannah, i. 299. 

Danaus, i. 239. ii. 43. 

Dardanus, i. 336, 410. 

Delos, 
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Delos, its traditional hiftory, i. 64. ii. 213* note e. 

Delphi, i. 66. 

Demaroon, a name of Noah, i. 37, 72. 

Derceto, i. 83, 1 19. 

Deucalion, i. 66, 233, 309, ii. 83. 

Diana, i. 88, 168. 

Diond, i. 88. 

Dionufus, fee Bacchus. 

Diofcori, conne&ed with Afclepius, i. 99. ii. 223. their hifto- 
ry, 208. Diofcori of Hindoftan, 221. See Cabiri. 

Dragon of the fphere, i. 207. 

Dus- Ares, i. 174. 


E. 

Eacus, 1.321. 

Echidna, i. 263. 

Edipus, ii. 11. note i. 

Eetes, ii. 1 19. 

Egypt, eight great gods of, i. 61. caverns of 4 , ii. 446. 

Ele&ra, i. 336, 343. 

Elephanta, cavern of, ii. 380. 

Eleufis, ii. 344. 

Eliun, his defcendants, i. 67. 

Ellora, caverns of, ii. 448. 

Elohim aflifts Cronus againft Uranus, i. 73. 

Elyfium, i. 331. 

Endymion, his mythological hiftory, ii. 449. 

En&as, his introduction of the Cabiric rites into Italy, i. 408. 
Epaphus, i. 189, 392. 

Epimetheus, i. 114. 

Erechtheus, i. 204. 

Erichthonius, i. 203. 

Erin, ii. 71. note c. 

Erinnus, i. 320. ii. 16, 64. , 

Efculapius, fee Afclepiup. 

Eubu- 
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Eubuieus, i. 194. ii. 343, 347. 

Euphemus, ii. 231. 

Eforopa, i. 178, 400, 402. ii. 48, 233. 

Europe, i. 180. 

Expurgation of the ancients, ii. 409. 

t / 

F. 

Fohi, i. 288. 

Frea, i. 291. 

G. 

Gallus, ii. 60. 

Galli, Gaels, Celt®, ii. 60, 

Ge, i. 67. 

Genealogical tables from Sanchoniatho, i. 39, 40. 

Geryon, i. 312. 

Gods, heathen, mod of them ultimately the folar Noah, i. 17. 
Goddefles, heathen, the Moon, the Ark, or the Earth, i. 17, 
138. 

Gorgon, i. 2 66. 

H. 

Harmonia, i. 283. ii. 24. 

Hecate, i. 279, 280. See Brimo. 

Heifer, fymbol of the Ark, i.'ijj. 

Heliadae, i. 373. 

Hercules, a name of Noah, i. 125, 173, 240, 236, 283, 413. 
ii. 56, 38. 

Hercules-Hippodites, ii. 22. 

Hermes, i. 283, 306. 

Hermonites of Pheniqia, ii. 26. 

Hindoo 9avem mentioned by Porphyry, ii, 410. 

Hiph, Radical, ii. 2. 

vol. ii. Hh Hippa, 
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Hippa, the nurfe of Bacchus, ii. 6 . 
Hippafus, ii. 3 4. 

Hippian Gods, ii. 8. 

Hippo, ii. 53. \ 

Hippodaroia, ii. 20. 

Hippomenes, ii. 32. 

Hippolytus, ii. 33. 

Hippothoiis, ii. 40. 

Homai, her hiftory, ii. 334. note h. 

Horfe, a fymbol of Noah, ii. 2. 

Horfe, Trojan, ii. 18. 

Horfley, Bp. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 3. 
Horns, the folar Noah, i. 6 2, 162. ii. 276. 
Hyads, i. 204, 341. 

Hyperboreans, their religion, i. 209. 


I. 

Janus, a name of Noah, i. 73, 7 6, 370. 

Jana, the arkite crefcent, i. 17. 

Iafus, Iafion, i. 336, 349. 

Jafon, i. 330. his voyage, ii. 68. worshipped in the Eaft, 98. 
his genealogy, 121. his hiftory, 122. favoured by Juno, 124, 
the fame as Azon, or the Noetic Sun, 140. 

Jafonia, high places of Jafon, ii. 98, } 

Ichthus, a name of Dagon, i. 87. 

Idei Dadtyli, i. 380, 383. See Cabiri. 

Ilus, a name of Noah, i. 36, 347. , 

Inachus, his genealogy, i. 90. 

Incefluous connexions, the origin of the fables refpc&ing them, 
i. 182. 

Ino, i. 233. 

Io, i. 146, 233, 237, 296, 301, 330, 333. ii. 47, 181. 
Iphigenia, ii. 178. 

Ireland, round towers of, ii. 433 . note e. 

Ilis, 
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Ifis, the lunar Ark, i. 152. etymology of the name, ii, 77. 
note 1. 

Italy, i. 369, 394, 396. 

Juno, the dove, i. 83. her ftatue, 148. ii. 89. 
lunx, NoetS, ii. 141, 146. 

Jupiter, his war with the giants, ii. 277. his mythological hif- 
tory, 292. 

Ixion, ii. 449. 

L. 

Language ufed in the Myfteries, that of Egypt and Aflyria, 
i. 22. 

Lares, i. 133, 332. 

Larifla, i. 93. ii. 1 63. 

Latmos, cave of, ii. 450. 

Latona, the Ark, i. 61, 64, 148. 

Leda, her hiftory, ii. 214. 

Leptis, ii. 34. 

Lerna, i. 234, 264. 

Lethd, i. 273. 

Linus, ii. 12. note i. 

Lotus, i. 313. note f. 

Lycaon, i. 93, 284. 

Lycurgus, ii. 300, 

Lynceus, ii. 189. 

M. 


Magnes, Magnetes, ii. 197. 

Maha-Deva, ii. 83. / 

Maia, i. 298, 343. Maha-Maya, 299. Moye, 299. 

Maneros, ii. 13. note i. . 

Mandar, ii. 30. note p. 

Manto, Mantua, i. 370. 

Manes, i. 133, 332. ii. 192 — 196. 

Mare, a fymbol of the Ark, ii. 2. 

h h 2 Mau- 
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Maurice, Mr. his opinion of the Cabin, i. 5. 

Maurigafima, ifl and, ii. 289. 

Medea, ii. 90, 103. venerated in the Eaft, 104. her genealogy, 
119. 

MelifiTae, prieftefles of Mylitta, ii. 366. 

Meon, ii. 56. note s. 

Mercury, i. 283. his genealogy, 294. his hiftory, 295. wor- 
fhipped under the form of a (tone, 306. father of the (even 
Corybantes, 309, 388. Mercury-Hipparcheus, ii. 27. 
Merlin, ii. 14. note i. his mythological hiftory, 424. 
Metempfychofts, origin of it, ii. 354. 

Minerva, i. 105. ii. 17. 

Minos, i. 32 t, 398. 

Minoa, i. 399. 

Minotaur, i. 402. 

Minyas, the father of the Argonauts, i. 9 5. his daughters, ii. 
34. his hiftory, 182. 

Minyae, a general name of the Argonauts, ii. 182. their hifto- 
ry, 186. their fettlements,' 187. 

Miphletzeth, i. 3^1. note t. 

Mifa, ii. 7. 

Mifor, a name of Mizraim, i. 36, 48. 

Mithras, his cavern, ii. 357. 

Mnizur, ii. 149. 

Molafs, St. ii. 405. 

Moloch, i. 190. 

Morgana, ii. 429. note m. 

Muidhr, (the Irifli Mithras,) cave of, near Sligo, ii. 408. 
Mus&us, i. 244. ii. 278. 

Mycerinus, i. 183. 

Myfteries of the ancients, their connexion with the fabulous 
Hades, i. 225. their import, ii, 320. mode of their celebra- 
tion, 331. 


Nebo, 
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N. 

Nebo, i. 123. 

Neleus, ii. 190. 

Nemefis, ii. 215. 

Neptune, i. 125. Hippian Neptune, ii. 9. fhuts up the Titans 
in the oentre of the earth, 265. 

Nergal, ii. 61. note e. 

Nereus, i. 74. 

Neftor, ii. 188. 

New-Grange pyramid, ii. 388. 

Nimrod, the founder of the helio-arkite (uperftition, i. 13. See 
Orion. 

Niob&, ii. 157. 

Nifroch, i. 123. 

Noah worshipped along with the Sun, i. 15, 151. 

Nu&imus, i. 336. 

Nus of the Myfteries, and the Platonifts, ii. 147. 

Nufa, ii. 302. 

Nymphs, a diflertation on the pave of the, ii. 359. et infra. 


O. 

Oannes, i. 77, 120. 

Ob, Op, Ophis, i. 187. 

Oc, radical, i. 248. 

Ocnus, i. 370. 

Ocean, i. 247. 

Oder, i. 291. 

Odin, i. 290. his horfe, ii. 28. 

Ogga, i. 230. 

Ogoa, i. 232. 

Ogmius, i. 232. 

Ogyges, i. 180. ii. 60. 

Ogygia, 
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Ogygia, the id and of Calypfo, i. 249. remarks upon the tradi- 
tional hiftory of it, ii. 404. note e. 

Oncus, i. 251. 

Opis, i. 208. ii. 31. 

Ophion, ii. 255. 

Orchomenus, i- 95* 326. his hiftory, ii. 183, 313, 317* 
Orchomenii, ii. 186. 

Orgies, import of the word, ii. 117* 

Orion, i. 338, 340. ii. 160. 

Orpheus, his mythological hiftory, ii. 234. 

Ofiris, the folar Noah, i. 15 1. etymology of the name, ii. 77. 
note 1 . the fame as Ifwara, 83. and Bacchus, 274* bis Mys- 
teries, 334. 

Owen, ii. 393. 


P. 

Pagodas of Hindoftan, ii. 386. 

Palas, i. 410, 415. 

Palici, i. 417. 

Palemon-Melicerta, i. 254. 

Palladium, i. 346, 410. 

Pan, i. 160. 

Panoptes, ii. 18 1. 

Parcae, i. 320. 

Parkhurft, Mr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 5. 

PamafTus, i. 233. note g. 

Pataici, i. 138. ii. 173. note a. 227. 

Patara, ii. 152. note h. 338. 

Patricus, ii. 148, 398. > 

Pegafus, i. 269. ii. 17, 43. 

Peiruun, ii. 289. 

Peleus, i. 321. 

Pelafgi, i. 63, 93, 337. 

Pelafgus, his genealogy, i. 93, 337. 

Pelops, ii. 20, 212, 

Pena- 
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Penates Trojan, i. 409. 

Pfcrfeus, the folar Noah, i. 199. known in Hindoftan, ii. 105. 
note e. 

Petar, ii. 109. note k. 

Petroi, Petrei Dii, ii. 137, 358. 

Petra, ii. 359. 

Phaethon, i. 172. 

Phanes, i. 194. 

Phallic worfhip, i. 364. note d. ii. 92, 109. note k. 

Phanac, ii. 210, 338. 

Philiftines, i. 361. 

Phlegethon, i. 273. 

Phlegyas, i. 326. ii. 282. 

Phlegyae, i. 327. ii. 280. 

Phlegrbans, ii. 279. 

Phoroneus, his genealogy, i. 89. 

Phrixus, i.' 303, 401. 

Pleiades, i. 336, 338. 

Pluto, a Cabirus, i. 10 6, 349. 

Polyphonte, i. 271. 

Pollux, ii. 208, et infra. 

Porphyiy, his treatife on the cave of the Nymphs confidered, 
ii. 361. 

Poftdiluvian idolatry firfl openly eftablifhed at Babel, i. 14. 
Priefts of the Cabiri alfo called Cabin or Corybantes , i. 4. 
Priam, i. 347. 

Prithu, i. 70. 

Praw, import of the term, i. 1 14. 

Prometheus, i. 114. ii. 64. 

Proferpine, a Cabira, i. ioj. her Myfteries, ii. 347. 

Protogonus, i. 34, 41. 

Purgatory of St. Patric, ii. 392. 

Pyramids of Egypt, ii. 385. 

Pyratheia of Perfia, ii. 453. 1 
Pyrrhic dance, ii. 109. 


Quan- 
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Q. 

Quanwon, the Magna Mater of the Japanefe, i. 314. note f. 
ii. 87. note g. 412. 


R. 


Radicals, i. 27. 

Raamah, the younger Bacchus, ii. 270, 303. 

Raved, its mythological hiftory, i. 101. 

Ravan, king of Ceylon, ii. 303. 

Reland, his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 6. 

Regeneration of the Myfteries, its import, ii. 349. 
Rhadamanthus, i. 321. 

Rhea, the lunar Ark, mother of the feven Titans, i. 80, 88. 

her Myfteries, ii. 339. 

Rhodos, i. 374. * 1 

Rifhis, i. 130. note d. 


S. 


Salus, the lunar Ark, i. 99. 

Samothrace, i. 333. ii. 1 16. 

Sanchoniatho, his Phenician hiftory analyfed, i. 32. 

Sandocus, ii.*5°* notch. 

Sarpedon, ii. 169. note n. 

Saturn Hippian, ii. 30. 

Satyavrata, ii. 82, 94. 

Scyphius, ii. 9, 57. 

Scylla, i. 267. 

Semiramis, i. 86. 

Serpent, fymbolical of the Sun, i. 186. ferpent of the northern 
nations, 208. of Colchi, ii. 206. 

Serapis, i. 281. 

Shuckford, Dr. his opinion of the Cabiri, i, 6. 

Ship temples, i. 213. 

Sibyl- 
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Sibyllae, ii. 431. note n. 

Siberian medal, i. 315. note f. 

Silenus, ii. 308. note u. 

Siph, radical, ii. 2. 

Sifyphus, ii. 9, 38, 1 63. 

°ita, ii. 86. 

Siton, a name of Dagon or Noah, i. 36, 48. ii. 88. 

Socus, a title of Mercury, i. 388. 

Sphinx, i. 270. ii. 25. 

Stone worihip, i. no, 306. ii. 168. 

Stone-Henge, ii. 170, 436. 

Styx, the deluge, i. 239. 

Sun, his polyonymy, i. jjo. 

Suiya-Bans, i. 169. 

Sydyk, a name of Noah, i. 36, 49. 

Symbols ufed in the Cabiric worihip, i. 19. 

Symplegades, import of the fable concerning them, ii. 129. 
Syrian Goddefs, i. 83. 


T. 

Talefman, ii. 414. note o. 

Talus, his hiftory, i. 394. 

Tantalus, ii. 157. 

Targitaus, i. 257. 

Tarfus, its mythological hiftory, ii. 47. 

Tarteflus, i. 242. 

Taurus, i. 404. ii. 190. 

Telamon, i. 321. 

Teleboae, i. 397. 

Telchines, i. 272, 372. 

Tellis, i. 243 . 

Telephus, i. 201. 

Tennes, i. 348. 

Tethys, i. 90. 

Thetis, i. 322. 

Thebah, i. 332. ii. 163. 

you u. 1 i The- 
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Thebes, i. 178. ii. 164, 178. 

Thor, i. 293. 

Thoth, Taautus, Thoyth, a name of Noah, i. 36, 73, 12 6, 309. 
Titan, the folar Noah, i. 17 3. 

Titans, i. 33, 37. a general name of all the diluvians, 44. the 
feven Titans the Noetic family, 80. attacked by Styx, 260. 
in Hades, 323. hiftory of their war, ii. 239. et infra. 
Titanides, i. 37, 87. 

Titea, i. 79, 386. 

Tithonus, i. 347. 

Titias, i. 387. 

Tityus, i. 323. 

Tola, ii. 413. note o. 

Tolmen of Conftantine in Cornwall, ii. 413. 

Tortofa, caverns of, in Paleftine, ii. 439. 

Trinity of the Gentiles, Shem, Ham, and Japhet, i. 313. 
Trophonius, his cavern, ii. 373. 

Troy, fiegeof, i. 324. ii. 173. 

Tulus, i. 393. 

Typhoeus, ii. 247. 

Typhon, the Ocean, i. 37, 61, 73, 82, 352. 

Tyrrheni, i. 361* 


U. 

Vallancey, Col. his opinion of the Cabiri, i. 7. 

Vandimon, i. 78. 

Venus, the lunar Ark, i. 81. Venus-Cabira, 97. Venus-Hip- 
podamia, ii. 20. Venus-Colias, 62. 

Viflmou, i. 1 21. ii. 114. ' 

Uranus, i. 67, 71. ii. 243, 246. 

Vulcan, i. 137. 


War- 
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W. 


Warburton Bp. his fentiments refpedting the Myfteries, i. 23a. 
Whifton, Mr. his theory refpedting the natural caufe of the de- 
luge, i. 82. note z. 


Y. 


Yncas of Peru, i. 170. 


Z. 


Zagreus, ii. 272. 

Zancld, its fabulous hiftory, ii. 159. 
Zanclus, ii. 159. 

Zetes, ii. 168. ' 

Zon, ii. 140, 158. 

Zoroafter, ii. 154. 


THE END. 
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